


[image: cover-image]





[image: Image]


DALLAS & FORT WORTH


EMILY TOMAN


[image: image]





CONTENTS



Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.


Maps


Discover Dallas and Fort Worth


Explore Dallas and Fort Worth


Planning Your Trip


Downtown Dallas and Deep Ellum


Lakewood and East Dallas


Uptown, Oak Lawn, and the Design District


Park Cities


West Dallas and Oak Cliff


Downtown Fort Worth


West Fort Worth


Northside


Southside and TCU


Greater Dallas and Fort Worth


Where to Stay


Day Trips


Background


Essentials


Resources


Index


[image: image]






Overview Map


[image: image]






MAPS



Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.


Overview Map


1 Downtown Dallas


2 Lakewood and East Dallas


3 Uptown


4 Park Cities


5 West Dallas


6 Downtown Fort Worth


7 West Fort Worth


8 Northside


9 Southside and TCU


10 Greater Dallas and Fort Worth





DISCOVER DALLAS & FORT WORTH



Big oil and big hair, cowboys and cattle fields—these are the images of Dallas and Fort Worth that prevail.


Established as a profitable trading post on the banks of the Trinity River, Dallas grew into a vibrant community of merchants, and then a cosmopolitan city, as the center of the Texas oil boom. With all that money and status came wealthy socialites with sky-high hair, designer clothing, and flashy BMW convertibles. Thirty miles away, cowboys herded millions of cattle down the Chisholm Trail, founding Fort Worth as the “place where the West begins.” That city’s western culture continues to thrive.


Over the years, however, all kinds of people moved here, and the cities have changed. Transplants from both coasts have set down roots in DFW, influencing the region’s dining and shopping scenes with a homegrown, handmade philosophy. Today, diversity is everywhere, from the colorful quinceañera celebrations in Oak Cliff to the massive Korean spa center in Northwest Dallas. The Fort Worth Cultural District boasts world-renowned art museums full of Picassos and Andy Warhols. Punk rock bars and craft breweries are peppered in with the more classic jazz clubs and dance halls in Deep Ellum. Historic cemeteries preserve the region’s heritage in Uptown, while restaurant rows in Trinity Groves and on Fort Worth’s Magnolia Avenue showcase modern redevelopment.
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Taqueria La Ventana at Dallas Farmers Market
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stained glass ceiling in Thanks-Giving Square chapel
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two-stepping at Billy Bob’s Texas
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patio at Pecan Lodge in Deep Ellum
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view from Reunion Tower
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neon Pegasus in front of Omni Hotel in Dallas








EXPLORE DALLAS & FORT WORTH



THE TWO-DAY BEST OF DALLAS & FORT WORTH


It takes at least a week to soak up all that Dallas and Fort Worth have to offer. That’s due in part to the tricky transportation; getting from one region to another can be cumbersome without a car. Curate a two-day trip carefully to hit as many highlights as possible without wasting any time navigating the auto-centric metropolis. This sample itinerary will help you make the best of a typical weekend.


DAY 1


Get an early start in downtown Dallas with coffee at Murray Street Coffee. From there, head to the West End’s Dealey Plaza, where President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963. Buy tickets to the Sixth Floor Museum online in advance. Arrive early and explore the Grassy Knoll and the JFK Memorial Plaza first to maximize your time.


From Dealey Plaza, make your way to the Dallas Arts District. You could easily spend the rest of the day here touring the art museums: the Dallas Museum of Art, the Nasher Sculpture Center, and the Crow Collection of Asian Art. Stroll through Klyde Warren Park, a stunning green space situated on a freeway deck with skyline views. You can also experience the park at night; it stays open until 11pm. Grab a food truck snack, catch a yoga session, or take in a concert on the lawn.
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Dallas Arboretum spring tulip display during Dallas Blooms







FUN AND CHEAP


There are plenty of ways to enjoy the cities on a budget.


SIGHTSEEING


Ride the Dallas Streetcar from Union Station downtown across the Trinity River to the Bishop Arts District in Oak Cliff. Browse the mom-and-pop boutiques up and down the redbrick paths of Bishop Avenue. Stop to snap some pictures in front of the neighborhood murals, including the provocative portrait of Lee Harvey Oswald. Don’t leave Bishop Arts without a visit to Emporium Pies; the $5 splurge is definitely worth it.


