



[image: The cover page of ‘World Formula One Records 2026’ features four F1 racers, a racing helmet and two racing cars. Text at the bottom reads, ‘Champion Drivers. Legendary Teams. Famous Tracks. Incredible Stats. And Much More.’]









[image: ]







[image: ]

WORLD

FORMULA ONE

RECORDS

2026





[image: ]

Copyright © 2025 Headline Publishing Group Limited

This edition published by Welbeck

An Imprint of Headline Publishing Group Limited

1

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only

be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior

permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in

accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

British Library

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the

e

ISBN

9781035424719

Headline’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable

products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other

controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to

conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP LIMITED

A Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

The authorised representative in the EEA is Hachette Ireland,

8 Castlecourt Centre, Dublin 15, D15 XTP3, Ireland (email: info@hbgi.ie)

2026 edition text update written by Phillip Horton

Editor: Conor Kilgallon

Design: Iain Fryer

Picture research: Paul Langan

Production: Rachel Burgess

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk

All stats and facts are correct as at December 2024.





[image: ]

WORLD

FORMULA ONE

RECORDS

2026

BRUCE JONES





[image: Four photos featuring an F1 winner kissing their trophy, champagne being poured on a champion, a vintage racing car on a track and racing cars on a racetrack.]

Introduction

8

PART 1: F1 ALL-TIME

RECORDS

10

DRIVERS

12

Champions

14

Runners-up

18

Wins

20

Pole positions

26

Fastest laps

28

Points

30

Career duration

32

Youngest and oldest

34

Race starts

36

Miscellaneous driver

records

40

CONSTRUCTORS

42

Team wins

44

Team pole positions

46

Team fastest laps

48

Team points

50

Team titles

52

Participation

54

Team principals

56

Tyre manufacturers

60

Engine manufacturers

62

TRACKS

64

Track lengths

66

Locations

68

Lap records

70

Victory rolls

72

Number of races held

74

Highest and lowest speeds

76

PART 2: LEGENDARY

DRIVERS

78

Michael Schumacher

80

Alain Prost

84

Ayrton Senna

88

Nigel Mansell

92

Jackie Stewart

96

Jim Clark

100

Juan Manuel Fangio

104

Max Verstappen

108

Fernando Alonso

112

Sebastian Vettel

116

Lewis Hamilton

120

PART 3: FAMOUS TEAMS

124

Ferrari

126

McLaren

130

Red Bull Racing

134

Williams

138

Lotus

142

Mercedes GP

146

Renault

150

Benetton

154

Tyrrell

158

Cooper

162

PART 4: GREAT TRACKS

166

Monza

168

Monaco

170

Silverstone

172

Spa-Francorchamps

174

Zandvoort

176

Singapore

178

Montreal

180

Interlagos

182

Melbourne

184

Suzuka

186

Formula One Statistics

188

Picture Credits

192

Contents pages

(

main image

) Max

Verstappen leads the ﬁeld at the

Saudi Arabian GP, one of Formula

One’s newest events; (

right

) Lewis

Hamilton wins at Silverstone in 2024

for a record ninth victory at the

circuit; (

below

) The late, great Ayrton

Senna celebrates his ﬁrst world title

in 1988; (

bottom

) Peter Collins was

victorious for Ferrari in the 1958

British GP; (

overleaf

) Lando Norris’s

victory in Abu Dhabi helped clinch the

constructors’ title for McLaren in 2024.

CONTENTS

4





[image: Four photos featuring an F1 winner kissing their trophy, champagne being poured on a champion, a vintage racing car on a track and racing cars on a racetrack.]





[image: A race car speeds down a track.]





[image: A race car speeds down a track.]





[image: ]

Formula One is now speeding past its 75-year anniversary having produced an array of winners,

champions and memorable moments, with motor racing transformed since the inaugural World

Championship grand prix at Silverstone in 1950.

The best of the best work their way to the front, finding and developing the best machinery and

building the strongest team around them, while laying down superlative drives that deliver them

riches and a place within the all-time lists.

Each era has brought its own challenges, from the danger of the early decades – in which there

were as few as eight grands prix per year on haphazard courses – to the multi-billion-dollar entity

that now hurtles around the globe, to locations and circuits that dazzle and impress.

Icons have emerged, surpassing their predecessors, with Juan Manuel Fangio’s tally of five

world titles beaten by Michael Schumacher, and since matched by Lewis Hamilton, who was

just one lap shy of moving clear of his fellow seven-time world champion. Hamilton’s streak

of success through the 2010s means he tops almost every records chart, becoming the first

driver to reach 100 grand prix victories, with more individual wins than races started by great

champions in decades gone by. Max Verstappen, who so far has a cast-iron grip on Formula

One in the 2020s, is rapidly climbing the all-time lists and now Hamilton’s victory tally no

longer looks insurmountable.

