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DISCLAIMER AND LEGAL NOTICE
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Please note that the information contained within this book is for educational and entertainment purposes only. All effort has been executed to present accurate, up-to-date, reliable, and complete information. No warranties of any kind are declared or implied. Readers acknowledge that the author is not engaged in the rendering of legal, financial, medical, or professional advice. The content within this book has been derived from various sources. Please consult a licensed professional before attempting any techniques outlined in this book.

By reading this book, the reader agrees that under no circumstances is the author responsible for any direct or indirect losses incurred as a result of the use of the information contained within this book, including, but not limited to, errors, omissions, or inaccuracies.

Under no circumstance will any blame or legal responsibility be held against the publisher, or the author, for any damages, reparations, or monetary loss due to the information contained within this book, either directly, or indirectly.

If trademarks have been used in this publication, they are non-consensual. They lack the consent and sponsorship of the trademark originator. Any such aspect such as a brand or trademark has been used to bring meaning and illumination to the reader. They however remain the property of the originators and not the creator or publisher of this book.
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INTRODUCTION
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Families from all around the country are joining the backyard flock trend.

With a coop, some chicks, and a long-term plan of action, a backyard flock offers families fresh, healthy eggs as well as the delight of seeing a little chick grow into an egg-laying hen. The first step in creating a backyard flock is formulating a strategy.

A backyard flock might provide us with various benefits. Chickens may provide both fresh eggs and high-quality, healthy meat. And we may enjoy watching birds from our back porch while educating our children about responsibility and animal development.

Consider these six tips for getting started with chickens before you go out and buy some new chicks this spring.

1. Select The Best Breed For You.

Poultry breeds come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors. Families interested in raising chickens for eggs or meat are advised to begin with common breeds.

Determine what you want from your flock. If you want fresh eggs, choose White Leghorn hybrids (white eggs), Plymouth Barred Rocks (brown eggs), Rhode Island Reds (brown eggs), Blue Andalusians (white eggs), or Ameraucanas/Easter Eggers (blue eggs). CCornish Cross chickens develop rapidly and generate a lot of meat. Choose dual-purpose breeds such as Plymouth Barred Rock, Sussex, or Buff Orpingtons if you wish to produce both eggs and meat. Exotic breeds are suitable for showing or keeping as pets.

2. Determine The Number Of Birds You Want.

Local constraints as well as your flock's goals may impact the number and gender of birds in your flock.

Remember that immature chicks grow into full-grown birds. Make a budget for how much time you can spend with your flock, the sort of housing the birds will need, how you'll collect and use eggs, and what you'll do with the eggs once they stop laying eggs. Begin by raising a small flock of four to six chicks.

3. Look For A Reliable Chick Supplier.

Pullorum-Typhoid Clean chicks should be purchased from a reputed Pullorum-Typhoid Clean hatchery in the United States. To avert disease, ensure that the hatchery immunized the chicks against Marek's Disease and coccidiosis.

4. Prepare Your Brooder.

Baby chicks should be placed in a brooder, which is a warm, draft-free container. The brooder should be completely enclosed, have a bedding-coverable bottom surface, and a heating lamp. If the birds concentrate in one location, avoid square corners in the brooding chamber to save youngsters from being stuck.

Each chick needs at least 2 to 3 square feet of floor space for the first six weeks. For the first week, set the brooder temperature to 90°F, then lower it by 5°F each week until it reaches a minimum of 55°F.

When the extra heat source is no longer required, prepare a big, clean coop for the chicks. At all stages, always provide enough fresh, clean water that is renewed on a regular basis.

5. Emphasize Sanitation.

Maintain a clean environment for young chicks before they arrive and throughout their development. Because young chicks are more vulnerable to early health hazards, sterilize all items before use and again regularly.

Effective household disinfectants can be found. Read the instructions thoroughly to ensure that your disinfectant is suitable for use and does not leave a residual film. A mix of 10% bleach and 90% water may be effective if the cleaner is completely rinsed after cleaning.

6. Create A Long-Term Eating Plan.

Strong chicks create healthy hens. You'll only need one full starter-grower feed from day one to the first egg, and one full layer feed when the chickens start laying around week 18.
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Begin your chicks' lives correctly with complete starter-grower food. Chicks require 38 different nutrients from day one. Choose a complete starter-grower feed to provide all of the necessary nutrients.

Choose an 18% protein meal and an organic beginning grower for chicks that will lay eggs later. For meat birds and mixed flocks, choose a comprehensive diet with a 20% protein flock raiser.

Switch layer chicks to a higher-calcium complete diet, such as Plus Omega-3 or Organic layer feed, when they reach the age of 18 to 20 weeks.
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COMMON REASONS TO RAISE A BACKYARD CHICKEN
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Nowadays, it appears like everyone has a backyard flock. You're fascinated, but you can't help but wonder, "What's in it for me?"You've heard all the critics' complaints—chickens are stinky, noisy, and stupid—but there's still a part of you that wants to see for yourself if the legends are real." After all, it seemed that everyone these days keeps a backyard flock...

You've come to the correct site if you're on the fence about putting up the coop and want someone to push you over the edge into the chicken-keeping lobby. We've compiled a list of obvious and not-so-obvious items for the pro side of your gamer list. Making the ultimate decision is entirely up to you.