Take a ride on the free McKinney Avenue Trolley, which follows the M-Line from Uptown to all the Dallas Arts District hot spots. Other than some special exhibitions, the Dallas Museum of Art is always free, including a docent tour at 2pm Saturdays. Channel your inner child at the museum’s Art Stop where you can sketch, draw, or sculpt your own artwork from available objects. Finally, take a free self-guided tour through Thanks-Giving Square just a couple of blocks from the M-Line.


Spend an afternoon at the Fort Worth Stockyards, where you can watch a twice-daily cattle drive at 11:30am or 4pm, and go souvenir shopping at Stockyards Station.
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Fort Worth Stockyards cattle drive





Find your Zen at the Fort Worth Water Gardens, a modern architectural marvel that you may recognize from the 1976 sci-fi flick Logan’s Run. It’s especially beautiful at night against the city skyline.


FOOD & DRINK


If you can resist the temptation to buy every vendor’s homemade salsa or hand-poured candle, a stroll through the Dallas Farmers Market won’t cost you a dime (plus, free samples). Along the perimeter of the Shed, you’ll find purveyors of seasonal produce, free-range meats, and fresh cheeses. Inside are more offbeat artisanal items like banana pudding and habanero jam.


A couple of blocks off the McKinney Avenue Trolley line in Uptown, spend happy hour at Bowen House, a swanky Victorian-style lounge that serves up some of the fanciest-yet-affordable house cocktails for $5.


RECREATION


Take a stroll on the 9.3-mile White Rock Lake Trail and absorb the scene of rowers, bird-watchers, nature photographers, and hard-core athletes. Linger at Winfrey Point and TP Hill, the park’s highest points. If you can get there around dusk, you’ll catch one of the best sunsets in the city.


Take in the view of the Dallas skyline. Walk the Ronald Kirk Pedestrian Bridge, and from there, you can snap photos of the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge’s towering white arches. Return at night for a whole new experience. Another great skyline view can be seen from the hilltop of Trinity Overlook Park.


Hit the neighborhood trails. Hop on the Katy Trail from its southern terminus and ride through Uptown, or head east on the Santa Fe Trail all the way to White Rock Lake.





For a late night, go barhopping in Deep Ellum, the city’s liveliest neighborhood between 10pm and 2am. Hit Twilite Lounge for an old Hollywood vibe, Adair’s Saloon if you’re in a honky-tonk mood, or Beauty Bar, where some of the best DJs in town bring crowds to the dance floor. For those midnight calorie cravings, join the line at Serious Pizza for a massive slice of New York-style pie; the place stays open until 3am on weekends.


DAY 2


Spend your second 24 hours in Fort Worth, beginning with breakfast at Paris Coffee Shop, a local institution and the most authentic glimpse into the city’s cowboy character.


Next, make your way to the Fort Worth Cultural District for a day of world-class art, beginning at the Kimbell Art Museum. While the collection is small, you’ll want to spend a few hours lingering inside the Louis Kahn-designed building. Then, head to the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, the Kimbell’s counterpart for post-World War II talent.


Weather permitting, spend the rest of the daylight hours walking or biking along the Trinity River. The surrounding park features a duck pond, a picturesque bridge, shady lounge areas, and a tiny fishing pier. Before embarking on the quintessential country-and-western evening, make a detour to Angelo’s for local barbecue that far outshines the touristy restaurants.


Arrive at the Fort Worth Stockyards in time for the 8pm championship rodeo every Friday and Saturday. Watch competitive bull riders, cattle roping, and barrel racing, along with rodeo clowns offering comic relief. After the show, go two-stepping at Billy Bob’s Texas, the massive nightclub frequented by country music legends. Ride the mechanical bull, play pool, sing karaoke, or grab a late-night bite from the Honky Tonk Kitchen.


WITH MORE TIME


If you have more time to spend in Dallas, extend your JFK tour by following in the footsteps of the accused assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald. His tracks will take you south to the Texas Theatre, where you can locate the exact seat Oswald sat in while evading police. Several blocks east at the intersection of 10th and Patton, a historical marker indicates the location where Oswald shot and killed Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit.


Dedicate a few daytime hours to Deep Ellum. Although known for its nightlife, the walkable neighborhood east of downtown offers plenty of afternoon diversions. Have lunch at All Good Café before sampling some local brews at Deep Ellum Brewing Company.




