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CHAPTER ONE

A Snowy Surprise

Lily Hart squealed in delight as her snowball splattered all over her best friend’s knee.

“Good shot!” Jess Forester laughed. “Brr, now there’s snow in my boot!”

Her tabby kitten, Pixie, bounded at her feet, springing up and down as her fluffy tummy touched the cold snow.
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Lily patted another snowball between her mittens. “Oh, look!” she said, pointing. “The animals must want to play too!” The girls giggled at the sight of a dozen furry heads watching them curiously from inside a large barn. In the barn was the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital, which was run by Lily’s parents. The pens outside were usually full of poorly animals, but they’d all been moved inside for the winter to keep the animals cosy and warm.
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Mrs Hart popped her head round the barn door. “Lily! Jess!” she called. “When you’ve had enough fun out there, come and have fun in here, helping me check on the animals. Pixie can come, too!” she added, and disappeared back inside.

Lily and Jess adored animals and loved helping in the hospital. Pixie dashed into the warm barn, but before the girls could follow, Jess noticed a trail of paw prints in the snow. “I wonder what animal made those?” she asked.

“They look like cat prints!” said Lily.

“But they’re too big to be Pixie’s,” said Jess. “Could it be…”

The girls looked at each other. Both had the same thought.

“Goldie!” they said together.

“I hope so!” said Lily.

Goldie the cat was their magical friend. She lived in Friendship Forest, a secret world where the animals lived in little cottages, and they could all talk! Goldie had taken Jess and Lily on many amazing adventures in the forest and they’d made lots of animal friends.

“Let’s follow the footprints,” said Lily.
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After checking that Pixie was happily curled up in a nest of pillows inside the cosy barn, the girls dashed along the trail of prints. They led past a rabbit run, round the trees and behind the badgers’ sett.

“It is her!” Jess cried.

There, beneath a fir tree, was Goldie. Sparkling snowflakes glistened like diamonds on her golden fur. She ran to the girls and curled around their legs, purring happily.

Jess and Lily kneeled to stroke Goldie. She gazed at them with eyes as green as holly leaves, then ran towards Brightley Stream, at the bottom of the garden.
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“She wants us to follow!” Lily said in delight. “She’s taking us on another adventure!”

“Hooray!” cried Jess. “Back to Friendship Forest!”

They raced after Goldie, treading carefully on the icy stepping stones that crossed the stream.

The golden cat headed for a lifeless old tree in the middle of Brightley Meadow.

“The Friendship Tree!” Jess cried out in excitement.

Its bare branches were laden with snow. But, as Goldie ran up to the tree, it seemed to shiver, and suddenly all the snow fell to the ground. Glossy, evergreen leaves sprang from every twig, while bunches of berries and brown fir cones appeared on each branch. Robins and speckled thrushes twittered happily as they flew down to feast on the frosted red berries.
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The girls grinned with excitement as they read aloud two words carved into the bark. “Friendship Forest!”

Instantly, a door with a leaf-shaped handle appeared in the tree’s trunk.

Jess grasped Lily’s hand as she opened the door. Golden light spilled out, adding a sparkle to the snow.

The girls followed Goldie into the shimmering glow. They felt a tingle run right through their bodies, and knew that meant they were growing a little smaller.

As the golden light faded, Jess and Lily stared. They were in Friendship Forest, but instead of it being warm like it normally was, the trees and flowers were dusted with a beautiful sprinkling of snow. Everything glittered and twinkled in the wintry sunlight.

“It’s magical!” Lily gasped.

“I’m glad you think so,” said a familiar voice from behind them.

Lily and Jess turned and there stood Goldie, as tall as the girls’ shoulders, wearing her sparkling golden scarf.

The three friends hugged each other.

“I’m so happy I can talk to you now you’re in Friendship Forest,” said Goldie.

“So are we!” said Lily. “It’s lovely to be back. But why is there snow? It’s always warm in Friendship Forest.”

Goldie smiled. “Welcome to the Frost Festival,” she said. “It’s a wintry celebration that lasts for three days – and it’s one of the few times of year that it snows in the forest.”

“What happens during the Frost Festival?” Jess asked.

“Lots of wonderful things,” said Goldie. Her green eyes sparkled. “Come and see!”

Jess and Lily followed Goldie through the wintery forest to Toadstool Glade. The roofs of all the pretty cottages were topped with snow that glittered in the sunlight. And in the clearing, lots of animals were playing in the snow!


 


[image: images]











 


[image: images]



 



CHAPTER TWO

Tree Treats

“It’s Jess and Lily!” the animals cried as they came rushing over to meet them.

“Hello!” Lily said, bending down to kiss Ellie Featherbill the duckling and Poppy Muddlepup the puppy.

Just then, a shower of tiny snowballs came from the upper branches of a tree. A cute little squirrel peered down at them, giggling happily.
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“It’s Sophie Flufftail,” laughed Goldie. “Hey! Watch out, girls!”



They leapt aside as ten tiny sledges whizzed past, carrying their friend Molly Twinkletail the mouse and her nine brothers and sisters.

“Wheeeeeee!” the mice cried.




The three friends carried on to Toadstool Café, where the Longwhiskers rabbit family were serving hot honey drinks from their café window.
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“Hello,” called a voice from the clearing. The girls looked over to see a little kitten building a snow cat.

“Amelia Sparklepaw!” said Lily. “Your white fur’s hard to spot in the snow!”

“Hi, girls! We made snow foxes!” called Ruby and Rusty Fuzzybrush. The two fox cubs were finishing the snow foxes with acorns for eyes and pine branch tails.

“They’re lovely!” Jess said. Then something caught her eye. She nudged Lily. “Look at the trees!” she said.

Tiny parcels, wrapped in sparkly leaves, dangled from the branches.

“Wow!” said Lily.

“They’re tree treats,” Goldie said with a smile. “Try some.”
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