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Chapter One

A Riverside Picnic

“Look, Mum!” exclaimed Aisha Khan. “There they are!”

She pointed to three figures appearing at the far end of the sunny little meadow. Aisha took off, feeling the summer dandelions tickling her shins. In a flash, she was standing by the side of Emily Turner, her best friend.
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“My goodness,” said Mrs Turner, who stood next to Mr Turner, holding a picnic basket on one arm. “You’re a very fast runner, Aisha!”

Emily laughed. “Aisha’s good at all sports, Mum!”

“Almost as good as Emily is at science,” Aisha replied, smiling. “Come on. My parents are setting up by the river. And I have a special surprise!”

Emily and Aisha skipped through the grass to where Mr and Mrs Khan waited by a checked blanket laid out in a pool of sunshine next to a sparkling river. Then they watched nervously as the Khans shook hands with the Turners. They hoped their parents would get along as well as they did!

“Pleasure to meet you both,” said Mrs Khan. “We love having Emily over at Enchanted Cottage.”

“We’ve heard wonderful things from Emily,” Mr Turner replied. “It sounds like an amazing place.”

Emily and Aisha glanced at each other. Enchanted Cottage was where the Khans had moved when they arrived in Spellford Village only a few weeks ago. And it was an amazing place, from the phoenix statue that stood in the garden to the unicorn door-knocker. It was also a house with a wonderful secret …

“Look what I’ve brought!” Aisha said, picking up a piece of tupperware. She opened it to reveal a baker’s dozen of brightly iced biscuits shaped like unicorns.
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Emily gasped. “They’re great, Aisha!”

“They match your keyring,” said Mrs Turner. “You girls love your unicorns, don’t you?”

Emily and Aisha giggled. If only Mrs Turner knew that the first time Emily had visited Enchanted Cottage, she and Aisha had found a crystal unicorn in the attic. When sunlight had struck the little statue, they’d been whisked off to Enchanted Valley, a wonderful land of dragons, phoenixes and other fantastic creatures who were looked after by a unicorn, Queen Aurora, and her unicorn friends. Queen Aurora had used her magic to create Emily and Aisha’s unicorn keyrings out of the crystal one they had found.

The Khans and the Turners were chatting merrily now, and Aisha nodded to the river. “Let’s leave them to it,” she said, “and explore.”

The girls jumped over stepping stones across the River Spell, to where a small waterfall spilled gracefully into a calm, blue pool. As they stared up at it, a sudden beam of sunlight fell around them, making the falling water sparkle like thousands of diamond strands. Emily and Aisha gasped, then looked at each other. At the same time, they reached into their pockets to draw out their unicorn keyrings. Queen Aurora had given them the keyrings so they could get back to Enchanted Valley whenever she called.
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As the sunlight hit the crystal unicorns, they lit up in a dazzling show of sparkles.

“You know what this means,” whispered Emily.

“Queen Aurora’s calling us,” Aisha whispered back, excitement bubbling up inside her. “Let’s go!”

“We have to hide first,” warned Emily.

Aisha turned back towards their parents on the riverbank. “Mum,” she called, “can Emily and I go under the waterfall?”

Mrs Khan exchanged a glance with Mr and Mrs Turner, who nodded. “OK,” she replied. “But just for a moment!”

Aisha grinned at Emily as she took her friend’s hand and ducked under the waterfall. No time passed in their world while they were in Enchanted Valley. They’d be back before anyone missed them.

The girls found themselves in what felt like a tiny chamber with a cool stone wall opposite the waterfall and a floor made of smooth river rocks. Even through the water, the sunbeam made the rocks shine.

“Ready?” Emily asked.
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“Ready!” said Aisha.

They held out their unicorn keyrings and gently touched the sparkling horns together. At once the crystal unicorns glowed even brighter, brilliant blues and reds and greens swirling inside them. Then … WHOOSH! Their hiding place suddenly disappeared as they were lifted off their feet, and a burst of light showered the girls in twinkling stars. When the stars faded away, the girls felt themselves drifting down at the foot of a high, grassy hill. On the hilltop they could see Queen Aurora’s golden palace. Its silver drawbridge glinted in the sun and yellow flowers as big as saucers climbed its walls. Eight spiral turrets like unicorn horns gleamed against the blue sky.
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