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INTRODUCTION


INTRODUCTION

‘By seeing London, I have seen as much of life as the world can show.’

      SAMUEL JOHNSON

      Dr Samuel Johnson, who wrote the above, and whose quote is often paraphrased, is a man who knows what he is talking about;
         he did after all write the Dictionary of the English Language (1785). I have had the pleasure of both being born in London and studying at its oldest university, University College London.
         It has therefore been my privilege to continue my late father’s legacy in helping compile this compendium on perhaps the most
         famous city in the world.
     

      ‘London is a modern Babylon.’

      BENJAMIN DISRAELI

      London is a city that has stood the test of time. Happily, it was also chosen, (after fierce competition from other international
         centres of civilization, science and culture), to be the very marker of time: the Prime Meridian.
     

      Although archaeologists are digging up ever older evidence of the first settlers on the River Thames, the Romans are often
         credited with establishing the first major permanent settlement, Londinium, around the year AD 43. The surrounding tribes,
         united by Boudica, subsequently burnt it to the ground. At that time, Latin was the official language and London was not the
         capital of the collection of tribes and cultures that made up the population of our islands.
     

      The Romans reorganized themselves and over the next couple of centuries built a wall to surround their precious settlement.
         Remains of the wall can today be seen at the Museum of London, and its influence is evident in the names of roads and areas,
         for example Aldgate and the road imaginatively named London Wall. This area is today known as the City of London (and colloquially
         as ‘the City’ or ‘the Square Mile’), run by the City of London Corporation.
     

      In the Dark Ages that followed the collapse of the Roman Empire, London’s inhabitants spent less of their time writing and
         building in stone, and more of it fighting and keeping the Saxon pirates and invaders at bay. By the time of the Norman Conquest of England in 1066 London had
         became the capital of England. After William the Conqueror had defeated Harold, just outside present day Hastings, it was
         towards London that he and his army then marched, where William was crowned William I at Westminster Abbey.
     

      At that time, Westminster was entirely separate from The City of London itself, which was overcrowded, noisy and without adequate
         sanitation. But it was still sufficiently important for William to build the Tower of London to keep an eye on it. Though
         many tried, London and England were never again invaded.
     

      There followed a long period of relative peace and prosperity, when flourishing trade at the port of London allowed the transportation
         of goods from around the world. Of course this newfound international outlook was indirectly responsible for the rats on which
         the fleas lived that spread the Black Death for which London remains notorious. As trade developed and the city grew, London’s
         streets became congested and overcrowded. Three hundred years later, in 1666, the Great Fire of London laid waste to 87 parishes
         and an estimated 13,000 houses. Although it was a humanitarian disaster, it proved to be the catalyst for a great architectural
         rebirth, with the restructured City taking the shape we know today. The new City had wider streets, better hygiene and, needless
         to say, better fire safety. Christopher Wren was at the forefront of rejuvenating the City’s churches including the building
         of a magnificent new St Paul’s Cathedral. New London flourished and in 1703 The Duke of Buckingham built Buckingham House,
         later purchased by George III for his Royal Palace. Buckingham Palace was built soon after, though it was not the monarch’s
         official residence for another hundred years.
     

      As skilled workers and intellectuals flowed into and stayed in London during the eighteenth century, its rulers decided to
         explore and conquer overseas. As the capital of the world’s largest empire, London became the world’s biggest city for a time.
         Many systems, ideals and inventions were hatched, incubated and spread throughout the English-speaking world. The sandwich,
         cash machine and jigsaw puzzle, for example, can all trace their roots to London.
     

      ‘The man who can dominate a London dinner-table can dominate the world.’

      OSCAR WILDE

After the Industrial Revolution, wealthy Victorian Londoners found they had more leisure time, and disposable income, than
         ever before. With their new wealth, some of these Victorian Londoners practiced philanthropy on an industrial scale, arguably
         laying the roots for many of today’s social systems. As the working day became more regulated, Big Ben was forged with its
         clock that the people of the world could set their watches to.
     

