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Map of the World


NORTH


EAST


SOUTH


WEST


4


Maps have been drawn 


and used for thousands 


of years, helping us know 


more about the world. 


Journey around the 


globe with this book  


as your guide, and view 


the continents and 


countries up-close.  


North America


South America


7 Continents


197 Countries
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page 172


Europe


Asia


Australasia


Antartica


Africa
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This map is missing the 


continents of North and South 


America, Australasia and 


Antarctica. These are places 


that had yet to be visited by 


Europeans.

Where is Europe?


Europe is part of a giant landmass that borders 


Asia, and includes a small number of islands in 


surrounding seas and oceans. Many early maps 


were made by European adventurers who travelled 


beyond the continent, ‘discovering’ new lands.  


This is one of the irst maps of the world. It was created in 1482 


in Germany, following instructions that were originally writtenin 


150 


CE


, by a Greek astronomer, Ptolemy.


European map-making


During the 1400s and 1500s European 


explorers set out to ind new routes 


across the seas to Asia, 


encountering 


unknown 


countries that 


they recorded 


on maps.


What does a map do?


 


Maps show you where things are and can 


be used to help you get from one place 


to another. They can also show you the 


distance between two places, but the map 


needs to be accurate and to scale.
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Lines of latitude go round the world from east to west. The Equator is a line of latitude (0°).


Lines of longitude, or meridians, go round the world from north to south.


BERLIN: 


52°N, 13°E


MADRID: 


40°N, 3°W


NAPLES: 


40°N, 14°E


STOCKHOLM: 


59°N, 18°E


Latitude and longitude


You can use a map to locate a place by using grid 


references, such as lines of latitude and longitude. You 


can also describe a place in relation to the compass 


points of north, east, south or west.


World maps feature a grid of imaginary lines called 


latitude and longitude. These lines are numbered so that 


places can be located using the number of the latitude 


line irst, followed by the number of the longitude line.


Africa is south  


of Europe 


Asia is east of Europe


To the west of Europe 


is the Atlantic Ocean


To the south of Europe is 


the Mediterranean Sea


The 0


°


 line of longitude 


is also known as the 


Prime Meridian. It runs 


through Greenwich in 


London, UK.


160°E


140°E
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60°N


40°N


20°N


20°S


40°S


60°S


EQUATOR


ANTARCTIC CIRCLE


ARCTIC CIRCLE


North of Europe is 


the Arctic Ocean


NORTH


EAST


SOUTH


WEST


The Prime Meridian marks the 


starting point of every time 


zone in the world. Every place 


that is on a line of longitude 


has the same time. The world 


is divided into 24 time zones, 


each 15 degrees of longitude 


apart from each other.


PRIME MERIDIAN
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Montenegro


Bosnia and 


Herzegovina


Switzerland

Countries


Europe may be the second smallest continent, but it has the 


third largest population of around 742.5 million people.


UK


Spain


Poland


Germany


Netherlands


Belgium


Greece


Portugal


Czech Republic


Sweden


Austria


Denmark


Slovakia


Norway


France


Slovenia


Kosovo


Luxembourg


Malta


Iceland


Andora


Liechtenstein


Monaco


Italy


San Marino


Vatican City


Croatia


Ireland
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Transcontinental countries


There are ive countries in Europe 


that also cross over into the continent 


of Asia. They are Russia, Azerbaijan, 


Georgia, Kazakhstan and Turkey. These 


are called ‘transcontinental countries’.


Ukraine


Russia


Romania


Turkey


Kazakhstan


Hungary


Azerbaijan


Belarus


Bulgaria


Finland


Georgia


Moldova


Lithuania


Albania


North 


Macedonia


Latvia


Estonia


Cyprus


Serbia
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Dividing and uniting Europe


The Europe we know today is different from the Europe that existed 25 years ago  


and unrecognisable from that of 10,000 years ago. The number of  


countries and their borders have changed throughout history. 


