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This one is in memory of Sam Wells.
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The family gathered in the visitor lot. Jorge Ochoa’s mother and brother and me. Mrs. Ochoa looked as if she were going to church in a pale yellow dress with white cuffs and collar, her hands wrapped in rosary beads. Oscar Ochoa was in full cholo regalia: baggy low-slung jeans cuffed over black Doc Martens, wallet chain, white T-shirt, and black Ray-Bans. His neck was wrapped in blue ink, complete with his Vineland Boyz moniker “Double O” prominently on display.


And me, I was in my Italian three-piece, looking good for the cameras, wrapped in the majesty of the law.


The sun was dropping in the sky and coming at a nearly flat angle through the prison’s twenty-foot exterior fence line, casting us all in the chiaroscuro light of a Caravaggio painting. I looked up at the guard tower and through the smoked glass thought I could see the silhouettes of men with long guns.


This was a rare moment. Corcoran State wasn’t a prison where men often left on their own two feet. It was an LWOP facility, for men serving life without parole. You checked in but you never checked out. This was where Charlie Manson died of old age. But many inmates didn’t make it to old age. Homicides in the cells were common. Jorge Ochoa was just two steel doors down from an inmate who had been beheaded and dismembered in his cell a few years back. His avowed Satanist cellmate had strung together his ears and fingers to make a necklace. That was Corcoran State.


But somehow Jorge Ochoa had survived fourteen years here for a murder he did not commit. And now this was his day. His life sentence had been vacated after a court finding of actual innocence. He was rising up, coming back to the land of the living. We had driven up from Los Angeles in my Lincoln, two media vans trailing us, to be at the gate to welcome him.


Promptly at 5 p.m. a series of horn blasts echoed across the prison and drew our attention. The cameramen from the two L.A. news stations hoisted their equipment to their shoulders while the reporters readied their microphones and checked their hair.


A door opened at the guardhouse at the bottom of the tower and a uniformed guard stepped out. He was followed by Jorge Ochoa.


“Dios mío,” Mrs. Ochoa exclaimed when she saw her son. “Dios mío.”


It was a moment she’d never seen coming. That nobody had seen coming. Until I took the case.


The guard unlocked a gate in the fence and Jorge was allowed to walk through. I noted that the clothes I had bought him for his release were a perfect fit. A black polo and tan chinos, white Nikes. I didn’t want him looking anything like his younger brother for the cameras. There was a wrongful-conviction lawsuit coming and it was never too early to engage in messaging the Los Angeles County jury pool.


Jorge walked toward us and at the last moment started to run. He bent down and grabbed his diminutive mother, lifted her off the ground at first and then gently put her down. They held each other for a solid three minutes while the cameras captured from all angles the tears they shed. Then it was Double O’s moment for hugging and manly back-pounding.


And then it was my turn. I put out my hand but Jorge pulled me into an embrace.


“Mr. Haller, I don’t know what to say,” he said. “But thank you.”


“It’s Mickey,” I said.


“You saved me, Mickey.”


“Welcome back to the world.”


Over his shoulder I saw the cameras recording our embrace. But in that moment I suddenly didn’t care about any of that. I felt the hollow I had carried inside for a long time start to close. I had resurrected this man from the dead. And with that came a fulfillment I had never known in the practice of law or in life.
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MARCH — THE HAYSTACK
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Bosch had the letter propped on the steering wheel. He noted that the printing was legible and the margins were clean. It was in English but not perfect English. There were misspellings and some words were misused. Homonyms, he thought. I din’t do this and want to higher you to clear me.


It was the last line of that paragraph that held his attention: The attorny said I had to plea guilty or I would get life for killing a law enforcement officer.


Bosch turned the page over to see if there was anything written on the back. There was a number stamped at the top, which meant someone in the intel unit at Chino had at least scanned the letter before it was approved and sent out.


Bosch carefully cleared his throat. It was raw from the latest treatment and he didn’t want to make things worse. He read the letter again. I didn’t like him but he was the father of my child. I would not kill him. Thats a lie.


He hesitated, unsure whether to put the letter in the possibles stack or the rejects stack. Before he could decide, the passenger door opened and Haller climbed in, grabbing the stack of unread letters off the seat and tossing them up on the dashboard.


“You didn’t get my text?” he asked.


“Sorry, I didn’t hear it,” Bosch said.


He put the letter on the dashboard and immediately started the Lincoln.


“Where to?” he asked.


“Airport courthouse,” Haller said. “And I’m late. I was hoping you would pick me up out front.”


“Sorry about that.”


“Yeah, well, tell that to the judge if I’m late for this hearing.”


Bosch dropped the transmission into drive and pulled away from the curb. He drove up to Broadway and turned into the entrance to the northbound 101. The rotary was lined with tents and cardboard shanties. The recent mayoral election had hinged on which candidate would do a better job with the city’s teeming homeless problem. So far, Bosch hadn’t noticed any changes.


Bosch immediately transitioned to the southbound 110, which would eventually get him to the Century Freeway and a straight shot to the airport.


“Any good ones?” Haller asked.


Bosch handed him the letter from Lucinda Sanz. Haller started reading it, then checked out the name of the inmate.


“A woman,” he said. “Interesting. What’s her story?”


“She killed her ex,” Bosch said. “Sounds like he was a cop. She pleaded nolo to manslaughter because they were holding life without over her head.”


“Man’s laughter … ”


Haller continued to read and then tossed the letter on top of the stack of letters he had thrown onto the dashboard.


“That’s the best you got?” he asked.


“So far,” Bosch said. “Still have more to go.”


“Says she didn’t do it but doesn’t say who did. What can we do with that?”


“She doesn’t know. That’s why she wants your help.”


Bosch drove in silence while Haller checked his phone and then called his case manager, Lorna, to go over his calendar. When he was finished, Bosch asked how long they would be at the next stop.