      And so to living memory, and the dark days of World War II, where Londoners faced a new threat from above: the Luftwaffe.
         The Blitz was intended to intimidate, but London and its people stood united and strong. The vulnerable were evacuated, those
         who stayed took shelter when the sirens rang, often in the Underground stations expertly built just a few decades earlier.
         The baby boomer generation soon followed, taking root in the suburbs, and Greater London was formed, as inner London shrank
         and outer London grew. American banks engulfed many of the older English merchant banks, and international money pours into
         the city, still, though as I write not to the extent of recent years. Today, London remains as cosmopolitan a city as ever,
         and bears the honour of the first city to entertain the world three times by hosting the modern Olympic Games.
     

      In the writing of this book I jumped at the chance to visit the plethora of museums dotted around London, and I encourage
         you to do the same and to wonder around its streets. I have strived to ensure that all the information contained within this
         book is accurate but it is intended for enjoyment – to make you raise an eyebrow, feel more at home in your city, more confident
         in quizzes, or perhaps simply pause for thought. If nothing else they should emphasize what a unique and amazing city London
         is.
     

      ALEXANDER ASH

      London, 2011

  



      BOROUGHS &
NEIGHBOURHOODS

      
      
  



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE HIGHEST FERTILITY RATE

      
      
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Fertility rate*

            
            	Children per female

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Newham

            
            	103.0

            
            	2.87

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Barking and Dagenham

            
            	90.5

            
            	2.66

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Brent

            
            	89.7

            
            	2.57

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Waltham Forest

            
            	87.3

            
            	2.54

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Greenwich

            
            	82.7

            
            	2.35

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Hounslow

            
            	77.9

            
            	2.14

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Ealing

            
            	77.1

            
            	2.12

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Enfield

            
            	76.1

            
            	2.27

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Hackney

            
            	76.0

            
            	2.13

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Haringey

            
            	74.2

            
            	2.08

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London average

            
            	69.5

            
            	1.95

            
        

         
     

      
      * Live births in 2010 per 1,000 women aged 15–44

      
      Source – Office for National Statistics
The most common age for childbirth across London is 31, although in Hackney and Newham it is significantly lower at 24 and
         26 respectively. Newham has one of the highest fertility rates in the UK, yet even this is low compared to Victorian London,
         when the rate was roughly 180.
     





      
      
      TOP 10: YOUNGEST BOROUGHS

      
      
      
         
         
                  




                           

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Percentage of residents under 20

            
            	Under 4

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Newham

            
            	30.6

            
            	8.8

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Barking and Dagenham

            
            	28.9

            
            	7.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Hackney

            
            	27.6

            
            	8.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Redbridge

            
            	26.4

            
            	6.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	26.1

            
            	7.8

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Enfield

            
            	26.0

            
            	7.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Waltham Forest

            
            	25.9

            
            	7.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Croydon

            
            	25.7

            
            	6.3

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Bexley

            
            	25.6

            
            	5.9

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Hillingdon

            
            	25.5

            
            	6.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	24.2

            
            	6.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	UK

            
            	24.5

            
            	5.6

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – Office for National Statistics
London’s population is forecast to reach nearly 9 million by 2030. Projections suggest that while the proportion of residents
         under both 20 and 4 years old will remain constant, London will be home to fewer 20–40 year olds and relatively more over
         of the over 60s.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: MOST DENSELY POPULATED BOROUGHS

      
      
      
         
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Population per hectare (2.5 acres)

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	City of London

            
            	34

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	95

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Hammersmith and Fulham

            
            	97

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Southwark

            
            	98

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	105

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Camden

            
            	106

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Westminster

            
            	112

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Hackney

            
            	113

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Islington

            
            	129

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Kensington and Chelsea

            
            	137

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	49

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – Office for National Statistics
Kensington and Chelsea, the most densely populated borough when all space is considered, has more residents per hectare than
         Jakarta, New York and Tokyo. London as a whole is on a par with Madrid and Bangkok, and the population is slightly more spread
         out than Hong Kong, Mexico City and Rio de Janeiro.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: LEAST DENSELY POPULATED BOROUGHS

      
      
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Population per hectare (2.5 acres)

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Bromley

            
            	1

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Havering

            
            	21

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Hillingdon

            
            	23

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Bexley

            
            	32

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Richmond upon Thames

            
            	32

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Croydon

            
            	40

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Barnet

            
            	40

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Sutton

            
            	44

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Harrow

            
            	45

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Kingston upon Thames

            
            	45

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	49

            
        

         
         
     

