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MRS ELSIE DRAKE is 104 years old and the sixth oldest woman in Britain. Elsie lives in London, where she enjoys learning how to use the computer, and writing very important letters to very important people about very important matters. She also loves looking after her pet hedgehog, Potsy, and making meat pies.


Elsie Drake might also be ROBERT POPPER, who, when he’s not sending letters as a centenarian hedgehog-lover, is an award-winning TV writer, producer and bestselling author. Robert created Friday Night Dinner, co-created Look Around You, produced Peep Show, and has worked on such other shows as Stath Lets Flats, The Inbetweeners, and South Park. Under his pseudonym, Robin Cooper, he wrote the smash-hit The Timewaster Letters book series.
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The governor of


Pentonville Prison, ,
Caldeonian roads :
London


london N78 TT


August the 2018


Dear governor of the Prison.


My name is Elsie Drake and I am 104 years of age and the sixth oldest woman in the country which is called Britin. At my time in life of 104 I have decided to try some new things


artichoke


Cause it can get quite repetitative sitting at home with Mrs hale, she is always picking her hair, pick pick pick she is, picking away all the time. I once saw her pick at her ear hairs,, she pulled them out in clumps.


Sir or lady, the reason i am writing is that I have never spent a night in prison before and I would very much like to, i think it would be very enjoyible. Can I stay in your prison please? I will be a model prisoner. i do not mind eating gruel or “slopping out “. But who will I share my cell with? Will they be nice ? I hop they are nice. I do not want to share my cell with someone who isnt nice.


I have never commited a crime in my life, although I did once take a bun from Mr Lannigans bakery in 1930 but i returned it after taking just one bite cause of my consience. I shall never forget that bun , I wonder where it is now? I suppose it has wrotted away.


Please can you let me know when I can stay in your prison so i can get myself all ready.


remember ; Elsie wants to stay in your prison.


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)















[image: A logo for HM Prison & Probation Service, with the lion and unicorn Royal coat of arms.]





Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


31st August 2018


Dear Elsie


Thank you for your letter requesting a visit to HMP Pentonville, but before I make reference to that, can I congratulate you on reaching 104, what a fantastic age and from your letter it has clearly been a long and eventful life.


I would love to be able to welcome you here and arrange a visit. Although I am unable to offer an overnight stay in a cell, I can give you a tour of the prison over a lunchtime period, if that that suits you. I would love to be able to make it a memorable day for you, perhaps have some lunch in our staff mess – although I’m not sure we have the recipe for gruel! And you could have a look at one of our cells.


Perhaps if you or a member of your family are able to contact me, I can arrange a convenient date for a visit and if it would assist I can arrange transport to get you to and from the prison.


I look forward to hearing back from you.


Yours sincerely


Stephen Dixey
Acting Deputy Governor
HMP Pentonville
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Mr Stephen dixey
The Acting deputy governor


H.m.p Pentonville prison,
Caledonia n Road
London N7 8 TT


it is 8th September in 2018


Dear Dixey of the prison,


I want to thank you for your lovely letter. Do you recall me ? i wrote to you cause I wanted to spend a night in one of your cells in the prison cause it is a dream of mine before I “go “ to see what it is like living amongst brutes and vermin.


you said that it is nice that i have reached 104 but , sir, it is not nice. there are so many things I cannot do anymore.;


running
tether horse


I was very excited that you want to take me for lunch at you beatiful prison “Pentonville” cause I dont get much kindness anymore, Mrs hale can be a beast;; she steals my bread.


Sir, I was very sad when you said that i cannot stay the night in the prison. Why not? I am 104 with sertification from the queen, surely that would mean i can if I want. It is the law . Anyway i have come up with a “plan “ that I hope you will agree to .


I will come to your prison with my friend Bessie Bates next month . Bessie will get out her steps-ladder, which she has had since 1950 when she worked in Selbys ironmungers and needed the ladder to get iron off shelfs, I will then mount her ladder and with your permission, I will bash in the bulbs of the nearest traffic lights with a stick. You can then arrest me and i get to spend a night in the cell and fourfil my dream . Do you agree ?


But i do not want to share the cell with Bessie bates cause she screams in her sleep.


Thank you again for your kindess and i will see you on 12 of October outside the prison as that is the date Bessie comes out of hospital cause of her burnt kidney . i enclose five pounds in monies so that you do it. You are very kind .


