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Introduction





This book aims to make English revision for the new ISEB specification for Common Entrance 13+ active and effective for students in Year 8. It can, of course, be used in the classroom and works well alongside Common Entrance 13+ English for ISEB CE and KS3, but its main purpose is to empower students in their own independent revision.


All too often, a student will say they do not know how to revise for English other than by completing past papers. These, of course, have their place but being more targeted with practising skills can be incredibly beneficial to progress as the exam approaches. Just as importantly, it can help the student stay positive and motivated right through the revision process. So, do not be surprised to see tasks here involving writing just an introduction or colour-coding a paragraph or trying questions out of chronological order. It is also important for students to refer back to previous work and teacher’s targets because they know their work best.


Throughout the book there are recommendations for strategies to use within the exam. Even if the student has their own favourite mnemonics or preferred strategy, it is certainly worth trying the ones suggested as part of their revision. The same is true for students who are sitting the Reading Paper – it is worth having a go at some of the Foundation Paper practice tasks or trying a writing style they have never written in before. They may be surprised to find that these really work for them or help them see something from a different perspective.


In the same way that the new ISEB specification promotes new ways for students to study independently, so this book provides fresh ways to practise key skills during the revision period. With that in mind, the book’s use of language tries to dispel the stereotypes of English revision and give it a new, current voice. For example, ‘edit’ is used instead of ‘proofread’ for the majority and ‘essay’ is deliberately not used at all.


But it goes further. Going into the exam with the right mindset and confidence makes a huge difference and feeling fully prepared is key to this. One issue that often causes students some worry is time management in the exam. Concrete advice is offered here on dealing with this: to achieve it there is no need to sit down daily and complete a full paper as the clock ticks away. Instead, students tackle timed questions or timed sections. Talking of time, while it is important to plan a comprehensive and varied revision timetable, it is also important to schedule time to rest and time to play. Feeling replenished by free time will help to achieve that desired exam mindset and sought-after confidence.


Students – ‘You’ve got this!’






[image: ]


Numbered tasks provide structured exercises to develop your skills and prepare you for the exam.
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Skills tip


Skills tips will provide guidance for specific techniques and abilities.
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Exam tip


Exam tips will provide guidance for taking your exam.
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Revision tip


Revision tips will provide guidance to help you revise.
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1 Approaching the exam






You may have English on your revision timetable but what will you do in these sessions? You do not have facts to remember or a particular topic to revise for English, but these exams are the culmination of many years of reading and writing and a chance to demonstrate your skills in these. While you cannot predict exactly what the text extracts will be, you can prepare yourself for the kinds of questions and tasks you will face. Focusing your revision on approaching the exam itself will make you more confident and relaxed when you have the paper in front of you. What you need is an exam game plan.
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Exam tip


Remember you will either be taking the Foundation Paper or Paper 1 for reading but everyone does the same Writing Paper.
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Time management


Let’s start with the basics of time management. This is a key exam skill that can be forgotten about in revision, but you can practise it without doing hundreds of past papers. First, let’s see a suggestion for how you could manage your time in each exam:








	Exam

	Section

	Content

	Timings










	
Foundation Paper

1hr 10 mins



	Prepare

	Read the introduction and text for the first time

Read the questions


Skim read the text 1



	10 mins






	A

	8 shorter reading questions, multiple choice

	15 mins






	B

	5 longer reading questions, requiring explanation and more detail in full sentences

	20 mins






	C

	1 longer directed writing piece based on the original text

	20 mins






	Edit

	Read back over your answers alongside the questions, checking for mistakes and improving your responses

	5 mins






	
Reading Paper (Paper 1)

1hr 10 mins



	Prepare

	Read the title/introduction and text for the first time

Read the questions


Skim read the text2



	10 mins






	A

	8 shorter reading questions, multiple choice

	15 mins






	B

	5 longer reading questions, requiring analysis in full sentences

	20 mins






	C

	1 extended reading response question, using PEEA paragraph structure to discuss an aspect of the text

	20 mins






	Edit

	Read back over your answers alongside the questions, checking for mistakes and improving your responses

	5 mins






	
Writing Paper

1hr 15 mins



	Prepare

	Read through and select task

	5 mins






	Task 1

	Plan – Write – Edit

	5 + 25 + 5 = 35 mins






	Task 2

	Plan – Write – Edit

	5 + 25 + 5 = 35 mins
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1  See page 17 for steps to approaching a prose comprehension in more detail.


