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MORE PRAISE FOR A MOST IMPERFECT UNION


			“True patriotism consists in wanting to make your country better, not in pretending that it is already perfect. In A Most Imperfect Union, Ilan Stavans and Lalo Alcaraz provide a warts-and-all take on US history—witty and pithy, creative and critical, subversive and constructive. By scanning the country’s virtues and vices in a single sweep, they will make readers’ love for America better informed; the book may also help to inspire young Americans to sustain the project of making the United States a model country in an increasingly plural hemisphere, an increasingly complex world, and an increasingly cynical age.”

			—Felipe Fernández-Armesto, author of Our America:  A Hispanic History of the United States

			“Ilan Stavans and Lalo Alcaraz make a dynamic duo: spirited, energetic, sardonic, and irreverent. History is, after all, a story, and they are bravura storytellers, in words and pictures. They take issue, not only with the official story, but also with each other, demonstrating that the most essential element in the teaching of history—and the practice of democracy—is critical thought.”

			—Martín Espada, author of The Trouble Ball

			“Media mestizaje at its finest. Alcaraz and Stavans present a tribute to America full of the binaries that make our country great: angry and loving, lyrical and scabrous, academic and street-smart. If you don’t buy this book, you don’t know modern-day America.”

			—Gustavo Arellano, ¡Ask a Mexican! syndicated columnist

			“It’s often said—half jokingly—that every country has an unpredictable past. Our histories are unique and the stories we tell about them are often contradictory. Lalo Alcaraz’s dynamic, funny images and Ilan Stavans’s clever commentaries offer a fresh, adventurous way of viewing the ‘uncertain’ past of this amazing American nation.”

			—Paquito D’Rivera, multiple Grammy Award–winning musician and National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master

			“This dynamic duo has done it again. Wordsmith extraordinaire Stavans and virtuoso visual artist Alcaraz reveal the blind spots in our country’s magisterial epic and open our eyes to the nation’s real grand story, describing it less as a uniform and progressive history than as a ‘symphony of creative destruction.’ This merciless, witty, and deeply learned book will arm us and our children with the know-how to create a better tomorrow.”

			—Frederick Luis Aldama, Arts & Humanities Distinguished Professor of English, Ohio State University, and author of The Routledge Concise History of Latino/a Literature
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