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Preface



The external history of a religious tradition often seems divorced from the raison d’être of faith. The spiritual quest is an interior journey; it is a psychic rather than a political drama. It is preoccupied with liturgy, doctrine, contemplative disciplines and an exploration of the heart, not with the clash of current events. Religions certainly have a life outside the soul. Their leaders have to contend with the state and affairs of the world, and often relish doing so. They fight with members of other faiths, who seem to challenge their claim to a monopoly of absolute truth; they also persecute their co-religionists for interpreting a tradition differently or for holding heterodox beliefs. Very often priests, rabbis, imams and shamans are just as consumed by worldly ambition as regular politicans. But all this is generally seen as an abuse of a sacred ideal. These power struggles are not what religion is really about, but an unworthy distraction from the life of the spirit, which is conducted far from the madding crowd, unseen, silent and unobtrusive. Indeed, in many faiths, monks and mystics lock themselves away from the world, since the clamour and strife of history is regarded as incompatible with a truly religious life.


In the Hindu tradition, history is dismissed as evanescent, unimportant and insubstantial. The philosophers of ancient Greece were concerned with the eternal laws underlying the flux of external events, which could be of no real interest to a serious thinker. In the gospels, Jesus often went out of his way to explain to his followers that his Kingdom was not of this world, but could only be found within the believer. The Kingdom would not arrive with a great political fanfare, but would develop as quietly and imperceptibly as a germinating mustard-seed. In the modern West, we have made a point of separating religion from politics; this secularization was originally seen by the philosophes of the Enlightenment as a means of liberating religion from the corruption of state affairs, and allowing it to become more truly itself.


But however spiritual their aspirations, religious people have to seek God or the sacred in this world. They often feel that they have a duty to bring their ideals to bear upon society. Even if they lock themselves away, they are inescapably men and women of their time and are affected by what goes on outside the monastery, although they do not fully realize this. Wars, plagues, famines, economic recession and the internal politics of their nation will intrude upon their cloistered existence and qualify their religious vision. Indeed, the tragedies of history often goad people into the spiritual quest, in order to find some ultimate meaning in what often seems to be a succession of random, arbitrary and dispiriting incidents. There is a symbiotic relationship between history and religion, therefore. It is, as the Buddha remarked, our perception that existence is awry that forces us to find an alternative which will prevent us from falling into despair.


Perhaps the central paradox of the religious life is that it seeks transcendence, a dimension of existence that goes beyond our mundane lives, but that human beings can only experience this transcendent reality in earthly, physical phenomena. People have sensed the divine in rocks, mountains, temple buildings, law codes, written texts, or in other men and women. We never experience transcendence directly: our ecstasy is always ‘earthed’, enshrined in something or someone here below. Religious people are trained to look beneath the unpromising surface to find the sacred within it. They have to use their creative imaginations. Jean-Paul Sartre defined the imagination as the ability to think of what is not present. Human beings are religious creatures because they are imaginative; they are so constituted that they are compelled to search for hidden meaning and to achieve an ecstasy that makes them feel fully alive. Each tradition encourages the faithful to focus their attention on an earthly symbol that is peculiarly its own, and to teach themselves to see the divine in it.


In Islam, Muslims have looked for God in history. Their sacred scripture, the Quran, gave them a historical mission. Their chief duty was to create a just community in which all members, even the most weak and vulnerable, were treated with absolute respect. The experience of building such a society and living in it would give them intimations of the divine, because they would be living in accordance with God’s will. A Muslim had to redeem history, and that meant that state affairs were not a distraction from spirituality but the stuff of religion itself. The political wellbeing of the Muslim community was a matter of supreme importance. Like any religious ideal, it was almost impossibly difficult to implement in the flawed and tragic conditions of history, but after each failure Muslims had to get up and begin again.