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)
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Mr Sadiq Khan
the Mayor of London Town
the Grater london autho ority


City hall
the Queens Walk


London post code se1 2AA


August 9th year 20.18


Dear Mr Khan,


My names is Elsie drake and i am 104 years of age and the sixth oldest woman in Great Britin. I am using a computor to write this letter of friendship to you.


Mrs Hale who i live with told me that you were going to be knocking down Big ben the big clock in London town to make way for a new airport for foreign planes to land on. i said that you would never do such a thing becouse you are a sensitive soul and a lover of timepieces. Mrs hale told me to “pipe down” and then hid my bowl.


Mr Khan, sir, are you knocking down Big Ben ? Please dont. I love Big ben as it holds such memmories for me.


one time harry Lambert took me to London town, and when the clock struck 9, he tried to kiss me and slipped on the kerbstones and broke my femur. Another time i saw a man try to jump off Big ben but thank god the police got him; he had been drinking motor oil they said.


Please let me know what is happening, I think you are narvellous.


Yours truly,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)


pS I have drawn you a picture of you and Big ben in the year of our Lorde 2018. Please can i have it back when you are dun with it.
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Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Date: 29 August 2018


Dear Elsie


Thank you very much for your letter of friendship to the Mayor of London and for your drawing of Big Ben.


I have passed you letter on to the Mayor and he has asked me to thank you for taking the time to write.


Although City Hall does not own The Palace of Westminster, I can confirm that there are no current plans to knock down Big Ben as it is a historical and protected landmark of London and the UK.


Big Ben is home to many stories and memories to people all over the world, just as it is to you.


I do hope this letter reassures you that Big Ben will remain a feature of London for many years to come.


I enclose your drawing of Big Ben, as requested.


Thank you again for taking the time to write.


Yours sincerely


Francesca Ingram
Public Liaison Officer
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Francesca ingram Mrs? miss?
Public Lisbon officer


Works for the Mayor of London Town


    The Greater london Authority
City hall, Queens Walk
London SE12AA


September 3, 3rd september ,,2018


Dear miss or Mrs Ingram,


Thank you so much for your sweet leter. and kind words. I do not have much kindness in my life. Yesterday Mrs Hale told me my head was too big for my body, she said it is like a water melon. i said “no, your head is like a watermelon” “no, yours is” she said “Yours is” i said. “no, yours is” ‘Yours is” ‘Yours is” “no it isnt” “it is” she said. When Mrs hale went out to clean the gutter, i poured ink in her bed.


Madam, you said that there is no currant plans to knock my beloved Big Ben down, so does that mean there is a plan to do so some other time?


I am very scared, Will the clock fall on my head if they cut it down? it is so large might it reach me? I need some re-asurance cause I am 104 and i am frightened that the clock “Big ben “ will be destroyed and the rubble thrown into the thames.


Why would you do such a thing to Ben? it is a lovly clock that keeps time to perefection.


what has the clock done wrong?


Please can you let me know if it is being reduced to muck in a few weeks time? I am petrified of the situation. Will it cause a war? i enclose five pounds for your help.


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)
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Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Date: 7 September 2018


Dear Elsie


Thank you very much for your response.


I can confirm that as Big Ben is a historical and protected landmark of London and the UK it will never be knocked down.


Big Ben is home to many stories and memories to people all over the world, just as it is to you.


I do hope this letter reassures you that Big Ben will remain a feature of London.


I am returning your £5, by recorded delivery.


Thank you again for taking the time to write.


Yours sincerely


Francesca Ingram
Public Liaison Officer
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Mr Michael Roney;; chairman of
Next Shops Ltd limitted
Desford road;


Enderby in Leicester
PostCode: LE19 4at


12th August is the date 2018;;;


Dear Mr Roney ,


My name is Elsie Drake and I am 104 years old and the sixth oldest woman in brittan. This is all written on a “computor”. It is my first ever “computor “ machine and I am enjoying it at my time of life. What is wrong with that? I am allowd to be hapy. We all are. j;;iijhhh


Why i am writing is i would like to work for you in Next shop clothes shop. I am looking for a new saturday job as i am getting fed up sitting here at weekends while Mrs Hale has her piano lesson. She plays very badly. Her problum is too many wrong notes. They are all wrong. I tried to tell her but she said she would hide my soap-bar again and i need my soap-bar for my dignity sir, so i just said nothing and coverd my ears while she played, but wen she went to make herself a ham sanwich i put her soap-bar in the gutter.