      
      Source – Office for National Statistics
Bromley, the largest London borough, is less densely populated than the towns Cambridge and Exeter, while only slightly more
         so than Bolton.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: LONGEST LIVING NEIGHBOURHOODS

      
      
      
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Neighbourhood

            
            	Average age at death

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Golders Green

            
            	78.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Chislehurst

            
            	77.8

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Cockfosters

            
            	77.8

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Coulsdon

            
            	77.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Sutton

            
            	77.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Beckenham East

            
            	77.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Fortis Green

            
            	77.1

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Woodford Green

            
            	77.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Wimbledon North

            
            	77.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Barnet West

            
            	76.9

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Sidcup

            
            	76.9

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London Average

            
            	73.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	England Average

            
            	74.6

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – University of Sheffield
Improvements in healthcare have meant that for the past 150 years, life expectancy has risen by three months every year; the
         life expectancy in Kensington & Chelsea is now 83.3 years. Other studies show that the majority of babies born in Britain
         today will live past the age of 100.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: SHORTEST LIVING NEIGHBOURHOODS

      
      
      
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Neighbourhood

            
            	Averge age at death

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Harlesden

            
            	68.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Vauxhall North

            
            	69.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Vauxhall South

            
            	69.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Hackney North

            
            	69.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Poplar

            
            	69.9

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Deptford North

            
            	70.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Peckham

            
            	70.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Kensal Town

            
            	70.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Shepherds Bush

            
            	70.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Stepney

            
            	70.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London Average

            
            	73.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	England Average

            
            	74.6

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – University of Sheffield
Although London has a higher life expectancy than New York, it lags behind other world cities such as Paris, Sydney and Tokyo,
         particularly for female life expectancy.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE BEST EXAM RESULTS

      
      
      
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Average pupil A-level points

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Sutton

            
            	340

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Havering

            
            	303

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Barnet

            
            	296

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Ealing

            
            	284

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Kingston upon Thames

            
            	280

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Bromley

            
            	279

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Bexley

            
            	276

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Redbridge

            
            	276

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Hillingdon

            
            	272

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Harrow

            
            	267

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London average

            
            	260

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – Department for Education and Skills
Under the ‘UCAS tariff’, which is the measure used for entry to universities, an A* is worth 140 points, an A worth 120, a
         B 100, and so on in intervals of 20. The most popular A-level subjects in the country are English, Mathematics, Biology, Psychology
         and History.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE WORST EXAM RESULTS

      
      
      
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	A–C pass rate (%)

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Islington

            
            	68

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Westminster

            
            	68

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Waltham Forest

            
            	67

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Newham

            
            	67

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Croydon

            
            	66

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Greenwich

            
            	62

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Barking and Dagenham

            
            	62

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Southwark

            
            	62

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	62

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	62

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London average

            
            	74

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – Department for Education and Skills
GCE A-level examination results of 16–18 year olds by number of A–C grade passes.

  



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE MOST MARRIAGES

      
	      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         




                  
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Number of marriages

            
            	First marriages for both partners

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Westminster

            
            	2,032

            
            	1,491

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Kensington and Chelsea

            
            	1,529

            
            	1,033

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Richmond upon Thames

            
            	1,184

            
            	808

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Croydon

            
            	1,080

            
            	790

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Wandsworth

            
            	1,065

            
            	815

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Brent

            
            	1,021

            
            	806

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Bromley

            
            	1,008

            
            	638

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Barnet

            
            	994

            
            	730

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Havering

            
            	975

            
            	549

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Bexley

            
            	964

            
            	586

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	27,333

            
            	19,617

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – Office for National Statistics, 2009
The number of weddings in London has dropped by around a third in the past 25 years and is at nearly the lowest rate since
         records began in 1837. Saturday is by far the most popular day to get married, with 43% of weddings on that day. Sunday, the
         least popular, hosts just 4%.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE MOST STREET TREES

      
      
      
         