Muslims developed their own rituals, mysticism, philosophy, doctrines, sacred texts, laws and shrines like everybody else. But all these religious pursuits sprang directly from the Muslims’ frequently anguished contemplation of the political current affairs of Islamic society. If state institutions did not measure up to the Quranic ideal, if their political leaders were cruel or exploitative, or if their community was humiliated by apparently irreligious enemies, a Muslim could feel that his or her faith in life’s ultimate purpose and value was in jeopardy. Every effort had to be expended to put Islamic history back on track, or the whole religious enterprise would fail, and life would be drained of meaning. Politics was, therefore, what Christians would call a sacrament: it was the arena in which Muslims experienced God and which enabled the divine to function effectively in the world. Consequently, the historical trials and tribulations of the Muslim community – political assassinations, civil wars, invasions, and the rise and fall of the ruling dynasties – were not divorced from the interior religious quest, but were of the essence of the Islamic vision. A Muslim would meditate upon the current events of their time and upon past history as a Christian would contemplate an icon, using the creative imagination to discover the hidden divine kernel. An account of the external history of the Muslim people cannot, therefore, be of mere secondary interest, since one of the chief characteristics of Islam has been its sacralization of history.





Chronology







	610

	The Prophet Muhammad receives the first revelations of the Quran in Mecca and, two years later, begins to preach.






	616

	Relations between the Meccan establishment and Muhammad’s converts deteriorate; there is persecution and Muhammad’s position becomes increasingly untenable in Mecca.






	620

	Arabs from the settlement of Yathrib (later called Medina) make contact with Muhammad and invite him to lead their community.






	622

	The Prophet together with some seventy Muslim families make the hijrah, or migration, from Mecca to Medina and the Meccan establishment vows revenge. The hijrah marks the beginning of the Muslim era.






	624

	Muslims inflict a dramatic defeat on Mecca at the Battle of Badr.






	625

	Muslims suffer a severe defeat at the hands of the Meccan army at the Battle of Uhud, outside Medina.






	 

	The Jewish tribes of Qaynuqah and Nadir are expelled from Medina for collaborating with Mecca.






	627

	Muslims soundly defeat the Meccan army at the Battle of the Trench. This is followed by the massacre of the men of the Jewish tribe of Qurayzah, which had supported the Meccans against the Muslims.






	628

	Muhammad’s daring peace initiative results in the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah between Mecca and Medina. He is now seen as the most powerful man in Arabia and attracts many of the Arabian tribes into his confederacy.






	
630

	The Meccans violate the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. Muhammad marches on Mecca with a large army of Muslims and their tribal allies. Mecca recognizes its defeat and voluntarily opens the gates to Muhammad, who takes the city without bloodshed and without forcing anybody to convert to Islam.






	632

	Death of the Prophet Muhammad.






	 

	Abu Bakr is elected his khalifah (representative).






	632–4

	The caliphate of Abu Bakr and the wars of riddah against tribes who secede from the confederacy. Abu Bakr manages to subdue the revolt and unite all the tribes of Arabia.






	634–44

	The caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab.






	 

	The Muslim armies invade Iraq, Syria and Egypt.






	638

	The Muslims conquer Jerusalem, which becomes the third holiest city in the Islamic world after Mecca and Medina.






	641

	The Muslims control Syria, Palestine and Egypt; they have defeated the Persian Empire and, when manpower is available, will occupy its territories. The garrison towns of Kufah, Basrah and Fustat are built to house the Muslim troops, who live separately from the subject population.






	644

	Caliph Umar is assassinated by a Persian prisoner of war.






	 

	Uthman ibn Affan is elected the third caliph.






	644–50

	Muslims conquer Cyprus, Tripoli in North Africa and establish Muslim rule in Iran, Afghanistan and Sind.






	656

	Caliph Uthman is asassinated by malcontent Muslim soldiers, who acclaim Ali ibn Abi Talib as the new caliph, but not all accept Ali’s rule.






	656–60

	The first fitnah. Civil war ensues.






	656

	The Battle of the Camel. Aisha, the Prophet’s wife, Talhah and Zubayr lead a rebellion against Ali for not avenging Uthman’s murder. They are defeated by Ali’s partisans.






	
 

	In Syria the opposition is led by Uthman’s kinsman, Muawiyyah ibn Abi Sufyan.