WHERE TO SHOP FOR WESTERN WEAR


Historically, cowboy boots were a necessity for the hard-working ranchers and cattle drivers who helped settle Dallas and Fort Worth over a century ago. Somewhere along the way, the practical footwear became a fashion statement, if not a cultural icon. Even the average Dallas local in a T-shirt and blue jeans will likely have some snakeskin leather with a square toe peeking out beneath the ankle. For a night out at a Fort Worth honky-tonk, you’ll see the fuller representation—crisp Stetsons, flashy belt buckles, pearl snaps, and fringed jackets.


The Fort Worth Stockyards is where you’ll find the highest concentration of western wear stores, while the Dallas shops are more scattered and can be harder to find. Here are the top shops for completing your cowboy look:


DALLAS


• Those who enjoy the hunt for the perfect vintage boot should head to Dolly Python. You never know what kinds of unique designs you will stumble upon, plus many of the gently worn boots are under $100.


• If high fashion is more your style, try the upscale Highland Park boutique Miron Crosby. The original boot brand is inspired by the landscapes of West Texas but features a variety of intricate designs. The shop has a decidedly feminine feel, with a wider selection of women’s boots.


• Wild Bill’s Western Store is the most authentic experience in Dallas when it comes to cowboy culture. The excellent customer service makes even novice boot buyers feel at ease.


FORT WORTH


• You’ll find a more laid-back experience at Fincher’s White Front Western Wear. Order a cheap beer at the boot shop bar and browse an array of styles with help from the knowledgeable salespeople.


• The upscale M. L. Leddy’s can feel a bit intimidating at first, but the boots are gorgeous. Each custom pair is handcrafted one by one in the shop’s San Angelo factory.
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M.L. Leddy’s





• If you’re looking for the perfect felt or straw cowboy hat, Peter Bros. Hats carries top-of-the-line brands like Stetson and Resistol. Ask about the shop’s handmade Shady Oaks line, which has graced the heads of many visiting celebrities.





In Fort Worth, head to the Fort Worth Stockyards earlier in the day to see one of the twice-daily cattle drives at 11:30am or 4pm. You can also catch a historical reenactment of the original Pawnee Bill’s Wild West Show on Saturdays at 2:30pm and 4:30pm in the Cowtown Coliseum. Dating to 1909, the show features cowboy trick roping, shooting, and riding. Tickets are $11.50-18.50.



TOP SIGHTS IN DALLAS AND FORT WORTH



Dallas and Fort Worth feature the old and the new. Travelers can spend half a day buried in archives that document the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, then spend the other half soaking up the contemporary architecture of the nearby Dallas Arts District. From historic preservation to urban creativity, the region has more than a few surprises.


KLYDE WARREN PARK


Transformed from freeway to green space, Klyde Warren Park is a shining example of creative city planning. The bustling park is also a prime spot for people-watching.


SIXTH FLOOR MUSEUM


Nothing shaped Dallas more than the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. The Sixth Floor Museum features a comprehensive exhibit that puts the national tragedy into greater perspective.
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Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza





MCKINNEY AVENUE TROLLEY


Linking downtown Dallas and Uptown, the McKinney Avenue Trolley adds some vintage charm to your modern-day sightseeing. Plus, it’s free.


GEORGE W. BUSH PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM


Regardless of your political leanings, the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum features a fascinating display of the Bush years.



BISHOP ARTS DISTRICT



The Bishop Arts District has retained its historical charm and is home to locally owned boutiques and restaurants housed in old brick buildings along tree-lined sidewalks.


MARGARET HUNT HILL BRIDGE


Since its addition to the Dallas skyline in 2012, the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge has helped create a vibrant dining and entertainment scene in West Dallas.
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Margaret Hunt Hill bridge in Dallas





FORT WORTH WATER GARDENS


The Fort Worth Water Gardens offer an unexpected, almost hidden retreat on the south side of downtown.


SUNDANCE SQUARE


In stark contrast to Dallas, the historic Sundance Square gives downtown Fort Worth a refreshing, small-town vibe. The free parking and 24-hour security help, too.


FORT WORTH BOTANIC GARDEN


The 110-acre Fort Worth Botanic Garden maintains its natural beauty and simplicity among 22 picturesque gardens.