“Depends on my client and his mitigation witness,” Haller said. “He wants to ignore my advice and tell the judge why he’s not really all that guilty. I’d rather have his son beg for mercy for him, but I’m not sure he’ll show, whether he’ll talk, or how that will go.”


“What’s the case?” Bosch asked.


“Fraud. Guy’s looking at eight to twelve. You want to come in and watch?”


“No, I’m thinking that while we’re over there, I might drop by and see Ballard — if she’s around. It’s not far from the courthouse. Text when you’re finished in court and I’ll swing back.”


“If you even hear the text.”


“Then call me. I’ll hear that.”


Ten minutes later he pulled to a stop in front of the courthouse on La Cienega.


“Later, gator,” Haller said as he got out. “Turn your phone up.”


After he shut the door, Bosch adjusted his phone as instructed. He had not been completely open with Haller about his hearing loss. The cancer treatments at UCLA had affected his hearing. So far, he had no issue with voices and conversation, but some electronic noises were at the limits of his range. He had been experimenting with various ringtones and text alerts but was still searching for the right setting. In the meantime, rather than listening for incoming messages or calls, he relied more on the accompanying vibration. But he had put his phone in the car’s cup holder earlier and therefore missed both the sound and vibration that came when Haller wanted to be picked up outside the downtown courthouse.


As he pulled away, Bosch called Renée Ballard’s cell. She picked up quickly.


“Harry?”


“Hey.”


“You all right?”


“Of course. You at Ahmanson?”


“I am. What’s up?”


“I’m in the neighborhood. Okay if I swing by in a few minutes?”


“I’ll be here.”


“On my way.”
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The Ahmanson center was on Manchester ten minutes away. It was the Los Angeles Police Department’s main recruitment and training facility. But it also housed the department’s cold-case archive — six thousand unsolved murders going back to 1960. The Open-Unsolved Unit was located in an eight-person pod at the end of all the rows of shelving holding the murder books. Bosch had been there before and considered it sacred ground. Every row, every binder, was haunted by justice on hold.


At the reception desk Bosch was given a visitor’s tag to clip to his pocket and sent back to see Ballard. He declined an escort and said he knew the way. Once he went through the archive door, he walked along the row of shelves, noting the case years on index cards taped on the endcaps.


Ballard was at her desk at the back of the pod in the open area beyond the shelves. Only one of the other cubicles was occupied. In it sat Colleen Hatteras, the unit’s Investigative Genetic Genealogy expert and closet psychic. Colleen looked happy to see Bosch when she noticed his approach. The feeling wasn’t mutual. Bosch had served a short stint on the all-volunteer cold-case team the year before, and he had clashed with Hatteras over her supposed hyper-empathic abilities.


“Harry Bosch!” she exclaimed. “What a nice surprise.”


“Colleen,” Bosch said. “I didn’t think you could be surprised.”


Hatteras kept her smile as she registered Bosch’s crack.


“Still the same old Harry,” she said.


Ballard turned in her swivel chair and broke into the conversation before it could go from cordial to contentious.


“Harry,” she said. “What brings you by?”


Bosch approached Ballard and turned slightly to lean on the cubicle’s separation wall. This put his back to Hatteras. He lowered his voice so he could speak as privately to Ballard as possible.


“I just dropped Haller off at the airport courthouse,” he said. “Thought I might just come by to see how things are going over here.”


“Things are going well,” Ballard said. “We’ve closed nine cases so far this year. A lot of them through IGG and Colleen’s good work.”


“Great. Did you put some people in jail or were they cleared others?”


What occurred often in cold-case investigations was a DNA hit leading to a suspect who was long dead or already incarcerated for other crimes with a life sentence. This, of course, solved the case, but it was carried on the books as “cleared other” because no prosecution resulted.


“No, we’ve put some bodies in lockup,” Ballard said. “About half, I’d say. The main thing is the families, though. Just letting them know that it’s cleared whether the suspect’s alive or dead.”


“Right,” Bosch said. “Yeah.”


But telling members of a victim’s family that the case had been solved but the identified suspect was dead had always bothered Bosch when he’d worked cold cases. To Bosch, it was admitting that the killer had gotten away with it. And there was no justice in that.


“So that’s it?” Ballard asked. “You’re just dropping by to say hi and bust Colleen’s chops?”


“No, that wasn’t what … ” Bosch mumbled. “I wanted to ask you something.”


“Then ask.”


“I’ve got a couple names. People in prison. I wanted to get case numbers, maybe pull cases.”


“Well, if they’re in lockup, then you’re not talking about cold cases.”


“Right. I know.”


“Then, what … you want me to — Harry, are you kidding?”


“Uh, no, what do you mean?”


Ballard turned and sat up straight so she could glance over her privacy wall at Hatteras. Hatteras had her eyes on her computer screen, which meant she was probably trying to hear their conversation.


Ballard stood up and started walking toward the main aisle that ran in front of the archives.


“Let’s go up and get a coffee,” she said.


She didn’t wait for Bosch to answer. She kept going and he followed. When he glanced back at Hatteras, she was watching them go.


As soon as they got to the break room, Ballard turned and confronted him.


“Harry, are you kidding me?”


“What are you talking about?”


“You’re working for a defense attorney. You want me to run names for a defense attorney?”


Bosch paused. He hadn’t seen it that way until this moment.


“No, I didn’t think that — ”


“Yeah, you didn’t think. I can’t run names for you if you’re working for the Lincoln Lawyer. They could fire my ass without even a board of rights. And don’t think there aren’t people over at the PAB gunning for me. There are.”


“I know, I know. Sorry, I didn’t think it through. Forget I was even here. I’ll leave you alone.”


He turned toward the door, but Ballard stopped him.


“No, you’re here, we’re here. Let’s have that cup of coffee.”


“Uh, well, okay. You sure?”


“Just sit down. I’ll get it.”