20th century Europe


During the 20th century, the 


map of Europe, particularly 


in the East, went through 


many changes.  


After the First World War 


(1914–1918), the borders 


within Europe were redrawn, 


changing the centres of power.


This created many new 


countries; some countries lost 


land and others disappeared.


EUROPE 1914


EUROPE 1919


Netherlands


Belgium


Luxembourg


Switzerland


Italy


Montenegro


Albania


Germany


Austria-Hungary


Romania


Bulgaria


Serbia


Ottoman Empire


Greece


Germany


Poland


Austria


Hungary


Czechoslovakia


Yugoslavia


Turkey
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The European Union


The EU is made up of the following countries:


Belgium


Denmark


Greece


Portugal


Austria


Cyprus


Poland


Bulgaria


Croatia


1957


1973


1981


1986


1995


2004


2007


2013


France


Ireland


Spain


Finland


Czech Republic


Slovakia


Romania


Germany


United Kingdom*


Sweden


Estonia


Malta


Italy


Hungary


Slovenia


Luxembourg


Latvia


Netherlands


Lithuania


Year they 


joined the EU


Countries


GERMANY

€


After the Second World War 


(1939–1945), Germany was 


divided into two countries: East 


Germany and West Germany.  


In 1961, a wall was built 


 


splitting the capital city, Berlin,  


in two. One half belonged to 


communist East Germany, and 


the other half to democratic  


West Germany. 


In 1991, the communist Soviet Union 


broke up, creating new independent 


nations that became part of the 


continent of Europe.  


In 1989 the Berlin Wall came down. Not long after 


East and West Germany were reunited as one 


country. This moment led to a gradual change 


of politics in Eastern Europe.  


Although each country within Europe 


has its own government and parliament, 


some seek to work together as part 


of a group called the European Union 


(EU). The member states work together 


to help each other with political and 


economic problems.


At irst there were just six countries 


in the European Economic Community.


There are now 28 countries, known as 


member states. Nineteen of these countries 


share the same currency, the euro.


Russia


Estonia


Latvia


Lithuania


Belarus


Georgia


Ukraine


Azerbaijan


Kazakhstan


Moldova


BERLIN WALL


WEST


EAST


*In 2016, the United Kingdom voted to leave the EU. 
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  Northern Europe


Northern Europe is made up of the 


following countries: Iceland, Norway, 


Sweden, Finland, Denmark, the United 


Kingdom, Ireland, Estonia, Latvia and 


Lithuania. 


  British Isles 


The British Isles refers to a collection of 


islands. It includes the United Kingdom 


and Ireland, and although it has the word 


‘British’ in its title, it does not describe a 


collective nationality. 


The United Kingdom is made up of 


Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and 


England, whereas Great Britain refers to 


just Scotland, Wales and England.  


  Western Europe 


The countries of Western Europe are: 


France, Germany, Austria, Belgium, 


Liechtenstein, Monaco, Netherlands, 


Luxembourg and Switzerland.  


  Southern Europe 


Southern Europe is made up of countries 


that border with the Mediterranean Sea 


as well as those further inland that share 


a warm Mediterranean climate (see 


pages 16–17).

Regions of Europe


When people talk about Europe, they often divide it up into regions. The regions are 


connected by their location and often share a similar history and language.  


The four main points of the compass are used to split 


Europe into four regions: Northern Europe, Eastern 


Europe, Southern Europe and Western Europe.


Greenland
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  Nordic countries


The Nordic countries include Denmark, Finland, 


Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Greenland. 


Greenland is part of the North American 


continent, but is also part of the kingdom of 


Denmark. It used to be governed by 


 


the Danish, and still shares many 


political and cultural similarities with 


its former ruler.


  Scandinavia


The countries of Norway, Sweden and 


Denmark are known collectively as 


Scandinavia. They share a common 


history. In the past, these countries 


fought each other over their territories, 


and the people who lived in these 


countries were known as Vikings. 