FORT WORTH STOCKYARDS


At the Fort Worth Stockyards, the city’s western heritage is on display daily in the form of rodeos, bull riding, and cattle drives.
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a cowboy and a girl in Fort Worth Stockyards historic district





LOG CABIN VILLAGE


The Log Cabin Village living-history museum features 19th-century cabins relocated from various areas of Fort Worth that have been restored for educational purposes.
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Walking Tall in the “Traveling Man” series by Brad Oldham and Brandon Oldenburg in Deep Ellum






BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING



The Bureau of Engraving and Printing operates a “money factory” in north Fort Worth, offering free public tours during which visitors can watch from an overhead walkway as machines manufacture billions of dollars.


LOUIS TUSSAUD’S PALACE OF WAX


Designed after an Arabian-style palace, the flashy Louis Tussaud’s Palace of Wax features more than 200 renditions of notable people, organized in different themed exhibits.



BEST RESTAURANTS



Dallas has become a food destination—and not just for steak, barbecue, and Tex-Mex. The local culinary scene has come to life over the past several years, embracing the farm-to-table philosophy by sourcing quality ingredients from local purveyors. Chefs are akin to rock stars; some have even achieved national reality TV fame.


At the same time, tried-and-true greasy spoons and taco shacks hold their own against contemporary cuisine. Time-tested establishments and experimental restaurants coexist to create a diverse culinary landscape. Make no mistake: Steak, barbecue and Tex-Mex are essentials. But the Dallas-Fort Worth food scene is so much more than that.


EL FENIX


The rise of Tex-Mex began with El Fenix a century ago, making it your best bet for the iconic cuisine.


CAFÉ MOMENTUM


At Café Momentum, you can dine on charcuterie, beef filet and fingerling potatoes while helping at-risk teens turn their lives around.
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Cafe Momentum fried pie





KALACHANDJI’S


Set inside a beautiful Hare Krishna temple, Kalachandji’s inviting atmosphere is just as impressive as its meat-free Indian cuisine.


AL BIERNAT’S


For quality steak and a glimpse at Dallas’ one percent, duck inside Al Biernat’s where you can rub elbows with local celebrities.


MUTTS CANINE CANTINA


The dog-friendly patio reaches a whole new level at Mutts Canine Cantina, which features a members-only off-leash dog park with day passes available.


COSMIC CAFÉ


The all-vegetarian menu at Cosmic Café features a variety of Indian staples, making it a go-to lunch spot for health-conscious herbivores.


EAST HAMPTON SANDWICH CO.


Something of a local empire, East Hampton Sandwich Co. takes an upscale approach to the fast-casual deli.


KUBY’S SAUSAGE HOUSE


Kuby’s Sausage House is a delightfully unexpected pocket of German culture, carrying 16 kinds of bratwurst along with gourmet cheeses, specialty mustards, and sauerkraut.


EL JORDAN CAFÉ


The bustling Bishop Arts dive, El Jordan Café, is the place to go for a heaping, Tex-Mex breakfast.


DAVIS STREET ESPRESSO


The baristas at Davis Street Espresso operate under a different philosophy – they want to reduce waste and encourage human interaction.


ANGELO’S


As new trendy barbecue joints open left and right, locals know that Angelo’s remains the best spot for hickory-smoked meats with a truly Texan ambiance.


RIGHTEOUS FOODS


Righteous Foods focuses on unprocessed, organic, whole ingredients and humanely raised meats.


LONESOME DOVE WESTERN BISTRO


Lonesome Dove Western Bistro offers an upscale experience in the Stockyards’ dusty Old West setting.


OL’ SOUTH PANCAKE HOUSE


Open 24 hours, Ol’ South Pancake House has the best selection of pancakes, including the popular German pancake and plenty of build-your-own options.


FUNKYTOWN DONUTS


The basic breakfast staple becomes a decadent dessert at FunkyTown Donuts, which features flavors like key lime pie, raspberry dark chocolate, and double-stuffed Oreo.


TAILGATE TAVERN


Tailgate Tavern is the place to pre-game before cheering on the Dallas Cowboys.




ICONIC DALLAS DISHES


Local staples like barbecue, street tacos and margaritas are required eating for out-of-town visitors. Here’s where you can find the best of these dishes.


