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Did you think it was over?

Did you think I would accept defeat, and disappear?

No! That can never be. I am Malvel, the Dark Wizard who strikes fear into the hearts of the people of Avantia. I still have much more to show this kingdom, and one boy in particular – Tom.

The young hero liberated the six Beasts of Avantia from my curse. But his fight is far from over. Let us see how he fares with a new Quest, one that will surely crush him and his companion, Elenna.

Avantia’s Beasts had good hearts that I corrupted for my own wicked purpose. Now, thanks to Tom, they are free to protect the kingdom once more. But I have created six new supreme Beasts whose hearts are evil and so cannot be set free: monster squid, giant monkey, stone charmer, snake man, king of spiders and three-headed lion. Each one guards a piece of the most precious relic of Avantia, which I have stolen: the suit of golden armour that gives magical strengths to its rightful owner. I will stop at nothing to prevent Tom collecting the complete suit and defeating me again. This time he will not win!

Malvel


PROLOGUE
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The sun was setting over the central plains of Avantia. Tagus the horse-man, good Beast and protector of the land, nodded his head contentedly. All was peaceful, as it had been ever since Tom had freed him from the evil curse of Malvel the Dark Wizard.

It was time to rest. Tagus stamped a heavy hoof and turned to look at the cattle in the distance. A strange shape had appeared on an outcrop of rock on the far horizon, the sun behind it. Some kind of large animal was watching the herd.

A predator!

Tagus trotted forwards warily, keeping to the cover of rocks and trees as he approached the creature. At last he was close enough to see clearly.

It was a huge three-headed lion, the sunlight shining on its thick golden fur and the shaggy manes that hung from its three heads. Six eyes burned with a wicked emerald light as it gazed down at the cattle, and its lips were drawn back to reveal fearsome, slavering teeth.

Tagus knew immediately that this was an evil Beast, sent by Malvel to cause mayhem. Instinct told him that he must confront the lion and do all in his power to destroy it. He eyed its huge paws, each one the size of his own head and studded with long, razor-sharp claws. Then, with a fierce cry, he galloped out of cover, drawing his sword as he pounded towards the lion.

The three heads turned and the three mouths bellowed with anger and hatred. The lion pounced from its position on the rock, filling the whole sky as it came crashing down on Tagus. The horse-man’s sword spun from his hand as the two mighty Beasts rolled across the ground.

Tagus fought hard, kicking with his hooves and gripping one of the lion’s three throats. But the two other heads came snapping at him and he could smell the Beast’s foul breath as three sets of teeth sought to tear the flesh from his bones.

A powerful double blow from the horse-man’s back legs sent the lion sprawling. Panting, Tagus got to his feet, but the evil Beast attacked again, jaws snapping, and its terrible weight held him to the ground. Tagus had never known such strength and savagery before. He could feel deep wounds on his flanks and neck, and sensed his death was near. The lion pinned him down, its back arching as the three heads lifted and let out deafening, triumphant roars.

Tagus struggled valiantly, but he was already too weak to break free. The heads bent down now, hungry eyes glowing, jaws snapping and ready to sink into Tagus’s flesh…
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Suddenly an arrow came shooting out of nowhere, the sharp point sinking deep into one of the lion’s paws.
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The monster let out a roar of anger and leapt back, his great body trembling with rage. Tagus tried to get up, but he was too badly wounded.

While one lion head tore at the arrow, the other two were turning, their blazing eyes searching for the archer. A second arrow hissed, narrowly missing one of the heads. With an ear-splitting roar, the lion took off, bounding away towards the darkening plains.

Gasping with relief, Tagus looked up.

Two familiar shapes stood on the high horizon: a boy whose golden armour shone in the light of the setting sun, and a girl with another arrow already fitted to her bow. A horse and a wolf stood poised on the rocky outcrop behind them.


CHAPTER ONE

THE WOUNDED BEAST
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“Tagus is hurt!” Tom cried, scrambling onto his horse. “Quickly, Storm!”

Elenna leapt up behind Tom. The black stallion neighed and reared, his hooves striking the air, before he set off at a gallop. Tom and Elenna clung grimly to his back, with Elenna’s loyal wolf Silver close behind.
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