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Foreword



For 243 years these United States of America have endured the terrifying forge of enlightened revolution to emerge a new nation filled with chaotic compromises and a spirit of limitless possibility. The successful revolution that bested a global superpower instilled in all who called themselves American an unquenchable passion for liberty, a white-hot ardor for freedom. These peoples—who held dear the experiment of American democracy in a new republic, arrived at these shores to worship the God of their choice, and came together in community when suffering struck—expanded their vision until it reached the Pacific Ocean.


Our founding fathers, though men of flesh and blood often steeped in shameless hypocrisy and sometimes too self-serving in their ambitious seeking of land or comfort, still created a globally unique political ideology, which started with the words: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”


In the two and a half centuries since these words were written, we have come to accept the sanctimony of excluding women, people of color, and Native Americans, the latter exposed to violence and disease. Yet the founding fathers boldly wrote this single idea of common equality, knowing that their sins would eventually be exposed to history and that their misdeeds and errors would be undone by their progeny. They drafted these words knowing that time would temper the hot iron of a young, brash, and passionate nation. Given time and reason, America would transform into an enlightened ideal where those words would not just ring true but would be the basis for a nation of all men and women, even of those whose lands had been stolen and those who had arrived in bondage.


In two and a half centuries, America has faced a fractious civil war, unbridled imperial greed, slaughtering world wars, near national starvation, a civil-rights reckoning, an international ideological struggle, and a final embrace of equality and global economic prosperity. From thirteen small states, America became a nation unrivaled in history, one that took in the world’s immigrants and refugees to create a country whose greatness is proclaimed in three Latin words: E pluribus unum. From many, one.


America is the greatest power the world has ever seen simply because it harnesses the strengths of all those who seek her bounty. A nation where the transgressions of the parents could always be atoned for by the children who stood firm to refine the American promise.


America has been a place where goodness, compassion, and kindness were the noblest of goals, where character, erudition, and empathy were the hallmarks of our national leaders. It held these values dear until the inner hatred of some rejected the simple act of electing a black man as our first citizen. His mistake was to try to bind the nation by giving the poorest health care, the gift of life, and with it a greater opportunity for liberty.


On November 9, 2016, and on every day since the election of Donald J. Trump, a narcissistic scoundrel of a con-man turned opportunistic politician, this once great nation has been on a brakeless descent into a seemingly unending hellscape of national despair. Sixty percent of our countrymen and women, especially those of color, Native Americans, and the poor, are ignored by a scalawag whose only love is for himself and his billionaire friends. It is heartrending that Trump has convinced a cavalcade of sunshine patriots and the misguided desperate to believe that they could be masters above all others if they just embrace hatred and violence and make him their petty tyrant.


Malcolm Nance reveals in these pages how Trump violated the oath of office after having been elected with the assistance of our foreign enemies and a disgraceful alliance of neo-Nazis, white supremacists, and congressional toadies who may best be called fifth columnists. All of these so-called citizens allowed Trump free rein to transform America from a constitutional republic to a constitutional autocracy, with our beloved national contract a mere fig leaf. Nance outlines the long, disgraceful journey into the wretched, putrid bilge of Trump’s nascent authoritarianism. It lays bare the plan to enrich himself at the expense of America’s national security and his mad desire to mimic the ironfisted rule of his peers: a ruthless Russian dictator, a North Korean mass murderer, and an assortment of communist autocrats.


I hope I inspired a few of you in my role as Josiah Bartlett, the fictional president in the TV series The West Wing, when he said:


We did not expect nor did we invite a confrontation with evil. Yet the true measure of a people’s strength is how they rise to master that moment when it does arrive… but every time we think we have measured our capacity to meet a challenge, we look up and we’re reminded that that capacity may well be limitless. This is a time for American heroes. We will do what is hard. We will achieve what is great. This is a time for American heroes and we reach for the stars.*


I am sure that, informed reader, you will realize you are the heroes we have been waiting for. With your enlightened passion, America will survive.


Martin Sheen


Los Angeles, CA


August 2019












Introduction


When I first wrote about the Trump-Russia scandal in my books The Plot to Hack America (2016) and The Plot to Destroy Democracy (2018), I did not suspect that the nation would still, in 2019, be embroiled in what is clearly the greatest scandal in the history of the United States. There has not been one day where revelations about the activities of Donald Trump and his associates related to their activities with Russia was not the top news story in the country.


All during the Mueller investigation, Trump sought to frame his version of the investigation as a “witch hunt” and insisted there was “no collusion, no collusion, no collusion.” However, once the actual report was released, a whole new phase of the Trump-Russia scandal was unleashed.


In December 2018, just months before the special counsel’s report would be submitted, Trump appointed William Barr as US attorney general, who became his private hit man. When former FBI director Robert Mueller III delivered the report to Barr in March 2019, the news media was initially bamboozled by the new attorney general’s four-page memorandum, which concluded “that the evidence developed during the special counsel’s investigation is not sufficient to establish the President committed an obstruction-of-justice offense” and also that the report “did not find that the Trump campaign or anyone associated with it conspired or coordinated with Russia in its efforts to influence the U.S. presidential election.”


Although a different picture emerged when a redacted version of the report from the special counsel was finally released to the public and Congress in April 2019, the report did not clearly resolve the issue. Granted, Mueller’s report provided a road map for Congress to impeach the president, but it never clearly said there was criminal liability.


Mueller may not have indicted Trump (because the Justice Department rules said he absolutely could not), but he also did not pull any punches when he spelled out in his report more than ten instances where Trump likely obstructed justice to avoid further inquiry into a raft of crimes that led to fourteen additional inquiries. Mueller stated that “the Russian government perceived it would benefit from a Trump presidency and worked to secure that outcome” and that “the Campaign expected it would benefit electorally from information stolen and released through Russian efforts.” Let that sink in. Trump expected data from Russia and wanted to benefit from the theft by their spy agencies.


It seemed like Trump’s goose was cooked until the greatest scandal in the history of America was covered up by the greatest scandal in the history of America. Unlike Comey, Barr had apparently taken Trump’s die-hard “loyalty oath.” Working with Republicans, Trump has managed to position key people in the Justice Department, the Republican Party, and the Supreme Court in an effort to jury-rig the results of any future court case or impeachment proceeding and to stop the Democratic Party’s slow walk toward impeachment. Trump has been, in effect, abusing presidential power at all turns. He has ordered members to quash subpoenas, ignored congressional testimony, and defied the Congress of the United States. What could have been his early exoneration if he had let the Russia investigation run its course instead has opened a new phase of investigations in the greatest case of American corruption.


To date, I have written numerous books on intelligence tradecraft, counterterrorism, the rise and fall of the Islamic State and Al Qaeda, and the fundamentals of the Russian plot to hack the American elections. However, nothing done by the worst terrorists filled me with more horror than realizing that Alexander Hamilton’s “unprincipled man”—the American-grown autocrat that the founding fathers had warned the nation about some two hundred years earlier—had finally cheated his way into the Oval Office with the assistance of an ex-KGB officer. This was not only an insult to all Americans living in a democracy but to all of us who have served in America’s military and public service to defend her.


THIS BOOK WILL EXPLAIN the elusive one-word question that has permeated the entire Trump-Russia scandal: Why? Why did Donald Trump suborn perjury, order crimes, hide secret communications and contacts with Russian assets, and show an undying subservience to the ex-KGB officer ruling as a dictator in Moscow?


I completed my initial draft of The Plot to Betray America well before the Mueller report was publicly released. It was satisfying to have Mueller validate everything I had written in this and my two previous books—because numerous right-wing pundits have been insisting all along that the Trump-Russia scandal was a wild, liberal conspiracy theory. It’s eerie how easy it was for me, an average intelligence professional, to unravel the Russian operation, as I did in The Plot to Hack America. The findings in that book came out six weeks before the election and foreshadowed the Mueller report, including the prediction that there would be an FBI counterintelligence investigation that would critically damage the Trump presidency. In The Plot to Destroy Democracy, I learned how horrifically hard it was to pin down Trump on conspiracy charges. He controlled the public relations tools of the nation and had a historical enemy working in his interest. This part of the Mueller report would end up at 448 pages. I did it in 345. However, The Plot to Destroy Democracy exposed the fantastical web of ties between Team Trump and both Russian and European anti-immigrant, alternative right-wing political factions. It revealed his desire to join an axis of autocrats led by Putin.


In The Plot to Betray America, I detail how Donald Trump, his political team, his family, and his most loyal American followers deliberately tried to get away with the greatest act of treachery in the history of the United States—an open in-your-face betrayal of the oath of office for money, power, and the chance to fundamentally break the traditional American system of government and damage our national security to benefit Trump’s allies in Russia, Saudi Arabia, and a newfound friend in North Korea. Trump has tried to make America essentially a Moscow-backed autocracy filled with obscene corruption. Gone is the accountability and image of transparency in a constitutional democracy that so many Americans would find they had taken for granted.


The Plot to Betray America is the story of how equal measures of hatred, ambition, ignorance, and superstition have come to tear America apart. It is a nightmarish tale, two parts political thriller and one part spy novel, of how the formerly hardline anti-Communist Republican Party has turned on a nation’s norms and shredded its belief in the Constitution to cover up the crimes of a pathological liar. History has revealed that Trump is a man who could barely construct a comprehensive sentence on tangible policy to the American people but has managed to use the raw power of the Oval Office to subjugate the 60 percent of American citizens who oppose him and to ignore any law that suits him. This man has created a for-profit concentration camp system and was publicly overjoyed when he separated thousands of Central American, Honduran, Guatemalan, and Nicaraguan children from their parents and caged them in desert prisons. The worst part of the story is how easily one-third of the nation has been brainwashed into backing a man who thought the pinnacle achievement of his life would be to construct a building emblazoned with the word Trump in Moscow, the capital of our enemy. This American story is a shameful, sorrowful tale the likes of which we should be heartfully embarrassed about.