Experience::: i have had shop service experience. Seventy years ago i worked in a fishmongers. I cut up all the fish and could dismantal a crab to a proficient level, well, mr Huntley was happy with my work he bought me a bun.


Slight abcess on hip.


Mr Roney,, if i work for you, i will do my best, but i wont take any nonsense from the customers. Once two men tried to “ruffle’ my hair. They were brutes but i turned the other cheek and they were soon on their way. Do you advise your employees in “Next” to turn cheeks?


I enclose £5. Please give me a Saturday job Mr roney, I would like to make myself usful to society and you are my only hope. i am 104.


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)
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August 15, 2018


Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Dear Mrs Drake,


Thank you very much for sending your letter to our Chairman Michael Roney. The Chairman has passed your letter on to me as I am responsible for recruitment in Next shops.


I must say you have more experience than any other person that has ever enquired about working for Next. The nearest shop to your address is about 3 miles away, I’m not sure how you would plan to travel to work, it will be quite a journey in the London traffic.


Although it was a very nice thought, we cannot accept the £5 you sent Mr Roney, no one needs to pay anything to get a job at Next. I need to get this money back to you, please let me know the best way to do this, I do not want it to get lost in the post.


I’m sorry that you are not enjoying Mrs Hale’s piano playing, I do hope she is improving with the lessons, I must say putting her soap in the gutter was a bit cheeky!


Please let me know how to return your money, I look forward to hearing from you.


Sincerely,


Lionel Mason
Head of HR
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Lionel Mason Mr, head of hR


Nextshops ltd. Desford Rd road
Enderby
leiceser


LE 19 4AT;


August 19,2018, london


Dear Mr. mason , .


Do you remem-ber me, I think you do cause you wrote me a very kind letter on your “computor” . I also have a “computor” which i am using now. It is quite hard to press the buttons jj;’


Thank you for being so kind sir. it is nice being kind, even animals can be kind. Many years ago we had a dog called “ Shep” it knew nothing but kindness,, we used to give it nice litle pats on the bottom. Shep once found a finger in the woods but they never found the hand.


No i do not enjoy Mrs Hales Piano playing. It is all the rong notes, that is why I put her soapbar in the gutter. I am very upset that you said i am cheeky. Mrs hale is the cheeky one;, yesterday she broke my comb.


nits


Will you give me a job at Nextshops? i am 104 and have so much to offer soicety. I know how to serve the public; once a man came in and asked for bread, we do not have any I told him. Why should I say other-wise?


Mr Mason ,I did not get my monies back from Next shops. I sent five pounds for their help but where is my money sir? I enclose another five pounds .


thank you again for being kind .


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)
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September 10th, 2018


Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Dear Mrs Drake,


It’s lovely to hear from you again.


I have enclosed all the money you have sent, there is no need to pay anything to Next if you want to work for us.


You can find jobs with Next using your computer, most people apply by visiting us on the internet at www.next.co.uk/careers. If this is not suitable for you I can arrange for someone to meet you and discuss what working at Next is like. Please let me know if you would like to do this.


I’m sorry if I upset you by saying you were cheeky, Mrs Hale is clearly the cheeky one.


I look forward to hearing from you.


Sincerely,


Lionel Mason
Head of HR
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Mr Lionel mason,
Lionel


The Head of H .R.
Next Shops LTd.
Desford road
Enderby,, Leicester
LE19 4AT


Septmber 17, 2018


Dear Mr. Mason,


I want to thank you for your lovly letter that you wrote to me from “Next Shops” where you work as the Head of “H.R “ but i dont know what that is. Do you do the womens clothes?


I didnt understand when you said i can find my job on the internet cause Nicholas my great grand-son hasnt taught me the internet bit of the computor yet. We have mainly done letters and numbers and how to wash the computor with a rag if it is covered in filth .


I would prefer to meet you to discuss my job at “Next Shop” . I am still more or- less mobile and can get about using the bus or a “Whitsun cart “. Do you provide Whistun carts at Next Shops?


Where do you want to meet me please? Not in the street, it would have to be inside where it is warm.


Thank you again for the lovly letter. I enclose five pounds monies.


Yours trully,




[image: A shaky, handwritten signature with the name 'Elsie Drake'.]