Great teams have seen success come and go. Lotus, Tyrrell and Cooper have long since

fallen by the wayside, Williams have slumped down the competitive order, and even Ferrari

and McLaren have had leaner spells as Mercedes and Red Bull Racing emerged to exert

a 15-year grip on both World Championships – at least until the renaissance of McLaren

starting in 2024.

Drivers will come and go, and teams will rise and fall, and by the time Formula One

reaches its century in 2050 there will be new additions and revisions to these lists,

etching their names among the greats that they seek to emulate.

Right

Max Verstappen celebrates his fourth

Formula One drivers’ title at the 2024 Las

Vegas Grand Prix.

INTRODUCTION
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F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

PART 1

Formula One has been exciting and entertaining

fans around the globe since the World Championship

began in 1950. The drive to win is as strong as ever,

but Formula One has changed dramatically over

the past 75 years. The cars have been transformed

into high-tech missiles with incredible acceleration,

cornering and braking capabilities. The circuits are

bigger, better and safer. So, with every grand prix,

the records keep on being added to in a blaze of

glamour and speed.





[image: A race car speeds down a racetrack in Las Vegas.]

Above

Formula One has been racing for more than seven

decades – with Las Vegas among its newest venues.





[image: A game marshal waves a chequered flag as Max Verstappen crosses the finish line at the 2024 Saudi Arabian Grand Prix.]

12

The likes of seven-time champions Michael

Schumacher and Lewis Hamilton regularly find

themselves in the record books owing to their

achievements. But across Formula One’s history over

100 drivers can call themselves a grand prix winner,

over 30 have won a world championship and

hundreds of others have contributed to

the rich tapestry of the world’s

fastest and most prestigious

motorsport.

DRIVERS





[image: A game marshal waves a chequered flag as Max Verstappen crosses the finish line at the 2024 Saudi Arabian Grand Prix.]

Above

Modern great Max Verstappen takes victory at the 2024

Saudi Arabian GP.
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WINNING

FOR YOURSELF

To win the Formula One drivers’ title is

a huge honour. To win it in a car bearing

your name is doubly so, and the late

Jack Brabham is the only person to

have managed this, in 1966. Team-mate

Denny Hulme then became champion

for Brabham in 1967.

THREE TIMES TOGETHER

Through Formula One history there

have been 23 occasions where team-

mates have finished first and second in

the standings. The drivers to have

finished 1-2 most often are Lewis

Hamilton and Nico Rosberg. During

their spell together at Mercedes,

Hamilton led Rosberg in 2014 and

2015, before Rosberg turned the tables

in 2016.

WRAP IT UP EARLY

Michael Schumacher and Max

Verstappen share the record of how

early they’ve managed to win a world

title. In 2002 Schumacher wrapped up

his fifth world title at the French Grand

Prix, Round 11 of 17, while Verstappen

mathematically made sure of his third

world title at the Sprint Race of the

2023 Qatar Grand Prix, when there

were still six races left to run that

season. In terms of dates Schumacher

eclipses Verstappen, with his crown

assured on the staggeringly early date

of July 21st.

WINNER BY A FRACTION

Some champions win by a clear

margin, others just scrape home. Lewis

Hamilton (2008), Kimi Räikkönen

(2007), James Hunt (1976) and

Mike Hawthorn (1958) all edged

home by one point, but Hawthorn’s

championship required an act of fair

play from Stirling Moss who stopped

Hawthorn from being disqualified

from the Portuguese GP, verifying that

Hawthorn’s Ferrari hadn’t been given a

push-start. The closest championship

finish was in 1984, when Niki Lauda

beat his McLaren team-mate Alain

Prost by half a point.

RULE BRITANNIA

British drivers are the most

successful in F1 with 20 world

titles – seven for Lewis Hamilton,

three for Jackie Stewart, two

apiece for Graham Hill and Jim

Clark, and one for Mike Hawthorn,

John Surtees, James Hunt, Nigel

Mansell, Damon Hill and Jenson

Button. Germany is next up

with 12 – with seven for Michael

Schumacher, four for Sebastian

Vettel, and one for Nico Rosberg.

Brazil is third, on eight titles.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

Below

McLaren’s James Hunt took the 1976

drivers’ title by a solitary point after an epic ﬁght

with Ferrari’s Niki Lauda.

Above

Jenson Button is one of 10

Britons to be crowned world champion.