• Barbecue at Pecan Lodge: There’s a reason the line extends down the block every single weekend—it’s that good. This Deep Ellum outpost opens at 11am, but people start lining up at least a half hour sooner for mouthwatering brisket smoked to perfection.


• Cheeseburger and Tots at Keller’s Drive-in: Forget the fancy $15 burgers touted at trendy Dallas hot spots. Open since 1965, Keller’s Drive-in harks back to a simpler time. For less than $3, chow down on a juicy double-meat patty in a poppy-seed bun and take in the old-school carhop ambience.


• Chicken-fried Steak at Fred’s Texas Café: Often overlooked amid the popular burgers, Fred’s chicken-fried steak in Fort Worth is some of the best you’ll find in the area. The first indication? Its sheer size, covering the plate edge to edge.


• Fletcher’s Corny Dog at the State Fair of Texas: What could be so great about “America’s original corn dog”? If you’re lucky enough to visit Dallas during fair season, you’ll find out. There’s just something special about this hand-battered, deep-fried hot dog that cannot be replicated.


• Fuel City Tacos: Set inside a truck stop, this roadside taco stand is a local legend for its super-simple street tacos made with corn tortillas, meat, onions, and cilantro. Plus, you can’t beat the atmosphere: the Dallas skyline in one direction, and a pasture of longhorns in the other.


• Margarita at Joe T. Garcia’s: Dallas is the birthplace of the frozen margarita, so there’s a lot of competition. However, you might do better to try this Tex-Mex institution in Fort Worth. Pair it with an enchilada dinner in the restaurant’s garden villa.


• Mile-High Cream Pie at Norma’s Café: Perhaps the most famous dessert in Dallas, this pie is a slice of heaven with creamy filling topped with a thick, fluffy meringue. The Oak Cliff-based diner created the confection in 1959, and it has stood the test of time.
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Mile-High Cream Pie at Norma’s Café





• German Pancake at Ol’ South Pancake House: Also known as a “Dutch baby,” this specialty pancake is what makes Ol’ South in Fort Worth locally famous. The German pancake is baked in a cast iron skillet until it puffs up, then filled with freshly squeezed lemon juice and topped with powdered sugar and whipped butter. Plus, it’s available 24/7 at this all-night diner.








PLANNING YOUR TRIP



WHEN TO GO


You can get the most out of your visit to Dallas and Fort Worth in the spring (March-May) or fall (September-November), when the milder temperatures help accommodate some of the best events—from the Deep Ellum Arts Festival in April to the State Fair of Texas in October. During these months, you can fully explore the city on foot or by bike without risking heat stroke.


The summer routinely sees triple-digit temperatures that make it hard to justify leaving the house. If you’re stuck in Dallas around this time, splurge on a nice hotel with an indoor pool and a breezy bar. From flash floods to ice storms, the winter brings unpredictable weather that could ruin your best-laid plans (e.g., snowstorms in the DFW area during Super Bowl week before Dallas hosted Super Bowl XLV).


ENTRY REQUIREMENTS


International travelers must have a valid passport and obtain a visa to enter the United States. Canadian citizens do not need visas if they are just visiting. Other travelers may be eligible for the Visa Waiver Program, which allows visitors from certain countries to travel to the U.S. for tourism or business for up to 90 days without obtaining a visa. Upon arriving at DFW International Airport, you’ll be directed to automated kiosks, which speed up the entry process. But still, be prepared to speak with U.S. Customs and Border Protection about the nature of your visit. If you’re checking baggage, avoid packing anything that could be mistakenly flagged for any reason—such as a large container or any oddly shaped object—or you may arrive in Dallas without your luggage. For more information, visit the U.S. Customs and Border Protection website (www.cbp.gov).


As of fall 2020, US citizens will need a passport or REAL ID-compliant driver’s license to travel domestically. For more information, visit www.dhs.gov/real-id# [URL inactive].


TRANSPORTATION


If traveling by air, most visitors arrive via the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport (DFW), one of the busiest airports in the world, serving more than 73 million passengers a year. Those flying on Southwest Airlines will touch down at the much smaller hub of Dallas Love Field Airport (DAL).


