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Get the most from this book



These revision notes will help you to revise for AQA A-level Religious Studies: Paper 2 Study of Religion and Dialogues, or AQA AS-level Religious Studies: Paper 2 Study of Religion. Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.


These revision notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. This books aims to give you the essentials that should serve as a reminder of what you will have covered in your course and allow you to bring together your own learning and understanding.


It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. Tick each box in the contents page when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  checked your understanding



•  practised the exam questions.





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Key terms


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.
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Key quotations


It is crucial that you can write about religious teachings in your exam. Almost all the questions demand this. This book includes many teachings to use, but you should look to add your own too.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are available online.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Typical mistake


The author identifies some typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Online


Go online to see answers to the Now Test Yourself questions, and find examiner-commentaries on sample Exam Practice questions, which will help you to assess your answers. You will find these at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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Introduction



You can use these revision notes to revise for AS- or A-level Religious Studies for AQA. Your qualification is made up of two components:





•  Component 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics



•  Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues (A-level), or Study of religion (AS-level).





These revision notes cover only Component 2. You can use My Revision Notes AQA A-level Religious Studies: Paper 1 Philosophy of religion and ethics to revise for Component 1.


AS-level Component 2: Study of religion


Content


For Component 2, you will have studied one of five of the world’s major religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam or Judaism.


These revision notes will help you to revise if you studied Christianity. Within Christianity, you will have studied the following topics:





•  Sources of wisdom and authority



•  God



•  Self, death and afterlife



•  Good conduct and key moral principles



•  Expressions of religious identity.





How the Assessment works


Component 2 is examined by one written exam, which is 1 hour long.


This paper consists of two compulsory two-part questions.





•  The first part of each question tests AO1 and is worth 15 marks.



•  The second part of each question tests AO2 and is worth 15 marks.



•  So the total maximum mark for the whole paper is 60 marks.





This component represents 33 per cent of your overall AS-level.


A-level Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues


Content


For Component 2, you will have studied one of five of the world’s major religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam or Judaism.


These revision notes will help you to revise if you studied Christianity. Within Christianity, you will have studied the following topics:





•  Sources of wisdom and authority



•  God



•  Self, death and afterlife



•  Good conduct and key moral principles



•  Expressions of religious identity



•  Christianity, gender and sexuality



•  Christianity and science



•  Christianity and the challenge of secularisation



•  Christianity, migration and religious pluralism.





How the Assessment works


Component 2 is examined by one written exam, which is 3 hours long. This paper is split into three sections.


The total maximum mark for the whole paper is 100 marks.


Section A: Study of Christianity


This section contains two compulsory two-part questions.





•  The first part of each question tests AO1 and is worth 10 marks.



•  The second part of each question tests AO2 and is worth 15 marks.



•  So the total maximum mark for this section of the paper is 50 marks.





Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion and Christianity





•  You have to answer one unstructured synoptic question from a choice of two.



•  This question is worth 25 marks.





Section C: The dialogue between ethics and Christianity





•  You have to answer one unstructured synoptic question from a choice of two.



•  This question is worth 25 marks.





This component represents 50 per cent of your overall A-level.



Preparing for the examinations



Remember that two skills are assessed in the exam, but there are some general points that apply to both parts of each question.





•  Ensure that your writing is legible. Examiners cannot mark or give credit for what they cannot read.



•  Spend a minute or two in jotting down a very brief plan (words and phrases, not sentences) of relevant points that you might include.



•  Remain focused on the question throughout. Answer the question that is set, not the one that you would like it to be.



•  Include reference to scholarly opinion, whether a school of thought or a named scholar, but do not confuse them.



•  Use specialist terms and spell them correctly.



•  Paragraph your work. Use a new paragraph for each of your main ideas or arguments.





AO1 is assessed in the first part of each of the two questions





•  The command word for AS-level is ‘explain’.



•  The command word for A-level is ‘examine’.



