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Stand By to Beam
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David found the CD-rom in the playground as he was going home from school on Friday. He’d been feeding the snails and cleaning the glass in the vivarium, so he was last to go as usual. There was nobody else about.

Never mind, he would wait till Monday and take it into Lost Property then. There was no harm in trying it out in the meantime, he thought.
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As he turned into Beech Avenue, he was hit by a very nasty smell. It came from the old dump that was on the other side of the bypass. When the wind blew from the north-west, you often had to hold your nose. His dad owned a flower shop and was always complaining about it. He said it drove customers away from the high street. He and the other local shopkeepers would soon be ruined.
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David pressed his hanky to his nose and hurried home. He couldn’t wait to get up to his room. He dashed straight to his Game-station and loaded the CD-rom.

He had dozens of different games, but none of them seemed as real as this one. He was a pilot on a very fast spaceship, looking through the cockpit window.

At first he rushed along deep in space, with stars and asteroids and planets flashing by. In no time at all he zoomed past the moon and headed straight for Earth.

Europe came rushing towards him, then England. And then! Before he knew it he was hovering over Elmfield, the little town where he lived. There was the main shopping street, Arkwright Road. Amazing!
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Next, two pointy things appeared in the middle of the screen. One was marked “blaster” and the other “beam upper”. David pressed the right button on his joystick. Blam! The blaster fired and the litter box outside the chemist’s shop glowed red-hot, then melted into a puddle of plastic.
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“Wow!” gasped David. He had been sitting on that litter box only yesterday.

Then, as the spaceship drifted down Arkwright Road, the beam upper started to point all by itself. It pointed at the window of chemist’s shop, then at Grove’s the butcher, then at the Oxfam shop, then at a lamppost. David’s heart began to beat like a drum.
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He knew that the next shop in the row, the one after the post office, was his dad’s flower shop. He saw Dad come out to water the buckets of flowers outside on the pavement.

At that moment, the joystick vibrated in David’s hand. He felt it tug. The words STAND BY TO BEAM appeared on the screen and David suddenly found to his horror that the beam upper was directed straight at … his dad!
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“Look out, Dad!” he yelled.

With all his strength, David jerked the joystick to the left. The beam upper swung so that it pointed just to one side of Dad.
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