From either airport, travelers can access shuttle buses and rental cars 24 hours a day as well as common ride-share apps. The Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART; www.dart.org) orange line takes passengers to into downtown Dallas. Travelers headed into Downtown Fort Worth can hop on the Trinity Railway Express (TRE; https://trinityrailwayexpress.org) or the new TexRail commuter train. The TexRail only goes from DFW Airport into downtown Fort Worth.


The easiest way to get around Dallas and Fort Worth is by car, especially if you want the freedom to explore the entire region. However, in Dallas the DART line is the best option for navigating between adjacent neighborhoods. The Dallas Streetcar, operated by DART, runs from downtown’s Union Station (400 S. Houston St.) to the Bishop Arts District in Oak Cliff. The McKinney Avenue Trolley (www.mata.org) connects downtown to Uptown.
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McKinney Avenue Trolley
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Dallas DART light rail station





You can travel from Dallas to Fort Worth and back via the Trinity Railway Express (TRE), which runs between downtown Dallas’s Union Station (440 S. Houston St.) and downtown Fort Worth’s T&P Station (221 W. Lancaster Ave). In Fort Worth, public transit options include Molly the Trolley, the DASH, and the Trinity Metro bus system (https://ridetrinitymetro.org).


RESERVATIONS


It’s a good idea to make reservations for popular activities and events in Dallas-Fort Worth whenever possible, simply to avoid long lines and higher fees. The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza (www.jfk.org) recommends buying advance tickets online, where you can reserve an entry time. Only a certain number of tickets are available for each 30-minute time period. The Perot Museum of Nature and Science (www.perotmuseum.org) gets busy, particularly during spring break and holiday seasons, so book tickets in advance online. Reservations are not necessary for art museums.


Theater tickets, especially for popular Broadway shows, can sell out fast. The AT&T Performing Arts Center (214/880-0202, www.attpac.org) is the online hub for most major venues. For Dallas Summer Musicals at the Music Hall at Fair Park, visit www.dallassummermusicals.org.


For the best seats and prices, you can prebook tickets well in advance for the Dallas Cowboys (www.dallascowboys.com), Texas Rangers (www.mlb.com/rangers/tickets [URL inactive]), Dallas Mavericks (www.mavs.com), and Dallas Stars (www.nhl.com/stars/tickets). Although it lasts for three weeks, the Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo (www.fwssr.com) routinely sells out for certain events, so buy tickets as soon as you can. The Fort Worth Stockyards becomes packed during the holiday season, so book hotel reservations weeks or months in advance. Buy tickets to the Stockyards’ year-round Friday and Saturday night rodeos at least a day ahead to avoid waiting in line.


PASSES AND DISCOUNTS


The best deal in Dallas is the CityPass (www.citypass.com/dallas), which gets you into four top attractions at a discounted price, $51 for adults, $35 for children 3-12. Admission includes entry to the Perot Museum of Nature and Science, the Reunion Tower GeO-Deck, The Sixth Floor Museum of Dealey Plaza, and the Dallas Zoo or George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum.


Most museums offer discounts for children, seniors, and the military, and drop their prices on certain days of the month. If you’re visiting during the State Fair of Texas (www.bigtex.com), there are numerous ways to score discounted tickets.


GUIDED TOURS


Several options for guided tours in Dallas and Fort Worth help you get the most out of your time.


Discover Dallas (www.discoverdallastours.com) tours cover most of the top sights in the area: a JFK historical tour tracking President Kennedy’s fateful route past the Sixth Floor Museum and the Grassy Knoll, along with Lee Harvey Oswald’s fugitive footpath; a walk through the Dallas Arts District; a Fort Worth tour that brings to life the Old West heritage of Sundance Square and the Stockyards; and Southfork Ranch for fans of TV’s Dallas.
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Grassy Knoll at Dealey Plaza





Dallas City Tour (www.dallascitytour.ch [URL inactive]) also offers a variety of guided tours limited to downtown Dallas. You can also explore Dealey Plaza via Segway with Dallas Segway Tours (www.dallassegwaytours.com); tours last one and a half hours. Reservations are required.


