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Many thanks to the Russell family in Paddington, Sydney and especially to Julian, who had the wonderful idea of sending his twins Tahlia and Remy on a key-hunt through the cat-flap in his house.

With grateful thanks to Jo and all the brilliant staff and children at Megan Baker House, Moreton Eye, Leominster, Herefordshire.
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Thinking Out Loud

I’m Thomas Leo Falling. I live at Well Cottage, Overton, Herefordshire and I’m trying to think of the best place to start this story. Yes, I know where you’re supposed to start. With the start!

But where is the start? The cat-flap? My legs? My twin sisters? Mum nearly getting arrested? Help!

I’ll do Miss Suggs for you. She’s my teacher at Rowan Primary.

Ready? (Loud squeaky voice.) “Think about the setting and the characters, Thomas. Start at the beginning and keep it simple.”
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Well, tough! This is my story and it’s complicated. I’m starting with the vase. Come into the kitchen. You’ll have to go a bit slowly because I can’t walk fast. I fall over a lot because I’m like my name, Falling. I tell my legs where to move but they don’t do what I tell them. Don’t worry, I’m used to hitting the ground. Anyway, I’m all right if I’ve got something to hang on to. So how old do you think I am?

WHAT DO YOU MEAN, TWO AND A HALF!!!!! Don’t be a turnip! I’m nearly ten, so watch it!

Where are we? In the kitchen. Right, come over here. See the door to the cupboard under the sink? Open it. Phew – what a pong! Don’t worry. It’s just because of the leak in the waste-pipe. My dad’s stopped fixing things because …

Wait a minute! This is not the part where I tell you about my family. This is the part where I tell you about the vase.

Now. We’re sitting on the floor. This is a good position to see things from. We’re looking in the cupboard under the sink. Can you see the washing-up liquid? See the bleach? See the paper sack of dry cat food gone soggy because of the leak? Now look behind. I don’t mean the bendy pipe. I mean BEHIND the bendy pipe. See that tall china thing? Good. That’s it! That’s the vase.
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It’s about fifty centimetres tall. Have you done cylinders at school? OK, then it’s like a china cylinder. Only it spreads out at the top. It’s painted red, green, yellow and purply-blue. How do I know all this? Because I’ve looked at it tons of times. I like it.

If you look closely, you can see this king sitting on a throne. There are people kneeling and bowing down, banging their heads on the floor. I don’t what all the trees and rocks are doing near a throne, but that’s vases for you.

Here’s a secret. This vase is worth a fortune. What a shame if it got SMASHED.
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Dad’s Dark Time

Right, now it’s time to say about my family. I think I’ll do Dad first. That’s because the story I’m going to tell you happened a little while ago when Dad got stuck. I call that time Dad’s Dark Time.

So here we go. My dad is Duncan Falling the poet. His Dark Time was last year when he just stopped saying anything. Mum said he was depressed. I like stuck better. It was like the word part of his brain got stuck on hold. Can you believe, it was nearly six months and not one word came, not one poem? It was horrible. Not just for him, for all of us. Normally he’s funny and nice and he can fix anything. All the time he was stuck, he just wanted to lie in bed or go out and drink too much beer.
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