SECTION I






[image: image]








Organizing to Steal an Election
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Betraying the Oath… in Plain Sight


On July 27, 2016, when Donald J. Trump, the Republican nominee for president of the United States, approached the podium to deliver a barn-burner speech against his Democratic Party opponent Hillary Rodham Clinton, he knew he was about to betray his nation. Everything America had ever stood for was about to be burned to the ground. When he did this, he had but one goal: to win.


To achieve his victory, he was going to do something no other American in history had dared. He would publicly and brashly demand that a hostile foreign power intercede on his behalf in the 2016 election for president of the United States. Trump’s request was simple: he would ask the Russian intelligence agencies to steal the emails of his opponent and release them publicly to the global news media so that he could win the election. It would be a crowning achievement of political performance art that will likely never again be rivaled in American history. It was a singular political move that no one had ever dared to do previously. Before Trump bullied and insulted his way onto the top of the ticket, an outrageous spectacle like this was unthinkable. Unprecedented! This was just the way Trump liked it. He was going to make history.


With all this in mind, Trump stepped forward to the microphone, and in an instant he let the mask slip off, exposing four years’ worth of winks, nods, and signed contracts with Putin’s Kremlin, and said words that, for any other person, would have been tantamount to treason:




Russia, if you’re listening, I hope you’re able to find the 30,000 emails that are missing. I think you will probably be rewarded mightily by our press.1





Voilá! It was done. Donald J. Trump, champion of the Republican Party, stood before the world and publicly embraced America’s most insidious near-peer enemy. But what did Trump care? He had a race to win, and if it meant using the global media’s fiery obsession and insatiable appetite for any news related to Hillary Rodham Clinton’s emails, so be it. Perhaps his public confession, where he practically admitted that he was in league with a foreign nation, relieved a secret internal pressure, a pressure that incessantly weighed heavily within him, but which motivated him to achieve a perpetually pressing secret desire: “I must be a winner.”


With the narcissistic intensity that passes for a soul, Trump revealed to the world that “whatever it takes” would not just be a mantra but the modus operandi for Team Trump. Everyone, from his campaign manager to the fist-throwing supporters at his rallies, would carry out their assigned tasks and do everything and anything to ensure a victory. A ruthless desire for success would guide himself, his family, his advisers, and his followers. Donald Trump would win this election, and he did not care how it was done or what resources were necessary—whatever it takes.


Confessing publicly that he likely had been and wanted to work with the assistance of a foreign nation was a delicate affair. Trump had been carefully cultivating his relationship with the Russian government as far back as the 1980s when it was the Communist Party–controlled dictatorship of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Soviet Union. One could argue that was then, this is now. But to Trump, Russia has always been a cultural ally filled with beautiful, sexy women and oil and natural gas billionaires with insatiably good taste in food, cars, and, of course, real estate. Russia was in the hands of a strong, tough leader and a ruthless mafia. At that level, utmost respect was a must. Trump fancied himself a world leader like Putin—a man who saw what he wanted and took it, and yet remained beloved by the Russian people. If only Trump could win, then Putin would be his closest friend. Had he not already promised assistance? Yes. His oligarch emissaries, like Konstantin Rykov, had been assisting since the night in 2012 after the reelection of President Barack Obama. That same night Trump demanded in a Twitter message, a tweet, that Americans take to the streets in protest! How could Obama win a second election? Rykov had been watching Trump’s Twitter feed and said in a private message that if he wanted to run for president “Russia will help you.” Trump responded with a picture of himself on his executive jet giving a double thumbs-up. One week later, he started his 2016 campaign by registering a political action committee called Make America Great Again, reminiscent of Ronald Reagan’s slogan of “Let’s make America great again.”


Putin knew that it would take a great effort on Russia’s part; there were real risks. But Donald Trump was a different American. Trump saw in Russia a nation filled with men like him. He could build a bridge across the cavern that he believed Obama had fashioned by rejecting Moscow’s political moves around the world. Russia was culturally aligned with the American Republican Party: it hated gays, blacks, and all others with the exception of the harried and victimized white race. In Russia women were to be put back in the kitchen, not running for president. The Russians worshipped the same Christian god as the Americans and had formed an informal law enforcement alliance against Islamic terrorism. These were greater similarities than differences. Trump reckoned, Why be enemies?


After Trump betrayed his nation, he stepped back to bask in the afterglow of opprobrium. Many in America were aghast, while others, Trump supporters, were elated with this unabashed betrayal of America in plain view. One could almost hear the collective national gasp as he invited Russia to dump Clinton’s emails. Beyond brash and bold, it was insane and political suicide! But Trump had read his audience well, particularly the news media; to them, he wasn’t throwing out words of treason but rather dropping an unrivaled mass of newsprint catnip. He had just launched the greatest controversy in American political history, a controversy that contained the only rap journalists wanted to hear—Hillary Clinton’s private emails. Just imagine if they could get that!


Next to Oprah Winfrey or Beyoncé, Hillary Clinton was the most well-known woman in the world, but she was a highly private one. Virtually nothing was known about how she communicated with her closest friends and family members about the intimate details of her existence. Trump was potentially offering access to that.


Trump had unleashed that which had been offered to him four years earlier. This public statement was the signal of a quid pro quo—something given for something given in return. In return, Moscow only wanted one thing: to lift the crippling economic sanctions imposed by the mutually hated Barack Obama and his then secretary of state Hillary Clinton for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the seizure of Crimea. To Moscow, Obama was stealing the money of the Russian oligarchy by not allowing anyone who used American banks to deal with Russia. From the oligarchs’ point of view, these “stolen” billions were rightfully theirs and the sanctions were theft.


To win, sure, Trump would lift the sanctions, and in addition, he would finally get the hotel he had fantasized about since 1987: Trump Tower Moscow, planned to be the tallest building in Russia with his name across the top in garish gold letters. “Teflon Don” would take the help of anyone who could give it, despite the questionable means.


Since the news media had been aflutter for weeks with news of the Democratic National Committee (DNC) hacking and WikiLeaks’s exposure of its correspondence, Trump was well aware that Russian intelligence agencies could provide the coup de grâce to Clinton’s campaign. The superspies at the FSB (Federal’naya Sluzhba Bezopasnosti or Federal Security Service), the successor to the ruthless KGB, would take that difficult shot, and in an ultimate act of flattery to Donald, release of the emails would make Clinton’s campaign dead on arrival. Trump had already been briefed on information that was flowing in from Russian contacts and being collected by associates both inside and outside his campaign. Whether it be from his close adviser Roger Stone, Julian Assange and WikiLeaks, Paul Manafort, George Papadopoulos, or any of his other sources for dirty tricks, the real dirt on Hillary Clinton would be obtained and shoved down her throat.


Against all odds, he would become president of the United States.


After he had spoken his thoughts about Clinton’s thirty thousand emails out loud, a stunned press corps started to ask questions, but none so directly as MSNBC’s Katy Tur, a reporter assigned to the Trump campaign, to whom Trump had given the insulting nickname Little Katy Tur. She would be the only reporter to see the statement for what it was—near treachery. Tur stood up and asked Trump what millions of stunned Americans were thinking: “Do you have any qualms about asking a foreign government—Russia, China, anybody—to interfere, to hack into the system of anybody’s [sic] in this country?” Trump responded snappily with a retort that Obama was a failed president. Tur persisted: “Does that not give you pause?” Cornered, Trump gave Vladimir Putin’s entire game away. “No, it gives me no pause… If they have them, they have them. We might as well.”2 Trump failed to admit his call for foreign intervention as anything more than a novel way to beat his opponent.


In that instant, every counterintelligence officer in the Western world must have thought “This… is treason.” While the counterspies were dumbfounded and likely pulling every bit of confidential data on Trump and his contacts with Russia out of their files, the world wondered, Did his appeal to Russia truly technically amount to treason? The answer is that it didn’t comply with the full legal definition of the word. US Code, Title 18, Section 2381 defines treason as:




Whoever, owing allegiance to the United States, levies war against them or adheres to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort within the United States or elsewhere, is guilty of treason and shall suffer death, or shall be imprisoned not less than five years and fined under this title but not less than $10,000; and shall be incapable of holding any office under the United States.3





Legal scholars will argue that the definition of treason strictly happens only when a war is formally declared by Congress, which was last resolved on December 11, 1941, when the United States voted war against Nazi Germany. To many, it is an archaic word that harks back to the days of the Cold War or the American Revolution. But there are historical and constitutional contexts. From the medieval era, it was codified in English Common Law as “whatever crimes the king or queen says it is.” The American legal definition of treason was literally designed to do away with the Crown definition. Its high bar for treachery is enshrined in Article 3, Section 3 of the US Constitution, and it was written so that only the individual betraying the nation would be punished. That way entire families could not be charged. The section says that “Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainer of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.”4 Case in point: the betrayal of General Benedict Arnold.