  Baltic states


The three countries of Latvia, Estonia 


and Lithuania are often referred to as the 


Baltics. The name comes from the Baltic 


Sea, with these countries sitting on its 


eastern coast. 


  Benelux


Benelux is a region that unites Belgium, Netherlands 


and Luxembourg. These countries established 


Benelux as a union in 1944. The name is made  


up of the initial letters of each country:


Be


lgium, 


Ne


therlands,


Lux


embourg.


They are also referred to as the Low Countries,  


as much of their land is lat and below sea level.


  Eastern Europe


Eastern Europe is made up of Poland, the Czech 


Republic (also known as Czechia), Hungary, 


Romania, Bulgaria and the countries that are 


east of these. These countries have histories that 


connect them to the Soviet Union (see page 13). 


Some people include the Baltic States in this region.


N
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E
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S


SW
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NW
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Climates


Europe can be divided up into four different climate zones: 


Mediterranean 


marine west coast 


humid continental 


subarctic


Each zone experiences different temperatures and weather 


conditions that shape their wildlife and the lifestyles of people who live there.


  Subarctic zone


The subarctic climate is cold and snowy with very long winters and 


short mild summers, lasting from one to three months. The very 


north of this zone falls into the Arctic Circle, where the ground is 


permanently frozen, making it dificult for plants, other than mosses 


and lichen, to grow.


  Humid continental zone


The climate in Europe’s humid continental zone varies between 


the four seasons, as it does across Europe. But it is here that the 


differences are felt most strongly.


  Marine west coast zone


The marine west coast climate zone is in the path of westerly ocean 


winds. These winds bring cloudy skies and keep the air over the land 


cool in summer and mild in the winter.  


  Mediterranean zone


The Mediterranean climate is known for 


long, hot and dry summers and cool, wet 


winters. The mountain ranges further 


inland block out the cold north winds, while 


hot, steady winds blow in from Africa.


SUMMERAUTUMNWINTER


SPRING


warm and 


humid


cool and dry


cold and harsh


warm and wet
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  Isotherms 


Maps are used to show weather forecasts 


and can be used to give us an overview of how 


weather differs across areas of land.


This isotherm map on the right shows the average 


temperature in January. Each line (isotherm) crosses over 


an area that has the same temperature.  


Northernmost point


At the northernmost part 


of Europe is an archipelago, 


called Franz Josef Land that 


is part of Russia. It’s made 


up of 191 islands, which are 


mainly covered in sheets of 


ice. It’s an unwelcome home 


for humans, but a perfect 


sanctuary for Arctic wildlife 


such as walruses. It has 


 


a record low temperature  


of -44.4°C.


Southernmost point


At the southernmost 


part of Europe is a Greek 


island called Gavdos. This 


small island is a popular 


destination for tourists 


looking for beaches and 


hot weather. In the summer 


temperatures can reach 


above 40°C.


-18-12-6.5-14.510


TEMPERATURE ˚C


JANUARY


JULY


30


25


20


15


10


5


0


-5


-10


-15


-20


-25


-30


AVERAGE TEMPERATURE ˚C


Wette


st place


Crkvice, in the mountains 


of Montenegro, is the 


wettest inhabited place 


in Europe. It’s within the 


Mediterranean climate zone 


and remains dry during 


summer but pours with rain 


during the rest of the year. 


Its average annual rainfall is 


around 4,648 mm, hitting a 


record 8,036 mm in 1937.


SOUTHERNMOST EUROPE


NORTHERNMOST EUROPE


CRKVICE


FRANZ JOSEF LAND


GAVDOS


ALMERÍA


Drie


st place


Almería, in southern 


Spain, is the driest city in 


Europe. It only experiences 


around 26 days of rain per 


year, with an average 


annual rainfall of 


just 196 mm.
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Wildlife


Europe has a huge range of wildlife, 


from polar bears in the Arctic to sand 


snakes in the Mediterranean. Over 


thousands of years, humans have cut down forests and woodlands, 


which now only cover about 25 per cent of the continent. However, 


in some of these forests you can still see bears  


and boars, and ancient oak trees.


