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  THE PRESUMED DEATH OF MICHEL AGNOLO FLORIO




  Introduction




  Since the early years of the Millennium began spreading the first news about the results of recent research carried out for several years by the Istituto Studi Floriani to give answers to many questions about the official biography of William Shakespeare, and the "authorship" of his works. So, in our day spread unconfirmed reports about the amazing results achieved by our Institute, soon followed by interesting editorials in Italy and abroad; meanwhile, are already online the first biographical updates (Google, Wikipedia, Accademia della Crusca, etc.) regarding few historical figures linked to the Elizabethan literature of the Sixteenth century.




  The innovative results of these researches alerted the international literary scene, for the unexpected news call into question the factual role played by the legendary William Shakespeare character, by placing the brighting star of the Bard to be on a par with any other illustrious member of the London drama literary association destined to the then major theater companies in London.




  Today, those advances - which at time appeared as hypotheses to be tested and discuss - have become certainties, so that the Institute accounts as terminated the first phase of its extensive research, which is now to be carried on with further studies on many of both historical and literary aspects, which hopefully young researchers will deepen in the future. These news are henceforth intended to provoke inevitable controversy and debate, since they subvert a deeply entrenched tradition, especially in English-speaking countries.




  Although the historical events originate from the time of the Elizabethan and Jacobean epic, the cult of the mythical character of Stratford, beloved by generations of fans and idealized romantic all over the world, dates back only to the mid-Nineteenth century. This fact is not of little significance because of the importance of the matter, which calls into question the consequences that may arise in the area of history, literature and publishing, and the inevitable repercussions in economic terms. As a reaction to these sensational news - taken as a desecration of the myth of William Shakespeare by scholars, the theater world, enthusiasts and romantics - arose a front of resistance which is not properly available for the discussions.




  The theory of so-called "genius", which is the substrate of the biography of the character of Stratford - lacking of documentary evidence - has come to transform the true story of his life in a mythological legend, in which the majority of scholars adhere as a pure act of faith or choosing of a battlefield, or - with regard to academics - for mere corporate defense of the profession.




  In this situation, the scholars’ and academics’ holding off has, however, the matter of necessity to dispute the findings of this research, diminish any news or simply ignore or dismiss any evidence or document even if coming from the Archives or precise and irrefutable historical or literary references. This condition of things shows itself anytime the research brings to light new historical elements of what really happened during the brilliant period of the English Renaissance. In our day, critics and writers prefer to avoid or ignore any dissent or criticism to the sacred “stratfordian” dogma, shying away from any conflicting.




  Since their beginning, the first studies in the Twentieth century were followed by a general outcry, which impact only the World War II hostilities were able to mitigate. Many will recall the ineffable and counter-productive emendation by the prestigious Encyclopaedia Britannica of the text already present in the "Shakespeare" headword - as I shall say more later -, occurred in the second half of the Nineteenth century, as well as the alleged irrelevance of certain "interpretations" which the “Shakespearean” works’ author took care to disseminate in the text, with a very specific purpose. These “interpretations” are nothing more than devices placed by the author who, obliged at that time to cover himself up for political and religious causes, disseminated the text of his works with contemporary names, plots of historical events and places descriptions closely linked to the period of his life spent in Italy as a Reformed Franciscan monk.




  These aforesaid “interpretations” are essentially traces intentionally left to ensure that someone somehow looking for him, he could have the chance to find him . Just think of the many cities and places of the Italian regions described by the author with so many details, not only geographical or place names, and of historical events of the Italian Renaissance put in many scenarios of his stories: all those places are nothing more than the same cities where he was living and working until 1550, when he was forced moving to England grilled by the Inquisition. Furthermore: being a Latin scholar, he enhanced the text of his works with about six hundred Latin phrases, an incredible wealth at that time, being specific issues not available.
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