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				Henri Matisse, The Red Studio (1911), Museum of Modern Art, New York
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				Fra Angelico, Crucifixion (1441–1442), Museo di San Marco, Florence
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				Exploring Red

				Let me introduce you to red, the prince of colours. Red is proud, lively and powerful. It conjures up fire, blood and passion.

				Perhaps it would be better, though, to use the plural because there are many different reds: we have Tyrian purple, crimson red, minium red, cinnabar red, scarlet red, vermilion red, cadmium red, carmine red, ochre red, brick red, alizarin red, amaranth red, Burgundy red, coral red, pomegranate red, Persian red, Pompeian red, Valentino red, Venetian red, rust red, cardinal red, cherry red, strawberry red, Mars red and Pozzuoli red. In other words, reds make up a very large family.

				Let’s try to get to know at least a few of them, and the ones we choose first are the ones artists have loved the most. So let’s investigate and see which ones express our creative passion. 

				Throughout the book, you will find spaces to extend drawings, try out suggested exercises, make your own sketches or notes and write your impressions about what you see, notice and think. Make sure you always have a notebook with you so you never lose a creative idea or impression.
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