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INTRODUCTION


For the past decade, Charli XCX has been an unstoppable force in pop music, an outsider too bold to be allowed inside and an artist too big to fit in any one box. Her EDM mixtapes and anthemic club choruses captivated the underground, yet struggled to dominate the mainstream. For years, she was the artist your favourite artists admired, never achieving millions in sales or top awards, but content to dance to her own beat in the margins.


All of this changed, of course, with 2024’s colossal hit album, brat. Brimming with gritty tunes and IDGAF attitude, it made the entire world mad for more. The record, and its remix, became a cultural phenomenon that, in true brat fashion, they not only defined 2024 but also defiled it – especially when viewed through the lingerie-laced lens of Charli and Billie’s knicker-based banger, “Guess”.


In a summer filled with incredible new female artistry – from Olivia Rodrigo and Sabrina Carpenter to Chappell Roan – Charli stood out from the crowd by continuing to do what she’s always done: remaining unapologtically true to herself. The only thing that changed was that the world finally caught up to her pace.


Though, of course, Charli remains an artist so ahead of the curve that by the time you read this, she’ll no doubt have already won her first Academy Award for Best Actress, as predicted, or perhaps even quit music altogether to live in the woods, never to be seen again. With Charli’s bold, rebellious spirit, anything is possible – and this unpredictability is precisely what makes her so powerful. Where she goes next… is anyone’s guess.


This Little Guide to Charli XCX is not merely a collection but a celebration of her most iconic quotes. It draws inspiration from Charli’s earliest insights in 2012 right up until today, as she claims her crown as the queen of, well, anything she wants. This tiny tome is packed with Charli’s cool-as-fuck charm and original authenticity, making it the perfect pick-me-up for Charli’s Angels when they too want to over-indulge their inner brat.


Enjoy!











Chapter One


Charlotte’s Web


Welcome to the future of pop music! Inside you’ll find all you need to know about how former outsider Charlotte Emma Aitchison transformed into Charli XCX, forcing her way into the mainstream.


It’ll never be the same again.








[image: Open quotation]


I’m a triple threat, which in England means I sing, I drink and I smoke.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli XCX, her opening monologue as host of Saturday Night Live, November 2024





[image: Open quotation]


To actually come through on the other side – and really feel so connected with my fans through the other side – that was really special.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on the success of her hugely personal 2020 album How I’m Feeling Now, which she made in lockdown, interview with Callie Ahlgrim, Business Insider, 9 March 2021





[image: Open quotation]


I did a few small acoustic gigs, but I never felt particularly myself, singing on a stage with a guitar. It wasn’t until I was 14 or 15 and started going to raves that I felt inspired, performing with my iPod and a mic.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on ditching the guitar and discovering her true musical style, interview with Jem Aswad, Variety, 4 December 2024





[image: Open quotation]


My parents have always let me have my own space to do what I want to do and be creative.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on her parents, interview with Hannah Mylrea, NME, 15 November 2019





[image: Open quotation]


I don’t think the fans would be good Charli XCX fans unless they were a bit opinionated, so I’m happy that they’ve got some spice and sass to them, I suppose.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on her fans being honest with her, interview with Hannah Ewens, Rolling Stone, 2 March 2022





[image: Open quotation]


I grew up on a diet of Britney Spears and the Spice Girls, and was obsessed with the idea of pop stars. My favourite Spice Girl growing up was Baby. Now, it might be Posh. Looking back at the ‘90s Spice Girls, it’s Posh. She always looked amazing. The little black dress, the strappy shoes, the hair. She looked great. Always.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on her earliest influences, interview with Jessica Goldstein, Cosmopolitan, 6 October 2014





[image: Open quotation]


I feel like I can be six different people in one day sometimes. Which is fun but also really strange in my own brain. I’ll surprise myself sometimes with things that come out of my mouth and musically, but maybe that’s nice also. But I’m 21. I don’t know if people really know who they are until they’re dead anyway. You die and you’re like: ‘I got it! And now I’m dead!’


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on Charli, interview with Harriet Gibsone, The Guardian, 24 July 2014





[image: Open quotation]


My mum came from a Muslim family where the idea of a 14-year-old going to a rave was completely alien.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on her mother’s heritage, interview with Jeff Weiss, GQ, 31 May 2024





[image: Open quotation]


I didn’t know anything about rave culture, or club-kid culture, or gay culture – everything was a first that night.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on her first gig at a club in London when she was 15, interview with Tom Lamont, The Guardian, 8 July 2018





[image: Open quotation]


If I don’t keep a track, it’s because I don’t like it. But I can never tell when something was going to be a hit. Never.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on writing for other artists, interview with Kate Mossman, Observer, 2 June 2024





[image: Open quotation]


I really just wanted to be Britney Spears when I was younger.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on her biggest muse, interview with Duncan Cooper, Fader, 16 August 2016





[image: Open quotation]


It was definitely a confusing experience, after ‘Fancy’, when things didn’t really go my way and I didn’t become this huge, big artist or whatever. That was definitely hard for sure.


[image: Close quotation]


Charli, on the disappointment that came after the success of Iggy Azalea’s 2014 song “Fancy” that she featured on, interview with Tom Lamont, The Guardian, 8 July 2018





[image: Open quotation]


Honestly, you can either get on my level and enjoy the fucking party or you can just not be invited because I don’t really care, do you know what I mean?
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