Elsie Drake (age 104)
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October 4th, 2018


Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Dear Mrs Drake,


Thank you so much for writing to me again, it’s lovely to hear from you.


As you have not been taught the internet yet, I would like to meet you to talk about jobs in Next shops. I think it is best if you could let me have a telephone number so that we can agree the best time and place for a meeting. Please let me know a telephone number I can contact you on.


I have enclosed your £5. I look forward to hearing from you.


Sincerely,


Lionel Mason
Head of HR
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Mr. Lionel Mason


t he Head of H.R


Next Shops limitted
Desford Roads
Enderby,


lecester,; LEi9 4AT


17th novvember,, 20i8


Dear Mr Mason,.


Thank you for your last letter you sent me You are a very kind gentleman. I hope you are hapy,, are you hapy?


I am very sorry for the delay in writing back to you. Unfortunatly Mrs Hale suffered a fall a few weeks ago and they shoved her in hospital. I visited her Tuesday last and she was in lots of horribel pain. The nurse brought her some hot soup; pea, and when the nurse left the room i drank it all up, it was delicous.


Then when the nurse came back Mrs Hale complained that she was hungry but the nurse said “you have eaten all your soop Mrs Hale“ “no i have not” she replied” “You have, look at your bowl” said the nurse. “No it was not me, i dont know who drank it” said mrs Hale. “Well you cant have any more” said the nurse . “Please“ said Mrs hale.


But they did not bring her the soup.


Thank you for inviting me to your ofice. I will travel to you by coach and bus and whatnot and visit you on Friday 14t December at 3;00 in the afternoon, and I look forward to discusing my career at “Next shop”s with you. My friend Bessie Bates will acompany me. Bessie is quite a large lady and she will need a large towel . not towel i mean chair.


I will see you then, kind sir. But will you be there ? i do not want a wasted journey cause i am 104 .


yours trully,
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Elsie drake (aged 104)


Ps, I enclose a drawing i did of me wearing the “Next shops” uniform . i am helping a man buy a hat for an important meeting with a governess,.
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December 10th 2018


Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Dear Mrs Drake,


Thank you so much for your recent letter and thank you for the drawing of you serving a customer.


I’m sorry to hear Mrs Hale has had a fall, I hope she is getting better. I am very happy to meet you, but do not want you to go to the trouble of travelling to my office, it’s quite a long journey on public transport.


Please let me know when a good time would be to visit you in London and we can arrange a location nearer to your house. I am quite busy over Christmas, January would be fine.


I look forward to hearing from you.


Sincerely,


Lionel Mason
Head of HR
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Mr Lionel Mason
the Head of H.R
Next shops LtD. D esford Road
Enderby Leiceser


LE19 4At


December 20,,, 2018,


Dear Mr Mason,


Thank you for your lovly letter yet again. I must thank you for the kindness you bave bestowed upon me. I am 104.


Also I want to thank you for offering to come to my house to give me my new job at “Next shops Limited’, however I am very sory because I have since decided against a career in clothing shops , and I am now looking for a job as a ship-hand on a ferry.


Yours trully,,
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Elsie Drake (age 104)
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Sir Chips kewsick


Chairman of the Arsenal football Club
Highbury house


75 Drayton park
Town; london N5 1BU


It is August the 13 2018


Dear Sir chips,


My name is Elsie Drake and I am 104 years of age and also the sixth oldest woman in the country of britin.


When my late husband Sidney was alive (he passed away several years ago in 1950) he used to take me to watch the football at Arsenal club. We had cheese sandwiches, two buns each,, some lemonade and I sat on Sidneys knees which worked wonders in those days.


In other words i have fond memories of footballs.


I am writing because I would like to become a special mascot for the Arsenal football team. I will come on to the grass before the men play and do a little dance in front of the crowd. I may be 104 years old with sertification from the queen but I can still dance on command.


Music may be played i have no objection .


I have an old costume of a hare. it has dark brown fur and large ears like hares do. I will wear that. Mrs Hale doesn’t like my old costume of a hare. She said that it smells rotten and was going to put in on a bomfire, and when she went outside to light one, i hid it where she will never find it. Don’t worry it is safe. Sometimes Mrs Hale uses a nife to cut her own toenails.


How many football teams can say that they have a 104 year old lady as thier mascot inside a hare? it would be a talking point people will come for miles and miles to see me dance> it will be a wonderful day I will never forget it.