	657

	An attempt is made to arbitrate between the two sides at Siffin; when the arbitration goes against Ali, Muawiyyah deposes him and is proclaimed caliph in Jerusalem.






	 

	The Kharajites secede from Ali’s camp.






	661

	Ali is murdered by a Kharajite extremist.






	 

	Ali’s supporters acclaim his son Hasan as the next caliph, but Hasan comes to an agreement with Muawiyyah and retires to Medina.






	661–80

	The caliphate of Muawiyyah I. He founds the Umayyad dynasty, and moves his capital from Medina to Damascus.






	669

	The death of Hasan ibn Ali in Medina.






	680

	Yazid I becomes the second Umayyad caliph on the death of his father Muawiyyah.






	680–92

	The second fitnah. Another civil war ensues.






	680

	The Muslims of Kufah, who call themselves the Shiah i-Ali (the Partisans of Ali) acclaim Husain, the second son of Ali ibn Abi Talib, as caliph. Husain sets out from Medina to Kufah with a tiny army and is killed on the plain of Kerbala by Yazid’s troops.






	 

	Abdallah ibn al-Zubayr revolts against Yazid in Arabia.






	683

	Death of Yazid I.






	 

	Death of his infant son, Muawiyyah II.






	 

	Accession of Marwan I, the Umayyad claimant to the caliphate, who is supported by the Syrians.






	684

	Kharijite rebels against the Umayyads set up an independent state in central Arabia.






	 

	Kharajite uprisings in Iraq and Iran.






	 

	Shii uprising in Kufah.






	685–705

	Caliphate of Abd al-Malik, who manages to restore Umayyad rule.






	691

	Umayyad forces defeat the Kharijite and Shii rebels. The Dome of the Rock is completed in Jerusalem.






	692

	Umayyad forces defeat and kill Ibn al-Zubayr. As a result of the fitnah wars, a religious movement develops in Basrah, Medina and Kufah; various schools campaign for a more stringent application of the Quran in public and private life.






	705–15

	Caliphate of al-Walid.






	 

	Muslim armies continue the conquest of North Africa and establish a kingdom in Spain.






	717–20

	Caliphate of Umar II. The first caliph to encourage conversion to Islam. He tries to implement some of the ideals of the religious movement.






	720–24

	Caliphate of Yazid II, a dissolute ruler. There is widespread Shii and Kharijite discontent with Umayyad government.






	724–43

	Caliphate of Hisham I, a devout but more autocratic ruler, who also antagonizes the more pious Muslims.






	728

	Death of Hasan al-Basri, hadith scholar, religious reformer and ascetic.






	732

	The Battle of Poitiers. Charles Martel defeats a small raiding party of Spanish Muslims.






	 

	Abu Hanifah pioneers the study of fiqh.






	 

	Muhammad ibn Ishaq writes the first major biography of the Prophet Muhammad.






	743–4

	The Abbasid faction begin to muster support against the Umayyads in Iran, fighting under the banner of the Shiah.






	743

	Caliphate of Walid II.






	744–9

	Marwan II seizes the caliphate and tries to restore Umayyad supremacy against the insurgents. His Syrian forces suppress some of the Shii revolts, but:






	749

	The Abbasids conquer Kufah and overthrow the Umayyads.






	750–54

	Caliph Abu al-Abbas al-Saffah, the first Abbasid caliph, massacres all the members of the Umayyad family. A sign of an absolute monarchy that is new to Islam.






	755–75

	Caliphate of Abu Jafar al-Mansur. He murders prominent Shiis.






	756

	Spain secedes from the Abbasid caliphate, setting up an independent kingdom under the leadership of one of the Umayyad refugees.






	762

	The foundation of Baghdad, which becomes the new Abbasid capital.






	765

	The death of Jafar as-Sadiq, the Sixth Imam of the Shiah, who urges his Shii disciples to withdraw on principle from politics.






	769

	Death of Abu Hanifah, the founder of the first of the great schools of Islamic law.






	775–85

	Caliphate of al-Mahdi. He encourages the development of fiqh, acknowledges the piety of the religious movement, which gradually learns to coexist with the absolutism of the Abbasid dynasty.