THE CASE OF BENEDICT ARNOLD: AMERICA’S PREMIER TRAITOR


Trump is not the first American to attempt to cheat and lie and end up betraying his country, but he should be the last. As CIA director John Brennan once said, traitors often start as unwitting dupes, desperate debtors, or starry-eyed idealists. They are found, cultivated, and often deceived by spies against their nation. It is illogical to think that just because a party to treason is never detected, indicted, or convicted means the crime was never committed. Fortunately, many of them are, but others defect and often escape justice. Donald Trump, you will see, is an altogether different animal.


Benedict Arnold is considered the greatest traitor in American history for his attempt to almost snuff out the bright flame of the American Revolution. His betrayal was to make a conscious choice to sell the American garrison at West Point to the British in 1780. In the beginning a fierce patriot, Arnold put his life on the line many times for the birth of the nation. It would be his own ego and a desire to satisfy his comely and avaricious wife, Peggy Shippen Arnold, that would convince him that all his woes could be solved through the help of her artistic friend Major John André, chief of intelligence for the British forces in America.


As a man who came from a seafaring family in Norwich, Connecticut, Arnold committed his personal fortune to military service in the Continental Army even before there was a United States. A natural adventurer and an aggressive citizen soldier, his strong personality led him to fight alongside Ethan Allen in the Green Mountain Boys in an effort to take Fort Ticonderoga from the British and send the new Continental Army cannons to Boston.


Under the orders of George Washington, Arnold planned and executed a daring and arduous expeditionary mission to seize Quebec City, Canada, at that time the British Continental Command Center and the heart of their forces in the Americas. A daringly asymmetric attack, this force went through some of the toughest terrains on the planet and surprised the city but failed to take it. Though the mission ultimately failed, Arnold did seize the city of Montreal, challenging British supremacy in the northern frontier. Soon after leaving Canada, he created his own private naval force on Lake Champlain that seized and destroyed British forts, all the while engaging in naval actions that caused massive damage to the British navy in the battle of Valcour Island on Lake Champlain.


Arnold would join generals Philip Schuyler and Horatio Gates at the Battle of Saratoga, New York. This action was critical to stopping British general John Burgoyne’s attempt to split the American colonies in two. Arnold was a daredevil officer—considered rash, bold, and explosive. At Saratoga, he took a critical counterattack that may have saved the entire battle—at a moment when he was without an actual command. Just minutes before his assault, he had been relieved of his command by General Gates, who thought him too impetuous. After Gates ordered him off the battlefield, Arnold jumped on his horse when he espied a disaster unfolding on the American flank. He rode off, took command of his former troops, and blitzed into the British flanking movement, which would have destroyed the Americans. He saw it coming! His swift action wounded him in the fight—a ball broke his leg bone—yet a maimed Arnold fought like a madman, halting the momentum of the British advance and costing adversaries to this new nation a great loss of life.


After a grueling campaign to take Quebec, he became known as the American Hannibal. He was celebrated when he returned to Philadelphia to recover from his wounds. Arnold had a warrior’s heart, but he felt he wasn’t sufficiently recognized for his perspicacity and valor. He was not rewarded. It was then that thoughts of treachery first entered his disillusioned mind.


Like many others who betray their nation, Arnold fell into debt: financial vulnerability and desperation often lead to risky acts. Arnold fell in love with a woman well above his station and he gained financial debts. While an adjutant general in Philadelphia, his new wife, Peggy Shippen, led him to take bribes, and he misused army materials and manpower to line his pockets. He bought an exquisite mansion, Mount Pleasant, that overlooked the Schuylkill River and kept Shippen in luxury, as befitted a general’s wife.


He drained a considerable amount of his family savings to fund the Lake Champlain campaign, and then was accused and acquitted of stealing logistical supplies sent down from Quebec. As military commander in Philadelphia, he started trading in petty graft, expanding into full-blown corruption, as he usurped profits from ships that made it past the British blockade. These goods needed his official pass to get by American lines. He supplied them—for a cut of the profits. Furthermore, Arnold allegedly shook down businessmen. The most noteworthy accusation concerned the Charming Nancy, a ship Arnold held shares in. Arnold was on the take from a trading consortium that needed his passes to get goods from the Charming Nancy. When the ship could not land in Philadelphia, they asked him for military horse carts to move the private goods across British lines. Arnold agreed and was paid off, but in this case, he got caught. Arnold would later be given an insignificant military court-martial. Washington, his friend and commanding officer, was ready to overlook this bit of idle corruption to get his best officer back into the field.


Arnold, on the other hand, was offended by the very accusations. An ego of such proportions was dangerous. It was Washington’s slap of the wrist, and a treacherous wife, that led him to decide he was no longer of use to America. At his wife’s suggestion he contacted Major John André. Arnold used an intermediary named Joseph Stansbury to shuttle communications between himself and André through a secret code system. Mrs. Arnold would often write innocuous letters to André but include Arnold’s secret code written in invisible ink.


The British had always known Americans could be bought off, particularly some egoistical officers, but neither André nor the British commander in chief in the Americas, General Sir Henry Clinton, ever considered Arnold as a potential traitor. Arnold initially demanded a payout of twenty thousand pounds or $3.5 million in modern currency. The British would eventually pay out the equivalent amount of $1 million in the end and offer an annual stipend.


It was September 1780 when Washington wanted to put Arnold back into a combat command. Now secretly a traitor, Arnold feigned a wounded leg and asked to be put in command of the critical garrison at West Point instead. Reluctantly, Washington consented. Upon arrival, Arnold started his treachery and issued deliberately conflicting repair orders, which created the illusion that new breastworks were being built while, in reality, he was deliberately weakening the garrison’s defenses. All the while, like a dutiful spy, Arnold passed on general military intelligence, including garrison and combat unit strength reports on all Continental Army activity from Georgia to Rhode Island, to the British. He sent situation reports on West Point’s condition, particularly on the massive chain across the Hudson that blocked British ships. He even suggested avenues of attack to take the garrison, which he had left open. Arnold was a useful traitor, but a dangerous pitfall in spy craft is that enemy intelligence officers will eventually want to have a face-to-face meeting to validate loyalty.


On Arnold’s own request, Major André arranged to meet him at the house of a man who was duped into thinking a British officer was defecting. At that same time General Clinton was moving British forces to eventually take West Point, based on Arnold’s plans. However, George Washington’s own spies detected Clinton’s preparations to attack West Point, and he had unknowingly passed orders and warnings to the traitor. When Arnold received orders from Washington to defend West Point, he ignored them to make it easier for Clinton to win.


Arnold also provided bonus intelligence. He routinely reported Washington’s personal movements around the colonies, including the size of his security detail and the names and locations of his escort units. He had hoped that the entire matter could be settled by having a British raiding party kill or capture the Virginia commander in chief. It was resolved that Washington would be captured along with West Point and most likely killed or forced to surrender the Continental Army.


As providence would have it, Major Benjamin Tallmadge, father of US military intelligence and Washington’s spy chief, fortuitously arrived just hours before at the location where Major André was captured. Tallmadge instantly figured out that Arnold was a traitor at the very moment Washington was literally dining at Arnold’s breakfast table. When word of the treason finally reached Washington, his only words were, “Arnold has betrayed us.”


Arnold had just minutes to escape to the safety of Major André’s transport, the fourteen-gun sloop HMS Vulture. After his defection, Arnold wrote Washington a letter declaring that he was, indeed, a traitor, a defector to the Crown—and good-bye America. Peggy Shippen, still with an angry George Washington, pretended she had been abandoned by Arnold. He magnanimously allowed Shippen and her child to cross British lines to join him.


Major André was not so fortunate. He was quickly “measured for a noose.” A few years earlier in 1776, one of America’s first spies, Captain Nathan Hale, was hung by the British. Washington took the loss of this fierce patriot badly, very badly. He was not in the mood to give clemency to a man who was ready to destroy the revolution. General Clinton offered a prisoner exchange, and Washington demanded Arnold’s head for André’s. Someone was going to die, and the father of the nation did not care which of the two it was. Clinton could not go against his word, and so André was promptly hanged on October 2, 1780, in Tappan, New York.


Several cases regarding treason arose during the American Revolution, likely as a result of Benedict Arnold’s plight, and unlike many general constitutional provisions, the clause on treason was made intentionally specific to ensure every latitude was given so that the accused had to commit an act that was clear to all who observed it. Arnold’s betrayal met that standard. Since the punishment for treason was death or life imprisonment, the definition served to impress the gravity of the offense. In 1788, the Constitution permitted Congress to establish the legal framework and definition for treason.


Unlike the earlier British version, which focused specifically on the betrayal of trust to the Crown, the US Constitution focused on betrayal of the nation. So, the founders narrowed the scope of treason to two areas: persons of American citizenship who chose to wage war against the United States or those who willfully conspired, assisted, aided, abetted, or otherwise directly helped an enemy of the United States in wartime.5


In helping an enemy of the United States, legal scholars commonly believe the US Constitution was designed to be interpreted and redefined amid changing circumstances in different eras. In the modern era, a person can commit acts that meet the legal definition without ever seeing a foreign enemy, and modern communications could aid and abet a foreign power without ever leaving one’s seat at a café via email, social media, or providing material support through the spreading of disinformation or propaganda or by encouraging further acts. After 2014, the FBI and Justice Department brought a wave of indictments and convictions against citizens who sought to join the Islamic State terrorist group ISIS. As the United States was in conflict under an Authorization of Use of Military Force (AUMF), a substitute for a declaration of war, and the War Powers Acts (which allows the president to interdict imminent threats), all were not charged with treason. For example, Adam Gadahn, the American spokesman for the Al Qaeda terrorist group, was never charged but simply hunted down and killed by military action, so no tangible review of his status could be acquired.


