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				There has always been a curious connection between humans and bees enjoyed by no other creature. However far back in history we delve, bees have guided us, fed us, cured us – and helped explain our macro world, mirrored in their micro form: the hive. Like us, each individual has its place in the community; like us, each has jobs, uncannily reflecting our own daily chores. There is a bee for every kind of person: cleaner, nurse, factory worker, hunter-gatherer, farmer, celebrity; even, of course, the lazy fellow that hangs around the house all day eating and getting in the way; his mind on one thing only. 


				We shamelessly steal their honey and destroy their habitats yet we are endlessly fascinated by bees. Their buzz conjures a hot summer’s day; the stripy fuzz on their backs, dotted with pollen-spots, tugs at carefree childhood memories. Yet these are no cuddly toys. There will always be an element of danger that forbids sentimentality, that demands respect. At any moment, if she chose, that sweet little honey bee could turn, even if the choice to sting would probably cost her her own life.
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				Bees face more danger today than they have ever known. The causes for their decline are at once obvious – lack of habitat, disease, global warming – and mysterious. We still don’t completely understand why they are suffering, but a sneaking suspicion that it probably has something to do with us haunts our collective conscience. We need to understand these extraordinary creatures and learn from them if we want to survive ourselves. Underestimating their importance to the human race could be much more perilous than the odd stray sting.


				The entries in this book reflect at least two thousand years of fascination with the world’s favourite insect. There are few of us who haven’t fallen under the spell of bees and the riches they bring. From superstition to science, cake recipes to self-help, these quotes highlight our hopes and fears, our lives and deaths. Not to mention our taste buds. 
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				Where the bee sucks, there suck I:


				In a cowslip’s bell I lie;


				There I couch when owls do cry.


				On the bat’s back I do fly


				After summer merrily.


				Merrily, merrily shall I live now


				Under the blossom that hangs on the bough.


				Song of Ariel, The Tempest, William Shakespeare (1564–1616)
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