	
2  See pages 17, 36 and 46 for steps to approaching prose, drama and poetry comprehensions in detail.
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Revision tip


Have a timer nearby to check the time when you are practising time management skills, but out of your eyeline to avoid spending more time checking the time than using it.
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These recommended times may not work exactly for you. For example, you may like to proofread or edit during the writing stage of the Writing Paper or you may want a little more time for Section B in the Reading Paper.
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Exam tip


Feeling calm and confident is the best way to go into your exam. One way to be relaxed on the day is to ignore what others are doing in the exam room and focus on your paper and your timing.
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Task 1: Create your own English exam game plan, based on the one above. If time management is a target for you in other subjects, try using the same strategy for those exams too.


Once you have worked out your preferred timings, you can tailor your revision to these. For instance, you could practise effectively planning a writing task in 5 minutes or completing the preparation and Section A for a comprehension task in 25 minutes. Try breaking up practice tasks into smaller chunks to make them feel manageable. You might find that you have more time than you realised.
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Reading Paper and Foundation Paper question types


Obviously, there is no way of knowing the exact text and the exact questions you will be asked on the Reading Paper, but by knowing the type of questions that might come up, you will know how to answer each and what elements to include in your response.


We will break down the question types into their corresponding sections in the next few pages, but first let’s see how a question is formed and how it can help you write your answer.


Questions are made up of question words that tell us how to answer and key words that we can include in our answer, as well as those all-important mark indicators which tell us how much to write. For example:
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How1 does the writer create a vivid description of the storm2?


(4)3
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1  This question word asks you to describe a method, so it is a language question, which means you will need to identify techniques.


	
2  Use these key words to start your answer.


	
3  This is a high mark question, probably from Section B, so it will need to be structured in two PEEAs because 2 marks = one PEEA. (See page 10 for how to structure a PEEA paragraph.)
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Section A question types


The first set of questions you will answer will be multiple-choice questions, which may seem easy but, in a few cases, it will be about picking the ‘best answer’, as there may be more than one answer that could be right. The question will often refer to a particular line or section and you will have to circle your answer from a choice of four. Each question will be worth 1 or 2 marks.


Here is a list of question types, along with example questions, explanations beneath to see how best to approach them and key words that reveal their types.





Literal meaning
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Question




	
1  What is the name of the main character?



	
a  Beth


	
b  Jo


	
c  Meg


	
d  Amy











(1)
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This is a literal question, meaning the answer can be found in the text but there may be several answers which are similar. Reading the question carefully and double checking your answers is important here.


Key words: What, Where, Which, How, Who
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Exam tip


Don’t forget to look at the marks available for each question. Your answer should match the marks on offer. For example, the amount of marks could reveal how many points you will need to make.
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Implied meaning questions
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Question




	
1  Which of the following statements best describes Edmund’s feelings at the end of the extract?



	
a  hurt and upset by his siblings


	
b  elated and excited to have found Narnia


	
c  anxious and worried about leaving his siblings


	
d  full of trepidation but willing to take a risk





(2)
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This question requires you to read between the lines to see nuances in meaning and choose the best answer. The answer will not be explicitly in the text; you have to think about the answer more carefully.


Key words: Why, Which, How
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Grammar questions
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Question




	
1  Which of these lines from the poem is a complete sentence?



	
a  Nothing gold can stay.


	
b  But only so an hour.


	
c  Her early leaf’s a flower;


	
d  So Eden sank to grief,











(1)
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This question is testing your grammatical knowledge rather than knowledge about the text itself. Watch out for these types of questions because, as usual, small details make a big difference and you don’t want to miss something.


Key words: Re-write, Find, Write, List, Which
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Exam tip


Make it clear what question you are responding to by writing the question number clearly by your answer. Avoid using lots of asterisks or arrows to add extra information because it can be confusing for an examiner.
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Find information questions
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Question




	
1  Which of the following sentences is TRUE?



	
a  Ron’s father works for the Ministry of Magic.


	
b  Harry has never been to the Ministry of Magic.


	
c  The Ministry of Magic is open to the public.


	
d  Hermione’s mother works for the Ministry of Magic.











