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Note: the information in this book refers mainly to those taking their driving test in the UK, in a regular car. Though the majority of the tips in this book can be applied to all kinds of driving tests, those looking for specific information for taking a test on a moped, motorbike, van, bus or lorry should check the gov.uk website for the most up-to-date information. 













INTRODUCTION









You've been working hard at your lessons, mastering the gears and attempting to reverse your car around a corner smoothly for weeks, and now it's time to start thinking about the test itself. If you know the basics but are worried about the test, this book is what you need to overcome that anxiety. You could have all the knowledge and driving skills necessary to pass your test but if nerves cause you to make a silly mistake it can all be wasted. Passing your driving test is as much about learning to take control of yourself as it is about taking control of your vehicle. It sounds a tall order but if you follow the tips in this book, try to relax and go into the test feeling calm and confident, you'll be on the road to success in no time. 











THE THEORY TEST 









Learning to drive is a complicated life skill, which can take many months to master. Every driver is different, and you should feel free to progress at your own pace during your lessons. Once you've built up the necessary basic skills, your instructor will start to prepare you for your theory test. The idea of the theory test is to check that you understand the essential rules of driving, can recognise and interpret road signs and have a good level of awareness, before you progress to the practical test. You need a theory test certificate before you can book a practical test. 
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OVERVIEW 


 


The theory test is divided into two sections, which you'll take back to back (with a 3-minute interval in between) at an official test centre. The first is a multiple choice section, followed by a hazard perception section. You need to pass both parts in order to gain your theory test certificate. Whatever the outcome, you will receive your results at the end, and if you have been successful, you'll receive your certificate then and there – at least it's all over nice and quickly! 
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THE MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION 


 


The first part of the theory test consists of 50 multiple choice questions covering all aspects of driving, including some 'case studies' where you will be shown a short story about real-life driving experiences and then be asked five questions relating to it. You will be given the option to do a 'practice' session before you start, then you have 57 minutes to answer all the questions – the structured timing means that you should have enough time to think through each question carefully and then calm your nerves before moving on to the next one. To pass you need to answer 43 correctly. 
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THE HAZARD PERCEPTION SECTION 


 


This is an electronic test of your awareness of potential hazards on the road. You will be shown a clip featuring an everyday scene, and asked to identify at least one 'developing hazard' per clip. This could be anything that might make you change your speed or direction, such as a car indicating to pull out, or a ball rolling into the road. You can score a maximum of five points per clip – the earlier you spot a hazard, the higher you will score. You have approximately 15 minutes to complete the test; the pass rate is 44 out of a possible 75. 
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