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Simulation


By Tami Veldura




You are in a simulation.


The voice jolted Heidi out of sleep and she stumbled awkwardly, vertigo slamming into her head with the force of an elephant. Everything was the same glowing shade of white, which didn't help her sense of attitude, and she thought she might vomit. Except she didn't seem to have a stomach to hold… or hands to hold it with… or a mouth for that matter?


You are in a simulation. The voice repeated, distinctly male and unsympathetic. It was the AI voice of… of... She couldn't remember what it belonged to.


Please remain calm, while I establish an environment.


Heidi abruptly had a body. Hands, feet, a torso. Grass sprouted out of the white nothing and stretched for miles in every direction. A set of mountains appeared in the distance like a child adding stickers to an empty book: trees here, rocks there, flowers.


Heidi fell onto her ass--the grass was cool and crushed gently under her palms--and managed to stutter, "I-I'm agoraphobic!"


The environment shifted abruptly. Her hands suddenly crushed tightly-matted office carpet. A chair and desk popped into existence, fit with holo screens. Four walls, LED lighting, a door. Heidi gathered her feet and spun around slowly.


"Ok. Better. What's going on?"


You are--


"--in a simulation, got that part, thanks." She sat in the desk chair and gave it a test bounce. Oscar. The AI's name was Oscar and it belonged to the colony ship Artemis.


Your body did not respond as expected during reintegration. In order to protect your mind, you have been uploaded to this temporary simulation.


Heidi stopped bouncing. "I didn't respond as expec--I died? I'm dead?" She pinched her thigh, knowing it wasn't real. It still hurt. "Ow, damn," she muttered.


You are not deceased. Life support sustains your body. The reintegration process has been halted to allow time for healing. Expected recovery time: seventy-six years, nine months, four days, two hours, seventeen minutes, thirty-four seconds. 

OEBPS/Images/502745-Simulation_600.jpg
LIFE IS LIKE A SIMULATION

Tami Veldura