	786–809

	Caliphate of Harun al-Rashid. The zenith of Abbasid power. A great cultural renaissance in Baghdad and other cities of the empire. Besides patronizing scholarship, science and the arts, the caliph also encourages the study of fiqh and the anthologization of ahadith which will enable the formation of a coherent body of Islamic law (Shariah).






	795

	Death of Malik ibn Anas, founder of the Maliki school of jurisprudence.






	801

	Death of Rabiah, the first great woman mystic.






	809–13

	Civil war between al-Mamun and al-Amin, the two sons of Harun al-Rashid. Al-Mamun defeats his brother.






	813–33

	Caliphate of al-Mamun.






	814–15

	A Shii rebellion in Basrah.






	 

	A Kharijite revolt in Khurasan.






	 

	An intellectual, a patron of arts and learning, the caliph inclines towards the rationalistic theology of the Mutazilah, who had hitherto been out of favour. The caliph tries to reduce tension by wooing some of the rival religious groups.






	817

	Al-Mamun appoints al-Rida, the Eighth Shii Imam, as his successor.






	818

	Al-Rida dies, possibly murdered.






	 

	A state-sponsored inquisition (mihnah) tries to enforce Mutazilah views over those of the more popular ahl al-hadith, who are imprisoned for their doctrines.






	833–42

	Caliphate of al-Mutasim. The caliph creates his own personal corps of Turkish slave soldiers and moves his capital to Samarra.






	842–7

	Caliphate of al-Wathiq.






	847–61

	Caliphate of al-Mutawakkil.






	848

	Ali al-Hadi, the Tenth Shii Imam, is imprisoned in the Askari fortress in Samarra.






	855

	Death of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, a hero of the ahl al-hadith, and the founder of the Hanbali school of jurisprudence.






	861–2

	Caliphate of al-Muntasir.






	862–6

	Caliphate of al-Mustain.






	866–9

	Caliphate of al-Mutazz.






	868

	Death of the Tenth Shii Imam. His son Hasan al-Askari continues to live as a prisoner in Samarra.






	869–70

	Caliphate of al-Muhtadi.






	870

	Death of Yaqub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi, the first of the Muslim Faylasufs.






	870–92

	Caliphate of al-Mutamid.






	874

	Hasan al-Askari, the Eleventh Shii Imam, dies in prison in Samarra. His son Abu al-Qasim Muhammad is said to have gone into hiding to save his life. He is known as the Hidden Imam.






	 

	Death of Abu Yazid al-Bistami, one of the earliest of the ‘drunken Sufi’ mystics.






	892–902

	Caliphate of al-Mutadid.






	902–8

	Caliphate of al-Muktafi.






	908–32

	Caliphate of al-Muqtadir.






	909

	Shii Fatimids seize power in Ifriqiyyah, Tunisia.






	910

	Death of Junayd of Baghdad, the first of the ‘sober Sufis’.






	922

	The execution for blasphemy of the ‘drunken Sufi’ Husain al-Mansur, known as al-Hallaj, the Wool-Carder.






	923

	Death in Baghdad of the historian Abu Jafar al-Tabari.






	932–4

	Caliphate of al-Qahir.






	
934–40

	Caliphate of al-Radi.






	934

	The ‘Occultation’ of the Hidden Imam in a transcendent realm is announced.






	935

	Death of the philosopher Hasan al-Ashari.







From this point, the caliphs no longer wield temporal power but retain merely a symbolic authority. Real power now resides with the local rulers, who establish dynasties in various parts of the empire. Most of them acknowledge the suzerainty of the Abbasid caliphs. Many of these local rulers of the tenth century have Shii leanings.






	874–999

	
The Samanids, a Sunni Iranian dynasty, rule in Khurasan, Rayy, Kirman, and Transoxania, with a capital at Bukhara. Samarkand is also an important cultural centre of a Persian literary renaissance. In the 990s the Samanids begin to lose power east of the Oxus to the Kharakhanid Turks, and in the west to the Ghaznavids.






	 

	The Spanish kingdom of al-Andalus






	912–61

	Rule of Caliph Abd al-Rahman III, an absolute ruler.






