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INTRODUCTION



There have always been strong women: women who stood up for themselves and their ideals, despite the odds; women who took on roles that weren’t “ladylike”; women who refused to limit their words or their actions to what was deemed proper.


The first such woman in Judeo-Christian tradition may well have been Eve, who wasn’t content to idle in the Garden of Eden but let curiosity get the better of her—and urged Adam to bite that apple as well.


The reaction to strong, sometimes outspoken, sometimes loud, sometimes downright annoying women has been both admiration, by some, and criticism, by others.


When Donald Trump referred to Hillary Clinton as “such a nasty woman” during the last presidential debate in 2016, it felt familiar to many women, no matter their politics or their feelings about Clinton. They recognized that kind of criticism, that labeling, of women who dared to stand up for themselves. Too many had experienced it in their own lives, in school, at work, even in what should have been the safety of their own homes.


Hillary Clinton had done nothing more—and nothing less—than any of the many male candidates who preceded her in presidential debates and on the campaign trail. She’d argued, made strong statements, and sometimes equivocated instead of answering a question. In short, she was a politician. But while similar behavior by male candidates is taken for granted, she was “such a nasty woman.”


Although Hillary Clinton did not lay claim to the title “Nasty Woman,” many others have—happily. You can find a T-shirt or a mug, an embroidered pillow or a hat. The label has become a source of pride for many women of all ages and in all walks of life.


Some Nasty Women are quiet, some are loud. Some work behind the scenes, some stand in front of crowds. Some seek out the role, some are thrust into it by circumstances. They vary greatly in historic era, philosophy, voice, and the causes they fight for—or against.


This collection of quotations by, for, and about Nasty Women includes a few women from centuries past, many from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and a wide range of contemporary women. Their voices are different, just as their concerns often are, but their comments and advice are consistent across generations, geography, race, and history in encouraging other women to:




[image: ] Be yourself. If you’re smart or strong or talented, use what you’ve got.


[image: ] Stand up for what you believe in. For some Nasty Women, this has meant giving their lives. For many, it meant losing a comfortable place in society.


[image: ] Don’t worry about what other people think. From Joan of Arc to Mae West to Lady Gaga, Nasty Women have stood out from the crowd because they don’t really care what the crowd thinks of them.





Individual Nasty Women have been silenced, at times permanently. But there always have been Nasty Women, and it’s likely that there always will be.


In February 2017, U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren made her view of the attorney general nominee Senator Jeff Sessions known. They weren’t positive views. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell found her in violation of a Senate rule that forbids criticizing another senator in that way. Warren continued and McConnell barred her from speaking until the hearings on the attorney general were completed.


“Sen. Warren was giving a lengthy speech,” said McConnell. “She had appeared to violate the rule. She was warned. She was given an explanation.


“Nevertheless, she persisted.”


As did so many Nasty Women before her.
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You ought to be out raising hell. This is the fighting age. Put on your fighting clothes.


—Mother Jones
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Living is a form of not being sure, not knowing what next or how. The moment you know how, you begin to die a little.


—Agnes de Mille







Every word a woman writes changes the story of the world, revises the official version.


—Carolyn See
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I thank you trolls so much. It fills me with hope and power to see you all furiously posting, so as always accuse me of whatever lies you want. Call me a whale. Call me a thief, and I will continue to rise and fight and lead.


—Amy Schumer







I don’t want happy-face conclusions. I want the TRUTH.


—Elizabeth Warren







Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure. The fearful are caught as often as the bold.


—Helen Keller
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I was the conductor of the Underground Railroad for eight years, and I can say what most conductors can’t say—I never ran my train off the track, and I never lost a passenger.


—Harriet Tubman







What matters in a character is not whether one holds this or that opinion: what matters is how proudly one upholds it.


—Germaine de Staël
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I like to help women help themselves, as that is, in my opinion, the best way to settle the woman question. Whatever we can do and do well, we have a right to, and I don’t think anyone will deny us.


—Louisa May Alcott







A little stress and adventure is good for you, if nothing else, just to prove YOU ARE ALIVE.


—Lady Bird Johnson







I don’t look at what I’ve lost. I look instead at what I have left.


—Betty Ford
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People thought I was ruthless, which I was. I didn’t give a darn who was on the other side of the net. I’d knock you down if you got in my way.