CHAMPIONS
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TOP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP-

WINNING DRIVERS

1

Michael Schumacher

7

=

Lewis Hamilton

7

2

Juan Manuel Fangio

5

3

Alain Prost

4

=

Sebastian Vettel

4

=

Max Verstappen

4

6 Jack Brabham

3

=

Niki Lauda

3

=

Nelson Piquet

3

=

Ayrton Senna

3

=

Jackie Stewart

3

11 Fernando Alonso

2

=

Alberto Ascari

2

=

Jim Clark

2

=

Emerson Fittipaldi

2

=

Mika Häkkinen

2

=

Graham Hill

2

17 Mario Andretti

1

=

Jenson Button

1

=

Giuseppe Farina

1

=

Mike Hawthorn

1

=

Damon Hill

1

=

Phil Hill

1

=

Denny Hulme

1

=

James Hunt

1

=

Alan Jones

1

=

Nigel Mansell

1

=

Kimi Räikkönen

1

=

Jochen Rindt

1

=

Keke Rosberg

1

=

Nico Rosberg

1

=

Jody Scheckter

1

=

John Surtees

1

=

Jacques Villeneuve

1

HOP, SKIP AND A JUMP

Aside from Giuseppe Farina’s record

in winning the inaugural World

Championship in 1950, the smallest

total number of grands prix contested

by a driver before becoming world

champion is Juan Manuel Fangio, who

won the title in 1951 for Alfa Romeo

after competing in just 12 grands prix –

about half of the current season.

PRIVATEERS STRIKE A BLOW

Jack Brabham and Cooper struck

a blow for the little guys when they

won both the 1959 World Drivers’

and Constructors’ Championships.

This made Cooper the first specialist

racing-car manufacturer to beat the

established factory teams with their big

budgets, such as Alfa Romeo, Ferrari,

Mercedes and Maserati.

Above

Jack Brabham celebrates after winning the 1959 British GP at Aintree, as Cooper came good.

DRIVERS

TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY

Formula One overhauled its points system in 2010, giving 25

points rather than 10 for a win, thus distorting lots of statistics.

Sebastian Vettel’s 2013 season ended with a 155-point buffer back

to runner-up Fernando Alonso, but this record was obliterated by

Max Verstappen in 2023. Verstappen finished 290 points clear of

Sergio Perez – effectively an 11-round advantage.

Above

Max Verstappen pulverized the opposition in 2023

and ﬁnished 290 points ahead of Sergio Perez.





[image: Top: Damon Hill leads Jacques Villeneuve during a race in 1998. Bottom: Alberto Ascari drives a vintage race car down a track.]

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY

The Hill family has a proud

boast. Despite F1 being littered

with sons following their

fathers into the sport, Graham

and Damon are the first father

and son to both win the F1

title. Graham won in 1962 for

BRM and in 1968 for Lotus

while Damon was crowned with

Williams in 1996. The Andrettis

and Piquets failed to match

their feat, before Nico Rosberg

triumphed in 2016 to match his

father Keke’s feat in 1982.

Right

In 1996, Damon Hill, son of Graham, leads Williams team-mate Jacques Villeneuve,

son of Gilles, during the year he became the ﬁrst second-generation world champion.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

FROM GOOD TO BAD

World Champions can’t win year

in, year out, for a variety of reasons.

Juan Manuel Fangio, Mike Hawthorn,

Jochen Rindt, Nigel Mansell, Alain

Prost and Nico Rosberg have failed to

do so due to injury, death or retirement,

but the following drivers failed to win

a race in the year after claiming the

title: Alberto Ascari (1954), Fangio

(1958), Jack Brabham (1961), Phil Hill

(1962), John Surtees (1965), Mario

Andretti (1979), Jodi Scheckter (1980),

Nelson Piquet (1988), Damon Hill

(1997), Jacques Villeneuve (1998) and

Sebastian Vettel (2014).

CHAMPION PAIRINGS

The pairing of Fernando Alonso and

Jenson Button at McLaren from 2015

made it 14 seasons in which a team has

run two world champions after Alberto

Ascari and Giuseppe Farina at Ferrari in

1953 and 1954; Jim Clark and Graham

Hill at Lotus in 1967 and 1968; Emerson

Fittipaldi and Denny Hulme at McLaren

in 1974; Alain Prost and Keke Rosberg

at McLaren in 1986; Alain Prost and

Ayrton Senna at McLaren in 1989; Lewis

Hamilton and Button at Mercedes from

2010 to 2012; Kimi Räikkönen and

Alonso at Ferrari in 2014, then Räikkönen

and Sebastian Vettel from 2015 to 2018.

TWO WHEELS TO FOUR

John Surtees – who was the world

champion for Ferrari in 1964 – has

the distinction of being the only

motorcycle world champion to hit

world title-winning heights after

transferring to car racing. Fellow

motorcycle world champions Mike

Hailwood and Johnny Cecotto also

made the move to four wheels, but

“Mike the Bike” peaked with a best

finish of second place in the 1972 Italian

GP, ironically racing for Surtees’s team,

while Cecotto’s best result was a sixth

position at Long Beach for Theodore

in 1983.

JUST ONE

WILL DO

Anyone who watched Keke Rosberg

race will know that he was a driver

who raced to win, a driver full of

on-the-limit aggression, yet he

claimed his world title for Williams

in 1982 with just one win. That was

Mike Hawthorn’s tally too when he

was crowned in 1958. Jack Brabham

(1959), Phil Hill (1961), John Surtees

(1964) and Denny Hulme (1967) all

managed to win the title with just

two victories.