•  AO1 tests knowledge and understanding. Your answer to the first part of each question should not contain any evaluation.



•  Do not give a general introduction stating your intent by repeating the question or setting out what you intend to cover in your answer. That is a waste of valuable time.



•  Give a range of points in your answer but do not try to include so many that your answer becomes like a list because you do not have time for development.



•  Develop each of the points you make with further comment and support them with evidence, including, as appropriate, reference to scripture.



•  Be aware of chronology. Do not, for instance, state that Aquinas disagreed with embryo research.



•  Aim at fulfilling the Level 5 criteria, as shown in the table below.









	AS-level (13–15 marks)

	A-level (9–10 marks)






	




•  Knowledge and understanding is accurate and relevant and is consistently applied to the question.



•  Very good use of detailed and relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where appropriate.



•  The answer is clear and coherent and there is effective use of specialist language and terminology.






	




•  Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and fully developed in breadth and depth with very good use of detailed and relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where appropriate.



•  Where appropriate, good knowledge and understanding of the diversity of views and/or scholarly opinion is demonstrated.



•  Clear and coherent presentation of ideas with precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.













AO2 is assessed in the second part of each question






•  The structure of the question for AS-level consists of a statement followed by the command ‘Assess this view’.



•  The structure of the question for A-level consists of a statement followed by the command ‘Evaluate this claim’.



•  This tests your ability to analyse arguments or viewpoints and to evaluate them.



•  AO2 is not about giving one set of views, then another set of views and finally giving your own view. Such a response would consist mainly of AO1. It is about assessing the persuasiveness and reasonableness of an argument by examining the strengths of its claims and the strengths of the counter-arguments.



•  First of all, set out clearly and coherently the argument in support of this claim.



•  Then give critical analysis of the argument. This might involve raising some of the following questions about the argument:







    •  Is it inconsistent or illogical at any point?


    •  Does it make any unjustified assumptions?


    •  Does it give reasonable evidence in support of its claims or does it ignore or downplay evidence that might count against the argument or alternative interpretations of the evidence?


    •  Does it exaggerate its claims or make sweeping generalisations?


    •  Does it include subjective and biased opinion?








•  Use trigger words such as ‘however’, ‘additionally’ or ‘nevertheless’ to help the examiner see where you are making critical analysis.



•  This should lead you to include consideration of at least one different viewpoint from the argument in support of the statement.







    •  There is no need to consider more than two different viewpoints in your answer.


    •  They need not be opposing viewpoints.








•  This should lead you finally to an evaluation of the argument, i.e. to an assessment of its value.







    •  You might assess it as convincing.


    •  You might think it fails because of the flaws it contains or because a different argument or viewpoint is more persuasive.


    •  You might conclude that it is difficult to come to a definitive conclusion.








•  At the very start of your answer note any key terms or phrases in the statement and ensure that you address them throughout your answer; this will ensure a fully focused response.



•  Aim at fulfilling the Level 5 criteria, as shown in the table.









	AS-level (13–15 marks)

	A-level (13–15 marks)






	




•  Reasoned and evidenced chains of reasoning supporting different points of view with critical analysis.



•  Evaluation is based on the reasoning presented.



•  The answer is clear and coherent and there is effective use of specialist language and terminology.






	




•  A very well-focused response to the issue(s) raised.



•  Perceptive discussion of different views, including, where appropriate, those of scholars or schools of thought with critical analysis.



•  There is an appropriate evaluation fully supported by the reasoning.



•  Precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.















1 Sources of wisdom and authority



Introduction to the Bible


What is the Bible?





•  The word ‘Bible’ means ‘books’ and it is Christianity’s sacred text.



•  It is a collection of books that express beliefs about God and God’s purposes for humanity and the rest of the created world.



•  The earliest writings date from early in the first millennium BCE, but some are based on oral traditions that are many centuries older.



•  The latest writings belong to the second century CE.