Fort Worth Tours (www.fwtours.com) features a 90-minute bus tour or a 75-minute walking tour of the historic downtown for $20-25 per person. For a spookier version, opt for the ghost bus tour, which highlights the murder mysteries of the Old West. A guided walking tour through the Fort Worth Stockyards is also available daily for $8 per person (www.fortworthstockyards.com).
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Downtown Dallas and Deep Ellum



MOON MAP


Sights


Restaurants


Nightlife


Arts and Culture


Festivals and Events


Recreation


Shops


The city center houses important history and art museums that top the list of Dallas attractions. Dealey Plaza, the site of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination in 1963, still fascinates visitors. Spanning 19 blocks, the Dallas Arts District bursts with activity most of the year. Besides the major sights, event venues, and all-star restaurants, downtown has a mostly commercial feel compared to the more community-oriented neighborhoods around it. Although the city has invested in more public spaces, locals don’t spend much time here when they leave the office—that’s what Deep Ellum is for. A few blocks east of downtown, it’s the heart of Dallas nightlife.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Best Community Gathering Space: Klyde Warren Park (click here)


▪  Best History Museum: Sixth Floor Museum (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Best Tex-Mex: El Fenix (click here)


▪  Best Meal with a Conscience: Café Momentum (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Best Restored Music Venue: The Bomb Factory (click here)


▪  Best Laughs: Dallas Comedy House (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Best Bang for Your Buck: Dallas Museum of Art (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  Best High-End Fashion: Neiman Marcus (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  McKinney Avenue Trolley (M-Line)


▪  DART station: Pearl/Arts District, St. Paul, Akard, West End


▪  Connecting bus routes: 19, 21, 24, 36, 81/82, 84, M-Line Trolley




MAP 1: Downtown Dallas and Deep Ellum
(map halves follow)
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Sights



Dallas Heritage Village


MOON MAP


1515 S. Harwood St., 214/421-5141, www.dallasheritagevillage.org; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sat., noon-4pm Sun.; $10 adults, $8 seniors, $6 children


In the shadow of the city’s glossy skyscrapers lies 20 acres frozen in time. Dallas Heritage Village contains the largest collection of 19th-century pioneer structures in Texas. About 24,000 artifacts comprise the permanent installation, illustrating what it was like to live and work during the frontier days of Dallas. The collection includes Victorian furnishings and accessories, medical tools, and fascinating archival photographs. On a walk down “Main Street,” you can watch a blacksmith at work and peek into the library or the saloon. Guided tours are available, providing a more curated experience; they last no more than two hours. Arrive after 1pm to avoid school field trips, and pack a picnic to enjoy in the park.
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Dallas Heritage Village





Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum


MOON MAP


300 N. Houston St., 214/741-7500, www.dhhrm.com; 9:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun.; $16 adults, $14 seniors, educators, and military, $12 students


A glistening copper-clad facade that shines brightly amid the West End’s old redbrick buildings makes it hard not to notice the Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum. Local survivors, members of the city’s thriving Jewish community, originally established the museum in the 1970s to document the horrors of the Holocaust and honor the lives of the six million Jews killed during World War II. Now, the only museum of its kind in North Central Texas extends its focus to other genocides and human rights issues around the world.
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Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum





Through riveting photographs, films and artifacts, the Holocaust exhibition chronicles the history of the Jewish people and the rise of Nazi power. One of the most moving pieces on display is an authentic Nazi-era boxcar, the kind used to transport Jews from their homes to concentration camps. For a more high-tech experience, the Dimensions in Testimony Theater features holographic images of survivors telling their stories. In other exhibits, the museum broadens its lens to recount a range of atrocities from the slaughter of Native Americans to the Rwandan genocide.


The images contained in the 55,000-square-foot, multilevel museum are gut-wrenching (the museum is not recommended for children under 12), but interlaced throughout are stories of those who took a stand against prejudice and hatred, offering poignant lessons on how society can work together to combat intolerance.


Dallas World Aquarium


MOON MAP


1801 N. Griffin St., 214/720-2224, www.dwazoo.com; 10am-5pm daily; $22.95 adults, $20.95 seniors, $16.95 children, children under 2 free


Located in downtown’s historic West End, the Dallas World Aquarium features five exhibits not limited to underwater creatures. The first thing you’ll see is a multilevel, spiraling rainforest full of free-flying exotic birds, lazy two-toed sloths, and other critters. Throughout the aquarium and zoo, you’ll find giant river otters, crocodiles, and many species of monkeys. A 20,000-gallon tunnel surrounds visitors with curious creatures from the tropical waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, such as the pot-bellied seahorse and harlequin shrimp. Ticket prices are a bit steep—two adults will pay over $40—but there’s a lot to see here. Expect to spend all day, and arrive early to beat the afternoon crowds.