	969–1027

	Cordova a centre of learning.






	1010

	Central power weakens and petty emirates establish local rule.






	1064

	Death of Ibn Hazm, poet, vizier and theologian.






	1085

	Toledo falls to the Christian armies of the Reconquista.






	929–1003

	
The Hamdanids, Arab tribesmen, rule Aleppo and Mosul. Court patronage of scholars, historians, poets and Faylasufs.






	950

	Death of Abu Nasr al-Farabi, Faylasuf and court musician at Aleppo.






	c.930–1030

	
The Buyids. Twelver Shiis and mountain dwellers from Daylam in Iran, begin to seize power in western Iran during the 930s.






	945

	The Buyids seize power in Baghdad, south Iraq and Oman.






	
 

	Baghdad begins to lose its prominence to Shiraz, which becomes a centre of learning.






	983

	Buyid unity begins to disintegrate. They eventually succumb to Mahmud of Ghaznah in Rayy (1030) and the Ghaznavids in the plateau areas of western Iran.






	935–69

	
The Ikhshids, founded by the Turk Muhammad ibn Tugh, rule Egypt, Syria and the Hijaz.






	969–1171

	
The Shii Fatimids (originally established in Tunisia in 909) rule North Africa, Egypt and parts of Syria, establishing a rival caliphate.






	972

	The Fatimids move their capital to Cairo, which becomes a centre of Shii learning, and build the madrasah of al-Azhar there.






	976–1118

	The Ghaznavids






	999–1030

	Mahmud of Ghaznah establishes a permanent Muslim power in north India, and seizes power from the Samanids in Iran. A brilliant court.






	1037

	Death in Hamadan of the great Faylasuf Ibn Sina (Avicenna in the West).






	990–1118

	The Seljuk Empire






	990s

	The Seljuk Turkish family from Central Asia convert to Islam. In the early eleventh century they enter Transoxania and Khwarazm with their cavalry of nomadic troops.






	1030s

	The Seljuks in Khurasan.






	1040

	They take western Iran from the Ghaznavids, and enter Azerbaijan.






	1055

	Sultan Togril-beg rules the Seljuk Empire from Baghdad as the lieutenant of the Abbasid caliphs.






	1063–73

	The rule of Sultan Arp Arslan.






	1065–7

	The Nizamiyyah madrasah built in Baghdad.






	1073–92

	Malikshah rules the empire, with Nizalmulmulk as vizier.






	
 

	The Turkish troops enter Syria and Anatolia.






	1071

	Seljuk troops defeat the Byzantines at the Battle of Manzikurt, establish themselves in Anatolia, reaching the Aegean Sea (1080).






	 

	Seljuks war with the Fatimids and local rulers in Syria.






	1094

	Byzantine emperor Alexius Comnenus I asks Western Christendom for help against the Seljuk infiltration of his territory.






	1095

	Pope Urban II preaches the First Crusade.






	1099

	The Crusaders conquer Jerusalem.






	 

	The Crusaders establish four Crusader states in Palestine, Anatolia and Syria.






	1090s

	The Ismailis begin their revolt against Seljuk and Sunni hegemony. Local Turkish dynasties start to arise in various parts of the empire.






	1111

	Death in Baghdad of the theologian and legist Abu Hamid al-Ghazzali.






	1118

	Seljuk domains break up into independent principalities.






	1118–1258

	Small dynasties now function independently, acknowledging the suzerainty of the Abbasid caliphate, but in practice bowing only to the superior power of a neighbouring dynasty. Notable examples are:






	1127–73

	The Zanghid dynasty, founded by a Seljuk commander, begins to unite Syria in a riposte against the Crusaders.






	1130–1269

	The Almohads, a Sunni dynasty, attempt to reform North Africa and Spain according to the principles of al-Ghazzali.






	1150–1220

	The Khwarazmshahs from north-west Transoxania defeat the remaining small Seljuk dynasties in Iran.






	1171–1250

	The Ayyubid dynasty, founded by the Kurdish general Saladin, continues the Zanghid campaign against the Crusaders, defeats the Fatimid caliphate in Egypt, and converts it to Sunni Islam.






