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				The history of St Patrick’s Day contains many surprises. 

				Although it has been observed since the 10th century, St Patrick’s Day did not start to become the occasion we know and love until the 17th and 18th centuries. What is now regarded as an occasion to enjoy a drink or two was once a day of quiet abstinence, with bars closed across Ireland. 

				The story of the saint himself may also surprise you. He was not Irish, was never formally canonised as a saint and yet he became the patron saint of Ireland. Much of his story is entwined with myth and symbolism: he probably didn’t drive snakes out of Ireland and some historians 
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				say that the St Patrick spoken of today is actually a composite of two people.

				None of this detail bothers revellers on the big day. Cities around the world hold parades, packed bars blast Irish music and everything seems to turn green for the day. St Patrick’s Day is even observed in outer space. For one day, we are all Irish.

				From the days when drinkers attended the Dublin Dog Show because it had the only open bar in Ireland, to the 21st century, when pub profits rocket on 17 March, the day has changed a lot. Along the way, it has taught us much about Ireland, festivity and ourselves. It is the national holiday that the planet embraced.
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				Once a day of abstinence from alcohol, St Patrick’s Day has now become an occasion for record-breaking sales of the black stuff and other boozy beverages. 

				This magical festival has evolved and taught us much about the world.
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				To-morrow, being the anniversary of St Patrick, Tutelar Saint of Ireland, will be observed with the usual respect and attention, by his generous sons and their descendants.

				Notice in Rivington’s NY Gazette, 16 March 1775
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				A shot of history 

			

		

		
			
				Golden Nuggets 

				St Patrick’s Day is held on 17 March because this is the supposed date of his death.

				The first St Patrick’s Day festival was held in Boston, USA in 1737.

				Historians believe that St Patrick’s Day was first celebrated in New York at the Crown & Thistle Tavern in 1756.
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				A Quiet Night in

				Until the 1700s, St Patrick’s Day was only observed in Ireland. 

				This Roman Catholic event was usually spent reflectively, in quiet prayer at church or at home.
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				Origins No.1

				It is believed that the first St Patrick’s Day parade was held on 17 March 1601 in a Spanish colony in what is now St Augustine, Florida, USA. There were then parades in Boston and New York in the middle of the 18th century.

				In 1607 it was listed as a saint’s day in the Irish legal calendar.
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				A 17th-century Franciscan priest, Luke Wadding, effectively created St Patrick’s Day. Although it had been celebrated since the 10th century, he convinced the Catholic Church to recognise it and turn it into a festival proper. 
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				Fight for Your Right

				In 1768, Irish coal-heavers in London went on strike. On St Patrick’s Day they marched through Wapping and Shadwell, wearing a shamrock in their hats.

				During the American Revolution in 1780, George Washington granted the Continental Army a holiday “as an act of solidarity with the Irish in their fight for independence”.
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				Irish Roots

				The celebration of St Patrick’s Day in America took off when the Irish potato famine hit in 1845 and large amounts of people began migrating to the United States from Ireland. 
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				Origins No.2

				In 1848, a number of New York Irish Aid societies decided to unite their parades to form one official New York City St Patrick’s Day Parade.

				The New York Times reports that in 1867, police were assaulted during a “St Patrick’s Day Riot”, during which “swords and spears [were] in use again”.

				In the second half of the 19th century, the elite of Irish society began to mark the day with a grand ball in Dublin Castle.

			



OEBPS/image/11.png





OEBPS/image/9.png





OEBPS/image/62.png





OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-Bold.otf



OEBPS/image/40501-O2G1AJ-RP-Dark_RGB.png





OEBPS/image/79.png





OEBPS/image/10.png





OEBPS/image/80.png
|





OEBPS/image/60.png





OEBPS/image/73.png





OEBPS/image/40501-O2G1AJ-RP-Light_RGB.png





OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/image/74.png





OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-Book.otf


OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-BookItalic.otf


OEBPS/image/6.png





OEBPS/image/shutterstock_1655231365_RP_-_GRID_PMS_364_RGB1.png
“““““““

N

“““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““

N

N
N

O S D B N B S N
N A A AN e AN A AN e AN AN AN
L\ NN BN NN NN SN NN NN NN AN

AAE A AN AN A AN AN NN NN\

N
N

NmEEEEEE»
MONERERDMNEREDNEEDNEEDEREODEREGaESBSO = s
DA E A A A AEE AT A S A A XN
NBRIREREEEREREER

N\ A8 SN AR SN N\ AN
I\ O
N AR AR AR AR AR AR AN A
NN NN

N\
-
NN\

A A A A A NN\
MAEERNEERNREDNEESDE- -S|,
N G GO\ LGN O\ AL A\ LA\

AAE AR A A A A AN NN N

N ARDONERNERIRNERNERDNERNNE-SN-|N
N N NN NN N NN N NN NN N
N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ A\

N

N N N N
N N N N
N N N N






OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-Semibold.otf



OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-Italic.otf


OEBPS/image/40501-O2G1AJ-RP-Dark_RGB1.png





OEBPS/image/59.png





OEBPS/image/84.png





OEBPS/image/68.png





OEBPS/image/40501-O2G1AJ-RP-Dark_RGB2.png





OEBPS/image/83.png





OEBPS/image/4.png





OEBPS/image/40501-O2G1AJ-RP-Light_RGB1.png





OEBPS/image/shutterstock_1655231365_RP_-_GRID_PMS_364_RGB.png
“““““““““““““““““““

N \ N

\\\\\\\\

N

“““““““

N

N\ L\

N N N N
N N N N

\
N\
\\

R\ MO N\ N\ MO
A A AR A A A A AN NN
MONERERNMNERERNERENERENERENEREODNEEONEEN)
N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ N\
A0 A A AN AN AN AN AN NN
\ \ \

1A A AN AT AN NN AN NN\
TN TN DN DN TN TN TN TN DN
N TmMIT TImMTIT T TIMT T T TTTTmITTTM
A DA AN DD AN DN AN NN NN
T TN TN TN DN DN TN DN
AT TTIIETTTIIETTIIETTTITTTIIET I TTITRT
- """
NN NN \

NN NN NN N\
NN\ NN\ NN DOOENERNNENERNN OOENERNNENERN
N\ N\ A\ A\ N\ N\ N\ A\ N\ N\

A AA AN DN DN DN NN NN N\
NOMEEERNN
N\ A\

ol

NN N\ NERNERNERNERNERNN
OONEERNERENNERNERN OOMEERNNNENENN
N\ N\ N\ N\ N\ "\ N\

SRR EE R R R

N N N N N
N N N N N
N N N N N
N N \\ N N N






OEBPS/image/58.png





OEBPS/image/48.png





OEBPS/image/78.png





OEBPS/image/81.png





OEBPS/image/40501-O2G1AJ-RP-Light_RGB2.png





OEBPS/font/SwiftNeueLTPro-BoldItalic.otf


OEBPS/image/82.png