S Klyde Warren Park
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2012 Woodall Rodgers Freeway, 214/716-4500, www.klydewarrenpark.org; 6am-11pm daily; free


One of the most ambitious (and wildly successful) projects Dallas has undertaken in recent years is the 5-acre freeway deck green space known as Klyde Warren Park. In 2012, eight lanes of concrete once clogged with cars were transformed into a privately managed public green space. The linear park connects the Dallas Arts District with the rest of downtown and Uptown, and features a range of free activities on any given day. Several playground areas will occupy the kids for a couple of hours. There are also bistro tables, free board games, a small dog park, a walking path, and plenty of open space for picnics and lounging, complete with free Wi-Fi. Local food trucks line up during lunchtime on weekdays and stick around until 8pm on weekends. A brick-and-mortar restaurant, Savor, serves brunch, dinner, and cocktails, while its companion kiosk, Relish, offers quick gourmet burgers, hot dogs, and sides from a walk-up window. Check the online calendar for recurring events like yoga sessions, story time, live music, and movie screenings.
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Old Red Museum
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100 S. Houston St., 214/757-1914, www.oldred.org; 9am-5pm daily; $10 adults, $8 seniors, students, and military, $7 children 3-16, children under 3 free


Built in 1892 as the Dallas County Courthouse, the Old Red Museum offers a thorough history lesson on local culture and a peek at stunning Romanesque Revival-style architecture. Pay close attention to details like the four mythical serpent sculptures that adorn the top and the stately clock tower that is illuminated at night. Inside, the grand staircase has been restored to its original glory along with the 100 or so stained-glass windows. You can take a free guided tour of all four floors of the building at 2pm Monday-Friday, but call ahead first. Four permanent exhibits chronicle the history of Dallas, beginning with the first settlement in 1841 and continuing through the turn of the 21st century.


Pioneer Plaza
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1428 Young St., 214/953-1184


This park’s sculpture, a bronze herd of 49 longhorn steers by Robert Summers, commemorates the 19th-century cattle drives that brought the early settlers to what we now know as Dallas. Located just outside the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center, Pioneer Plaza is a neat display, especially for kids, set among trees, native plants, and water features. Although good for the classic tourist photo if you’re already in the area, it’s not worth a trip out of your way. Wander over to the adjacent Pioneer Park Cemetery, which includes graves dating back more than 150 years.
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Reunion Tower
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300 Reunion Blvd., 214/712-7040, www.reuniontower.com; Geo-Deck 10:30am-8:30pm Sun.-Thurs., 10:30am-9:30pm Fri.-Sat.; Five Sixty restaurant 5pm-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 5pm-11pm Fri.-Sat.; general admission $8-17, Day and Night $13-22


It’s the most recognizable feature of the Dallas skyline, stretching 561 feet into the sky, but Reunion Tower (aka “the Ball”) is only the 15th-tallest building in the city. What it lacks in height it makes up for in 360-degree immersive views of downtown. It’s hard to imagine what Dallas looked like before the tower was built in 1978. In addition to the view, you can explore touch screens and interactive games. For the best panorama, visit just before sunset to see the myriad colors reflecting off the skyscrapers. For a few dollars more, you can see two views with the Day and Night ticket, which gets you onto the deck twice in one day.
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S Sixth Floor Museum
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411 Elm St., 214/747-6660, www.jfk.org; noon-6pm Mon., 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun.; $18 adults, $16 seniors, $14 youth, children under 5 free


The former Texas School Book Depository became known as something else on November 22, 1963, when President John F. Kennedy’s assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, perched from the building’s 6th-floor window and fired the fatal shots that changed Dallas forever. Its image tarnished, the city was not eager to preserve the building; the depository was even in danger of being demolished. After Dallas finally reckoned with the horrific yet historic event, the structure overlooking Dealey Plaza was opened as the Sixth Floor Museum on Presidents Day in 1989. The crime scene itself has been recreated to its condition just 45 minutes after the assassination, with boxes of books stacked haphazardly and a replica of the rifle used. The historical exhibit chronicles the events with images, video footage, artifacts, and crime scene evidence so engaging you can’t look away—especially when using the audio guide, included with admission.
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