Below

Alberto Ascari failed to ﬁnish a single race in 1954 despite winning titles in both 1952 and 1953.

16





[image: Top: Sebastian Vettel and his crew members sit in front of his title trophy and celebrate his victory. Bottom: Two race car drivers speed down a racetrack past a sharp curve.]
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DRIVERS WHO COMPETED IN

MOST RACES BEFORE

WINNING FIRST WORLD

CHAMPIONSHIP

1

Nico Rosberg

206

2

Nigel Mansell

180

3

Jenson Button

170

4

Max Verstappen

141

5

Kimi Räikkönen

121

6

Mika Häkkinen

112

7

Jody Scheckter

97

8

Alain Prost

87

9

Mario Andretti

80

=

Alan Jones

80

10 Ayrton Senna

77

DRIVERS

COMING BACK

FROM RETIREMENT

Niki Lauda had two world titles when he

quit before the end of the 1979 season.

But he couldn’t stay away and was back

in 1982, racing for McLaren. In winning

the title in 1984 he set the record for the

longest gap between titles – seven years.

PERSEVERANCE PAYS OFF

Nico Rosberg set fastest lap on his

grand prix debut in 2006, but didn’t

have a winning car until 2012. Mercedes

team-mate Lewis Hamilton then kept

him away from the title until 2016, when

he struck after a record 206 grands prix

before becoming World Champion.

SUZUKA’S SUCCESSIONS

Suzuka is now an early season race, but between its arrival on the

calendar in 1987 and 2023 it was regularly held towards the end of

the campaign – sometimes as the finale. As a result it has been the

circuit at which the world title has been secured a record 12 times,

with Max Verstappen the most recent to be crowned there in 2022.

Monza is next up on 11, with Interlagos on six.

THE FIRST WORLD

CHAMPION

Giuseppe Farina was the first F1 world

champion in 1950 at the age of 44.

The Italian achieved his final win three

years later just a few months short of his

47th birthday and, in so doing, became

the second-oldest F1 race winner ever.

These days, most of the drivers’ fathers

are younger than that.

I’LL TAKE THE

FASTEST CAR

Juan Manuel Fangio was a master at

making sure he had the right machinery

beneath him and he moved teams to

ensure this, which explains why he won

the World Championship with more

teams than any other driver. He was

champion with Alfa Romeo, Mercedes,

Ferrari and Maserati.

Below

Mario Andretti took 80 races to be champion, but Nigel Mansell took 100 more.

Above

Sebastian Vettel celebrates his second world title in 2011.





[image: Jim Clark drives a vintage race car.]
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RUNNERS-UP

FIRST OF

THE LOSERS

Nobody wants to finish second in a

grand prix. In F1 it’s referred to as “the

first of the losers”. So, imagine how

drivers gnash their teeth at ending the

year as the championship runner-up.

It’s even worse if they trip up in the final

round and let the title slide from their

grasp. The most extreme example of

this was when Lewis Hamilton blew his

chance of winning the title at his first

attempt in 2007 at the Brazilian GP

when gearbox problems affected his

race and he could only finish seventh.

Ferrari’s Kimi Räikkönen powered to

a race victory and the title.

LAUDA

PIPS PROST

Being faster and scoring more wins is

one thing, but master tactician Niki

Lauda taught his McLaren team-mate

Alain Prost a lesson in consistency

in 1984. Prost settled in quickly after

joining from Renault and won the

opening round, then added six more

wins, including three of the final four

races. However, Lauda kept racking

up the points, including five race wins.

Lauda won the World Championship

by half a point, courtesy of only half

the points being awarded when the

Monaco GP was stopped prematurely

because of a heavy rainstorm when

Prost was leading.

A RECORD

NOT WANTED

Not only does Stirling Moss have the

most years as runner-up to his name –

four – but he also tops the chart for the

driver with the most F1 wins without

a title, at 16. David Coulthard is next

on this list with 13 wins and Carlos

Reutemann is third on 12, with Gerhard

Berger, Ronnie Peterson and Valtteri

Bottas having won 10 times each.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

CHASING

THE DREAM

Rubens Barrichello –

runner-up in 2002 and

2004 – ran second behind

Ayrton Senna in the 1993

European GP at Donington Park

in his Jordan when a month

short of his 21st birthday. It was

only his third grand prix and

yet he would end up contesting

the most grands prix without

clinching a World title, having

raced 325 times by the end of

the 2011 season. He then lost

his ride for 2012 and turned to

IndyCar racing.

Above

Jim Clark took 25 wins, and was

remarkably second just once in his career.

