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Welcome to a new world…


Did you think you’d seen all the evil that existed? You’re almost as foolish as Tom! He may have conquered Wizard Malvel, but fresh challenges await him. He must travel far and leave behind everything he knows and loves. Why? Because he has six Beasts to defeat in a kingdom he can’t even call home.


Will his heart be in it? Or will Tom turn his back on this latest Quest? Little does he know, but he has close ties to the people here. And a new enemy determined to ruin him. Can you guess who that enemy is…?


Read on to see how your hero fares.


Velmal


PROLOGUE
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The field lay devastated. The crops were flattened to the ground, and good for nothing. Harvin and his father walked through the broken wheat stalks, gazing at the remains of the harvest.

“I can’t believe it,” Harvin’s father groaned. “Another ruined crop.”

It was too much. They couldn’t go on like this. Harvin knew his father had nothing left to sell. Their barn was empty, their livestock long gone. Everywhere in Gwildor, people were desperate for food. And now this…

Harvin’s stomach growled hungrily. “What will we eat tonight?” he asked.

His father shook his head. “I don’t know,” he said. “These storms… They come from nowhere and ruin everything.”

He fell silent and Harvin knew that his father was thinking of how they had so nearly lost their farmhouse in the night. The wind had torn at the roof shingles and battered the windows until the panes of glass had shattered.

The air suddenly grew cold. A shadow fell across the ruined field, passing over Harvin and his father. They looked up and fell to their knees in terror. Something was flying overhead. Even though it was high in the sky, its vast wings cast a shadow that ran from one end of the field to the other. It looked like a hawk. But it couldn’t be – it was too big, and its bald head was like that of a vulture.

The Beast screamed in fury. Harvin flinched as it swooped downwards. Its gigantic shadow grew closer. Everything turned black as it plummeted towards them.

Now they could see its cruel talons, razor-sharp, angled towards them. A vile stench, like dead flesh, made Harvin gag and cover his nose. The Beast continued to swoop down, cutting through the air like a black arrow. Harvin could see its evil eyes, glinting red. Something was glowing on the underside of one wing – green feathers, strange and out of place on the immense fiery-coloured bird.

“We’re going to die!” whispered Harvin. He grasped his father’s hand and trembled with terror.

The Beast beat its mighty wings and the wind struck them like a sledgehammer. Trees on the edges of the field crashed to the ground, splintering in the force of the gale. The last crops were torn up by their roots and flung into the air. Harvin managed to grab onto a fence post. He clung to it as the wind tried to rip the clothes off his back. He could feel his father’s grip on his other hand loosening as the wind tugged at him. It was no good. His father couldn’t hold on.

The Beast beat its wings again. The powerful wind picked up Harvin’s father as if he were made of straw and threw him against a tree. There was a sickening snap. The man fell to the ground in a crumpled, broken heap.

Sobbing with terror, the boy clung onto the post. The raging Beast was swooping lower. The wind from its wings screamed in Harvin’s ears. He buried his head in the crook of his arm, and wished this was all a dream. But he knew it was real. There would be no waking up.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE CHALLENGE BEGINS
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The emerald-green sea lapped at the Gwildorian shore. Tom and his three companions – his best friend, Elenna, Storm the stallion and Silver the wolf – gazed out at the waves, marvelling at the richness of their colour.

Tom could hardly believe they were still alive after their terrible battle with Gwildor’s first Beast, Krabb. His right hand throbbed, reminding him of the confrontation beneath the waves. Tom had broken evil Wizard Velmal’s curse over the giant crab, and Krabb had returned to protecting Gwildor again. But Tom knew this was only the beginning: five more Beasts dwelt in Gwildor, and all of them were under Velmal’s spell. If Gwildor was to survive, Tom and Elenna had to free them all.

But it wouldn’t be easy. Freya, Gwildor’s Mistress of the Beasts, had turned against her land and was working with Velmal – which meant that this was their most dangerous Beast Quest yet.

Tom flexed his aching palm, testing it. Pain rippled through him. A strange green bruise had appeared on Tom’s hand where Krabb had grasped him with his poisoned pincer.

“I wish Aduro and Taladon had told us what kind of Beast was next,” said Elenna, testing the sharp tips of the arrow-heads with her thumb. Her silver-coated wolf growled gently at her side.

Tom smiled at the mention of his father: Taladon, Avantia’s Master of the Beasts. Free at last from Malvel’s evil magic, Taladon was now working with the good wizard, Aduro, to keep Avantia safe.
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