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220 trillion 


years!


4


The total amount of water on Earth is about 


1.386 billion (1,386,000,000) cubic km. 


That’s the same as …


How much water is there?


That’s a LOT of water 


– but perhaps not quite 


as much as it seems. 


Compared to the 


enormous size of Earth, 


the seas and oceans 


are very shallow. 


(that’s a trillion 


trillion!) bathtubs 


full to the brim …


 (that’s a million 


million!) Olympic-sized 


swimming pools …


… or a shower lasting 


Of Earth's


water, about 


is salty 


seawater.




97%


2%





  Another 


is frozen into ice.




1%





Only 


is fresh (non-


salty), liquid 


water – the


kind that we 


can drink.


4.6 quintillion


554 trillion


In photos of Earth from space, the planet looks 


mostly blue. That’s because 71 per cent – almost 


three-quarters – of its surface is covered in water.




of water


A whole world


















All living things need water, but 


unfortunately, we are facing some 


big problems. 


In some places, climate change 


is causing powerful rainstorms 


and ﬂ oods.



In other places, there are 


droughts and water shortages.


Water is often polluted with 
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(and what you can do to help)





























































































































































