REMARKABLE CLARK

Jim Clark won 25 grands prix during his all-too-brief magnificent career

in the 1960s. Quite astonishingly he was only runner-up once in his world

championship career. That came at the Nürburgring in 1963, when Clark

led from pole position only to be thwarted by his Lotus-Climax losing

a cylinder from its engine. Conversely, ‘Quick’ Nick Heidfeld finished

second eight times in his career in the 2000s and early 2010s, but never

managed a race win.





[image: Top: Stirling Moss drives a vintage race car down a racetrack. Center Right: Valtteri Bottas sprays champagne from a bottle on stage and celebrates his victory. Bottom: Nigel Mansell drives a race car down a racetrack.]
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ALWAYS THE BRIDESMAID

Stirling Moss will be remembered as the best driver never to

have been world champion. Four times he finished as runner-up,

three of those behind Juan Manuel Fangio, his one-time mentor

at Mercedes. On the fourth occasion he lost out by a single point

to Mike Hawthorn, despite winning more races that year. Alain

Prost was also runner-up four times, but he could balance those

against his four World Championships.

INSTANT IMPACT

Jacques Villeneuve and Lewis

Hamilton are the only drivers to

finish their debut seasons as World

Championship runners-up. Villeneuve

achieved this for Williams behind

Damon Hill in 1996 and Hamilton

for McLaren in 2007. However, both

drivers did win the title a year later.

IF AT FIRST YOU

DON’T SUCCEED…

Nigel Mansell would have been world

champion in 1986 but for his blowout

in the Adelaide

finale that left

him ranked

second behind

Alain Prost. But

he persevered

and was runner-

up twice more,

in 1987 and

1991, before it

all came good

and he finally

landed his World

Championship

crown for

Williams in 1992.

Above

Stirling Moss won four races in the 1958 World Championship

– including the British GP – but lost the title to Mike Hawthorn, who won but once.

Below

Valtteri Bottas won 10 races but never emerged with a world title.

WHEN 10 WINS

IS NOT ENOUGH

With seasons containing

ever more grands prix,

hitting 21 in 2016, a record

was set for the most grands

prix won in a season without winning

a title, as Lewis Hamilton won 10

for Mercedes, three more than the

previous unwanted record, but team-

mate Nico Rosberg won his title with

one fewer wins.

DRIVERS WITH MOST CAREER

RACE WINS WITHOUT WINNING

A WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

1

Stirling Moss

16

2

David Coulthard

13

3

Carlos Reutemann

12

4

Rubens Barrichello

11

=

Felipe Massa

11

6 Gerhard Berger

10

=

Ronnie Peterson

10

=

Valtteri Bottas

10

9 Mark Webber

9

10 Jacky Ickx

8

=

Daniel Ricciardo

8

=

Charles Leclerc

8

Below

Nigel Mansell had his ﬁrst title in his sights

in 1986, but had to wait to 1992 to claim it.





[image: Top: Sebastian Vettel sprays champagne from a bottle onstage and celebrates his Monza 2008 victory. Bottom: Sergio Perez stands with his arms spread wide after winning a race in Bahrain in 2020.]
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WIN ONE, WIN TWO

Not many drivers take their first two victories for different

teams, and fewer even manage to do it when it is their team’s first

victories too. Step forward Sebastian Vettel. His win at Monza

in 2008 was his maiden victory, and the first for underdog Toro

Rosso, while his next career win came at Shanghai in 2009, which

was the first triumph for Red Bull Racing.

Above

Sebastian Vettel winning in Monza 2008 for Toro Rosso.

WINS

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

I WANT TO BREAK THROUGH

Occasionally there are seasons where

a couple of drivers win their first races

– such as in 2024 – but there has never

quite been a season like 1982. In total

five different drivers logged a maiden

victory in a tumultuous season laced by

triumph and tragedy. Riccardo Patrese,

Patrick Tambay, Elio de Angelis,

eventual champion Keke Rosberg and

Michele Alboreto all scored their first

wins in this season.

CHECO-MATE

Sergio Perez had carved a reputation

as a plucky underdog and came close

to winning on a handful of occasions.

But finally in 2020 his day came as he

performed brilliantly for Racing Point,

recovering from a lap one accident

to rise to first place in Bahrain. It was

Perez’s 190th race, surpassing the 130

races it took for Mark Webber to end

his drought in 2009. Carlos Sainz has

since slotted into second place on the

list, after taking exactly 150 races to

score his maiden win.

TEN THEN NINE

Max Verstappen broke a decade-

old record in 2023 when he won 10

successive grands prix and, having

been defeated in Singapore, went

on to win the next nine grands prix –

equalling the record previously held

by Alberto Ascari and Sebastian Vettel

that he had recently broken. It meant

Verstappen won 19 grands prix out

of 20 held. On both occasions his

streak was ended by Ferrari driver

Carlos Sainz.

Below

It took 190 tries, but ﬁnally Sergio Perez

won a race in Bahrain in 2020.





