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Chapter One
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Adam arrived home from school at four o’clock. Outside was a bitterly cold February day – the air smelt of snow – but inside was warm. He dropped his coat and bag on the floor and shouted, “Mum, tea ready?” Then he noticed the plant.


The plant stood on the table next to the radiator. It had glossy green leaves and was covered with tendrils like miniature creepers.


“Mum!” Adam called.


Mum didn’t answer but there were voices in the kitchen: hers, Dad’s and someone else’s.
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Adam walked closer to the kitchen door. He peered at the plant. He wasn’t quite sure he liked the look of it. It looked as if… well, it might sound stupid, but as if it were hungry.


“She said it was the best plant-hunting expedition she’d ever been on,” a woman’s voice said. “Brilliant.”


Dad asked a question.


“The Amazon,” she said. “You can’t keep Ms Grandison away from there!”
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Plant hunting! Adam thought. Sounds really dangerous! Fancy being attacked by a wild daisy!


Something was tickling his neck. He tried to brush it off but the second he took his fingers away the feeling returned.


He scrunched up his neck. That made no difference.
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“Must go,” the woman said. “The plant I’ve left to deliver must be feeling really miserable.”


“Miserable!” Dad laughed.


“Plants from the Amazon hate cold,” the woman said.


Adam’s neck was itching again. The feeling went right across the back of his neck. It touched his throat.


He stepped back and turned. The plant swayed slightly. Half a dozen tendrils twitched in the draught.
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Adam laughed. “Trying to strangle me, were you?” he said.
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