(1)
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These questions will ask you to choose the correct answer from a list or ask you which answer in the list is true or false. A true or false question will always have either option in capitals and there will only be one correct answer. They are checking to see if you can find information in the text.


Key words: Find, Which, TRUE, FALSE
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Exam tip


Always double check your answers alongside the questions. There are sometimes similarities in multiple-choice options or you may misread the question slightly. Be especially careful with true or false questions.
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‘This means’ questions
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Question




	
1  Shere Khan is described as ‘muttering and mumbling savagely’. This means:



	
a  eating his prey loudly


	
b  talking to himself nastily


	
c  making incoherent yet threatening sounds


	
d  moving around dangerously.











(1)
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These questions want to check that you have understood what you have read so they will give you different options for what something means. You must pick the best answer.


Key words: (Statement followed by) This means:, What does … mean?
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Exam tip


Remember, you have around 15 minutes for the questions in Section A. You may want to practise including answer checking time within this too.
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Re-write questions
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Question




	
1  ‘He is the very pineapple of politeness.’ Re-write Mrs Malaprop’s line, correcting the mistake.





(2)
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These questions are testing your spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as understanding, by re-writing part of the text.


Key words: (Quotation followed by) Re-write, Write, correcting, error, mistake
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Section B question types


The next set of questions you answer in the exam will require inference about characters and analysis of language, as well as summarising. Almost all of them will need you to use evidence from the text. The questions in this section are worth between 4 and 8 marks.


Here is a list of question types, along with example questions and explanations beneath to see how best to approach them and key words that reveal their types.




Explain questions
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Question




	
1  Explain what each of the following descriptions suggests about the ghost:



	
•  ‘transparent or vaporous’


	
•  ‘peculiar, fading light’


	
•  ‘a ghostly pallor and a dreadful expression’.





(6)
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These questions need slightly longer answers so using a PEEA structure will help, but the focus of the marks is the explanation. (See page 10 for more on how to structure a PEEA paragraph.)


Key words: Why, Refer to as many details in the text as you can, Explain what each of the following…
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Language questions
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Question




	
1  Re-read lines 14–18. How does the playwright create tension between the characters? Use evidence from the scene to support your ideas.





(4)
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These questions also require a PEEA structure but the focus here is analysing the language the writer has used. You are being asked to identify the method used and what effect it has. Name any language techniques you identify in the quotes to show what you know.


Key words: How, In what ways, effect/effective, language, description, picture, vivid, Support your ideas with quotations
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Revision tip


You do not always need to complete full papers or write whole answers during revision. Sometimes writing partial answers in timed conditions to higher mark questions can be very helpful. That way you can check in with yourself and spot mistakes as you go.
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Context questions using summary
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Question




	
1  Explain the meaning of the following phrase in the context of the poem.





(2)
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This contextual question requires you to explain the quotation in your own words. Make sure you re-read the quotation within the context of the text, not just in the question.


Key words: In your own words, Explain, meaning, context/contextual
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Questions using inference
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Question




	
1  What are your impressions of the villagers at this point? Explain your ideas with reference to details from the extract.





(4)
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These questions require you to read between the lines. You should write in a PEEA structure, which means a distinct point, evidence and analysis about that topic.


Key words: What impression…, Do you think…, What kind of person…, Refer closely to the text
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Task 2: Look through a comprehension task you have done in the past, either in class or revision. Can you spot any of these question types? What words or phrases reveal their type?


[image: ]












[image: ]


Exam tip


Remember, you have around 20 minutes for the questions in Section A. Consider answering these questions first as this section is worth the most marks.
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Section C question types for the Foundation Paper



These extended questions are there to demonstrate your empathy skills and your imagination whilst using the information from the extract. You will be given a task, which you must adhere to, and then three bullet points, potentially forming three paragraphs from them if it works for the task.
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Question




	
1  Re-tell the story from the White Rabbit’s point of view.

You should explore:




	
•  how he feels being late and why he is late


	
•  the Rabbit’s observations of Alice


	
•  where he is going and why he runs away.