Professor Laurence Tribe, the Carl M. Loeb Professor of Constitutional Law at Harvard University, “assumes conspiring with foreign adversaries and domestic accomplices to defraud the American people should constitute a clear case for treason, and therefore indictment.” Tribe asserts that the legal barriers to the indictment of a sitting president, for the very act of treason and defrauding the government in elections that may have enabled him to attain the position in the first place, are essentially circular arguments.6 Tribe believes that offenses that are both impeachable and criminal can, by virtue of their criminality itself, stand out as a reason for indictment. He mentions offenses that are both impeachable (because they constitute “Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors,” as Article II, Section 4 specifies) and criminal (in the sense of violating the federal criminal code), noting that “it’s their criminality from the outset and not the removal of the criminally accused from office that subjects the accused to indictment.”7 History will show that, whatever the suspicion, impeachment must be invoked to remove a president from power in order to hold him criminally culpable for any charge.


AMERICA’S GALLERY OF TRAITORS


Arnold was not the first of such betrayals in American history. There were always self-serving charlatans, con men, and traitors who sold the nation’s honor for a pittance. Numerous other petty spies, schemers, and double-crossers have cropped up throughout America’s history. Back in the American Revolution, a little-known young ensign named William McDermott of George Washington’s Continental Army would defect to the British and sell the plans to Fort Washington, north of New York City, for a reward of sixty pounds.8 Other figures had a great impact on the safety and security of the United States. Within the most secret halls of government, for example, FBI spy hunter Robert Hanssen was a man whose treachery sent numerous Russian spies working for the CIA to their deaths. I should note that those deaths involved being thrown into a furnace alive. His comrade, CIA counterintelligence officer Aldrich Ames, did the same for a small amount of cash to cover debts. Ames betrayed the agency over an eight-year period even as he was supposed to be hunting for internal double agents such as Hanssen. They were both eventually caught and sentenced to life, and the only justice will be that they will likely die in prison.


Many more have betrayed the nation for money, fame, and personal revenge, including well-known spies such as Henry Gold, Jonathan Walker Jr., and Harold Nicholson. Some even defected to the enemy’s camp after their betrayals, such as Edward Lee Howard. The most recent and significant traitor to defect to Russia was Edward Snowden. Snowden started as a CIA information technology employee and used that job to gain employment at the National Security Agency (NSA). Snowden’s case is a classic example of a whistleblower inadvertently dragooned into Russian service while maintaining the belief that his idea of exposing America’s secrets was good for the world. Snowden first fled to China and then on to Russia, where he has found himself, since 2017, under the control of Russian intelligence, who own his apartment and maintain his daily existence. Peter Earnest, veteran CIA clandestine service officer and director emeritus at the International Spy Museum in Washington, DC, said of the significance of Snowden’s defection to Russia: “This is an individual with knowledge about a major national security organization [the NSA], one Russia would love to penetrate. He’s a pretty smart guy. With only a GED, he was able to secure employment with the CIA, the NSA and Booz Allen, and with it a high-level security clearance. So, he’d be a very useful resource to them.”9 Yet of all the turncoats and traitors, only Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, two avowed members of the American Communist Party who passed on the secrets of the hydrogen bomb to Russia, were tried and executed for treason during the Cold War, a conflict that did not meet the constitutional definition of war.


“RUSSIA, IF YOU’RE LISTENING…”


Was the “Russia, if you’re listening” speech really the first indicator that Donald Trump was going to align himself with a hostile foreign power and sell the nation’s democratic foundation out to a lifelong foreign spymaster? Requesting that a foreign power use its electronic intelligence agencies to hack into the private servers of a fellow American citizen and then use the results to help him skew an election was pretty damning. But I argue in these pages that this Mayday call to Moscow is one of the least significant acts of betrayal he would later commit as president of the United States.


Trump may not have known that his interactions with Russian agents, assets, and facilitators would lead to the violation of criminal laws and the Constitution and rupture the trust of the nation—perhaps he stumbled into it. In The Plot to Destroy Democracy I wrote how Trump transitioned from a useful idiot to an unwitting asset. These are tradecraft terms for a person who is being used by a foreign power but is too stupid to suss it out. As John Brennan, a career intelligence professional, testified before the Senate Intelligence Committee in 2017 on the matter of the Trump-Russia investigation: “Frequently people who go along a treasonous path do not know they are on a treasonous path until it’s too late.”10 But after that infamous speech, I believed he was now a witting asset—a person who knew that his actions would benefit a foreign power as well as himself and was fine with it.


Though Trump demanded that Russia release what he believed were emails that it had already stolen from Hillary Clinton, via Russia’s hacks on the DNC headquarters, none actually existed. It was a religious belief of the conservative right that Clinton’s emails had been hacked and were in Putin’s possession. The initial source for that belief was a small obscure conspiracy theory website, believed to be a component of Russia’s online disinformation network, called whatdoesitmean.com. This website, which releases carefully crafted propaganda with primarily Russian sources, claimed in a May 2016 article that Russia had indeed hacked Clinton’s emails and the Kremlin was “debating” releasing twenty thousand of them. This was a fantastical story that took on a life of its own in the conservative underground until it sprouted up as a discussion point on Fox News (via the website Gateway Pundit) that same month.11


Unlike President Richard Nixon’s orders to break into the DNC’s Watergate headquarters in 1973, the Russian intelligence operation to steal emails from the Democratic Party was far more than just a political crime. It was the first direct public attack to knock down the foundations of American democracy and to damage the principles that uphold our Constitution. One could say it was the opening salvo of Web War II. Web War I was Russia’s sustained attack on the Republic of Georgia, Ukraine, and other ex-communist nation states from 2000 to 2015. By stealing the emails, any emails, Russia was well aware that the US news media and Donald Trump would create a spectacle so irresistible, the keyboards of journalists and social media talkers would melt under the relentless pounding of eager fingers. Russia also had a full century of academic study and deep intelligence analysis of America’s political system from the Soviet perspective. They knew that America’s constitutional republicanism relied on accurate information and an informed electorate to work properly. They also knew that the rich could game the system with money. Cash could allow even the dimmest of personalities to mass-distribute whatever political propaganda could be crafted to win. Through social media, any single individual with the right amount of salacious or controversial information could be equal in influence to the New York Times and even provide content desired by the Times. Russia had also used its academia to understand that America was weak and susceptible to any external information or conspiracy theory that looked credible and found its way into the news media bloodstream. So, they tasked their spies to use social media to hack the mind-set of the American public, basing their hacking on the distrust of government agencies and discord among white men and minorities and women.


The hacking of the DNC and its aftereffects on the 2016 election are already being portrayed as the third-most significant sneak attack on the United States after Pearl Harbor and 9/11. Yet despite the fact that the fundament of the nation was being torn apart, for many, this threat would be virtually ignored or would not be believed because it came from a source other than Donald Trump’s mouth. In fact, both Russia and Trump relied on global news media to make the political effects of the attack as damaging as possible. For Trump, it would catapult him to the presidency. For Russia, it would validate its carefully crafted plan to put a willing asset in the White House. The media’s obsession with news related to the emails normalized Trump’s often idiotic ramblings and public embrace of the Russian Federation. By the time Trump swore the oath of office in January 2017 and gave his inaugural carnage speech, his followers had come to believe that their loyalty to his love of Russia was purely patriotic, and their devotion to him superseded any loyalty to the Constitution of the United States. Such a transformation from a rabidly anti-Russian party to docile admirers in less than four years was Putin’s dream come true.
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The Super Villain with a Leash


Anyone who becomes a bad guy, a run-of-the-mill villain, requires a greater villain, a super villain, to turn him—some person or cause that causes an otherwise honest man to carry out the basest and lowest of activities, including betraying other men. For Judas, it was the Pharisee Joseph ben Caiaphas, the leader who beguiled him with thirty pieces of silver to betray Jesus Christ—which guaranteed that Christ would become a historic martyr. With Benedict Arnold, it was his wife’s questionable relationship with the chief of British intelligence in the colonies, the young and charming Major John André. To understand how and why Trump would betray the nation of his birth requires a quick retrospective of the Russian leader, Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin.


Putin has qualities that easily impress Trump. Over a decade it has become clear that Trump has not just been an admirer of Vladimir Putin but has even engaged in a kind of love for him, or the kind of man he represents. Trump has adored Putin for his ruthlessness and easy access to his stolen billions. This personal adoration and financial lust is precisely how many traitors are recruited to turn on their own nations.


Putin did not haplessly stumble into power—he murdered his way to it. And he has lately been handling the greatest intelligence acquisition in the history of Russia or perhaps the world: Donald J. Trump. Putin’s lifelong calling has been to ruthlessly acquire information, which for him is the greatest source of power and the source of his personal strength. So he became a spy, and after that life, he applied the skills of blackmail, extortion, selective murder, and intimidation honed by his years at the KGB to neutralize businesspeople who did not comply with his orders. Blackmail and extortion, known as kompromat, were rife in the years before and after he took the reins of power from the corrupt and drunk Boris Yeltsin.