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	 

            
            	Estimated total street trees in 2011

            
            	Trees planted in boroughs, 2009–10

            
            	Estimated street trees in 2007

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Bromley

            
            	36,000

            
            	962

            
            	38,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Croydon

            
            	33,000

            
            	400

            
            	33,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Barnet

            
            	29,119

            
            	508

            
            	36,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Enfield

            
            	25,000

            
            	1,410

            
            	20,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Ealing

            
            	24,511

            
            	431

            
            	26,500

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Havering

            
            	23,000

            
            	412

            
            	23,500

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Redbridge

            
            	21,195

            
            	795

            
            	20,872

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Brent

            
            	20,000

            
            	100

            
            	18,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Waltham Forest

            
            	20,000

            
            	158

            
            	22,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Sutton

            
            	19,848

            
            	530

            
            	22,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	London

	 
            
            	497,686

            
            	14,926  508,825

	 
            
            
        

         
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE MOST OVERWEIGHT SCHOOLCHILDREN

      
      
      
         
         
         
   
               




         
   
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Percentage of 10–11 year-olds overweight*

            
            	Of which obese+

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Westminster

            
            	43.6

            
            	28.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Kensington and Chelsea

            
            	41.9

            
            	24.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	41.6

            
            	24.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	41.4

            
            	25.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Lewisham

            
            	40.6

            
            	24.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Hackney

            
            	40.4

            
            	25.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Southwark

            
            	40.3

            
            	26.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Newham

            
            	40.3

            
            	25.9

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Hounslow

            
            	40.2

            
            	24.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Hammersmith and Fulham

            
            	40.2

            
            	24.0

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London average

            
            	36.8

            
            	21.8

            
        

         
     

      
      * Above the 85th centile of the BMI scale
+ Above the 95th centile of the BMI scale

      
      Source – NHS
The obesity rate has nearly tripled in the last 25 years, with the cost of treatment forecast to double by 2050. One in ten
         school children across all years in London are obese, which is the worst rate in the country. Despite government action to
         provide healthy school meals, takeaway meals, which are often sold near the school gates, can contain three times the recommended
         allowance of saturated fat.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE MOST CHILD TOOTH DECAY

      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
                  



                  

         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Average number of decayed teeth*

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Westminster

            
            	2.58

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Hillingdon

            
            	2.36

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Newham

            
            	2.36

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Kensington and Chelsea

            
            	2.20

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	2.16

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Ealing

            
            	2.15

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Hammersmith and Fulham

            
            	2.15

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Hounslow

            
            	2.05

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Harrow

            
            	1.96

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Brent

            
            	1.71

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	1.66

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	England

            
            	1.47

            
        

         
     

      
      * In five-year-olds. Includes teeth missing, decayed or filled.

      
      Source – British Association for the Study of Community Dentistry (data for Greenwich and Bexley missing), 2010
London has more dentists than the national average, but London’s children are the least likely in the country to use them.
         The profession of dentistry was first recorded in 1860, prior to which barbers and blacksmiths would extract teeth.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE MOST ALCOHOL-RELATED HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS

      
      
      
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Admission rate*

            
            	Admissions

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Ealing

            
            	2,144.1

            
            	6,384

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Islington

            
            	1,995.5

            
            	3,073

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Newham

            
            	1,989.2

            
            	3,956

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Hammersmith and Fulham

            
            	1,978.5

            
            	2,916

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Hounslow

            
            	1,933.8

            
            	4,163

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Barking and Dagenham

            
            	1,844.5

            
            	3,016

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Hillingdon

            
            	1,804.1

            
            	4,842

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Lewisham

            
            	1,719.0

            
            	3,999

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Waltham Forest

            
            	1,675.6

            
            	3,447

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Brent

            
            	1,663.0

            
            	4,203

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	1,489.9

            
            	111,040

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	England

            
            	1,582.4

            
            	945,469

            
        

         
     

      
      * Per 100,000 people

      
      Source – North West Public Health Observatory, 2009
Around two thirds of those admitted to hospital for drinking are men, with the worst rates amongst females occurring in Croydon,
         Bromley and Camden. Among under 18s, residents of Ealing, Croydon and Sutton are the most frequent patients.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: BINGE DRINKING BOROUGHS

      
      
      
         
         
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	 

            
            	Binge drinkers

            
        

         
         
         
         
         
             	 