	
1180–1225

	Al-Nasir, Abbasid caliph in Baghdad, attempts to use the Islamic futuwwah guilds as a basis for more effective rule.






	1187

	Saladin defeats the Crusaders at the battle of Hattin and restores Jerusalem to Islam.






	1191

	The Sufi mystic and philosopher Yahya Suhrawardi dies, possibly executed by the Ayyubids for heresy, in Aleppo.






	1193

	The Iranian Ghurid dynasty takes Delhi and establishes rule in India.






	1198

	Death in Cordova of the Faylasuf Ibn Rushd (known in the West as Averroes).






	1199–1220

	Ala al-Din Mahmoud, Khwarazmshah, determines to create a great Iranian monarchy.






	1205–87

	A Turkish slave dynasty defeats the Ghurids in India and establishes the Sultanate of Delhi, ruling the whole of the Ganges Valley. But soon these smaller dynasties have to face the Mongol threat.






	1220–31

	The first great Mongol raids, with immense destruction of cities.






	1224–1391

	The Golden Horde Mongols rule the lands north of the Caspian and Black Seas and convert to Islam.






	1225

	The Almohads abandon Spain, where Muslim power is eventually reduced to the small Kingdom of Granada.






	1227

	Death of the Mongol leader Genghis Khan.






	1227–1358

	The Chaghaytay Mongol Khans rule Transoxania and convert to Islam.






	1228–1551

	The Hafsid dynasty replace the Almohads in Tunisia.






	1240

	Death of the Sufi philosopher Muid ad-Din Ibn al-Arabi.






	1250

	The Mamluks, a slave corps, overthrow the Ayyubids, and establish a ruling dynasty in Egypt and Syria.






	1256–1335

	The Mongol Il-Khans rule Iraq and Iran and convert to Islam.






	1258

	They destroy Baghdad.






	1260

	The Mamluk sultan Baybars defeats the Mongol Il-Khans at the Battle of Ain Jalut, and goes on to destroy many of the remaining strongholds on the Syrian coast.






	1273

	Death of Jalal al-Din Rumi in Anatolia, founder of the Whirling Dervishes.






	1288

	Uthman, a ghazi, on the Byzantine frontier, founds the Ottoman dynasty in Anatolia.






	1326–59

	Orkhan, Uthman’s son, establishes an independent Ottoman state, with its capital at Bursa, and dominates the declining Byzantine Empire.






	1328

	Death of the reformer Ahmad ibn Taymiyyah in Damascus.






	1334–53

	Yusuf, king of Granada, builds the Alhambra, which is completed by his son.






	1369–1405

	Timur Lane revives Chaghaytay Mongol power in Samarkand, conquers much of the Middle East and Anatolia, and sacks Delhi. But his empire disintegrates after his death.






	1389

	The Ottomans subdue the Balkans by defeating the Serbians at Kossovo Field. They go on to extend their power in Anatolia, but are overthrown by Timur Lane in 1402.






	1403–21

	After the death of Timur, Mehmed I revives the Ottoman state.






	1406

	Death of the Faylasuf and historian Ibn Khaldun.






	1421–51

	Murad I asserts Ottoman power against Hungary and the West.






	1453

	Memed II ‘the Conqueror’ conquers Constantinople, henceforth known as Istanbul, and makes it the capital of the Ottoman Empire.






	1492

	The Muslim Kingdom of Granada is conquered by the Catholic monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella.






	1502–24

	Ismail, head of the Safavid Sufi Order, conquers Iran, where he establishes the Safavid Empire. Twelver Shiism is now the official religion of Iran and Ismail’s brutal attempts to suppress Sunni Islam in his domains inspire a persecution of Shiis in the Ottoman Empire.






	1510

	Ismail pushes the Sunni Uzbeks out of Khurasan and establishes Shii rule there.






	
1513

	Portuguese traders reach south China.






	1514

	Sultan Selim I defeats Shah Ismail’s Safavid army at the Battle of Chaldiran, halting the Safavid westward advance into Ottoman territory.