At the fall of the Soviet Union, Yeltsin presided over one of the largest transfers of wealth in history. Battling off a coup attempt by the hardcore communists to restore the Soviet elite back into power, he started the liquidation of Soviet government facilities and assets, which were sold in the low millions or hundreds of thousands of dollars but were worth tens of billions. From fire trucks to fighter jets, nuclear reactors to oilfields, it would all be sold off at fractions of a penny on the dollar. Soviet collective communism would be enveloped by a mafia-run blizzard of money changing hands and cocoon the nation in a chrysalis of cash, luxury goods, and death. The new government that emerged, led by Yeltsin with Putin as chief of intelligence, manifested as a form of freewheeling criminal capitalism reminiscent of the uncontrolled American gangster and mafia days in the 1930s prohibition era.


After the Soviet empire smashed itself on the rocks of capitalism, Russian society developed into four distinct classes. The top of the food chain is the elite of the elite: the leadership, a group of ex-communists who remain in power, including ex-KGB. Below them are the oligarchs and criminals or Russian mafia. They draw their power from the leadership, which gives them permission to conduct their business. The Russian leadership and the oligarchs are two sides of the same coin. The oligarchs are a middle-aged, savvier group of ex-communists who have used the mafia and their ties to the ex-KGB leadership to transform themselves into capitalist autocrats. The criminal class, just below them, does the street work of creating new lines of capital and spiriting the money out of Russia. At the bottom are the people, who are satisfied with how their lives have materially improved under the new Russian Federation, with better commerce, entertainment, and food. But they are still essentially living like they did during the Soviet era, only with better cars.


Putin transformed Russia so that the oligarchs would have access to the criminals to control business and the general population. It provided a measure of order and centralized control, with the trappings of democracy. To Putin, it was very necessary. The post-Soviet era was rife with hyperinflation scams, Ponzi schemes, and a wild money grab that led to an increase in consumerism. During this period, unscrupulous Westerners flooded in trying to seize the media, banks, and Russian women, without any respect for Russian society and values.


In 1998, when the country underwent a market downturn, Yeltsin chose Yevgeny Primakov, the former head of Russian intelligence, as his deputy. But instead of a manager who would use the old ways to clear his boss, Yeltsin was rewarded with investigations of himself and his daughter. This would not do. What was the purpose of holding onto power if your own subordinates undermined you?


At the time Yeltsin had heard how a young ex-KGB officer, Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, had helped St. Petersburg’s mayor Anatoly Sobchak form an alliance with the criminal underclass by using strong-arm KGB tactics, which these criminals respected. Additionally, this young man, just thirty-nine years old, was loyal to Sobchak, even though the mayor was under an anticorruption investigation. Yeltsin thought that discrediting him could not be done directly, and Putin’s loyalty had yet to be tested. Yeltsin brought him to Moscow and gave him control of the FSB. This agency was the successor to the old Soviet KGB—all that had changed was the first two letters and a massive new multibillion-dollar budget. Nothing else.


Putin immediately figured out he needed to be loyal to the center of power. He had to protect Yeltsin, and then, when convenient, he would step up and replace him. First, he had to stop the investigations. Putin arranged to blackmail the chief of the corruption investigation, the prosecutor general of the Russian Federation, Yuri Ilyich Skuratov. The post Skuratov filled is equivalent to US attorney general. He had risen to fame by exposing a former Soviet slush fund called FIMACO (Financial Management Company), where as much as $50 billion of Soviet state cash was being hidden offshore in an account in Jersey, one of the Channel Islands off the UK coast, in case the Communist Party was ousted from power.


Yeltsin was under siege by Skuratov, and it took the young spymaster Putin to save his bacon. During the Skuratov prosecutions, a videotape was splashed over every Russian TV channel exposing a man who appeared to be the prosecutor in a ménage à trois with two prostitutes. To put the nail in the coffin, the soft-spoken and rarely seen Putin even appeared on national television to hold a press conference confirming that the FSB had identified Skuratov as the man in the video. Skuratov quickly resigned, and the investigations were stopped.1 This allowed Yeltsin to fire Primakov. The young Putin was installed as the prime minister, just one step below Yeltsin.


Yeltsin stepped down as Russia’s leader on December 31, 1999, and Putin was named interim president. Soon after he became president, Putin pardoned Yeltsin and immunized him from all forms of prosecution or investigation. This chaotic chapter of Russian history, during which Soviet communism struggled to evolve into a fledgling democracy, closed with the country reverting to a Stalin-like autocracy.


Soon after assuming the presidency, the formerly quiet Putin suddenly became a raging firebrand against terrorism when four apartment buildings in greater Moscow were bombed in 1999, killing 293. Putin ordered the Russian army to invade Chechnya in order to punish the supposed attackers’ base of operations. Evidence would soon surface that the FSB might have carried out these bombings itself when alert residents and police caught a team of FSB officers planting hexogen high explosives in an apartment block. FSB claimed it was a training exercise, but the hundreds of pounds of explosives were real military-grade blocks. The incident was soon forgotten as the Russian population bought the propaganda from a solidifying dictatorship.


A new Putin had emerged. He adopted the visage of a stalwart avenging KGB officer and tough-acting demagogue determined to crush Chechnya and terrorism in Russia. Within Russia, his anti-US stance was also admired. Alexander Dugin, a former communist turned fascist philosopher, would discuss this period in a 2016 YouTube video where he said, “In Russia, pro-American forces almost openly dominated in the 1990s, and only in the 2000s did Putin begin to push aside their authority little by little.”2


Conservative American politicians in the post 9/11 world also admired his “kill them all” attitude in Chechnya. In 2002, two major acts of terrorism gave Putin his own 9/11, providing further opportunities for him to feign strength in the face of terrorism, while increasing and consolidating his power. Chechen Islamic extremist terrorists seized the Dubrovka Theater in Moscow and executed what counterterrorism professionals call a suicide hostage barricade operation. During the siege, the terrorists held TV interviews. They made it clear they had the capacity to blow up the theater and kill all the hostages. In response, Putin authorized an attack that allowed the Russian special forces, the Spetsnaz, an alpha counterterrorism unit, to use a highly lethal knockout gas to overpower the terrorists. However, this unusual method of attack resulted in the death of 202 hostages by the gas. Only four hostages were killed at the hands of the terrorists.


Two years later Chechen terrorists would lay siege to a school in the Russian village of Beslan and conduct another suicide hostage barricade. They took over 1,100 hostages, mainly parents and 777 children attending the first day of a school celebration. Putin ordered the army to assault the compound, even though it was clear suicide explosives were rigged everywhere. Bizarre tactics were used, including having tanks fire their main guns directly into buildings without regard to the safety of the hostages. In the end, the massacre at the school would kill 334 parents and 138 children, most of whom burned to death after the army forbade that fires they had started be extinguished.


Putin’s utter ruthlessness was widely admired by American conservatives. As a counterterrorism professional studying these incidents, I often spoke to US Army Special Forces team members, Navy SEALs, and FBI agents while practicing at the Quantico Shooting Club and found many had starry-eyed admiration for how the Russians had crushed the terrorists without regard for loss of innocent life. They would all talk about the horrible massacre at Beslan and how the Russians did not care for anything other than “killing the tangos,” a euphemism for terrorists. A number of military and police “experts” launched new careers by lecturing around the country at conservative forums about the two hostage barricades at Beslan. The consensus from these peers was that America needed to be equally as ruthless. To many American conservatives, Putin’s resolve was a sign of a leader they could follow.


MURDER INC.: THE NEW SMERSH CAMPAIGN


One aspect of Putin’s psyche was that he demanded unwavering loyalty from his subordinates, particularly those in the intelligence community. He reestablished a secret ritualistic punishment routine that had operated during World War I called SMERSH. SMERSH was an acronym coined by Joseph Stalin for an umbrella organzation of three counterintelligence agencies of the Red Army. Its motto was “Death to spies.” During the war, SMERSH troops caught Nazis and their collaborators. The James Bond movie From Russia with Love popularized the KGB-era activities of SMERSH. By the time of Putin’s reign, the organization had long been disbanded—or had it been? In 2006, when Putin signed a law legalizing targeted killings abroad by his intelligence agencies and military forces, he reactivated an assassination unit, name unknown, that essentially was SMERSH. The unit’s goal was to hunt people Putin considered to be traitors, and its hallmark would be high-profile public killings using the worst weapon possible—death by poison.


Putin was not shy about assassinating anyone who criticized or investigated too closely. One such person was Anna Politkovskaya, a journalist, who investigated and criticized the government. She was shot four times just as she stepped out of an elevator—a literal kill box—in her apartment building. The alleged killers, who were supposed to be Chechen terrorists, turned out to be FSB officers and their relatives. None of them was brought to justice, and several politicians who investigated the Moscow apartment bombings were killed as well. The nouveau SMERSH unit was busy.


Political enemies also drew the attention of Putin’s assassins. On February 27, 2015, Boris Nemtsov, a longtime opponent of Putin, was shot dead in front of the Kremlin. In an area blanketed with video cameras and police, Nemtsov was conveniently murdered behind a truck that had been strategically parked to block all views of the murder.


Former spies who committed treason held a particular place in the mind of Putin. As a KGB man, he expected 100 percent unwavering loyalty to the state—treason equaled death, without any statute of limitations. Putin said precisely that in 2018: “Traitors will kick the bucket… Trust me. These people betrayed their friends, their brothers in arms. Whatever they got in exchange for it, those thirty pieces silver they were given, they will choke on them.”3


Alexander Litvinenko is a former FSB agent who moved on from fighting the Russian mafia to becoming a popular author who criticized Putin’s regime. He wrote a book, Blowing Up Russia: Terror from Within, that accused Putin of using the FSB to blow up the Moscow apartments. He was noteworthy for his handsome good looks and television appeal. Apparently, this book and another on the Russian government’s control of the mafia were a step too far. Enter SMERSH.