There was one table in the break room. It was pushed up against the wall, with chairs on the three open sides. Bosch sat down and watched as Ballard filled to-go cups with coffee and brought them over. Like Ballard, Bosch took his coffee black, and she knew this.


“So,” she said after sitting down. “How are you, Harry?”


“Uh, good,” Bosch said. “No complaints.”


“I was over at Hollywood Division about a week ago and ran into your daughter.”


“Yeah, Maddie told me, said you had a guy in a holding cell.”


“A case from ’89. A rape-murder. We got the DNA hit but couldn’t find him. Put out a warrant and he got picked up over there on a traffic violation. He didn’t know we were even looking for him. Anyway, Maddie said you got into some kind of test program at UCLA?”


“Yeah, a clinical trial. Supposedly running a seventy percent extension rate for what I’ve got.”


“‘Extension’?”


“Extension of life. Remission if you’re lucky.”


“Oh. Well, that’s great. Is it getting results with you?”


“Too early to tell. And they don’t tell you if you’re getting the real shot or the placebo. So who knows.”


“That kinda sucks.”


“Yeah. But … I’ve had a few side effects, so I think I’m getting the real stuff.”


“Like what?”


“My throat is pretty rough and I’m getting tinnitus and hearing loss, which is kind of driving me crazy.”


“Well, are they doing something about it?”


“Trying to. But that’s what being in the test group is about. They monitor this stuff, try to deal with side effects.”


“Right. When Maddie told me, I was kind of surprised. Last time we talked, you said you were just going to let nature take its course.”


“I sort of changed my mind.”


“Maddie?”


“Yeah, pretty much. Anyway … ”


Bosch leaned forward and picked up his cup. The coffee was still too hot to drink, especially with his ravaged throat, but he wanted to stop talking about his medical situation. Ballard was one of the few people he had told about it, so he felt she deserved an update, but his practice had been not to dwell on the situation and the various possibilities for his future.


“So tell me about Haller,” Ballard said. “How’s that going?”


“Uh, it’s going,” Bosch said. “Staying pretty busy with the stuff coming in.”


“And now you’re driving him?”


“Not always, but it gives us time to talk through the requests. They keep coming, you know?”


The year before, when Bosch worked as a volunteer with Ballard in the Open-Unsolved Unit, they broke open a case that identified a serial killer who had operated unknown in the city for several years. During the investigation, they’d also determined that the killer was responsible for a murder for which an innocent man named Jorge Ochoa had been imprisoned. When politics in the district attorney’s office prevented immediate action to free Ochoa, Ballard tipped Haller to the case. Haller went to work and in a highly publicized habeas hearing was granted a court order freeing Ochoa and declaring him innocent. The media attention garnered by the case resulted in a flood of letters and collect phone calls to Haller from inmates in prisons across California, Arizona, and Nevada. All of them professed their innocence and pleaded for his help. Haller set up what amounted to an in-house innocence project and installed Bosch to do the initial review of the claims. Haller wanted a gatekeeper with an experienced detective’s eye.


“These two names you wanted me to run — you think they’re innocent?” Ballard asked.


“It’s too early for that,” Bosch said. “All I have are their letters from prison. But since I started this, I’ve rejected everything except these two. Something about them tells me I should at least take a further look.”


“So based on a hunch, you’re going to run with them.”


“More than a hunch, I think. Their letters seem … desperate in a certain way. Hard to explain. I don’t mean like desperate to get out of prison but desperate … to be believed, if that makes sense. I just need to take a look at the cases. Maybe then I find their bullshit.”


Ballard pulled her phone out of her back pocket.


“What are the names?” she asked.


“No, I don’t want you to do anything,” Bosch said. “I shouldn’t have asked.”


“Just give me the names. I’m not going to do anything right now with Colleen in the pod. I’m just going to send myself an email with the names. It’ll remind me to get back to you if I get something.”


“Colleen. She’s still sticking her nose into everything?”


“Not so much, but I don’t want her to know anything about this.”


“You sure? Maybe she can just get a feeling or a vibe and tell me whether they’re guilty or not. Save both of us a lot of time.”


“Harry, give it a rest, would you?”


“Sorry. Had to.”


“She does good work on the IGG stuff. That’s all I care about. It makes it worth putting up with her ‘vibes’ in the long run.”


“I’m sure.”


“I have to get back to the pod. Are you going to give me the names?”


“Lucinda Sanz. She’s in Chino. And Edward Dale Coldwell. He’s at Corcoran.”


“Caldwell?”


“No, Cold — Coldwell.”


She was typing with her thumbs on her phone. “DOBs?”


“They didn’t think to add those in their letters. I have inmate numbers if that helps.”


“Not really.”


She slid her phone back into her pocket.


“Okay, if I get anything, I’ll call you.”


“Thanks.”


“But let’s not make it a habit, okay?”


“It won’t be.”


Ballard took her coffee and headed toward the door. Bosch stopped her with a question.


“So who’s gunning for you?”


“What do you mean?”


“Downstairs you said there are people gunning for you.”


“Oh, just the usual shit. People hoping I’ll fail. Your everyday woman-in-charge stuff.”


“Well, fuck them.”


“Yeah, fuck them. I’ll see you, Harry.”


“See you.”
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Bosch was already back on La Cienega by the courthouse when Haller texted that he was finished with the sentencing hearing. Bosch texted that he’d be out front. He pulled the Navigator up to the glass exit doors just as Haller was coming through. Bosch hit the button to unlock the doors, and Haller opened the back and jumped into the seat. He closed the door but Bosch didn’t move the SUV, just stared at him in the rearview.


Haller settled in and then realized they weren’t moving.


“Okay, Harry, we can — ”


He realized his mistake, opened the door, and got out. The front door opened and he climbed into the passenger seat.


“Sorry,” he said. “Force of habit.”


