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As families go, mine couldn’t really be any smaller.


It’s just Mum and me in our little flat on the third


floor of our tower block. Dad left when I was little,


and I don’t even have any grandparents. Mum has


to work long hours at the hospital so I usually get


a lift home with friends’ parents, but Mum is generally


back home in time to make me dinner. When she isn’t,


or she has to pop out, Mr Jenson across the hallway


keeps an eye on me.


I’d like to do more after school clubs, but they cost


money and, since Dad left, we don’t have much of that.


When he was around, he would sometimes come home


with a brown envelope full of money. I used to like it


when he did this because he’d buy me things I wanted.


“Let’s splash out, Danny-boy,” he used to say.


Mum never liked splashing out because it meant that


the money would be gone quickly. After Dad left there


was no more splashing out, only scraping by.







My best friend, Yaheetah, has two brothers and a


sister. Her house is all yelling and fighting and


laughing. I liked visiting her, but it always made me


realise how quiet our flat was in comparison.







I knew that having a brother or sister was out of


the question, but I really wanted a pet to liven up


the place. Even when Mum was there she was usually


cooking, tidying, talking on the phone or curled up


on the sofa trying not to fall asleep in front of the


television.


I wanted a pet for company.


Mum said ‘no’ of course. ‘No’ is her favourite word.


“Can I have a skateboard?” “No.” “Can I have a new


pair of trainers?” “No.” “Can I get a games console


that will play the new version of Knight-Time that


everyone is talking about?” “No.” “Can I have a pet?”


“No.” “Please?” “No.”


If you have ever asked your parents for anything, you’ll


know that it’s very important not to take ‘no’ for an


answer. If they say ‘no’ to a simple request, you should


change your approach. Beg, whine, sulk, and petition.


I had almost exhausted all possible approaches with


the pet campaign, but the answer was still ‘no’.


I was determined not to give up. I waited until Mum


was flopped in front of the television with a roast beef


sandwich. I had eaten at Mr Jenson’s earlier, because


Mum had been working late at the hospital.


She reached for the remote control to find that I had


hidden it. I stepped in front of the television, kneeling







down so that my head and shoulders were right in


front of the screen. I held a cardboard box in front


of me. I taped a piece of paper to it, which read:


THE GREAT PET DEBATE.







“Daniel—” Mum started.


“Welcome to the Great Debate,” I said in my best


television presenter voice. “I’m Howard Cheese. Here,


arguing the case against having a lovely pet that will


make our lives wonderful, is my mum and your mum


… she’s everyone’s mum. It’s Mum!”





