On November 21, 2006, Litvinenko, then living in London, had dinner with Andrey Lugovoy and Dmitri Kolton, two former KGB officers turned private security contractors. At some point, Litvinenko drank a cup of tea, which he was unaware was laced with the highly radioactive nuclide polonium-210. Within days he became violently ill and showed signs of radiation poisoning. He died soon afterward. A British investigation revealed the identity of the poison, an isotope traced back to a Russian nuclear weapons reactor. It was the first deliberate polonium poisoning in history.


Roman Tsepov, a Russian billionaire and former friend of Putin, would also be served poisoned tea during an interview at an FSB office, which led to radiation sickness and death. The poison was likely the same polonium-210. The Kremlin immediately launched an information warfare operation designed to diminish the stature of the victim. “He’s a nobody,” Putin said in a press conference. He also said he was a man of “low intellect.” This insult is also, ironically, one of Donald Trump’s favorite phrases.


The Russian state fought Britain at every step to ensure that the killers escaped justice. In fact, Lugovoy was later elected to the Russian state parliament, the Duma, and was hailed as a national hero. This act-reward cycle became part of Putin’s intelligence apparatus, a not-so-subtle strategy that made clear to FSB officers that, no matter how much of an abject failure they had been, they would fall under his krysha and be given rewards and notoriety—as long as they remained loyal state security officers. In Russia, a person of influence like a major politician or criminal who provides protection is called krysha, which means “roof.” He repeated this cycle with the comely Anna Chapman, a Russian clandestine service officer living as an “illegal” spy. She was arrested with nine others in the United States. Instead of disgrace, she would go on to become a famous fashion model, TV commentator, and member of the Russian Duma.


Putin’s favored murder techniques are literally medieval. He prefers two weapons almost exclusively. If you are a low-value nuisance, you are shot to death. If you are a high-value enemy or a traitor to the state, you get exotically poisoned. In Putin’s own words, he warned, “Those who serve us with poison will eventually swallow it and poison themselves.”4 The choice of poison is designed to send a signal that it is the state selecting its most insidious methods to kill you. Some potions act quickly and without warning, while many give the appearance of death by natural causes, such as a heart attack.


Serving poisoned tea and dusting telephone handles and doorknobs with radioactive powders or nerve agents are Putin’s specialty. Sergei Skripal, an intelligence officer with the GRU (the Russian military intelligence agency), was exchanged in a spy swap after committing espionage for the West. He settled in Salisbury, England. His daughter, Yulia, continued to travel back and forth to Russia. Putin ordered the most toxic of all Russian nerve agents, Novichok, to be put on a door handle in an effort to kill them both. They were sickened along with twenty-six others but recovered due to rapid medical intervention. Unfortunately, the crystal perfume bottle that was used to bring the poison into the United States was found by two people in Amesbury, United Kingdom: one woman who tested the perfume died of exposure to the nerve agent; another man was sickened.


In 2008 Putin allowed the election of his deputy Dmitri Medvedev to act as a national fig leaf for a shadow third term. For four years Putin consolidated control of the nation and launched his first cultural inroads into American conservatism by sending emissaries to the evangelical community and offering to host conferences on the defense of Christianity, hosted by evangelical megachurch leader Franklin Graham. The FSB was starting to lay out plans for infiltrating the National Rifle Association (NRA) as well. Soon after Putin’s reelection in 2012, the Duma adopted laws that limit freedom of speech, curtailing people’s ability to organize in protest. Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, son of Soviet navy sailor Vladimir Spiridonovich Putin, the grandson of Spiridon Putin, cook to both Vladimir Ilyich Lenin and Josef Stalin, would now rule Russia as a single unchallenged leader.


Putin’s greatest obstacle to reestablishing Russia as an economic superpower was the nation he had spent his whole life spying on: the United States of America. He had spent his youth confronting America and its European allies in the shadows of the Cold War when he was assigned to a KGB outpost in East Germany, but his decades of dedication to the Supreme Soviet, the legislative bodies of the USSR, fell apart when the nation eventually failed. Still, the successor spy agency, the FSB, where he worked his way to be its director under Yeltsin, could serve the exact same goals the communists desired—to make Russia a dominant power and eclipse America by doing this—yet would require an asymmetric view of the task.


Direct confrontation with America was a fool’s game. But now his spy agency had billions in Western-supplied money, intelligence, will, and loyal spies at his command. Eventually, he would learn a lesson that would change the world: with modern Internet technology he discovered that one did not need to overthrow governments with invasions; one could simply make them welcome your invasion by convincing them it was in their interest. His chief of armed forces, General Valery Gerasimov, understood that in the information age, entire nations could be made to believe what another foreign leader told them, and they could be led to ignore their own country’s leadership. Gerasimov had said that “the opposing side [is] to be deprived of its actual sovereignty without the state’s territory being seized.”5 How? The other side will convince them to give up their sovereignty. Social media and the Internet had finally reached a point of impact such that America could be invaded by an insider threat of its own making. Russian propaganda could now enter America as legitimate news and convince the unwitting and the lazy to surrender themselves because the Internet says it is a good idea. Once a certain critical mass of gullible people believe something, they will adopt the idea as their own and think it was always brilliant and true.


Gerasimov was correct. Why try the command codes of the enemy’s atomic bombs when you can control the people and influence them to choose a Moscow-friendly leader? It would prove to be the Trojan horse of the information age.


In America, the Russians’ target population would be the Republican Party. Conservatives were always considered self-serving and susceptible to autocrats and would fall in line with a leader. Former KGB officer Yuri Bezmenov lectured the West on the types of people the KGB recruited. Bezmenov’s famous quote about how the KGB instructed him offers a look at how conservatives were preferred recruits for spies: “Try to get into established conservative media with a large circulation, reach filthy rich movie makers, intellectuals, so-called academic circles, cynical egocentric people who can look into your eyes with angelic expression and tell you a lie. These are the most recruitable people, people who lack moral principles who are either too greedy or suffer from self-importance. They feel they matter a lot. These are the people the KGB wanted to recruit.” The Russian intelligence officers were wary of liberals, socialists, and, worst of all, other communists. Bezmenov said that idealistically minded leftists were not to be recruited or used because “when they become disillusioned, they become your worst enemies.”


If Putin could neutralize or even influence the conservatives who were publicly aligning with him, he would make Russia great again. He was good at convincing people to work against their own best interest. It was a skill he had learned as a novice spy in Dresden, East Germany.


VLADIMIR VLADIMIROVICH: THE BABY SPY


Putin’s service and time in Dresden working for the KGB as a covert recruiter was a defining period for both his outlook on the Western world and where he first learned to organize intelligence activities and manipulate human failings. Dresden allowed him to practice his ability to identify and cultivate unwitting people. The skills he learned to influence and exploit others were a staple of his training at the Yuri Andropov Red Banner Institute in Moscow a few years earlier (now the Academy of Intelligence or SVR Academy). He had access to multiple sources of human intelligence from the First Directorate of the KGB, the KGB Third Directorate for counterintelligence, the GRU, the HVA (foreign intelligence agency of the German Democratic Republic [GDR]), and the Stasi—the feared GDR Ministry of State Security. Additionally, the Dresden regional district commanding officer, the residentura, had direct access to the local police or volkspolitzei, who would walk in with information about Westerners, West German students, businessmen, or others who were found at the train station or crossing the border visiting their relatives in the east. The local cops allowed them to collect potential spies through people with legitimate reasons to be in the east but who respected and did not suspect the local police like they did the Stasi. The KGB Dresden office would have police bring them to the station, and there they would be processed and promised rewards or threatened with punishments.


Dr. Douglas Selvage is a historian, scholar, and international expert on the Stasi and the KGB. He said that one of the KGB’s favorite tactics was to use the Stasi and volkspolitzei to find a Westerner who had an East German girlfriend. The girl would be pressured, out of national loyalty, to recruit her boyfriend. He would then be handed off to the KGB for development. Most of these activities took place at police stations or at a Stasi remand prison in Dresden, which was located on Bautzner Straße in the northeast residential district across the River Elbe. A former Stalinist secret police (NKVD) and KGB prison, the building was notorious to the locals.


A short walk away is 4 Angelikastraße, the former KGB headquarters where Putin worked from 1985 to 1989 as a young agent. The street was named after nineteenth-century painter Angelika Kauffmann. Located in the Radeberger Vorstadt neighborhood, the three-story villa was owned, before the end of World War II, by the family of Austrian actor Karlheinz Böhm. The KGB later confiscated the house from the Böhms.


Angelikastraße is now a beautiful, elegant tree-lined street, and the former KGB office has become the Rudolf Steiner House, the home of a German society celebrating Steiner, the famous Austrian philosopher and author, who founded the esoteric philosophy of anthroposophy, or the spiritual study of human wisdom. Steiner’s thought was to use the scientific method to extend into spiritual development. Steiner eschewed central authority and sought to instruct each of his followers to break free of even his authority through rational thinking and developing the human imagination and expression as a form of self-rationalization. It’s ironic that the KGB, the global enforcers of centralized authority and crushing the human spirit, would have preceded his organization in this villa.


The mission Putin performed at Angelikastraße allowed him to recruit top officials, compromise certain Westerners, and gain favor with key people. In Putin’s own words in an interview, only “very special people, with special qualities, and special convictions and special character” were suitable for the work of developing human targets and turning them into traitors.