They had a deal. On the occasions that Bosch drove the Lincoln, he insisted that Haller ride in the front seat so that they could converse side by side. Bosch had been adamant: he would not play chauffeur to a defense lawyer, even if that attorney happened to be his half brother who had hired him so that he could get private health insurance and be in the clinical trial at UCLA.


Satisfied he had made a proper stand, Bosch pulled away from the curb and said, “Where to?”


“West Hollywood,” Haller said. “Lorna’s apartment.”


Bosch moved into the left lane so he could make a U-turn and head north. He had already driven Haller to many meetings with Lorna, either at her place or at Hugo’s up the street if food was involved. Since the so-called Lincoln Lawyer worked out of his car instead of an office, Lorna managed things from her condo on Kings Road. It was the center of the practice.


“How’d things go back there?” Bosch asked.


“Uh, let’s just say that my client received the full measure of the law,” Haller said.


“Sorry to hear it.”


“The judge was an asshole. I don’t think he even read the PSR.”


It had been Bosch’s experience when he was a sworn officer that presentencing reports weren’t usually favorable to the offender, so he wasn’t sure why Haller thought a careful reading of the PSR by the judge in this case could have resulted in a lesser sentence. Before he could ask about it, Haller reached forward to the center screen on the dashboard, pulled up the favorites list from his contacts, and placed a call to Jennifer Aronson, the associate in the firm of Michael Haller and Associates. The Bluetooth system brought the call up on the vehicle’s speakers and Bosch heard both sides of it.


“Mickey?”


“Where you at, Jen?”


“My house. Just got back from the city attorney’s office.”


“How’d that go?”


“Just round one, really. Bit of a game of chicken. Nobody wants to say a number first.”


Bosch knew that Haller had trusted Aronson with the Jorge Ochoa negotiation. Haller and Associates had filed a lawsuit against the city and the LAPD for his wrongful conviction and incarceration. Though the city and police department were protected by state-mandated limits to financial settlements in such matters, there were aspects of the poor and possibly corrupt handling of the case that allowed Ochoa to seek other financial penalties. The city hoped to head that off with a negotiated settlement.


“Hold the line,” Haller said. “They’ll pay.”


“Hope so,” Aronson said. “How’d it go at the airport?”


“He got the full Monty. The judge probably never even looked at the childhood-trauma stuff. I tried to bring it up but he shut it down. And it didn’t help that my guy pleaded for mercy by telling the judge he hadn’t really meant to defraud all those people. So off he goes. He’ll probably do seven years if he doesn’t act out.”


“Anybody there for him except you?”


“Only me.”


“What about the guy’s kid? I thought you had him queued up.”


“Didn’t show. Anyway, moving on, I’m going to sit down with Lorna in about thirty to look at the calendar. You want to sit in?”


“I can’t. I just came home to grab something to eat. I promised my sister I’d go up to Sylmar to see Anthony today.”


“Right. Well, good luck with that. Let me know if I can help.”


“Thanks. Are you with Harry Bosch?”


“Sittin’ right next to him.”


Haller looked at Bosch and nodded as if he were making up for jumping in the back seat earlier.


“Are we on speaker?” Aronson said. “Can I talk to him?”


“Sure can,” Haller said. “Go.”


He pointed to Bosch.


“You’re on,” he said.


“Harry, I know you’ve drawn a line about not doing defense work per se,” Aronson said.


Bosch nodded his head but then realized she couldn’t see this.


“Right,” he said.


“Well, I could really use you to just look at a case,” Aronson said. “No investigatory work. Just look at what I’ve got so far from the DA.”


Bosch knew that the main juvenile detention center for the north county was in Sylmar in the San Fernando Valley.


“It’s a juvie case?” he asked.


“Yes, my sister’s son,” Aronson said. “Anthony Marcus. He’s sixteen but they’re going to move to try him as an adult. There’s a hearing next week and I’m desperate, Harry. I need to help him.”


“What’s the charge?”


“They say he shot a cop but there’s just nothing in this boy’s character that says he would do something like this.”


“Where? What agency?”


“LAPD. It’s a West Valley case. It happened in Woodland Hills.”


“Is he alive or dead? The cop.”


“He’s alive. He only got shot in the leg or something. But Anthony wouldn’t have done this and he told me he didn’t. He said there had to be another shooter because it wasn’t him.”


Bosch reached up to the dashboard screen and punched the mute button. He looked over at Haller.


“Are you kidding?” Bosch said. “You want me to work for a kid who shot an LAPD cop? I’m already looking at this case from Chino where the woman shot a LEO. You know what this could do to me out there?”


“Hello?” Aronson said. “Did I lose you?”


“I’m not asking you to work the case,” Haller said. “She is, and all she wants is for you to look at the file she has. That’s it. Just read the reports and tell her what you think. Then you’re done with it. You won’t be attached to it and nobody will ever know.”


“But I’ll know,” Bosch said.


“Hello?” Aronson repeated.


Bosch shook his head and unmuted the call.


“Sorry,” he said. “Lost you for a few seconds there. What kind of documents do you have?”


“Well, there’s an investigator’s chronology,” Aronson said. “And there’s an incident report and the medical report on the officer. There’s an evidence report but there’s really nothing on it. I was going to call the assigned prosecutor today and see when the next discovery drop will be. But bottom line is I just think there’s something wrong here. I’ve known this kid all his life and he is not violent. He’s gentle. He’s — ”


“Are there any witness reports?” Bosch asked.


“Uh, no, no witnesses,” Aronson said. “It’s basically his word against what the police say.”


Bosch was silent. It sounded like a case he wouldn’t want to be anywhere near. Haller broke into the silence.


“Tell you what, Jennifer,” he said. “Email what you’ve got to Lorna and tell her to print it. Harry will have eyes on it in thirty minutes. We are headed to her place now.”


Haller looked at Bosch.