	1517

	The Ottomans conquer Egypt and Syria from the Mamluks.






	1520–66

	Suleiman, known in the West as the Magnificent, expands the Ottoman Empire and develops its distinctive institutions.






	1522

	The Ottomans take Rhodes.






	1524–76

	Tahmasp I, the second Safavid shah of Iran, strengthens Shii dominance there. His court becomes a centre of art, especially known for its painting.






	1526

	Babur establishes the Moghul Empire in India.






	1529

	The Ottomans besiege Vienna.






	1542

	The Portuguese establish the first European commercial empire.






	1543

	The Ottomans subjugate Hungary.






	1552–6

	The Russians conquer the old Mongol khanates of Kazan and Astrakhan on the River Volga.






	1560–1605

	Akbar is the emperor of Moghul India, which reaches the zenith of its power. Akbar fosters Hindu-Muslim cooperation, and conquers territory in south India. He presides over a cultural renaissance.






	 

	The Ottomans and Portuguese conduct a naval war in the Indian Ocean.






	1570

	The Ottomans take Cyprus.






	1578

	Death of the Ottoman court architect Sinan Pasha.






	1580s

	Portuguese weakened in India.






	1588–1629

	Shah Abbas I rules the Safavid Empire in Iran, building a magnificent court in Isfahan. Drives the Ottomans out of Azerbaijan and Iraq.






	1590s

	The Dutch begin to trade in India.






	1601

	The Dutch begin to seize Portuguese holdings.






	1602

	Death of the Sufi historian Abdulfazl Allami.






	1625

	Death of the reformer, Ahmad Sirhindi.






	1627–58

	Shah Jihan rules the Moghul Empire, which reaches the height of its refinement. Builds the Taj Mahal.






	1631

	Death of the Shii philosopher Mir Dimad in Isfahan.






	1640

	Death of the Iranian philosopher and mystic Mulla Sadra.






	1656

	Ottoman viziers halt the decline of the Ottoman Empire.






	1658–1707

	Aurengzebe, the last of the major Moghul emperors, tries to Islamize all India, but inspires lasting Hindu and Sikh hostility.






	1669

	Ottomans take Crete from Venice.






	1681

	The Ottomans cede Kiev to Russia.






	1683

	The Ottomans fail in their second siege of Vienna, but they recover Iraq from the Safavids.






	1699

	Treaty of Carlowicz cedes Ottoman Hungary to Austria, the first major Ottoman reversal.






	1700

	Death of Muhammad Baqir Majlisi, the influential Shii alim of Iran.






	1707–12

	The Moghul Empire loses its southern and eastern provinces.






	1715

	Rise of the Austrian and Prussian kingdoms.






	1718–30

	Sultan Ahmad III attempts the first Westernizing reform in the Ottoman Empire, but the reforms end with the revolt of the Janissaries.






	1722

	Afghan rebels attack Isfahan and massacre the nobility.






	1726

	Nadir Shah temporarily restores the military power of the Iranian Shii Empire.






	1739

	Nadir Shah sacks Delhi and puts an end to effective Moghul rule in India. The Hindus, Sikhs and Afghans compete for power.






	 

	Nadir Shah tries to return Iran to Sunni Islam. As a result, the leading Iranian mujtahids leave Iran and take refuge in Ottoman Iraq, where they establish a power base independent of the shahs.






	1748

	Nadir Shah is assassinated. A period of anarchy ensues, during which the Iranians who adhere to the Usuli position achieve predominance, thus providing the people with a source of legality and order.






	1762

	Death of Shah Vali-ullah, the Sufi reformer, in India.






	
1763

	The British expand their control over the dismembered Indian states.






	1774

	Ottomans totally defeated by the Russians. They lose the Crimea and the tsar becomes the ‘protector’ of Orthodox Christians in Ottoman lands.






	1779

	Aqa Muhammad Khan begins to found the Qajar dynasty in Iran, which by the end of the century is able to restore strong government.






	1789

	The French Revolution.






	1789–1807

	Selim III lays the groundwork for new Westernizing reforms in the Ottoman Empire, and establishes the first formal Ottoman embassies in European capitals.
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