—Althea Gibson







When a woman becomes her own best friend, life is easier.


—Diane von Fürstenberg
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Hard work keeps the wrinkles out of the mind and spirit.


—Helena Rubinstein







I did what my conscience told me to do, and you can’t fail if you do that.


—Anita Hill







A woman with a voice is by definition a strong woman. But the search to find that voice can be remarkably difficult.


—Melinda Gates
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I have learned over the years that when one’s mind is made up, this diminishes fear; knowing what must be done does away with fear.


—Rosa Parks







Nothing is impossible; the word itself says “I’m possible.”


—Audrey Hepburn
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Love bravely, live bravely, be courageous—there’s really nothing to lose. There’s no wrong you can’t make right again, so be kind to yourself.


—Jewel







The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have any.


—Alice Walker
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A strong woman is a woman determined to do something others are determined not to be done.


—Marge Piercy







We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.


—Malala Yousafzai







You can’t always be the strongest or most talented person in the room, but you can be the most competitive.


—Pat Summitt







I simply ache from smiling. Why are women expected to beam all the time? It’s unfair. If a man looks solemn, it’s automatically assumed he’s a serious person, not a miserable one.


—Queen Elizabeth II
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Be as bold as the first man or woman to eat an oyster.


—Shirley Chisholm
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I’ve never asked for special treatment along the way. And I’m never going to hide the fact that I’m a girl, ever. That’s obvious, isn’t it?


—Danica Patrick







The reward for conformity is that everyone likes you except yourself.


—Rita Mae Brown
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Your job is to be you, which includes being the chief beneficiary of all things you do right, the chief victim of all you do wrong, and the one person on Earth who has to live with every choice you make. As gatekeeper to your life, you’re it.


—Carolyn Hax







Social change is brought about by those who dare and act, who can think UNCONVENTIONALLY, and who can court unpopularity.


—Indira Gandhi







If you don’t have a seat at the table, you’re probably on the menu.


—Elizabeth Warren







Don’t be so humble; you aren’t that great.


—Golda Meir
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Sometimes I feel discriminated against, but it does not make me angry. It merely astonishes me. How can anyone deny themselves the pleasure of my company? It’s beyond me.


—Zora Neale Hurston







You can never leave footprints that last if you are always walking on tiptoe.


—Leymah Gbowee
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I firmly believe you never should spend your time being the former anything.


—Condoleezza Rice







Woman must not accept; she must challenge. She must not be told how to use her freedom; she must find out for herself. She must not be awed by that which has been built up around her; she must reverence that within her which struggles for expression.


—Margaret Sanger
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The willingness to accept responsibility for one’s own life is the source from which self-respect springs.


—Joan Didion







One of the lessons that I grew up with was to always stay true to yourself and never let what somebody else says distract you from your goals. And so when I hear about negative and false attacks, I really don’t invest any energy in them, because I know who I am.


—Michelle Obama







Changing the world doesn’t happen all at once. It isn’t a big bang. It’s an evolution, the sum of a billion tiny sparks. And some of those sparks will have to come from you.


—Katie Couric
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Women with money and women in power are two uncomfortable ideas in our society.


—Candace Bushnell







The important thing is not what they think of me, but what I think of them.


—Queen Victoria







There are some things you learn best in calm, and some in STORM.


—Willa Cather







The eagle has no fear of adversity. We need to be like the eagle and have a fearless spirit of a conqueror.


—Joyce Meyer
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I don’t have any option. I’m not going to be less gay or more pretty. I can’t try to have less personality or fewer controversial opinions.


—Rachel Maddow







We don’t develop courage by being happy every day. We develop it by surviving difficult times and challenging adversity.


—Barbara De Angelis
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Don’t live down to expectations. Go out there and do something remarkable.


—Wendy Wasserstein







I love to see a young girl go out and grab the world by the lapels. Life’s a bitch. You’ve got to go out and kick ass.


—Maya Angelou







It is not true that life is one damn thing after another; it’s one damn thing over and over.


—Edna St. Vincent Millay
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I hate to hear you talk about all women as if they were fine ladies instead of rational creatures. None of us want to be in calm waters all our lives.


—Jane Austen







Beautiful? It’s all a question of luck. I was born with good legs. As for the rest . . . beautiful, no. Amusing, yes.