“Unless you’re saying no,” he said.


Bosch slowly shook his head. This was not what he had signed up for. He didn’t want the last act of his professional life to be helping criminals. The haystack work, as Haller called it, was one thing. Finding innocence among the many convicted felt to Bosch like a check on a system he knew firsthand was imperfect. But assisting in the defense of someone accused was something else in his mind.


“I’ll take a look,” he said grudgingly. “But if there’s any follow-up work needed, you have to go to Cisco for that.”


Dennis “Cisco” Wojciechowski was Haller and Associates’ longtime investigator — and Lorna Taylor’s husband.


“Thank you, Harry,” Aronson said. “Please call me as soon as you’ve had a chance to look it over.”


“Sure,” Bosch said. “Why does your sister want you to go up there to see the kid?”


“Because she says he’s not doing well,” Aronson said. “He’s getting bullied by other kids there. I figure if I can sit with him for an hour, that’s an hour he doesn’t have to be afraid.”


“Okay, well, I’ll look at the stuff from the file as soon as I get it,” Bosch said.


“Thank you, Harry,” Aronson said again. “I really, really appreciate it.”


“Anything else on your end, Jennifer?” Haller asked.


“No, just what I said,” she said.


“When’s the next meet with the city attorney’s office?” Haller asked.


“Tomorrow afternoon,” Aronson said.


“Good,” Haller said. “Keep the pressure on. Let’s talk after that.”


Haller disconnected and they drove in silence for a bit. Bosch was not happy and wasn’t trying to hide it.


“Harry, just look at the file and tell her you got nothing,” Haller said. “She’s too emotionally invested in the case. She’s got to learn to — ”


“I know she’s invested,” Bosch said. “I don’t blame her. But what is happening now is exactly what I told you I didn’t want to happen. One more time and I’m out. You understand?”


“I understand,” Haller said.


They made good time to West Hollywood, which was a relief to Bosch since there was a steely silence in the car after the phone call with Aronson. Bosch turned off Santa Monica Boulevard onto Kings Road and cruised two blocks south. Haller had texted Lorna about their imminent arrival and she was standing at a red curb waiting, file in hand. The windows on the Navigator were smoked. When Bosch pulled to a stop, Lorna stepped off the curb, walked around the back of the SUV, and got in the passenger seat behind Bosch.


“Oh,” she said to Haller. “I thought you’d be in your usual spot.”


“Not when Harry’s driving,” Haller said. “Did you print out the stuff from Jennifer?”


“Got it right here.”


“Pass that up to Harry so he can take a look while I jump in the back with you.”


Bosch was handed a file. He opened it and tried to tune out the conversation from the back as Haller started going over his court calendar and other case-related matters with Lorna. Bosch’s starting point was the incident report.


The kid’s name was Anthony Marcus. He was about to spend his seventeenth birthday in the juvenile detention center in Sylmar. He was accused of shooting a patrol cop named Kyle Dexter with the officer’s own gun. According to the report, Dexter and his partner Yvonne Garrity had responded to a burglary-in-progress call at a home on Califa Street in Woodland Hills. Upon arrival they searched the exterior of the house and found a sliding door on a rear pool deck open. They called for backup, but before other officers arrived, Dexter saw a figure in dark clothing run from the house, climb over a wall behind the pool, and drop down to Valley Circle Boulevard, which ran parallel to Califa. He told Garrity to get the patrol car while he chased the fleeing figure. Dexter climbed the wall and pursued. The chase lasted several blocks and ended when Dexter followed the suspect around a corner at Valerie Avenue. The suspect had stopped, apparently thinking he had lost his pursuer, and Dexter turned the corner and came upon him. He drew his weapon and ordered the suspect to kneel and lace his fingers behind his head. The suspect complied and Dexter radioed his location to his partner and backup officers. When he moved in to handcuff the suspect, a struggle ensued and Dexter was shot. The suspect then ran off but was quickly apprehended by the other officers who were now responding to Dexter’s officer-down call.


The suspect was arrested and identified as Anthony Marcus. He denied burglarizing the house or running from the police. He claimed he had snuck out of his nearby home and was walking to his girlfriend’s house for a secret rendezvous when he was suddenly confronted by Dexter. He also denied shooting Dexter but admitted that he ran from the scene after the shot was fired and Dexter went down because he didn’t know what was happening and who was shooting at them.


Bosch read the report twice and pulled up Google Maps on his phone. He looked at a map and then street photos of the chase route and compared them to the details contained in the report. This gave him a better understanding of the direction, terrain, and distance of the chase. He then moved on to the medical report filed by the Force Investigation Division. FID handled all officer-involved shootings, even those where an officer was the victim. The medical report stated that Dexter was wounded twice by the same bullet, which grazed the outside of his right calf at a downward angle and then passed through his shoe and foot. He was treated in the ER at the Warner Medical Center and discharged.


Bosch heard Haller in the back seat telling Lorna to turn down a prospective client charged with distributing Chinese fentanyl, even though the client was willing to pay a $100,000 retainer for the Lincoln Lawyer’s services.


“Fentanyl’s on my no-fly list,” Haller said. “Tell him no.”


“I know,” Lorna said. “I just thought you’d want to know what he was offering on the retainer.”


“Worse than blood money. Next.”


Lorna told him about another case: The potential client was charged with fraud for selling a guitar he claimed had been signed by John Lennon; the buyer found out after the deal went down that the guitar had been manufactured after Lennon died, so clearly he could not have signed it. The defendant was a dealer of online rock and roll memorabilia and the DA was reviewing other past sales of guitars allegedly signed by now-dead rock stars like Jimi Hendrix and Kurt Cobain. The case could get more serious.


Haller told Lorna he’d take that case but would need a $25,000 retainer up front.


“Think that will be a problem?” Haller asked.


“I’ll find out and let you know,” Lorna said.