           
            	Borough

            
            	Percentage

            
            	Total

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	16.8

            
            	36,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Hammersmith and Fulham

            
            	16.4

            
            	24,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Westminster

            
            	15.7

            
            	32,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Camden

            
            	15.3

            
            	28,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Islington

            
            	15.3

            
            	23,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Southwark

            
            	14.8

            
            	30,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	14.8

            
            	24,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Kensington and Chelsea

            
            	14.7

            
            	23,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Haringey

            
            	13.9

            
            	26,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Wandsworth

            
            	13.9

            
            	33,000

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	12.7

            
            	762,000

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – NHS, 2005
Binge drinking is defined by the NHS as eight units (four pints of beer) for men and six units (two large glasses of wine)
         for women. Every London borough is below the average rate for binge drinking in England, however, which currently stands at
         18% of the population.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS SPENDING THE MOST ON SEXUAL HEALTH

      
      
      
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Spend per head* (£)

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Camden

            
            	57.67

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Kensington and Chelsea

            
            	42.40

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	40.47

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Hackney

            
            	34.13

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Westminster

            
            	32.50

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	32.31

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Southwark

            
            	28.87

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Hammersmith and Fulham

            
            	26.46

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Wandsworth

            
            	26.35

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Lewisham

            
            	20.17

            
        

         
     

      
      * Including contraceptives prescribed by GPs

      
      Source – NHS, 2009
London has the highest rate for chlamydia screening in England, but it is still the most common STI. Londoners have the highest
         rates nationally for syphilis and herpes.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: BOROUGHS WITH THE HIGHEST RATE OF TEEN PREGNANCY

      
      
      
         
         
         
         
                  



                           
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Pregnancy rate*

            
            	Conceptions

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Southwark

            
            	69.3

            
            	781

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	68.3

            
            	760

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Lewisham

            
            	65.2

            
            	842

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Greenwich

            
            	63.6

            
            	708

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Haringey

            
            	58.3

            
            	604

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Barking and Dagenham

            
            	56.0

            
            	592

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Hackney

            
            	55.7

            
            	582

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Wandsworth

            
            	52.8

            
            	430

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Waltham Forest

            
            	52.7

            
            	611

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Croydon

            
            	52.0

            
            	1,026

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London

            
            	43.7

            
            	16,181

            
        

         
     

      
      * Per 1,000 women aged 15–17

      
      Source – Office for National Statistics, 2009
Southwark has the highest rate in the entire country, with one in 13 teenage girls getting pregnant. These figures make the
         UK second only to the USA for its rate of teenage pregnancies in the developed world.
     

     



      
      
      TOP 10: WORST BOROUGHS FOR CRIME

      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Total offenses, 2010

            
            	Percentage change on previous year

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Westminster

            
            	63,367

            
            	−0.8

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Southwark

            
            	36,934

            
            	+0.4

            
        

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Ealing

            
            	35,577

            
            	+7.1

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	35,405

            
            	+0.9

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Newham

            
            	35,294

            
            	+5.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Camden

            
            	33,755

            
            	−0.6

            
        

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Croydon

            
            	32,553

            
            	−1.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Brent

            
            	29,285

            
            	+ 1.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Lewisham

            
            	29,009

            
            	−2.7

            
        

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	28,101

            
            	+3.5

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London*
           

            
            	824,601

            
            	−1.0

            
        

         
     

      
      * Excluding City of London

      
      Source – Metropolitan Police, 2010
These figures only show reported crimes. Surveys have indicated that 40% of those witnessing a crime do not report it to the
         police. Despite having over one million CCTV cameras in operation in the capital to help tackle criminal activity, only around
         one crime is solved by every 1,000 cameras. Nevertheless, captured footage has helped in an estimated 70% of murder investigations.
     

  



      
      
      TOP 10: WORST BOROUGHS FOR MURDER

      
      
      
         
         
                  



                           

         

         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Borough

            
            	Murders

            
        

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Newham

            
            	14

            
        

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Lambeth

            
            	8

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Lewisham

            
            	8

            
        

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Barnet

            
            	7

            
        

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Brent

            
            	6

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Croydon

            
            	6

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Ealing

            
            	6

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Islington

            
            	6

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Southwark

            
            	6

            
        

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Tower Hamlets

            
            	6

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	London total

            
            	120

            
        

         
     

      
      Source – Metropolitan Police, 2010
2010 saw the fewest murders in the capital since 1978, reflecting an overall downward trend over the last decade. A knife
         was the most common weapon, accounting for 49 cases, followed by gun murders, of which there were 29.
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