—Josephine Baker







At the end of the day, we can endure much more than we think we can.


—Frida Kahlo







A common misconception about strong women is that we don’t need the hand-holding, the flowers, and the nice gestures, and what I’ve found to be true is that it’s the strong women who want it the most.


—Nicole Curtis
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If anger were mileage, I’d be a very frequent flyer, right up there in first class.


—Gina Barreca







So keep fightin’ for freedom and justice, beloveds, but don’t you forget to have fun doin’ it. Lord, let your laughter ring forth. Be outrageous, ridicule the fraidy-cats, rejoice in all the oddities that freedom can produce.


—Molly Ivins
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Anything you can do in excess for the wrong reasons is exciting to me.


—Carrie Fisher







My recipe for life is not being afraid of myself, afraid of what I think or of my opinions.


—Eartha Kitt
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No one can figure out your worth but you.


—Pearl Bailey







They say it is better to be poor and happy than rich and miserable, but how about a compromise like moderately rich and just moody?


—Princess Diana







We are volcanoes. When we women offer our experience as our truth, as human truth, all the maps change. There are new mountains.


—Ursula K. Le Guin
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Beware of monotony; it’s the mother of all the deadly sins.


—Edith Wharton







You must remember to never cease to act because you fear you may fail.


—Queen Lili’uokalani
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Privacy and security are those things you give up when you show the world what makes you extraordinary.


—Margaret Cho







We are not interested in the possibilities of defeat; they do not exist.


—Queen Victoria







Life is a BANQUET and most poor suckers are starving to death.


—Rosalind Russell







I have very strong feelings about how you lead your life. You always look ahead, you never look back.


—Ann Richards
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The word’s out: I’m a woman, and I’m going to have trouble backing off on that. I am what I am.


—Elizabeth Warren







Don’t apologize for asking for what you deserve.


—Mika Brzezinski







Well-behaved women seldom make history.


—Laurel Thatcher Ulrich







It’s because I’m a feminist that I can’t stand women limiting other women’s imaginations. It really makes me angry.


—A. S. Byatt
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Winning doesn’t always mean being first. Winning means you’re doing better than you’ve ever done before.


—Bonnie Blair







If we learn to open our hearts, anyone, including the people who drive us crazy, can be our teacher.


—Pema Chödrön
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If you weigh well the strengths of our armies, you will see that in this battle we must conquer or die. This is a woman’s resolve. As for the men, they may live or be slaves.


—Boudicca







I will not be triumphed over.


—Cleopatra







No woman can call herself free who does not control her own body.


—Margaret Sanger
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Many receive advice; only the wise profit from it.


—Harper Lee







It takes a long time to get to be a diva. I mean, you gotta work at it.


—Diana Ross







My mother taught me that when you stand in the truth and someone tells a lie about you, don’t fight it.


—Whitney Houston
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There’s humor in everything. There’s gotta be humor in everything.


—Amy Sedaris







You take your life in your own hands, and what happens? A terrible thing: no one to blame.


—Erica Jong
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What you need is sustained outrage . . . there’s far too much unthinking respect given to authority.


—Molly Ivins







Being a woman has only bothered me in climbing trees.


—Frances Perkins







There are always a few who stand up in times of communal madness and have the courage to say that WHAT UNITES US IS GREATER THAN WHAT DIVIDES US.


—Geraldine Brooks







People are always looking for the single magic bullet that will totally change everything. There is no single magic bullet.


—Temple Grandin
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I’m going to dance in all the galaxies.


—Elisabeth Kübler-Ross







I want to be strong and empowered. I want to shock everybody.


—Vanessa Hudgens







It’s not enough to be nice in life. You’ve got to have nerve.


—Georgia O’Keeffe







Nobody . . . took me seriously. They wondered why in the world I wanted to be a chemist when no women were doing that. The world was not waiting for me.


—Gertrude B. Elion
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The best piece of advice that I remember probably on a daily basis is to accept everything about me that is different. That is what makes me special.


—Misty Copeland







I will feel equality has arrived when we can elect to office women who are as INCOMPETENT AS SOME OF THE MEN who are already there.


—Maureen Reagan







There’s no day that is the same as the day before. So you have to be energized; you have to be focused.


—Hillary Clinton
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I see no reason to keep silent about my enjoyment of the sound of my own voice as I work.


—Muriel Spark
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