Bosch went back to reading the reports for the Marcus case. There was an investigative chronology with brief entries covering the steps the FID investigators had taken. One of the last entries noted that investigators met with a fingerprint technician at the house on Califa Street. Bosch knew from experience that this meant they were trying to tie Marcus to the break-in that had spawned the whole event. If they could put him in the house, it would block a possible defense claim that Marcus was not the burglar whom Dexter and Garrity saw fleeing. The chrono did not say what, if anything, the fingerprint tech had found.


Among the reports was an inventory of property taken from Marcus after his arrest and a description of his clothes. He had been wearing blue jeans, black Nikes, and what was described as a USC hoodie. In his pockets were a house key, a condom packet, and a roll of breath mints. There was also a lab report for a gunshot-residue test conducted on the suspect, which was positive for GSR on his hands and the right arm of his hoodie.


The last document in the package was a transcript of the radio calls Dexter and Garrity had made during the event. The first was Garrity’s initial call for backup, followed by her call saying there was a fleeing suspect and giving a description of someone in dark pants and a dark hoodie. Bosch paid close attention to the calls for help that came from Dexter moments later and noted that the transcript showed that only eight seconds elapsed between Dexter calling in his location and stating that he had the suspect in custody and his officer-down call:


01:43:23 — Officer Dexter: Suspect code four Valerie west of Valley Circle.


01:43:31 — Officer Dexter: Officer down, officer down …


01:43:36 — Officer Dexter: He shot me. He shot me …


01:43:42 — Officer Dexter: Suspect is GOA, going west on Valerie. Maroon USC hoodie.


After Bosch reviewed everything in the file, he had some definite thoughts about what had gone down in the shooting. He checked the rearview mirror. Haller and Lorna were now talking about clients who had not yet paid for legal services rendered. It was too close a space to carry on two separate conversations.


“I’m going to step out and call Jennifer,” Bosch said.


“Thank you, Harry,” Haller said.
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Bosch put the file containing the Marcus case reports on the hood of the Navigator and called Aronson. She answered right away.


“Harry, I’m waiting to see Anthony at the detention center. They’re going to take me back anytime now.”


“Okay, you can call me later. I looked at the records you sent on his case.”


“Thank you so much. Did you see anything?”


“Listen, I don’t want my name mixed up in this. Are we clear on that? Whatever you do with what I tell you, it doesn’t include me. Okay?”


“Of course. I already agreed to that. It goes no further than this call.”


Bosch was silent for a long moment as he decided whether to trust her.


“Are you still there?” Aronson said.


“Yes, I’m here,” Bosch said. “So, you said you were going to call the prosecutor to see if there was any update on discovery. Did you do that?”


“Uh, no, not yet.”


“Well, the chrono says they brought a print tech to the house your client supposedly broke into.”


“Which he says he didn’t do.”


“Right. But the chrono doesn’t say what the tech found. They were obviously looking for a print from your client in the house because that would tie him to the burglary and catch him in a direct lie in his initial statement. So you’ve got to get a report on what the print guy found, if anything.”


“Okay, I’ll get on that. What else?”


“I looked at the Google Maps of the area where this went down, and the house at the corner of Valley Circle and Valerie Avenue has a hedge that runs the lot lines.”


“Okay. What does that mean?”


“Well, Dexter chased the burglary suspect up Valley Circle and then he followed when the guy turned left onto Valerie. Because of the hedge, he would have lost sight of the suspect.”


“Which supports Anthony’s claim that he’s not the burglar Dexter was chasing.”


“Possibly, yeah.”


“That’s good, but the burglary is the least of our problems. It’s the shooting they want to burn him for. What else did you see?”


“The property report. Anthony had a condom in his pocket along with breath mints and a house key.”


“Which of course supports his story, not theirs.”


“But what he didn’t have is important. No burglary tools, no gloves. There are no gloves in the evidence report. This is why they sent the fingerprint tech into the house. If he wasn’t wearing gloves then they should have found his prints in there. And if they didn’t, then …”


“Good, Harry. That’s the first thing I’ll ask about when I get to the DA.”


“The radio transcript you have here is also important. When the chase starts, Dexter’s partner Garrity calls out a description. She says the suspect is a white male in dark clothes. Then after Dexter gets shot, he gets on the radio and says the suspect is GOA and wearing a USC hoodie.”


“‘GOA’?”


“Cop code for ‘gone on arrival.’ It means he ran. But the important thing is the hoodie. USC hoodies are usually maroon with gold letters. How come Garrity didn’t get the USC part when they first saw the guy?”


“Maybe his back was to them and they couldn’t see.”


“Possibly, but it’s a discrepancy. Another is if there are no prints putting him in the house.”


“Right. That’s a good start, Harry. I think I can work with that. Anything else?”


Bosch hesitated. He believed there were more significant inconsistencies in the police reports and possibly even something more wrong with what had gone down that night on Valerie Avenue. But somehow he felt guilty about giving this information to a defense attorney. And then Aronson asked the question he was most reticent about answering.


“So then who shot Dexter?” she said. “You think the real burglar came up from behind or something? Anthony said he didn’t see anybody else.”


“No, I don’t think that’s what happened,” Bosch said. “I think the real burglar probably cut between a couple of the houses and hid out in a backyard until it was clear.”


“Then what happened? The reports say there’s gunshot residue on Anthony’s hands.”


“The GSR can be explained. I think there is a possibility that Dexter shot himself and blamed Anthony so he wouldn’t lose his job.”


“Harry, you’re a fucking genius.”


“I’m not telling you this as some kind of defense strategy. Based on these reports, I think it could have happened.”


“Okay,” Aronson said. Her tone was deadly serious. “Walk me through it.”


“Look, again, I’m not saying this is what happened, okay?” Bosch said. “I don’t know what happened. But it wouldn’t be the first time that some dumbass cop shot himself and tried to blame somebody else for it. If you admit you shot yourself by accident, you’re pretty much done in the department. It’s time to find a new job.”