[image: Top: Lewis Hamilton celebrates by standing on his Mercedes race car with his arms aloft. Bottom: Riccardo Patrese speeds his race car down a track during the 1982 Monaco race.]
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SWEET

SIXTEEN

Lewis Hamilton has the greatest

number of victories so perhaps it isn’t

surprising that he has claimed a win

across the most number of different

seasons. Hamilton won at least one

race in each of his first 15 years in

Formula One, between 2007 and

2021, and after a two-year win-less

streak returned to winning ways in

2024, making it 16 seasons in which the

Briton has stood atop the podium.

COME IN

NUMBER 115

Through Formula One history there

have been 115 different drivers who

can call themselves race winners. The

century was brought up by Heikki

Kovalainen, whose win at the 2008

Hungarian GP turned out to be his sole

career triumph, while the latest new

victor is Oscar Piastri. The Australian

added his name to the list of winners

in 2024, also at the Hungarian GP, and

also while driving for McLaren.

TOO GOOD

TO BE A FLUKE

When a driver dominates, a lot of F1

fans point to the merits of the car.

So, perhaps one of the best ways

to prove that a driver’s input is vital

is to find the driver who has won

for the most different teams. Step

forward Stirling Moss, who won for

five marques – Mercedes, Maserati,

Vanwall, Cooper and Lotus. Juan

Manuel Fangio and Alain Prost both

won for four teams.

WINS TOGETHER

Lewis Hamilton and Mercedes

is the most successful

partnership in F1 with 84

victories, with Michael

Schumacher and Ferrari next

on 72 wins. Max Verstappen

has won 63 races with Red Bull,

while McLaren’s top driver

is Ayrton Senna, on 35 wins.

Williams’ most successful

operator, Nigel Mansell, took

27 victories.

Above

Lewis Hamilton won 84 times

in Mercedes colours.

EVERYONE

HAS A GO

The 1982 season was extremely

competitive as 11 drivers took at least

one win in the 16 grands prix. Keke

Rosberg ended the year as world

champion ahead of Didier Pironi and

John Watson (both of whom scored

two wins), with Michele Alboreto, Rene

Arnoux (two), Elio de Angelis, Niki

Lauda (two), Riccardo Patrese,

Nelson Piquet, Alain Prost (two)

and Patrick Tambay also enjoying

victories.

DRIVERS

NO DISCERNIBLE

PATTERN

The 1982 World Championship

in which 11 drivers won grands

prix also produced the longest

run of different winning

drivers. Riccardo Patrese’s

surprise win in the sixth

round in Monaco triggered a

sequence of wins for different

drivers that ran through to

Keke Rosberg’s win in the 14th

round in the Swiss GP. There’s

never been another year like it.

Left

With his victory at Monaco in

1982, Riccardo Patrese started a

historic run of nine grands prix with

a diﬀerent winner each time.





[image: Top: Oscar Piastri holds a trophy and wears a medal around his neck after a Grand Prix victory. Bottom: John Watson speeds his race car down a racetrack during the US West Grand Prix at Long Beach in 1983.]
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FIRST TO 10

As F1 found its feet through the

1950s, drivers started to lay down

markers of their excellence. The first

to achieve 10 wins was not five-time

champion Juan Manuel Fangio but

Alberto Ascari, who had the good

fortune to be leading Ferrari’s attack

when it had the pick of the cars. His

victory in the 1953 Dutch GP made

him the first driver to double figures.

THE LAP

THAT COUNTS

Jochen Rindt was an expert at leading

the final lap rather than the first one,

and he pulled off the trick to the

greatest effect at Monaco in 1970 when

he hunted down Jack Brabham and

pressured him into a mistake at the first

corner of the final lap. Brabham was

pipped in another last-lap changeover

later that year at Brands Hatch, when

again Rindt demoted him as he coasted

to the finish line, out of fuel.

HIT THE GROUND RUNNING

Nigel Mansell enjoyed the best start

to a season when he won the first five

grands prix in 1992. It could have been

the first six but for a wheel issue at

Monaco, and his subsequent charge

just failed to overhaul Ayrton Senna’s

McLaren. Michael Schumacher

matched this feat in 2004.

COMETH THE HOUR,

COMETH THE MAN

There are 25 drivers who have won

just one solitary grand prix. How did

it all go so right just the once then

never again? In the case of Jean-Pierre

Beltoise, a former French motorcycle

racing champion who showed immense

promise, he won in extremely wet

conditions at Monaco in 1972. His BRM

lacked the regular power of the other

cars on the grid, but the rain negated

this disadvantage and he never again

had the equipment to add to that tally.

AND THE OSCAR

GOES TO…

Oscar Piastri became

the first driver born in

the 21st century to win

a grand prix when he

scored his breakthrough

win with McLaren in

2024. Piastri, born

in 2001, led home

McLaren team-mate

Lando Norris to take his

maiden victory at the

Hungarian GP.

