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An Enchanted Valley lies a twinkle away,

Where beautiful unicorns live, laugh and play.

You can visit the mermaids, or go for a ride,

So much fun to be had, but dangers can hide!

Your friends need your help – this is how you know:

A keyring lights up with a magical glow.

Whirled off like a dream, you won’t want to leave.

Friendship forever, when you truly believe.
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Story One
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A Giant Celebration
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Chapter One

The Best Idea

Emily and Aisha stood in a meadow, surrounded by clouds of wildflowers. Petals flew through the air like confetti, sticking to their clothes and hair.

Aisha reached out to stroke the petals of a papery red poppy that bobbed beneath her hand. It was too beautiful to pick. Instead, she bent to pick a fluffy dandelion clock and held it up to her best friend.

“Make a wish and blow!” she cried.
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Emily screwed her eyes tight. “I wish … I wish … I wish we were back in Enchanted Valley.” She took a huge breath and blew, sending the seeds dancing away on the breeze.

Enchanted Valley was a special secret place that the girls had visited on many occasions. It almost felt like a second home to them now!

As if by magic, Emily’s pocket began to glow.

Aisha felt a tingle run through her body.

The girls both knew it was magic!

Emily pulled out her crystal unicorn keyring. Aisha reached into her pocket and took out her identical glowing keyring. They grinned at one another.

“Your wish came true!” Aisha laughed.

They touched the tips of the glowing horns together and sparkles appeared in the air all around them. They held hands as they felt their feet lift off the ground. There was the odd sensation of being carried through the air, light as swans’ feathers.

They felt their feet land on soft grass and they knew even before the sparkles cleared that this was the emerald carpet of Enchanted Valley.

The girls were standing at the bottom of a hill leading up to the most beautiful golden palace. Roses climbed all over the walls and the turrets were twisted, like unicorn horns. A golden drawbridge lowered over the sparkly blue moat and Queen Aurora came trotting out.
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Her coat was all the colours of a beautiful sunrise, shifting between yellows, pinks and oranges, and her streaming mane and tail were pure, rippled gold. A tiny silver crown sat snugly behind her golden horn, and around her neck was one of the most magical things in the whole of Enchanted Valley: the Friendship locket. Every grown-up unicorn in Enchanted Valley had their own magical locket that helped them take care of something in the valley. Queen Aurora looked after Friendship, because that was one of the most powerful and important things of all.
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“It’s so good to see you!” she cried as the girls wrapped their arms around her neck.

“Did you hear me wishing to come back?” Emily asked.

Queen Aurora shook her head, and her mane rippled in the breeze. “No, dear, I’m afraid I didn’t. I have been a little distracted …”

“Is it Selena again?” Aisha asked.

Selena was a mean unicorn who wanted to steal Queen Aurora’s crown and rule Enchanted Valley herself. The two friends had helped fight her off many times before.

“No,” said Queen Aurora, looking a little sad. “It’s just that the Crystal King is going home and I thought you would want to say goodbye.”

As she spoke, another unicorn came clip-clopping over the drawbridge. His coat was gleaming white and his silver mane glittered as he dipped his nose to meet that of Queen Aurora. They shared a gentle glance, before turning to Aisha and Emily. The two royal unicorns had become such special friends.
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“It is time for me to leave,” the king said. He gave a brave smile, but Aisha could see that his heart was full of regret. “You have all been so kind to me, but I must return to protect my own kingdom.”

Aisha looked down at her hands sadly and saw she was still gripping the dandelion stalk. Beside her, Emily clasped a posy of flowers she had picked – daisies, primroses and buttercups. Before Emily knew what she was doing, she held them out to the Crystal King.

“These are for you,” she said softly.

“Beautiful,” the Crystal King sighed.

“Just like a bouquet you’d get at a wedding!” Aisha said.

There was a short pause, then Queen Aurora let out a whinny of delight and shook her golden mane.
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“You’ve given me the best idea!” she cried to the girls. She turned to the king, a shy look on her face. “Dear King, would you stay here and … marry me?”

“Marry!” the king gasped.

“If you’d like to,” the queen said, her voice trembling.

Aisha and Emily reached to grip each other’s hands tight as they stared at the king, hoping he’d say what they so wanted him to say.

The shocked king cleared his throat. “Well,” he began, gazing at Queen Aurora. “I think that’s … that’s …” He gave a neigh of delight. “I think that’s the best idea I ever heard! Yes! My answer is YES!”
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Chapter Two

Bridal Bower

A royal wedding! The girls jumped up and down in delight. Who could imagine anything better in the whole wide world?

“We may have to be apart sometimes as we each rule our kingdoms,” the king said, looking into Aurora’s eyes.

“As long as I’m married to you, I don’t mind!” the queen replied.

“We’ll make it work,” the Crystal King added softly.

The girls sprang forward to hug them both. “Congratulations!” they cried.



[image: images]




The queen nuzzled her husband-to-be’s nose, looking happier than the girls had ever seen her. Her eyes glowed as she raised her head and gave out the gentlest cry. “Heartsong!”

The girls looked around in confusion. There was no one else here. Who could Queen Aurora be talking to?

But moments later, the sound of hooves could be heard and a unicorn galloped through the air into view. Heartsong’s golden tail flew out behind her as the peach colour of her glossy coat caught the sunshine. She came to land before them, three lockets jingling around her throat.

“Yes, Your Majesties?” she said, and bowed. The girls could see a very hopeful look on her face.

“Heartsong, we need your help to plan a wedding,” said Aurora. The hair on her cheeks shifted to pink, as if she was blushing.

“That’s the very best news!” Heartsong’s words floated out on the air like a song. She turned to the girls. “And you must be Emily and Aisha. I’ve heard so much about you. I’m in charge of weddings in Enchanted Valley. Would you like to see my three lockets?”
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Aisha
and Emily are best

friends from Spellford

Village. Aisha loves sports,
whilst Emily’s favourite thing is
science. But what both girls
enjoy more than anything is
visiting Enchanted Valley
and helping their
unicorn friends, who
live there.

Heartsong is in charge
of weddings in Enchanted
Valley. Her three lockets
make sure that married
couples enjoy true love, and
that wedding celebrations
are truly magical.
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Selena is a wicked
unicorn who will do
anything to become queen
of Enchanted Valley. She’ll
even steal the magical lockets
if she has to. She won’t
give them back until the
unicorns crown her

queen.

Queen Aurora rules
over Enchanted
Valley and is in charge of
friendship; there’s nothing
more important than her
friends. She has a silver crown
and a beautiful coat which
can change colour.

The Crystal King looks
after a neighbouring valley,
and is a dear friend to Queen
Aurora. He wears a crown
of sparkling crystals on his
head, and has a glittering
silver mane and tail.