“I understand. Just walk me through what could have happened and I’ll take it from there.”


“Well, we know from Anthony that Dexter had his weapon out and drew down on him. It was an adrenaline-fueled chase and then arrest. Before approaching him, he made Anthony get on his knees and lace his fingers behind his head. The procedure would then be to grab and hold the suspect’s wrists with one hand and holster your weapon with the other. Then you cuff the suspect. According to the transcript of the radio calls, Dexter said the suspect was code four, which means in custody. And then eight seconds later he makes the officer-down call.”


“Oh my God, Dexter shot himself!”


Aronson was almost gleeful in her response as she saw an open route to successfully defending her sister’s kid.


“I don’t know what happened,” Bosch said. “And neither do you. But a couple things. The first is that Anthony did not have Dexter’s handcuffs on his wrists when he was caught later. So whatever happened, it happened before Dexter was able to handcuff him. Then you have the trajectory of the bullet that was fired.”


“Down through his foot,” Aronson said.


“After wounding the outside of his right calf. Definite downward trajectory. What you need to find out is if Dexter is right-handed and holstered his weapon on his right side. It could mean he unintentionally fired the gun while attempting to holster it. Remember, it was a high-tension, adrenalized moment. It’s happened before.”


“And he’s willing to send a sixteen-year-old boy to prison to cover his own fuckup.”


“Maybe. There was nothing in what you got that said how long he’s been with the LAPD. I’m guessing not long. Accidental discharge is usually a rookie mistake. This could also explain the GSR on Anthony. He was in a kneeling position, hands behind his head, Dexter right behind him. Depending on how tall Dexter is, this position puts Anthony’s hands and right arm close to a right-handed discharge of the weapon.”


“Oh my God … I’ll be getting all that information before the end of the day.”


“Well, keep in mind that if you’re looking at it this way, FID probably is too. That fingerprint report is important.”


“Harry, I can’t thank you enough for this.”


“You can thank me by keeping me out of it.”


“You don’t have to worry. You are completely out. But I have to go. They just signaled me that they’ve put Anthony in the attorney-client room.”


“Okay, good luck.”


Aronson disconnected. Bosch took the file off the hood and got back into the driver’s seat of the Navigator. Haller and Lorna were apparently finished with the casework and engaged in small talk about Haller’s daughter, Hayley, who was studying for the bar exam after having finished law school at USC.


“You’ll have to change the firm’s name to Haller, Haller, and Associates,” Lorna said.


“I don’t think she wants to pursue criminal law,” Haller said. “She wants to go into environmental law and help save the planet.”


“Good intentions, but boring as hell.”


“She’ll find her way.”


“All right, boys, I’m out of here. Mickey, I’ll let you know about the guitar fraud. Hopefully he can pay the retainer.”


“Hopefully.”


Bosch heard Lorna pull up the door handle to get out.


“Hold it,” he said.


He checked the side-view mirror to make sure she wasn’t about to swing the door out into traffic.


“Okay, you’re clear,” he said.


“Thanks, Harry,” Lorna said.


She got out and closed the door.


“Would it have killed you to get out and open the door for her?” Haller asked.


“Probably not,” Bosch said. “My bad. Where to now?”


“That’s it,” Haller said. “I’m done for the day and you can take me home.”


Bosch checked the dash clock. It wasn’t yet two, and this would be an early work stop. He didn’t put the car in gear. He waited and soon Haller realized why.


“Oh, right,” he said.


He got out and then got back in, this time in the front seat, moving the Anthony Marcus file to the dashboard.


“You come up with anything on this case?” he asked. “Looked like you did most of the talking on that call.”


“I think so,” Bosch said. “Gave her a pathway, you could say.”


“Well, good. I hope it didn’t darken your soul, having to do that.”


“A bit. But I’ll deal with it. Just remember, that was a one-off, Mick, and it was easy. But I’m going back to the haystack now.”


“Which is exactly where I need you. Find me the needle.”


Bosch checked the side-view, pulled away from the curb, and headed toward Haller’s home. After a few minutes of silence, Bosch spoke.


“On that Ochoa negotiation with the city attorney, what do you stand to make from that?”


“Well, we have a sliding rate for all such cases. We get a standard twenty-five percent of the first million, goes up to thirty-three on a prorated scale. Most lawyers have a flat rate of a third or higher all the way through. Me, my cut gets bigger only if the check gets bigger.”


“Not bad when it’s a slam dunk like that one looks to be.”


“It’s never as easy as it looks.”


“But with the haystack, you’re not doing it for that second-level payout, right?”


“It’s strictly pro bono on all the work we do up front. Now, if we get somebody out, I’m happy to represent them in a suit for damages and compensation at my usual rate. But that’s pie-in-the-sky money. In most cases compensation is limited by state caps. So could there be money down the line, yes. But this is not a moneymaking operation. Why do you think I was going over cases with Lorna? I need to put gas in the tank. I need paying cases so you can work the haystack.”


“I just wanted to be sure, that’s all.”


“Well, you can be. The deal I made with Ochoa was made before all the letters started coming in, and it was Hayley who suggested I create my own little innocence project. The only difference is the real Innocence Project takes donations to the cause. I don’t.”


“Got it.”


They dropped back into silence until Bosch started up the hill on Fareholm. He passed Haller’s house and turned around at the top, then came back down and parked at the curb by the stairs to Haller’s front door.


They both got out.


“Thank you, Harry,” Haller said.


“What are you going to do?” Bosch asked.


“Well, I haven’t had a half day off like this in months. I don’t want to waste it. I might go over to Wilshire and hit the range.”


“You play golf?”


“Taking lessons.”


“And you’re a member at Wilshire?”


“Joined a few months ago.”


“Good for you.”


“What’s that mean, that tone?”