Sources about Putin’s time as a junior operative vary. As a low-ranking officer, he would have been delegated to menial tasks—bringing up coffee and doing the tedious fieldwork that senior agents often don’t like to do themselves, such as keeping records, maintaining spy networks, and keeping top KGB and Stasi officials informed of their basic operations. Otherwise, it was a full-time job developing human capital for manipulation. From the beautiful neighborhood where Angelikastraße was located, Putin had a lovely workspace with which to do just that, and it did not hurt having a KGB/Stasi prison and torture center across the street.


Putin’s time in Dresden was tracked by Stasi researchers who in 2018 found his entry ID card for the headquarters. During his time in Dresden, he cultivated these skills and abilities, through his craft as well as his contacts and access to information, by virtue of his post. A big part of this was learning about potential recruits, as well as adversaries, and how to influence, compromise, or exploit them. Putin’s time there, including the formative period of the collapse of both the GDR, which reintegrated East Germany and West Germany into one reunified country, allowed him to realize that his own motherland, the Soviet Union, would collapse of its own weight. History could not save the communist Soviets. It was corrupt and centralized, and the Russian people wanted to throw it off and adopt a more Western lifestyle. The fall of his own command structure and the realization that his East German friends had now technically become capitalist enemies must have been hard to take. The loss of his entire world was difficult and would come to shape his outlook and approach to the Western world.


Putin had particularly useful access to information through his position, which he used to his advantage. In Dresden, these assets worked for Major General Horst Böhm, the last German to serve as regional director of the Stasi. According to Dr. Selvage, both the German Stasi and the KGB resident in charge of East Germany kept a master list of all persons who were agents and assets or who had the slightest contact with all the allied agencies, including the KGB, HVA, GRU, and politzei. All these people could be blackmailed and developed. As the GDR collapsed, Putin retrieved this master list of Westerners and East Germans who were essentially blackmailable as they could be revealed as former foreign spies. Recall that the Stasi managed over 102,000 inoffizielle Mitarbeiter or unofficial informants; almost 2 percent of the population was informing on their neighbors. For example, according to his former colleague Usolzev, Putin downplayed what he intended to do on return to Russia by telling peers he was going to lead a humble life. “He had prepared things to make a living as a taxi driver in Leningrad, and suddenly, we saw him become the mayor of the city.” A master copy of the file containing all the contacts of the joint intelligence agencies was kept in the Stasi regional offices. Putin was able to steal and retain the list to use privately for his own ends, including to gain favor with Boris Yeltsin.


Russia, in whatever form, would always need a spymaster.


Some believe that Putin saw the post-Nazi cultural strictness of the fascists-turned-communists as a model for how a nation could be controlled from a centralized party but still function with ruthless efficiency. Putin supposedly “internalized” the political model of the GDR and adopted it to what would become the Russian Federation—top-down leadership, capitalist fundaments, and one authoritarian party. Everything else, like press freedoms, democracy, and liberty, would be window dressing. Literally, a Potemkin village would mask the true leader’s dictatorial authority. The exercise of centralized, inflexible power as a means for the survival of the state, maintaining its influence and strength, became part of Putin’s “strategic DNA.”6


The Soviet Union, where Putin was born, had strict systemic control over the daily lives of every person. He believed it somehow gave him purpose, which is why as a teen he asked KGB officers how he could join. As previously stated, they advised that he attend university and become a lawyer. Again, he did just that. He understood there was a need for a consumerist society—everyone wanted better quality clothes, cars, and food—but as the son of the chef for Stalin, he admired the KGB’s willingness to get the job done, no matter what the cost in human lives. Unlike the West, human rights and humanity itself in Russia were consumables. People needed to die for the common good, be it mafia control, businessman intimidation, or by mass-starving an entire people. If millions were to die—as Stalin had done to his own army or by deliberately causing a famine in Ukraine while stealing the Ukrainians’ harvest to give elsewhere—that, to Putin, was just a numbers game played out in pencil and paper.


The Western mind cannot fathom how casually and unimaginatively Russia will kill people or allow people to be killed. It’s like running a chicken-processing plant; some of the stock is bound to die. So long as the media is controlled and the deaths are not personalized, it does not pay to name all the farm animals slaughtered.


ALTHOUGH PUTIN MAY NOT necessarily want to resurrect the Soviet Union, he does want to regain its lost importance—and restore the Russian people’s pride in their country, often motivated all the more in response to the humiliation of its loss of former relevance and influence after the fall of the GDR and wider Soviet world system.


To effect the autocracy he wanted, he would have to unify the widely diverse groups that had sprung up all over the Russian Federation after the fall of the Soviet Union. He formed a new party called Yedinaya Rossiya, United Russia. According to Russian sources, though often filled with propaganda, this is likely true: there are more than 2.2 million members in Putin’s United Russia Party, the ruling alt-right party of Russia.7 Led by Russian prime minister Dimitry Medvedev, the party was behind the effort to reinvent a new Russia, which was anti-globalist, anti-NATO, and anti-UN and fully supported by Putin.


THE RUSSIAN “KID CHARLEMAGNE”


Putin not only sees himself as a version of Russia’s new Peter the Great but has made moves more akin to Charlemagne, the eighth-century unifier of Christian Europe. In his 2013 state of the union address, he put forth a vision designed to not only appeal to the Orthodox Russian congregation but to white, Western Christian conservatives and evangelicals around the world. Putin was recognized as the angelic champion of Christianity’s culture, which he saw as being persecuted. In a speech on December 13, 2013, Putin laid the way for evangelicals and conservatives to see him as the international leader of conservative values:


Today, many nations are revising their moral values and ethical norms, eroding ethnic traditions and differences between peoples and cultures. Society is now required not only to recognize everyone’s right to the freedom of consciousness, political views, and privacy but also to accept without question the equality of good and evil, strange as it seems, concepts that are opposite in meaning. This destruction of traditional values from above not only leads to negative consequences for society but is also essentially anti-democratic, since it is carried out on the basis of abstract, speculative ideas, contrary to the will of the majority, which does not accept the changes occurring or the proposed revision of values.


We know that there are more and more people in the world who support our position on defending traditional values that have made up the spiritual and moral foundation of civilization in every nation for thousands of years: the values of traditional families, real human life, including religious life, not just material existence but also spirituality, the values of humanism and global diversity.8


Putin, with the Russian Orthodox Church patriarchy, would put forward a template to unite a new, conservative Europe under a Christian banner. America could come along too. He set his spymasters to develop an intelligence operation to bring the Americans along by making common cause with ideological soul mates across the Atlantic.


A NEW ANTI-WESTERN RUSSIA


“Starting from about 1989, we completely reoriented toward the West. We looked at them as a future paradise. We expected that once we had done all that they demanded, we’d dance for them and they would finally hug and kiss us, and we would merge in ecstasy,” said Evgeny Tarlo, a member of Russia’s upper house of parliament, on a Russian talk show in 2018. “Instead,” he said, “the West has… been trying to destroy Russia.”9


Russia banned high school exchanges in the FLEX (Future Leaders Exchange) scholarship program. Run by the US State Department, it was suspended by Moscow after one child decided to stay in the United States with a gay couple.10 Then American businesses operating in Russia began encountering hatred. For example, the animosity for the West forced McDonald’s restaurants to advertise that its food was “made in Russia, for Russians.”11


In 2009 things changed in a remarkably negative way with the election of President Barack Obama. The first African American to occupy the White House seemed to immediately drive Russia insane. Obama was a traditionalist and a constitutional scholar and desired most of all to maintain the traditional pillars of presidential power and act as a stalwart steward of American dominance worldwide. He maintained all the positions of the previous US presidents and took a harder line on Russia. Like all presidents before him, Obama was a realpolitik player who made sound decisions based on the best assessments of the intelligence community and scholars and his observations based on his experience as a Harvard-trained lawyer. He had a keen mind when it came to understanding Russia, and he quickly learned that the political and economic intelligence was true: Russia was a threat. Obama’s moderate view of the world, and his naïve belief that perhaps the space filler, Russian premier Medvedev, could be molded into an anti-Putin, made him want to come to an accommodation. American conservatives held the same views of Obama that the Russians held. This gave them a commonality that would bind them by 2016.


In Russia, race hatred toward Obama was insane: pictures of Obama eating a banana were shown on All Russia State TV, which reaches 90 percent of its population. Powerful Putin-driven antagonism against the United States began to resurface, a Russian hatred that exceeded that of the Cold War. On a popular talk show on the state-run First Channel, Sergey Mikheev, director of the Kremlin-allied Center for Current Politics, told the show’s host that “the United States is experimenting geopolitically, using people like guinea pigs.… They treat us all in the same way, threatening not only world stability but the existence of every human being on the planet.”12


Obama sincerely tried to use all the political and diplomatic power at his disposal to come to an understanding with Russia but not allow them to run rampant. When he offered a concession, his hand would be slapped away. Putin had no interest in Obama. Putin would change Russia’s direction and orient it to undermining the Black Plague that was the Obama administration.


Obama’s secretary of state was his vanquished opponent, Hillary Rodham Clinton. She had spent decades in and around the White House and had a clear sense that Putin and his oligarchical cronies were not supporters of freedom and liberty. When it came to America and its European allies, Putin was hard at work dismantling democracy.