•  The Bible falls into two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament.



•  The books of the Old and New Testaments together form the Canon of the Bible.





The Old Testament





•  The Old Testament contains the writings of the Jewish scriptures (the Tenakh) though the order is different.



•  It was in fixed form by the first century BCE.



•  Some of the writing is in prose but much is in poetry; it contains a wide range of different types of literature.



•  There are four main parts:







    •  The first five books are known as the Torah (‘law’) and they do contain many law codes, e.g. the Ten Commandments, but they tell the history of the origins of the Jews, starting with the creation of the universe and ending with the death of Moses.


    •  Historical writings that tell the history of the Jews from the conquest of Canaan and ending in the period of Persian rule in the fifth century BCE.


    •  The prophetic books contain the insights of individuals into God’s purposes for Israel.


    •  Wisdom literature covers a wide range of themes and types of writing. It includes an examination of the suffering of the innocent, erotic love poetry and a commentary on life that is at times cynical and agnostic.
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Now test yourself





1  What beliefs overall do the books of the Bible contain?



2  What is the meaning of the word ‘Testament’?



3  What are the four main parts of the Old Testament?



4  What are the four main parts of the New Testament?



5  What is meant by the phrase ‘the Canon of the Bible’?
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The New Testament





•  The New Testament contains Christian writings that date mainly from the first century.



•  It reached fixed form by the fourth century CE.



•  There are four main parts:







    •  The Gospels contain the good news about Jesus, recounting his ministry, passion (suffering and death) and resurrection.


    •  The Acts of the Apostles is a history of the early Church.


    •  The Epistles are letters written mainly to Christian communities to give guidance on belief and lifestyle.


    •  The Book of Revelation uses graphic imagery to describe the Last Judgement.






The nature and authority of the Bible


Conservative approaches


Evangelical Protestants


Many evangelical Protestants hold whvat is called a fundamentalist view of the nature and authority of the Bible. They believe:





•  The Bible is the infallible word of God; it contains no mistakes of any kind.



•  The authors were directly inspired by God.



•  Apparent contradictions in content are due to the limitations of the human intellect, i.e. they are not real contradictions.



•  When it comes to the Genesis story of creation, there are different approaches among fundamentalists, but all agree that the account given is true.







    •  Those known as young earth creationists have a literalist approach to the Bible and reject any theories that contradict the literal meaning of Genesis 1.


    •  Those known as old earth creationists regard Genesis 1 as giving a scientifically correct account of the origins of the universe; they do not adopt a literalist approach.
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Exam tip


There are many differing views on the nature and authority of the Bible among Christians and the labels attached to each of these views vary. What actual label you use does not matter as much as your ability to show that you understand the differences in understanding among Christians.
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Key quotation


All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.


2 Timothy 3:16
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	Two fundamentalist approaches to Genesis 1






	Young earth creationist




•  Creation occurred about 6,000 years ago (using Bible genealogies)



•  Literalist understanding of the text



•  Creation in six days means literally six days



•  Creation of every species is a separate act of creation



•  Humans essentially different from animals



•  Scientific theories rejected as products of limited and mistaken human intelligence



•  Some say that fossil evidence was planted by God to make the earth look old and test faith






	Old earth creationist




•  Acceptance of scientific dating of universe, i.e. circa 13.8 billion years ago



•  Not literalist, e.g. Hebrew word for day has more than one meaning



•  Creation in six epochs/stages



•  Acceptance within limits of Darwinian evolution



•  Humans a ‘special’ creation, i.e. different from animals



•  Genesis 1 and modern science compatible, e.g. ‘let there be light’ refers to the Big Bang and the six ‘days’ match the six stages of the evolution of the cosmos according to scientific thinking












Catholic views





•  The Bible is inspired by God, but was written by human beings.



•  The inspiration, i.e. the way in which it is the word of God, relates to the Bible as a whole rather than to each word or verse.