Left

Oscar Piastri became the ﬁrst

driver born in the 21st century to

win a grand prix.

A LITTLE HELP FROM

YOUR FRIENDS

Shared wins were allowed until 1957,

when a team’s lead driver might

commandeer one of his team-mates’

cars to complete the race. The points

would be split between them. This

happened three times for wins, and

many more times for lower placings.

Juan Manuel Fangio took over Luigi

Fagioli’s Alfa Romeo to win the 1951

French GP and did the same to Ferrari

team-mate Luigi Musso in Argentina

in 1956.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

WHEN OVERTAKING IS ESSENTIAL

With overtaking becoming increasingly

difficult, the possibility of a driver advancing

from the rear of the grid is becoming less

likely. Therefore, John Watson’s record,

set at the 1983 US West GP at Long Beach,

California, of winning from 22nd on the grid,

is probably guaranteed its place in the history

books for ever. He also holds the record for

the third best charge, from 17th to 1st at

Detroit in 1982.

Left

John Watson in ﬁne form in a spectacular US West GP at Long

Beach in 1983 when he drove his McLaren from 22nd to ﬁrst.





[image: Top: Nico Hulkenberg speeds his race car down a racetrack. Bottom: Race cars speed down a track. Peter Gethin noses his car past Ronnie Peterson�s car.]
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Jacques Villeneuve and Lewis

Hamilton share the record for the

most grand prix wins in their maiden F1

seasons. Their tally is four apiece, with

Villeneuve scoring the first of these

with Williams on his fourth outing, at

the Nürburgring in 1996, and Hamilton

taking his McLaren first past the

chequered flag at his sixth attempt, in

Canada in 2007. Juan Manuel Fangio

and Giuseppe Farina both won three

grands prix in 1950, the inaugural year

of the F1 World Championship.

GOLD AT SILVERSTONE

Lewis Hamilton grabbed another

record in 2024 when he claimed

victory at Silverstone. It was the ninth

of his career at the British Grand Prix,

the most times that a driver has won

a single grand prix. Hamilton has won

eight times at the Hungarian Grand

Prix, while Michael Schumacher

triumphed at the French Grand Prix on

eight occasions as well.

BY THE SKIN OF

HIS TEETH

A last-lap lead change in the Italian

GP at Monza in 1971 produced

the closest finish in F1 history.

Peter Gethin nosed his BRM to

the front of a five-car pack after a

slipstreaming dash out of the final

corner, doing his best to gain the

stewards’ confidence that he’d

secured victory by punching the

air ostentatiously as he crossed

the line. His margin of victory was

0.01 seconds over March’s Ronnie

Peterson, with the first five covered

by just 0.61 seconds.

WINLESS NICO

The record for the most races without a grand prix victory belongs to

Nico Hulkenberg. The German, a stalwart of Formula One’s midfield,

has started 227 races without triumphing – his best result throughout his

career has been fourth place.

Above

Nico Hulkenberg has been around the block a

few times, but has never ﬁnished higher than fourth place.

TOP 10 DRIVERS WITH

MOST GRAND PRIX WINS

1

Lewis Hamilton

105

2

Michael Schumacher

91

3

Max Verstappen

63

4

Sebastian Vettel

53

5

Alain Prost

51

6

Ayrton Senna

41

7

Fernando Alonso

32

8

Nigel Mansell

31

9

Jackie Stewart

27

10

Jim Clark

25

=

Niki Lauda

25

Below

Peter Gethin noses his BRM past Ronnie

Peterson’s March (25) for the closest grand prix

ﬁnish ever.

DRIVERS





[image: Bottom: A game marshal waves his flag as Giancarlo Baghetti crosses the finish line, followed closely by Dan Gurney.]

24

DUTCH DELIGHT

The Netherlands didn’t have a

race winner until 2016, when Max

Verstappen triumphed, but the country

is already fifth in the all-time win list by

countries – and that’s solely down to

Verstappen. It is the country highest in

the list to be carried by a single driver.

INDIAN SUMMER

The Indian GP at the Buddh

International Circuit was short-lived

but popular with Sebastian Vettel.

The German ace won all three Indian

GPs in 2011, 2012 and 2013, doing so

from pole position every time. Vettel’s

victory in 2013 also ensured he sealed

his fourth and final world title at the

grand prix.

STARTING WITH A BANG

Two drivers hold the almost

unbelievable record of winning

a grand prix on their World

Championship debut. Giuseppe

Farina achieved this in 1950, in the

first ever World Championship (he

went on to win the title), but the

more significant achievement was

by Giancarlo Baghetti. Having been

promoted through the Ferrari ranks

in their search for a young Italian

driver, in 1961 he won two non-

championship races and then won

a slipstreamer by 0.1 secs from Dan

Gurney on his World Championship

debut in the French GP at Reims. He

never won again. Since then, only

Jacques Villeneuve has come close

to the same achievement, finishing

as runner-up in Australia in 1996.