(10)
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Exam tip


When a question asks you to re-read a section of the text, make sure you do. It is important to remind yourself of the content as well as the context of it.
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Section C question types for the Reading Paper


In response to the final question in your reading exam you will be writing an extended answer of around three PEEA paragraphs. That might seem like a lot but don’t panic! You will develop a logical argument based on the question that covers the whole text (it might be about a theme, for example). Here are some tips for approaching an extended response:




	
•  First, read the question carefully and look for the key words. Use those key words to form your topic sentences/points for each paragraph.


	
•  Another good strategy is to find the evidence first and build around it. Make sure the quotations you choose have enough scope for analysis.


	
•  Using single word analysis will help you develop your explanations too because gaining top marks requires deeper analysis and discussion of language.


	
•  Use signpost words and phrases like ‘furthermore’ and ‘in addition’ to stretch your explanations.





It is important to discuss the text imaginatively, perhaps looking at the question in a different way, whilst staying focused on the question and the evidence you choose from the text.
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Exam tip


Remember, you have around 20 minutes for the question in Section C. You may want to factor in some thinking/planning time as it is an extended answer.
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Here’s an example of this type of question:
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Question




	
1  How does the writer create a sense of mystery in the extract?

You should develop three points of argument, each in a separate paragraph.


Support each point with evidence from the extract.


Explain how the writer’s choice of language, direct speech and punctuation create mystery.







(10)
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Skills tip


When answering the reading questions, avoid slang or informality. You should be writing formally and in detail to present your ideas at their best.
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How to PEEA


Sections B and C of the Reading Paper both contain questions which require extended answers. A great way of structuring these answers is PEEA. You will not lose marks because you have not written in a PEEA structure, but it certainly helps maximise your marks because it enables you to analyse the text clearly.
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The PEEA pyramid








A good way of thinking of a PEEA paragraph is like a pyramid. It starts at the top with the point and broadens out at the base with the explanation and analysis, which is the longest part of the paragraph.


In some instances, such as persuasive writing, you may want to move the parts around or flip the PEEA pyramid on its head for effect.


Here’s what the pyramid looks like in an actual paragraph, answering the question from page 6:
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The writer creates a vivid description of the storm by using personification. This is evident in, ‘he / was tyrannous and strong’. The effect of the personification is to make the reader imagine the storm as a person who is physically strong and cruel, which makes the storm more dangerous because a person makes deliberate choices to hurt others. In addition, the adjective ‘tyrannous’ suggests the storm is completely in control of everything as a tyrant is an oppressive leader, which creates a vivid image in the reader’s mind.
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Colour coding can be really useful for revision. In this case, the colour coding immediately shows you if you have written enough in the explanation and included analysis. Always have highlighters handy during revision!
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Exam tip


If you are getting stuck with the analysis segment, try analysing the connotations of a single word from the evidence you have used. See the blue text in the model paragraph for an example of this.
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Signposting PEEA answers


Here are some sentence starters to help you get going with the different sections within PEEA:








	Point: use key words from the question

	Evidence: don’t forget your quotation marks

	Explanation

	Analysis










	The character…

The author uses…


The writer creates a…



	This is evident in…

For example,…


The evidence for this is…


For instance…



	This suggests that…

This implies that…


The effect of…


This shows that…



	This is significant because…

In addition…


Furthermore…


Moreover…




















Writing Paper





Choosing a task


In the Writing Paper you get to choose what task you want to complete. There will be four tasks and you must pick two. The tasks will be a mixture of fiction and non-fiction writing so you could pick one of each or two of one style. For some students the free selection can be exciting, for others a little daunting.


Here are some example tasks:
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Questions




	
1  Write a story entitled ‘The Lost Key’.

(25)




	
2  Write a letter of application for your dream job.

(25)




	
3  Write a description of a storm at sea.

(25)




	
4  Write an article for a music website reviewing a concert you have attended.

You should include:




	
•  descriptions of the music and musicians


	
•  details about the venue


	
•  what you enjoyed about the concert and what you did not enjoy.