“Nothing. Just means good for you that you’re in a club. You deserve it.”


“I got a friend in the public defender’s office who’s a member. He sponsored me.”


“Nice.”


“What are you going to do this afternoon?”


“I don’t know. Probably take a nap.”


“You should.”


Bosch handed him the keys to the Lincoln and started walking down the street to where he had parked his Cherokee. Haller called after him.


“How’s the new car?” he said.


“Like it,” Bosch said. “Still miss the old one.”


“That’s so Bosch.”


Bosch wasn’t sure what that meant. He had found and bought a 1994 Jeep Cherokee to replace the one he had lost in a crash during the investigation he’d been on with Ballard the year before. The “new” old car had fewer miles on it and a better suspension. It had come with new tires and a recent paint job. It didn’t have all the bells and whistles that the Navigator had, but it was good enough to get him home.
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After waking from a lengthy afternoon nap, Bosch checked his phone and saw he’d slept through a series of texts; he read the messages from his daughter, Ballard, Aronson, and a bartender at the Catalina Bar and Grill. He got up, washed his face, and went out to the dining room, where the table had long ago become a desk. He stopped at the shelves by the turntable, flipped through his record collection, and pulled out an old one that had been one of his mother’s favorites. Released in 1960 — a year before her death — the album had been kept in pristine condition. Bosch’s care over the years had been motivated by respect for the recording artist as well as for his mother.


He carefully dropped the needle on the second track of Introducing Wayne Shorter. Stepping out from Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers to record his first effort as a leader, Shorter soon after was playing the tenor saxophone alongside Miles Davis and Herbie Hancock. Theo at the Catalina had left Bosch the message that Shorter had just passed on.


Bosch stood there in front of his speakers and listened to the moves made by Shorter on track two. His breath, his finger work, it was all there. It had been more than six decades since Bosch had first heard these notes, but the news of Shorter’s death had triggered the memory of this song that still meant so much to him. The track ended and Bosch carefully lifted the arm, drew it back, and started “Harry’s Last Stand” once more. He then moved to the table to go back to work.


Maddie’s message was short, her daily check on him. He would respond with a call to her later. Ballard had texted to say she’d sent him an email. He logged in and saw she’d forwarded links to two Los Angeles Times stories from five years earlier. Bosch started to read them in chronological order.


Ex-Wife Charged in Slaying of Hero Deputy
By Scott Anderson, Times Staff Writer


The former wife of a Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputy once lauded for his bravery in the face of fire has been charged with his death after a domestic confrontation in Quartz Hill.


Lucinda Sanz, 33, was charged Monday with first-degree murder for shooting her ex-husband, Roberto Sanz, in the back as he walked across the front lawn of the home the two once shared with their young son. Sheriff’s investigators said the former couple had been in a heated argument just moments before. Lucinda Sanz is being held on $5 million bail in the county jail.


Homicide investigators said the killing occurred around 8 p.m. Sunday in the 4500 block of Quartz Hill Road shortly after Roberto Sanz had returned his son to his ex-wife’s home after a weekend visitation that was part of the couple’s custody agreement. Sgt. Dallas Quinto said the two adults had argued in the house and Roberto Sanz left through the front door. Moments later he was shot twice in the back while he crossed the lawn to his pickup truck parked on the street. The couple’s young son did not witness the shooting, Quinto said.


Roberto Sanz was not wearing a bulletproof vest at the time of the shooting because he was not on duty.


“It’s just so sad that it came to this,” Quinto said. “Roberto was under constant threat when he worked on the streets, protecting the community. To have the ultimate threat come from inside his family is heartbreaking. He was much loved by his fellow deputies.”


Roberto Sanz, 35, was part of a gang-suppression team assigned to the sheriff’s Antelope Valley substation. Prior to that he was assigned to the jail division. A year ago, he was praised by Sheriff Tim Ashland and awarded the department’s medal of valor after a shoot-out with members of a Lancaster gang who ambushed Sanz when he stopped at the Flip’s hamburger stand. Sanz was unhurt in the shooting but one gang member was shot and killed and another was wounded. Two other gunmen got away and have never been identified.


Bosch read the story again. Quartz Hill was a suburb of a suburb called Palmdale, located in the vast northeastern expanse of the county. Once a small desert town, it had, like the nearby equally small town of Lancaster, experienced tremendous population growth since the turn of the century when housing prices in Los Angeles exploded, sending thousands of people into the far-flung areas of the county to find affordable homes. Palmdale and Lancaster grew into a single mini–desert metropolis with all the problems that came with urban life. That included gangs and drugs. The sheriff’s department had its hands full out there.


Quartz Hill was nestled next to Palmdale and Lancaster. Bosch had been out there on cases in the past and he remembered tumbleweeds and sand-swept streets. He expected all of that might be different now.


Bosch admired what Ballard had done. Rather than sending him a case extracted from a law enforcement computer and risk losing her job, she had looked up the case and found links to newspaper stories that were available to anyone. In fact, he was annoyed with himself for not thinking to run Lucinda Sanz’s name through an L.A. Times search before going to Ballard.


He clicked on the second link, and another story on the Sanz case downloaded. It had been published nine months after the first story.


Slain Hero Deputy’s Ex-Wife Convicted
By Scott Anderson, Times Staff Writer


The former wife of a Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputy once lauded for his bravery was sentenced to prison Thursday for killing him after a dispute over the custody arrangements of their young son.


Lucinda Sanz, 34, pleaded no contest to a single count of manslaughter in Los Angeles Superior Court. Under a plea agreement, she was sentenced by Judge Adam Castle to a term of 11 years in prison.


Sanz had maintained her innocence in the killing of Deputy Roberto Sanz. He was leaving the Quartz Hill home where his ex-wife and son lived when he was shot twice in the back. He died on the front lawn of the house. The son did not witness his father’s killing.
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