Clinton saw Putin and the Kremlin for what they were: mischief makers across Europe. She took a hard line on their attempts to undermine the transatlantic alliance, a position Trump, sadly, would work to dismantle in Putin’s name just eight years later. Like Obama’s good works, Clinton’s legacy toward diplomacy and democracy would be smashed out of misogyny and spite.


OPERATION GRIZZLY STEPPE


It was during the period starting in 2010–2012 that Vladimir Putin was somehow impressed by Donald Trump. Perhaps it was because the TV show The Apprentice was a major hit in Russia. Trump was admired by many of the oligarchs, most notably billionaire Aras Agalarov. His son Emin was a popstar who got Trump to do his classic “you’re fired” line in his Russian music video. The CIA and FBI would later call the Russian influence operation to elect Trump president by the code name Grizzly Steppe. This mission had several phases, but the first was to exercise influence on American politicians.


As noted earlier, the first person to encourage Donald Trump to run for president was Konstantine Rykov. It was Putin himself who later noted he personally endorsed Trump as US president. In one interview with RIA Novosti, Russia’s international news agency, Putin remarked: “We don’t know for sure how it will be after the elections.… We don’t know whether the presidential candidate Trump will be implementing his intentions, how far will he go in cooperating with us; or whether Mrs. Clinton, if she becomes president, will implement her threats and her harsh rhetoric about Russia.”13


With this interview Putin balanced his hatred for Hillary Clinton with soft words toward Trump. It was a subtle way of revealing his hand to his preferred candidate. With a Moscow-backed candidate, political influence missions would have to be done in such a subtle way. Putin’s United Russia Party could not just come in as an ally to the Republican Party, as it had done in Europe. Moscow would have to use covert intelligence operations to ensure any chance of success. To lead the way, the party increased its information warfare operations, and extremism was mainstreamed.


The Russians had been studying American society for almost one hundred years. They only had six months, from the beginning of 2013, to establish Kremlin agents of influence in or near Donald Trump’s camp. The team working the NRA would be tasked to get closer to Trump and shape his message through that group. Alexander Torshin and Maria Butina were already nearing their peak influence on the NRA leadership and had gained access to Trump’s son, Donald Trump Jr., an avid shooter of defenseless animals. But the young “liaison officer” assigned to Trump was a very attractive dark-haired woman named Julia Alferova, ex-wife of oligarch Artem Klyshin. Her public job was assisting Trump in getting Miss Universe running, but the details of her day-to-day work are virtually unknown. In July 2013 Trump held his planning meeting in Las Vegas for the November pageant.


Phase I: Rig the 2016 Election


The nature of the operation would be to set up a massive network of coordinating right-wing groups from around the world that would assist with the dissemination of material produced by Russian intelligence. The initial thefts of data would be handled by the cyber bears of the FSB, the GRU, and the Special Communications and Information Service-Russian Federation (SCIS-RF)—the Russian version of the NSA. Using information acquired through all means of active measures, including kompromat (blackmail), forgeries, fake news stories, and numerous other forms of media manipulation, the Kremlin would blitz the American and European news media machine, which would lap up every word as true until proven false. It would be the single greatest manipulation since Mao Tse Tung launched the great Cultural Revolution—a billion Europeans and Americans would be bombarded with the “truth” as Vladimir Putin’s intelligence agencies saw it. They would be fed so many lies that the truth would become flexible.


Russia used citizens from a variety of professions to identify, cultivate, and eventually recruit unwitting assets who could pass on useful information to the state. They recruited Russian academics, writers, journalists, diplomats, entertainers, and businessmen to meet their US counterparts, impress them with their proximity to the Russian leadership, and place them in positions where these US citizens would feel they were playing a valuable role in the geopolitical stalemate between the East and West.


These were old strategies from the Cold War: to insinuate their intelligence operations the KGB helped in preparing academic conferences aimed at promoting policies favored by the Kremlin. During the Cold War, the KGB and the International Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union would select foreign participants who could lend credibility to the aim of the conference. They used the credibility of the Western participants to pollinate their interests in places where they would otherwise be shunned. Nothing was left to chance as even the topics would be picked and guided by the International Department, but it would be considered an academic and diplomatic effort. Back then no one was fooled because the Soviet Union’s propaganda efforts were its only tool.


The USSR also stole information on science and technology operations from academic conferences and computers. The Soviet Union’s active measures and human exploitation techniques were deployed to manipulate the markets or other economic targets to benefit the USSR. This included the use of disinformation fed to financial experts, hopefully resulting in a gain for the Soviet Union. However, this effort didn’t always succeed because the Soviet Union was so isolated from the global markets.


Today, however, the Russian Federation has money, weapons, and oil as tools to establish its credibility, as well as the previous human influence strategies, which are all used to influence political and economic policies. Not only has the current Russian intelligence apparatus used the same methodologies to steal secrets from developers and engineers around the world, it has also sought to deploy disinformation campaigns with the goal of misleading adversaries about Russian science and technology development, and to damage or hinder the progress or relationships around scientific development for its adversaries, including the United States and Western Europe.14


Phase II: Recruit Unwitting Assets


To execute Russia’s goal to damage American democracy, Putin ordered his intelligence agencies to launch a massive active measures campaign against the United States. Electronic social media landscaping was never enough, and to an old spy like Putin, he was more adept at using human intelligence and personal influence operations. No spymaster relies completely on faceless people behind computer screens to carry out the most sensitive intelligence operations. From the very start, Putin realized he would need to use prestige and class to manipulate Trump. Trump’s ego and desire for luxury presented an easy mark. For a principal contact Putin would use his ambassador to the United States, Sergey Kislyak. From 1981 to 1984, Kislyak was the second secretary of the Permanent Mission of the USSR to the United Nations in New York. Kislyak has held many diplomatic positions since then in Russia and abroad and in 2008 became ambassador to the United States. Like all senior Soviet and now Russian Federation diplomats, American intelligence believed that the role of these foreign ministry officers was to facilitate the identification and recruitment of potential assets or spies.


One of the first campaign contacts occurred on December 2, 2015, when former general Michael Flynn went to Kislyak’s residence in Washington, DC. In an interview with The New Yorker, Flynn said he knew Russian US ambassador Kislyak from his “days at DIA.” Kislyak was known throughout the intelligence community as one of the chief intelligence collectors in the United States, and Flynn should have known that.15


This meeting was arranged by Flynn and attended by his son Michael Flynn Jr. It was described as “very productive”—but to what end? This was a year before the election, and already the Trump team had made a major overture to Moscow.16 To Putin, this meeting would be seen as coming to kiss the Kremlin ring and receive blessings. A week later Flynn traveled to Russia to sit at the right hand of Vladimir Putin and receive a payment of $42,000 from RT (Russia Today), the state-sponsored Russian television network, for a speech delivered at RT’s tenth anniversary gala. To Flynn, it was just dinner and a speech. According to a former Czech foreign minister, Putin and Flynn just exchanged pleasantries: “How are you? Good. What’s new?” But the point isn’t what was discussed; it’s the image shown to the world. To the average Russian, it would look as if Flynn was under Putin’s protection, under his krysha, that Putin had turned the former head of American military intelligence. It was not true, but as you’ll see in chapter 3, optics are everything in television.


Other strategic tasks reveal the objective of the Russian campaigns. In the past, an agent would be tasked to surface forgeries into a news stream via a trusted source or unwitting asset. In the digital age, this would be done with propped-up websites, blogs, or social media outlets. An example of this was the use of digital cutouts like WikiLeaks, DC Leaks, or Guccifer 2.0. Such outlets would draw attention from the news and exploit the viral nature of social media platforms to spread disinformation. Journalists eager to get scoops were easy targets for spreading disinformation and rumor milling, especially as the confines of journalistic ethics gave way to citizen bloggers and those who sought newfound celebrity on social media platforms.


Using these methods, Russia, in 2016, would dominate the global market in government destabilization and information manipulation. Donald Trump would be Russia’s crowning achievement. Russian operatives would help him with a broad, deep, and wide-ranging cyberwarfare operation that would tilt an election in America and start the breakup of its foundations. They would use government intelligence agencies, military units, and private intelligence contractors. The point group would be run by Yevgeny Prigozhin, a Moscow restaurateur.


In 2013 Prigozhin would organize and finance the Internet Research Agency (IRA), a Russian intelligence subcontractor troll farm. The task of the IRA was to deeply data-mine the relationships and accounts of American citizens and create propaganda that was personally crafted for the individual Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram user. Prigozhin was the same chef who won a government contract to provide healthy meals for schoolchildren in Moscow but allegedly served them rotten leftover food from his restaurants. His IRA network would come online in 2014 specifically to change the perceptions of Donald Trump in the eyes of the American public.


In the past operations of kompromat, wiretaps, photographs, and video were used to create compromising materials that could be used to embarrass a target publicly via newspapers or passed to officials to ruin the target’s reputation. In the digital arena, this would evolve to email dumps, videos published to websites, and digital cutouts. Even if the materials were not specifically embarrassing, leaking emails and then engaging in a campaign to accuse the target of malfeasance was sufficient to stir a scandal. Moscow would see to that. For this aspect of the intelligence operation, there would be a series of “dangles”: bait—some new, some old—that no potential asset could resist. The goal of these dangles was to co-opt the assistance of Trump and his campaign. Putin would certainly not forget Trump’s avaricious children. Still, it would not be a walk in the park with the pooch. But if there was one thing Putin was adept at from his days in Dresden, it was keeping a tight leash on the subjects he handled and bringing them to heel for Moscow.
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