

[image: cover]






[image: cover]







[image: images]



Chapter One: School Day Surprise


Chapter Two: Queen Selena the First


Chapter Three: The Peel Trail


Chapter Four: Selena’s Locket Switch


Chapter Five: Quaking Quarry


Chapter Six: Friendship Power!


Chapter Seven: Sticky Attack!


Chapter Eight: The Opening Ceremony Celebration






[image: cover]








[image: cover]








[image: cover]








[image: cover]










[image: images]






Chapter One


School Day Surprise


Emily Turner sat next to her best friend, Aisha Khan, and kicked her heels against her chair. Why did the last few minutes of school always seem to take for ever?


Emily loved school, but she couldn’t wait for the weekend to begin. She looked out of the window and sighed. She wished she was already in the park, learning some new football moves from Aisha.


The clock on the classroom wall was almost at three. The second hand counted down. Five, four, three, two …
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Bringggg! Finally, the bell! Chairs scraped on the floor as everyone scrambled out of their seats.


“Have a lovely weekend, everyone, and don’t forget your homework!” called Miss Mayhew above the noise, as everyone stuffed their pencil cases back into their bags.


Emily began to pack away … and then stopped. Where was her favourite pencil? The pink one with the unicorn at the end? It always sat at the top of her desk. But it wasn’t there now.


“Oh no!” she groaned. She quickly checked her pencil case.


“What’s wrong?” Aisha asked.


“I’ve lost my unicorn pencil,” Emily said to her friend. “The one you gave me for my birthday!”


Both Emily and Aisha loved unicorns. And they shared a special unicorn secret too.


“Don’t worry,” Aisha said. “I bet it’s just rolled off the desk.”


They peered under the desks and between the chair legs. All the other children were already hurrying out of the classroom, Miss Mayhew following behind.


On the floor, the girls found a hair elastic, a chewing-gum wrapper and plenty of dust, but Emily’s unicorn pencil was nowhere to be seen.


“It can’t have just vanished into thin air,” Aisha said, getting to her feet and looking around.


Emily sighed. “Well, we won’t find it now. Let’s go home.”


At the last moment, she decided to check her pocket. The pencil wasn’t there, but something inside was shining.
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“Aisha, my keyring’s glowing!” Emily said.


Aisha pulled her own keyring out. “So’s mine!”


Both girls were lucky enough to own beautiful crystal keyrings in the shape of unicorns. This was the special secret they shared. When the keyrings lit up, it meant their unicorn friend – Queen Aurora – was calling them. Queen Aurora ruled over Enchanted Valley, a magical place where unicorns lived, along with many other strange and wonderful creatures.


Even though it was time for the girls to go home from school, they knew they could travel to Enchanted Valley. In the ordinary world, time stood still while they were away. Still, they didn’t want anyone spotting them going off on their adventure!


“We’d better hide,” Aisha said. “Miss Mayhew might come back any minute now.”


They dashed out of the classroom, looking around. Across the corridor was a supply cupboard where they wouldn’t be seen. They ran over and opened the door to scramble inside.


In the dark of the cupboard, Aisha and Emily held up their keyrings and touched the tips of the unicorn horns together.


At once, a whirling spiral of multicoloured sparkles whooshed up around them. As the rainbow twinkles swirled before their eyes, their feet rose up from the floor. The girls floated in the air and the school cupboard vanished like a mist. The world seemed to hold its breath …


Next moment, the sparkles faded away and their feet sank down again. They were standing on the lush grass of Enchanted Valley. Nearby, on top of a hill, was Queen Aurora’s castle, with its four golden towers shaped like unicorn horns. Around it was a moat of blue water.


Right in front of them stood a huge silver stadium. Flags, pennants and ribbons fluttered from poles sticking up from the roof.


“The Enchanted Valley Games!” Emily cried, with a flutter of excitement. “They must be almost ready to start.”


The girls knew about the Games from their recent visits to the valley. Creatures were going to come from all over Enchanted Valley to compete in every event imaginable! Lots of different sports and games were included, from chess to volleyball, and they all had a magical twist. You could play a game of snap against a friendly crocodile, or bounce on magical trampolines that sent you up into the clouds!


[image: images]


Emily and Aisha had been looking forward to the Games, but the unicorns hadn’t been able to begin them yet, because of a wicked unicorn called Selena.


“I hope Selena hasn’t been causing any more trouble,” murmured Aisha as they walked towards the stadium.


Selena had stolen the magical lockets of the four Sports and Games Unicorns, and refused to give them back unless the unicorns made her queen. Until the lockets were all found and returned, the Games couldn’t begin. The girls had already helped Quickhoof get her Teamwork locket, Brightblaze retrieve her Confidence locket and Fairtail find her Sportsmanship locket. They knew there was still one locket left to return.


As they drew closer to the stadium, they saw a terrible sight. It was being taken to pieces! A group of badgers in overalls pushed wheelbarrows, carrying bits of the stadium away. Magpies took down the banners. Unicorns and other creatures packed away all the sports and games equipment.
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“Oh no! I think we’ve missed the Games!” Emily wailed.


Aisha pointed. “Look! There’s Queen Aurora,” she said. “She’ll know what’s going on.”


Queen Aurora walked towards them. Her coat shimmered with all the beautiful colours of the dawn, but her head hung and her tail drooped.


“Are we too late for the Games?” Emily asked.


“No,” sighed Queen Aurora. “The Games are cancelled. I’m sorry to say that Selena has won.”


“What?” both girls cried.


Queen Aurora’s eyes brimmed with tears. “I called you here to thank you for helping me so many times. But I won’t ask for your help any more. It’s all over. After today, I shall rule Enchanted Valley no more. Selena will be queen.”


Aisha and Emily looked at one another.


“H-how can you say that?” Aisha stammered. “How can you just give up?”


“I’m sorry,” Queen Aurora said. “There’s nothing I can do.”


Emily grabbed Aisha’s arm. “Hold on. Spiritmane’s locket is still missing, isn’t it? And it’s the Perseverance locket – the one that gives you the power to keep going. No wonder Queen Aurora wants to give up!”


“Of course,” Aisha said. ”She’s lost her power to stay determined! We need to find Spiritmane, and fast.”
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