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CAENARFON CASTLE
where Edward I made 
his son Prince of Wales




WALES



George was a Roman soldier who was born in Palestine about 280AD. In legend he’s famous for killing the dragon. He never came near England so it’s a bit of a mystery why his red cross became the national flag.
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ALBION
is an ancient name for England. It means white. Perhaps the name came from the White Cliffs.
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A MILLION YEARS AGO



What’s the name of this place?



Do us early humans speak or even have words for places and things?



ENGLAND



The footprints of the very first English people we know about were found in the mud on  a beach in Norfolk. They arrived nearly a million years ago. They weren’t quite the same as we are. They had smaller brains, lower foreheads and bigger chins. And of course England wouldn’t be called England until much later. There were no beaches in Norfolk then. The British Isles were connected to the rest of Europe by dry land.






	
			

			


12,000 BC 
 
It was at the end of the last Ice Age that modern humans like us began arriving in England across the plain of Doggerland which now lies at the bottom of the North Sea. Perhaps they made their way up the Thames, then a tributary of the river Rhine.
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ENGLAND
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By 6000 BC so much ice had melted into the sea that Britain had become an island. People sailed to and fro in boats. Many arrived from Spain. But these early inhabitants began to do things differently to their continental neighbours. For example, English stone axes were a bit smaller. 



It’s very pleasant living here.



DNA tests have proved that a 9,000-year-old skeleton found in Cheddar Gorge  belonged to an ancestor of Adrian Targett,  a schoolteacher living in the village of Cheddar today. Even older bones from the same cave suggest that some of our ancestors may have been cannibals!



Although England’s history is one of constant arrivals and departures, there are a few families who’ve stayed in exactly the same spot where their ancestors first settled thousands of years ago.






	
			

			


STONEHENGE (3000-2000 BC)



Stonehenge is the most famous ancient monument in England but similar stone circles were built all over western Europe during this period. We don’t really know their purpose. They were probably places of worship. By this time much of England had been cleared of woods and tracks criss-crossed the land. Modern roads often still follow their courses today.
 
Farmers grew wheat and barley  and kept pigs and cattle. Sheep  arrived during this period and  must have been brought over in boats. In fact, lots of trade took place with the rest of Europe.  The wrecks of several ships have been found from this time with  their cargoes still on board.
 
In 325 BC an Ancient Greek merchant, Pytheas, visited. He was the first known person ever to write about England. He described many small kingdoms living peacefully together in what he called Bretannike, from which we get the name Britain. 
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