
[image: cover]


[image: images]

www.franklinwatts.co.uk


 

 

 

Also by Jon Mayhew:

 

 

Mortlock

 

The Demon Collector

 

The Bonehill Curse


 

This ebook edition published in 2012


Franklin Watts
338 Euston Road
London NW1 3BH

Franklin Watts Australia
Level 17/207 Kent Street
Sydney, NSW 2000

The author has asserted his right in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988.

All rights reserved

A CIP catalogue record for this book
is available from the British Library.

Slava Gerj/Shutterstock: front cover c.
Anna Kucherova/Shutterstock: front cover b.
lolloj/Shutterstock: front cover top.


ISBN: 978 1 4451 1469 9

Franklin Watts is a division of
Hachette Children’s Books,
an Hachette UK company.

www.hachette.co.uk

www.franklinwatts.co.uk

www.orchardbooks.co.uk

www.hodderchildrens.co.uk

www.waylandbooks.co.uk


To Frank, Ben, James and Craig


Chapter One

It was a scream of horror, Tom Striker knew that straight away. He’d heard people scream when they’d stepped in front of a horse and carriage, or slipped on wet cobbles. That kind of scream tended to be short, and more to do with the sudden surprise. The scream he’d just heard was prolonged and made his skin prickle into gooseflesh. But worse than that, Tom knew it was the voice of Billy Simpkins.

 

Not even half an hour earlier, he and Billy had agreed to split up so that they weren’t sifting through the same river mud. They were looking for anything worth money: coins; lost watches; scraps of metal; rags; bones; even teeth sometimes, although they often came attached to a smeared and bleached skull.

 

“You go by the water’s edge, Billy,” Tom had said.

 

“What? You scared of the river?” Billy jeered at him.

 

Tom had just scowled and stalked off. Billy knew he was  scared of water. Tom couldn’t swim a stroke to save his life. He had nearly drowned once after falling in the river.
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