A QUARTET OF HAT-TRICKS

A grand slam is when a driver starts

from pole position, leads every lap, sets

the fastest lap and wins. Twenty drivers

have achieved this, but four managed

it three times in one season: Alberto

Ascari, Jim Clark, Nigel Mansell and

Lewis Hamilton, and all achieved this

feat in a world-title-winning year.

Ascari did it for Ferrari in 1952 at

Rouen-les-Essarts, Nürburgring and

Zandvoort. Clark was next in 1963 at

Zandvoort, Reims and Mexico City.

Mansell won for Williams at Kyalami,

Catalunya and Silverstone. Mercedes’

Hamilton did it in 2017, at Shanghai,

Montreal and Silverstone.

TAKING ON SCHUEY’S MANTLE

When Sebastian Vettel scored his first

victory at the 2008 Italian GP for Toro

Rosso, he became the first German

driver other than a Schumacher (Ralf

six, Michael 91) to win a grand prix

since Heinz-Harald Frentzen beat Ralf

to the finish for Jordan in the 1999

Italian GP at Monza.

BEATING YOUR RIVAL

Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen have raced together for a decade,

and are first and third respectively on the all-time win list, so it

shouldn’t be a shock that they are the duo to have been 1-2 together

most often. The pair have finished together on the top two steps of the

podium 37 times between 2016 and 2024, 21 times in Hamilton’s favour,

and 16 times with Verstappen in front.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

Below

Ferrari’s Giancarlo

Baghetti holds oﬀ Dan

Gurney to win on his

debut in the 1961 French

GP at Reims.

TOP 10 COUNTRIES WITH

MOST GRAND PRIX WINS

1

Great Britain

316

2

Germany

179

3

Brazil

101

4

France

81

5

Netherlands

63

6

Finland

57

7

Australia

45

8

Italy

43

9

Austria

41

10

Argentina

38





[image: Top: Jackie Stewart drives a race car. Bottom: Stirling Moss drives his vintage race car down a racetrack, followed by another race car, a short distance behind him.]
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SMALLEST WINNING MARGIN

MARGIN

WINNER

RUNNER-UP

GP

YEAR

0.010 sec

Peter Gethin

Ronnie Peterson

Italian

1971

0.011 sec

Rubens Barrichello

Michael Schumacher

US

2002

0.014 sec

Ayrton Senna

Nigel Mansell

Spanish

1986

0.050 sec

Elio de Angelis

Keke Rosberg

Austrian

1982

0.080 sec

Jackie Stewart

Jochen Rindt

Italian

1969

0.100 sec

Juan Manuel Fangio

Karl Kling

French

1954

0.100 sec

Giancarlo Baghetti

Dan Gurney

French

1961

0.174 sec

Michael Schumacher

Rubens Barrichello

Canadian

2000

0.179 sec

Max Verstappen

Lewis Hamilton

Australian

2023

0.182 sec*

Michael Schumacher

Rubens Barrichello

Austrian

2002

0.200 sec*

Stirling Moss

Juan Manuel Fangio

British

1955

* The win was donated to a team-mate due to team orders or benevolence

MAGIC MONEGASQUE

Monaco became the 23rd nation to

produce a Formula One race winner

through Charles Leclerc. The Ferrari

driver claimed his maiden victory at the

2019 Belgian GP, in turn becoming the

third-youngest race winner in history,

aged 21 years and 320 days.

WHO’D HAVE

THOUGHT IT?

Throughout F1 history there have been

wins that have surprised everyone. Jo

Bonnier’s victory in the 1959 Dutch GP

is a good example, as no one thought

that a BRM would ever win. Vittorio

Brambilla’s win in Austria in 1975 came

as a shock as no one expected that

the wild Italian would be the one to

stay on the track in the wet. However,

Giancarlo Baghetti’s win on his World

Championship debut in France in 1961

was the most surprising as he had to

work his way forward from 13th to do it,

and it required his team-mates to retire

to aid his progress.

WINNING BY A

COUNTRY MILE

Jackie Stewart was always an exponent

of “winning at the lowest speed

possible”. Risks weren’t something he

considered worthwhile but the policy

paid off as he won 27 grands prix and

three World Championships. Stewart

also holds the record for the largest

winning margin in F1 history – two laps.

At the 1969 Spanish GP at Montjuich

Park he won by 4.711 miles. Damon

Hill also won by two laps in the 1995

Australian GP at Adelaide, but his

winning margin was 4.698 miles.

MORE THAN THE CHAMP

There have been 13 seasons in history

where a driver other than the eventual

world champion won the most grands

prix that year, and the driver to have

won most races in a season without

winning the title is Lewis Hamilton.

In his 2016 battle against Mercedes

team-mate Nico Rosberg, Hamilton

won 10 grands prix but missed out on
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