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1 Blue Whale



The blue whale is the largest animal known to have ever lived, growing up to 30 metres long and weighing up to 180 000 kilograms.



Blue whales are one of the loudest animals in the world and they can hear each other from  up to 1600 kilometres away.






	
			

			


The tongue of a blue whale is huge and can weigh as much as an elephant. 



A blue whale's heart is as big as a car and it's loud - its beat can be detected from 3 kilometres away. 



A baby blue whale weighs about 2700 kilograms at birth and drinks over 600 litres of milk a day.






	
			

			


2 Colossal Squids



Colossal squids live very deep in the ocean and are rarely seen, so not much is known about them.



The colossal squid is the largest squid in the world. 



Colossal squids have the largest eyes in the entire animal kingdom - they can be as big as a soccer ball.



Colossal squids have light organs in their eyes that work like built-in headlights, helping them see in the deep, dark ocean. 






	
			

			


Asian elephant



3 Elephants



Elephants are the largest land animals in the world, weighing up to 6000 kilograms.



Elephants are highly intelligent  and empathetic animals.



African  elephant



An elephant's trunk has over  40 000 muscles in it and is used to breathe, drink, gather food, smell, make noises and to pick things up.



Elephants can't jump.






	
			

			


Orcas are also called killer whales but are actually a very large species of dolphin.



4 Orcas



Orcas are around 8 metres long and weigh about 5500 kilograms.



Orcas are the greatest predators in the ocean, preying on anything they can find, including sharks, penguins, seals, fish, squid, sting rays and even whales.



Orcas are playful and curious creatures that live and hunt in groups called pods. 



Much like different human cultures, each orca pod makes distinctive sounds and has its own food preferences.






	
			

			


There are over 500 different species of shark. 



5 Sharks



Hammerhead shark



Blacktip shark



Tiger shark



Sharks have numerous sets of teeth, with some sharks losing  and replacing more than 30 000 teeth in their lifetime.



Great white shark



The whale shark is the world's biggest fish. 



Sharks can be tiny or huge, from about as short as a pencil to as long as a bus.






	
			

			


South African giraffe



6 Giraffes



There are 9 recognised subspecies of giraffe. They live in different regions of Africa and have different patterns  of markings.



Giraffes are the tallest living animals on earth at  4-5 metres tall.



West African giraffe



Giraffes give birth standing up, which means the baby falls about 2 metres to the ground.



Reticulated giraffe



A giraffe's tongue is around 50 centimetres long.



Every giraffe in the world has a unique pattern of spots.






	
			

			


Indian rhinoceros



7 Rhinoceroses



Black rhinoceros



Rhinoceroses have poor eyesight but an excellent sense of smell.



There are 5 species of rhinoceros - white and black (found in Africa) and Sumatran, Javan and Indian (found in Asia).



Rhinoceroses are surprisingly agile and can run up to  55 kilometres an hour.



White rhinoceros






	
			

			


8 Hippopo  tamuses



Hippopotamuses are semi-aquatic mammals that spend much of their time underwater. They can hold their breath for 5 minutes. 






	
			

			


Hippopotamuses spend their days in the water, venturing on to land at night to graze.



The name  hippopotamus' comes from ancient Greek and means river horse'.



Hippopotamuses have eyes, ears and nostrils high on their heads so they can see, hear and breathe while staying mostly underwater.






	
			

			


9 Tigers



Tigers are the largest wild cats in the world and can weigh over 300 kilograms.



Every tiger in the world has a unique pattern of stripes.



Tigers can run at around  65 kilometres an hour at full speed.
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