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Have you thought about what kind of work you might 


do one day? There are so many different jobs out 


there . . . but not all of them are done by people!  


Animals are better at certain jobs than we 


are. They have skills that we don’t, from flying 


to breathing underwater to spinning webs.  


Some may be stronger 


and faster, or cope better 


with extreme heat or cold. 


Or their sense of smell may be much 


better than ours, meaning they can 


detect danger or sniff out tasty treasure.
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Let’s discover the incredible work done by animals all 


around the world, who are busy building, guarding, 


spying, searching, sewing and even saving lives!


In the past, people were not always concerned about how 


animal workers were treated and whether it was right 


to take animals from the wild, and that was wrong. 


Hopefully, we now know that it is very important to 


look after the animals who work with us.


Some animals are naturally inclined to 


do their work, and others are trained 


by humans. Throughout history, we 


have relied on animals to help us.















In ancient Rome, geese were considered sacred and were kept 


outside the Temple of Juno on the Capitoline Hill. Nearly 2,500 


years ago, in 390 BCE, the Battle of Alia took place between the 


Romans and the Gauls, and the Gauls defeated the Romans and 


entered Rome. But the Gauls had not yet captured the Capitoline 


Hill. Legend has it that the Gauls crept up the hill one night, planning 


to attack. However, the geese were on guard duty and made a racket, 


honking and flapping their wings. The noise alerted the Romans, 


allowing them to spring into action and defend the Capitoline Hill.


You may have heard of guard dogs, but did you know that 


geese 



are great at guarding too? They have amazing hearing, excellent 


eyesight – and what a noise they can make! Even better, their 


natural instinct is to defend their territory. In fact, it seems that 


geese have been on guard duty throughout history.


Everyone needs security from time 


to time, and where better to look for 


guards than the animal kingdom?
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