Please write back Sir Chips and let me have my chance to shine. I enclose £5 monies.


Yours trully,




[image: A shaky, handwritten signature with the name 'Elsie Drake'.]





Elsie Drake (aged 104)
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Mrs. Theresa May
The Prime-minster


of Great Britain
number 10 Downing street
London
Post code;


august 14st 2018


Dear Mrs. May the priminster of great Britain,


My name is Mrs Elsie Drake;; I am 104 years of age and the sixth oldest woman in the country and I have just been given a computor. I am enjoying it and can write allsorts: chair, antelop, winkles.


I think you are narvellous and want to shake your hands for all the good fine work that you do for the country, great britin.


Mrs May, I would like to make myself usful to society and so I want to offer my services as your maid in waiting. I can clean most surfaces and cook a good shephards pie when Mrs Hale doesn’t hide the meat. She is always hiding the meat so one time i hid it under my bonnet. She didn’t find it. How could she? It was under my bonnet.


Will you let me work as your maid in Waiting?


and what will I receive as a stipend? Thirty pounds? Forty ponds?


Please write back quickly . you are my only hope, I am 104 and i am sending you five pounds english pounds .


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104)


PS, can you also please send me a nice photo-graph of your self as well please ?
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From The Direct Communications Unit


17 August 2018


Dear Mrs Drake


I am writing on behalf of the Prime Minister to thank you for your letter of 14 August.


Your correspondence is receiving attention.


Yours sincerely


Correspondence Officer
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From the Direct Communications Unit


31 August 2018


Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Dear Mrs Drake


I am writing on behalf of the Prime Minister to thank you for your letter of 14 August 2018 and the £5 note.


The Prime Minister appreciates the time you have taken to get in touch.


Further to the response you may have already received from this Office. I hope that you will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for this Office to process monies, so I am returning your £5 note to you. I am delighted to enclose a copy of the Prime Minister’s official photograph, as requested.


Thank you, once again, for writing to the Prime Minister.


Yours sincerely


Correspondence Officer
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Mrs. Theresa may


the Primeminster of Great Britin
Number 10 Downing streets
London,;, sW 1a 2AA


new month: “September “ 3rd, 2018


Dear the Prime minister,


I wrote to you on “august 14st of this year” but i am a littel upset with your letters that you sent back, mam.


i wanted to be your “Maid in waiting”, so i can cook you pies and wash your nesessaries,, but the lady or man that wrote to me from your “correrrespondence unit:” just sent me five pounds monies. Does that mean that is five pounds in loo of my working for you as your maid in waiting ?


Is it in loo? If it is in loo, then when do I start at number ten Downing street as your maid in Waiting? do i come next week? and do i bring a bumpkin?,


I am very good at scrubbing. Once i scrubbed an entire scullery with Bessie Bates. It was filthy, we found a pile of dead mice ,dead flies and maggots that came up to our bosom. Poor bessie caught a terible infection and they had to lance twelve boils from her body. but then she got a fever and started biting everything in her sight; tables, the floor, she even bit a light bulb that was plugged in and her arms caught fire cause of the electric currant.


I enclose five pounds and i am 104 and i need to know if i should be getting the bus to you next week to start scrubbing for you. can you tell me mam?


Are sandwiches provided?


Yours trully,
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Elsie Drake (aged 104:)
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From the Direct Communications Unit


13 September 2018


Mrs Elsie Drake
Granville Gardens
London


Dear Mrs Drake


I am writing on behalf of the Prime Minister to thank you for your letter of 3 September 2018 and the £5 note you sent.


I am sorry to read that you were unhappy with the previous responses from this Office. Thank you again for your kind and considerate gesture, however the Prime Minister does not require a maid in waiting.


I hope that you will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for this Office to process monies, and I am returning your £5 to you again.


Thank you, once again, for writing to the Prime Minister.


Yours sincerely


Correspondence Officer















[image: A slightly wrinkled, wonkily placed address sticker with the address, 'Elsie Drake, Granville Gardens, Lodnon' on it.]





Mrs. Theresa May,
The British Prime Minster
Number 10,


Downing Street
London SW1A 2AAAA


September 19th in 2018


Dear Mrs May the Prime Minster of britain,


It is Elsie Drake here again and i am 104. Thank you for your letter but I am very sad that you do not want me to be your “maid in waiting “.
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