•  They distinguish between the key messages in the Bible regarding salvation, which they believe are without error, and the accounts of the individual authors who were products of their time and culture, and need to be understood in that context.



•  Genesis 1 was never intended as a scientific or factual account of the origins of the universe; the author used the genre of myth to convey truths about the nature of God as creator and the nature of humanity and of the created world.



•  Guidance in interpreting the Bible comes from Tradition and the Magisterium, as well as the use of the individual’s informed conscience and reason.
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Key quotation


The Bible is not meant to convey precise historical information or scientific findings to us. Moreover, the authors were children of their time. Their forms of expression are influenced by the sometimes inadequate cultural images of the world around them. Nevertheless, everything that man must know about God and the way of his salvation is found with infallible certainty in Sacred Scripture.


Dei Verbum
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Neo-orthodox approaches


Neo-orthodox approaches are based on the arguments of philosophers like Karl Barth.


Karl Barth (1886–1968)


Karl Barth was a Swiss Protestant theologian who believed that the Bible:





•  is not the word of God but it contains the word of God



•  is the way through which humans may experience God, realising their need for forgiveness and divine mercy shown through Jesus



•  is not inerrant with respect to science, history and religion, as its writers were products of their time and subject to limitations of intellect.





Liberal approaches


This term covers a wide range of approaches:





•  Some believe that those who wrote the texts were guided by God.



•  Others believe that the Bible is an entirely human document, consisting of what the writers believed about God and his purposes for the world.



•  What individual authors wrote was a product of the culture and age in which each of them lived and of their particular temperament and outlook on life.



•  The Bible is not inspired, but it may be inspiring to individuals, e.g. Jesus’ statement in Matthew 26:52 that those who draw the sword will die by the sword may inspire some Christians to adopt a pacifist approach to war.



•  The Sea of Faith Network, which includes Christians with very liberal views, claims that faith is a purely human creation, so the Bible has no authority other than any that an individual might choose to give it.
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Now test yourself





1  How is the Catholic view of the Bible as the word of God different from that of Evangelical Protestants?



2  What is the key difference between young earth and old earth creationist approaches to Genesis 1?



3  What did Karl Barth say about the Bible as the word of God?



4  Give three ways in which liberal Christians understand the nature of the Bible.
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The authority of the Church


Outline history of the Church





•  After his resurrection Jesus gave the Apostles authority to lead the Church.



•  The Apostles passed on their authority to new leaders (bishops) and this transmission of authority continued down the centuries.



•  It became known as the Apostolic Succession.



•  In Western Europe, the Bishop of Rome (known as the Pope) was the leader of the Church and everyone had to obey him.



•  In the sixteenth century, many Christians rebelled against the Pope’s authority and they became known as Protestants (because they protested against the established Church).



•  From the sixteenth century, there were two main Christian traditions in Western Europe:







    •  the Catholic Church, led by the Pope


    •  the Protestant Church, which consists of many different denominations.








•  One of the key areas of disagreement between the traditions related to the authority given to the Bible and the authority given to the Church.
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Exam tip


You need to understand the different views on the authority of the Church in relation to the authority of the Bible that are found in the Catholic and Protestant traditions. For this, it helps to have an outline knowledge of the history of the western Church from its beginnings in the first century CE to the Reformation in the sixteenth century.
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Outline of the two different views of the authority of the Bible and the Church






	Protestant view

	Catholic view






	
Sola scriptura: the Bible alone has authority

	Bible and Tradition are equal in status






	Believers interpret what it says to them in their situation through prayer and in the light of their conscience

	The Magisterium (the teaching authority of the Church) is the guardian and interpreter of both the Bible and Tradition.







The Protestant Churches


Martin Luther (1483–1546)





•  Sola scriptura: the Bible is the only source of religious authority.



•  Christians should not say that some parts are true and others are false.



•  The Bible gives the standard of measurement for deciding on the truth of Church teachings.
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