Atlantic cod 


Atlantic cod can be found in the 


waters around Iceland, Norway and 


the UK. It is one of the world’s most 


popular ish to eat, particularly in 


the UK, Spain and Portugal.


Bottlenose 


dolphin


European 


squid


Grey seal


Arctic fox


Polar bear


European


elk


Gallic rooster


English 


oak


Wild 


boar


Asp viper


Pine marten


Iberian lynx


The Iberian lynx is one of the most 


endangered species of animal in 


Europe, with only around 300 living 


in the wild. Its habitat in Spain and 


Portugal has been reduced through 


the construction of 


roads and towns, 


and its diet of rabbit 


has been affected by 


a series of diseases. 


Nettle-tree butterfly


Olive 


tree


Wolverine


Tulips


Peregrine 


falcon
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Tulips


The well-drained lowland soil found in the 


Netherlands makes it a good place to grow plants, 


and tulips are farmed here. In the 17th century, 


tulips wereso valued that,for a short time, the Dutch 


used tulip bulbs as money.


Olive tree


The fruit of the evergreen 


olive tree has been used 


for ancient rituals and in 


cooking since around 


3000 


BCE


. Olive 


trees can live for 


several centuries, 


and are able to 


survive long  


spells of dry 


weather,which make 


them suitable plants for 


the Mediterranean.  


Brown bear


Great egret


Sand lizard


Steppe eagle


European bison


The European bison is Europe’s 


largest land mammal. However, 


they became extinct in the wild 


in the early part of the 20th 


century. Recently, a successful 


programme of reintroduction 


has seen the number of free-


roaming bison grow to over 


4,000. They can now be 


found in the forests of Poland, 


Belarus, Romania and Ukraine.


European 


bison
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Between the ragged western coastlines and 


the towering mountain border to the east, 


Europe is dotted and lined with forests and 


rivers, and an array of natural wonders. 

Natural landmarks


Cairngorms


Pyrenees


River 


Rhine


River 


Seine


  Giant’s Causeway


Giant’s Causeway is a natural rock formation  


of around 40,000 interlocking basalt columns.  


Most of the columns are hexagonal, and some  


are as high as 11.8 m.  


An Irish legend tells how a giant called Finn 


McCool built the causeway to cross over to 


Scotland to ight another giant. In fact, the 


causeway was created around 60 million years 


ago as a result of a volcanic eruption. The lava 


cooled quickly, forming the distinctive  


basalt shapes. 


Pennines


  Fjords, Norway


Fjords are long, narrow inlets of water with steep 


walls of rock on either side. Huge slow-moving glaciers 


carved out the deep jords. There are more jords in 


Norway than anywhere else in the world.


  Giant’s Causeway


River 


Thames


River Loire


River Rhône


Auvergne Mountains


The Auvergne Mountains are the highest peaks in France’s 


Massif Central, an area that is covered with dense 


forests and extinct volcanoes covered in greenery.
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Mount Elbrus, in Russia, is the 


highest mountain in Europe, 


measuring 5,642 m.


Alps


Caucasus 


Mountains


Ural Mountains


D


a


n
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e


River 


Po


V


o


l


g


a


Ural River


Mount Etna in Sicily, Italy, is Europe’s 


tallest active volcano at 3,320 m. It is also 


Europe’s most active volcano.


The Alps


The Alps is a mountain range that stretches through 


many European countries including France, Germany, 


Switzerland, Italy, Austria and Slovenia. The tallest 


mountain in the Alps is Mont Blanc, at 4,810 m. It is on 


the border between France and Italy.


Balkan 


Mountains


The River Volga 


is the longest river in 


Europe, measuring 


3,692 km in length.


Scandinavian 


Mountains
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