(25)
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Considering your writing style preferences during revision will avoid any momentary panic in the exam. But also remember, you do not have to stick with this preference when you get to the exam. It is important you pick a task that you feel passionate about because this will seep into your writing and make it all the better. A task preference during revision may not be your choice for the exam.
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Task 3: To help you decide on your writing style preferences, as well as reflect on your previous work, follow these simple steps:




	
•  Read back through some of your previous writing tasks from school or revision. Which ones did you enjoy writing? In what ways could you have improved your piece?


	
•  Look through your teacher’s feedback for any writing tasks – what areas have they mentioned as strengths? What targets have they given you to improve?


	
•  Can you spot any patterns occurring? For example, did you enjoy reading back through your descriptive pieces or is the feedback really positive about your persuasive writing?
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Focus on the task


Once you have chosen your task in the exam (based on your preferences) you must focus on it. If you go off topic, do not address the topic at all or write in a different form, you will not gain all the marks you deserve.


To make sure you focus clearly on the task before you write, first consider the Tone, Audience, Purpose and Form (TAPF) of the task. This is especially important for non-fiction writing. This will help ensure the perspective you take and the voice and register you use will be suitable. For example, a letter written to your parents to persuade them to give you extra pocket money will be different in voice and register from a letter written to your headteacher about food waste at school mealtimes. (See Chapter 5 for more examples and tasks to help you practise TAPF.)











Plan – Write – Edit



When you are ready to write, you should go through three stages:




	
•  Plan – make a brief and speedy plan. (5 minutes)


	
•  Write – get pen to paper and go for it! (25 minutes)


	
•  Edit – check for mistakes and improve your work. (5 minutes)





(See page 57 in Chapter 5 for a detailed overview of this strategy.)




Plan


Remember you do not have long to choose a task and plan, probably 5 to 7 minutes. So, the plan does not need to be elaborately laid out or have lots of detail. It is just a guide for you to refer back to when writing. You might find that you have different plans for different types of writing: a few brief notes, a simple ideas map or a table of pro/con points, for example. It is what works for you that matters. (See Chapters 5 and 6 for some specific planning ideas.)


Of course, planning is a useful tool for creating a well-structured and clearly thought-out final piece but you will not get marked on your plan. So spend the majority of your time in the second stage: Write!







Write


You will most definitely be marked on your use of language, however.


Before you start writing, write a quick checklist or even your favourite mnemonic (such as MAPSO or AFOREST) at the top of your paper, then tick it off as you use a technique. That way, you won’t miss something. Here are those helpful mnemonics but you can always create your own too:








	MAPSO

	AFOREST










	
Metaphor

Alliteration


Personification


Simile


Onomatopoeia



	
Alliteration / Anecdote

Facts / Figurative language


Opinions


Repetition / Rhetorical questions


Emotive language / Exaggeration (hyperbole)


Short sentences / Statistics


Power of Three
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Revision tip


Create some of your own word/phrase banks for tricky spellings, fantastic vocabulary or descriptive phrases that you like. These can be ideas you pick up in your own reading or revision. You may well be able to adapt them to suit your chosen writing task.
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(See Chapters 5 and 6 for examples of these techniques in action.)


Remember, even in non-fiction writing you can use techniques like metaphors and similes (they don’t belong exclusively to fiction). The same is true of demonstrating a range of vocabulary and sentence structures (find a range of sentence starters and structures on page 72), whatever the task. The key is to show off your language skills, not limit yourself!


When you start writing, make sure you stick to Standard English and use a formal tone, unless the task calls for informality. You can, of course, use slang and informality in direct speech within fiction writing if that suits the character you are developing.


Ensuring your writing is in paragraphs will make sure your ideas are clearly presented and easy for a reader to engage with, whether you are analysing a poem, building tension in creative writing or providing different sides of an argument.


The mnemonic TiPToP can help you remember when to start a new paragraph:


Start a new paragraph when the Time, Place, Topic or Person changes.
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Skills tip


When you include onomatopoeia, avoid using single words like ‘boom’ or ‘bang’. Instead, include them in your sentences. For example, ‘The car’s exhaust boomed’ or ‘The light was extinguished with a bang’.
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Edit



In the editing stage, you should be correcting mistakes but also improving the work you have done, which is why it is called ‘Edit’. You have around 5 minutes to edit so you will probably have to skim read, but do try to put yourself in your reader’s shoes. For example, if you cannot read a word you have written, they probably will not be able to either!
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