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				INTRODUCTION

				Home to indigenous Australians for 30,000 years, Sydney itself is a relative newcomer on the global stage. Starting out as a remote British convict outpost in 1788, Sydney has since grown and reinvented herself many times to become Australia’s most populous city. And with over 250 languages spoken, Sydney is also one of the world’s most multicultural cities. 

				While the “Harbour City” is one of the most expensive places in the world to live, it often ranks among the top ten most liveable cities as well. And with year-round mild weather, 
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				numerous beaches and outdoor spaces, the magnificent harbour and a vibrant urban culture that takes full advantage of all these aspects, it’s easy to see why.

				There’s always plenty to see and do in Sydney: catch a harbour ferry, take in a cricket match, climb the Harbour Bridge, go to a show at the Opera House, have a dip at one of the 70 beaches, join in one of the many festivals, yell yourself hoarse at a Rugby League game, take in an art exhibition or just simply find a quiet corner of the city to meditate. 

				It is impossible to know Sydney fully. For new visitors, returned friends and seasoned Sydneysiders alike, there is always something new to find in this ever-changing place. So when in Sydney, the best thing to do is: take a deep breath, step forward and let this amazing city introduce herself to you.
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				A Short History

				The history of Sydney begins with the European colonization of an ancient land and people. 

				In the 230 years since, Sydney has been re-imagined multiple times through conflicts, gold rushes, waves of immigration, world wars, recessions and boom times. 

				Traces of Sydney’s history – both indigenous and colonial – can still be seen across the city today.
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				Botany Bay, in the southern suburbs of Sydney, is where, on 29 April 1770, Lieutenant James Cook and the crew from HMS Endeavour became the first Europeans to make landfall on the eastern coastline of Australia.
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				The Sydney area is the traditional lands of many clans, who shared a common language and kinship, called the Eora people. 

				Pronounced “yura”, the word comes from Ee (“yes”) and ora (“this place”), showing a shared identity deeply connected to the land in which they lived.
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				The traditional custodians of the southern areas of Sydney, including Botany Bay, are the descendants of the Gweagal clan of the Dharawal people.
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				Originally, Lt James Cook called the bay of their first landfall “Stingray Bay”, but later crossed this out and renamed it Botany Bay because of the unique specimens collected there by botanists Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander. 
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				A Short HISTORY

			

		

		
			
				Botany Bay was the original destination of the First Fleet of English colonists, but upon arrival the location was quickly deemed unsuitable. 

				A few days later, on 26 January 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip chose a snug cove in the harbour of Port Jackson, 14km (9 miles) up the coast, to establish an English convict colony. It was to be called “New Albion”, but Phillip changed his mind and called it “Sydney” instead.
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				Ithaca itself was scarcely more longed for by Ulysses, than Botany Bay by the adventurers who had traversed so many thousand miles to take possession of it.

				Watkin Tench (1758–1833), British marine officer
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				Sydney

				was named after Thomas Townshend, 1st Viscount Sydney, who was the English Home Secretary responsible for establishing a colony at Botany Bay after the loss of the American colonies in 1776.
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				Gadi

				is the indigenous name for Sydney Cove. The original inhabitants called themselves Gadigal (being the male form, or Gadigalleon being the female form). 

				The word “Gadi” comes from the name of the grass trees that used to be endemic to the area.
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				Six days after the First Fleet arrived in Botany Bay, two ships of the French explorer Lapérouse (Astrolabe and Boussole) sailed into the bay. The Sydney suburb of La Perouse along the north headland at the entrance to Botany Bay bears his name. 
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