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6 THE COLL AGE IDE AS BOOK


Introduction


Collage allows your creativity to run riot. It lets you juxtapose disparate elements, styles, and media against each other and create something entirely novel, bizarre, arresting, beautiful, ironic, or unsettling. Old and new can be fused together; digital and hand- produced can be combined. What you can create with collage knows no bounds.


Collage is a relatively young art form because it’s only recently that mass-produced text and images have been so widely available for people to cut, reassemble, and create with. But collage doesn’t stop at gluing together cutouts from newspapers, books, and magazines. You can mix traditional paper cut-and-paste with paint, string, thread, lace, wire, or fabric. You can rip, tear, burn, shred, draw on it, layer it, and stitch it. You can bring new life to discarded or obsolete items by combining them and re-assembling them into an entirely new artwork; you can scan your hand-produced art or your vintage finds, alter them, and combine them together digitally.


If you’re in search of new inspiration for your collages, turn the pages of this book. You’ll find a wealth of ideas to inspire you— techniques, media combinations, styles, and subject matter— from some of the most innovative collage artists creating today.
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8 THE COLL AGE IDE AS BOOK


COMBINING MEDIA #1


Your collage work doesn’t have to be simply cutting and pasting magazine cuttings onto a background. You can push it a bit further by introducing threads, fabrics, paint, or pencil drawings, as Mónika Ardila has done here. With this cinema- inspired series, “adding an imaginary environment with my little white pencil was a way to give a new space and new life to these forms.”


This series of works was inspired by the gorgeous, luxuriant textures, lines, and curves of the hairstyles the artist discovered looking through the glossy pages of a vintage magazine full of old-world cinema stars, color, and glamour.


Add Pencil


OPPOSITE: Black Cinema


LEFT: Black Hair


FAR LEFT: Black Constellation
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S T YLE #1 11


Create a Retro Feel


ST YLE #1


This could be a scene out of a 1950s cult B-movie. Why not take a leaf out of Karen Lynch’s book and create “impossible worlds that feel almost real.” Karen’s starting point is most often vintage images from the 1940s and 1950s, and she usually tries to take all of the elements for a collage from publications close to the same era—matching the print colors and texture of the paper can result in a more cohesive look. She takes care to use the colors in a consistent way so that the separate elements blend together in the final artwork. In Lunar Beach, the shape of the planets echo the circles of the beach umbrellas and pick up the color of the ocean and the beach.


OPPOSITE: Lunar Beach
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Introduction

Collage allows your creativity to run riot. It
lets you juxtapose disparate elements, styles,
and media against each other and create
something entirely novel, bizarre, arresting,
beautiful, ironic, or unsettling. Old and new
can be fused together; digital and hand-
produced can be combined. What you can
create with collage knows no bounds.

Collage is a relatively young art form because it’s only
recently that mass-produced text and images have been so
widely available for people to cut, reassemble, and create
with. But collage doesn’t stop at gluing together cutouts from
newspapers, books, and magazines. You can mix traditional
paper cut-and-paste with paint, string, thread, lace, wire, or
fabric. You can rip, tear, burn, shred, draw on it, layer it, and
stitch it. You can bring new life to discarded or obsolete items
by combining them and re-assembling them into an entirely
new artwork; you can scan your hand-produced art or your
vintage finds, alter them, and combine them together digitally.

If you’re in search of new inspiration for your collages, turn the
pages of this book. You’ll find a wealth of ideas to inspire you—
techniques, media combinations, styles, and subject matter—
from some of the most innovative collage artists creating today.
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Add Pencil

COMBINING MEDIA #1

Your collage work doesn’t have to be simply cutting and
pasting magazine cuttings onto a background. You can push
it a bit further by introducing threads, fabrics, paint, or pencil
drawings, as Ménika Ardila has done here. With this cinema-
inspired series, “adding an imaginary environment with my
little white pencil was a way to give a new space and new life
to these forms.”

This series of works was inspired by the gorgeous, luxuriant
textures, lines, and curves of the hairstyles the artist
discovered looking through the glossy pages of a vintage
magazine full of old-world cinema stars, color, and glamour.
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Black Cinema

LEFT:
Black Hair

FAR LEFT:
Black Constellation