1. Fresh Eggs

You can't go back after you've tried fresh chicken eggs! The flavor is more complex. The yolks are darker and more prominent. Some people claim that their baked goods are lighter and fluffier than others. You'll never know for sure unless you get some hens and test their eggs.

2. More Nutritious Eggs

Eggs from free-range hens are lower in cholesterol and greater in vitamins and minerals, according to research. Eggs from pastured hens contain four to six times as much vitamin D as eggs from confinement birds (aka the chickens that lay conventional grocery store eggs). These nutritious eggs also contain seven times more beta-carotene, three times more vitamin E, and twice as many omega-3 fatty acids.

3. Fewer Bugs

Our visitors are constantly astonished by how few pests we have. The disappearance of mosquitoes is no surprise to us: these pests are most likely on sabbatical since the hens are doing their job, consuming them and their larvae.

4. Genetic Diversity Preservation

Large industrial farms use a hybrid chicken breed to get the best feed-to-egg production ratio feasible.

Unfortunately, without the aid of backyard chicken keepers like you who wish to raise them, many varieties of heritage chickens may become extinct.

5. Consumption Of Local Food

At a time when most food travels 1,500 miles to reach our plates, it's wonderful to be able to consume something that has only gone a few yards.

6. Purpose-Driven Pets

If your children desire pets but you don't want to have a dog, cat, or small rodent, chickens can double as pets. Chickens are clever and sociable when handled on a regular basis from the time they hatch. They also consume less than a dog, which is a plus for your wallet.

7. Communicating With Your Food

The majority of people have no idea where their food originates from. Having a few backyard chickens is a modest step toward food independence and empowerment.

8. Complimentary Fertilizer

Chicken dung is excellent for gardening. And if you let your hens go around in your yard, they'll fertilize it as well. So many years of lawn-care service!

9. Delicious Soup

As the chickens' age and their laying slowly, you may slaughter them for stew meat, which is wonderful and difficult to get in supermarkets. In her book, The Way to Cook, Julia Child bemoaned the disappearance of stew chickens from grocery stores in the 1980s, as she grudgingly provided instructions for making stock from a young chicken.

10. No-Cost Entertainment

Chickens are endlessly amusing. You can't stand watching them run about the yard for more than a few minutes without giggling or being shocked by anything they're doing. I'll never forget how happy my kids were when they witnessed a chicken catch a frog or lay an egg for the first time.

11. Right To brag

When your friends complain about any of the aforementioned difficulties (purchasing fertilizer for their garden, dealing with mosquitoes, eating bad food, or watching too much TV), you may tell them you don't have to be concerned since you have backyard chickens.
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF CKICKEN BREEDS
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Standard chicken breeds are classified into six (6) separate classifications. American, Asiatic, Continental, English, Mediterranean, and All Other Standard Breeds are the names given to these breeds. Let's look at the many classes and the common qualities of the breeds that belong to them.

Part of the process of becoming a poultry owner is determining which breeds will best suit your needs. It's important to know if a chicken breed will thrive in your environment and if their disposition is what you're searching for. The task of selecting different chicken breeds is more than just the color of their feathers.

1. American

Breeds of chicken that originated in the United States or Canada are classified as American. They are larger breeds that usually deposit brown eggs. These breeds are ideal if you want a pleasant brown egg layer that is also cold resilient.

i. Buckeye

ii. Chanteclers – White, Partridge. 

iii. Deleware

iv. Hollands- Barred, White

v. Javas- Black, Mottled

vi. Jersey Giants- Black, White, Blue

vii.New Hampshire

viii. Barred, White, Buff, Silver Penciled, Partridge, Columbian, Blue Plymouth Rocks

ix.Rhode Island Reds- Single comb, Rose Comb

x. Wyandottes - Silver Laced, Golden Laced, White, Black, Buff Partridge, Silver Penciled, Columbian, and Blue

2. Asiatic

Three characteristics unite the three breeds in this category. They are hefty breeds with feathered legs and brown eggs.

1. Brahmas Light, Dark, Buff

2. Cochins- Buff, Partridge, White, Black, Barred, Silver Laced, Golden Laced, Blue, Brown, Dark, White, White Laced Red

3. Langshans- Black, Blue, White

We have various types of Cochins and Brahmas, but the Langshan is presently unavailable. If you're seeking a breed that will get broody and be an extraordinary mother, Cochins and Brahmas are a fantastic choice. They are gentle and friendly. They are excellent pet chickens if you want a chicken that will come up to you and take goodies from your hand.

––––––––

[image: image]


3. Continental

The origins of these breeds may be traced back to Belgium, France, Germany, and the Netherlands. They are well-known for having a lot of energy. One exception is the Salmon Faverolle, which is a little more relaxed back. They are unlikely to develop a case of the blues.

i. Barnvelder

ii. Campines- Silver, Golden

iii. Favorelles- Salmon, White

iv. Hamburgs- Golden Spangled, Silver Spangled, Golden/Silver Penciled, Black, White

v. Houdans- Mottled, White

vi. Le Flech- Black

vii. Lakenvelders

viii. Marans- White, Black Copper, Wheaten

ix. Polish-Bearded- Golden, Silver, White, Buff Laced

x. Polish-Non Bearded- White Crested Black, Golden, Silver, White, Buff Laced, White Crested Blue, Black Crested White. 

xi. Welsummers

––––––––
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4. English

This category includes many breeds from Australia and the United Kingdom. If you want a hen who turns broody and is good at mothering, the Orpingtons are an excellent breed to choose.
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