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The project

Mos Maiorum is the heteronym under which hides a group of passionate popularizers of history who chose to start this project of the same name to bring as many people as possible to the discovery and knowledge of history in a simple way, clear, accessible to all and possibly not boring. The project will consist of small books that are intended to make the reader curious by discovering (or sometimes rediscovering) characters, events, places and episodes of the history that may appear to be minor, but that they somehow left a mark in that particular period of time, more or less noticeable. Persons, events, places and episodes that are part of that long intertwined and complex thread that is the story with the capital "H", composed of large events and persons but also small events, women and men unknowledged or almost forgotten.
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Specification of names 

 

Before moving on to the reading of the text it is necessary to explain to readers the choice made, with regard to the translation from Italian to English, on the names of persons and places.

Normally the original names in Italian of the main protagonists have been kept (sometimes supported by the English translation) as well as for the localities, except those universally known also with the English name as Sardegna (Sardinia).

Case apart from the title of "Giudice" which was deliberately left in Italian because it does not have an exact equivalent in English as it does not mean literally judge, but rather something like "he who governs".

Therefore for Anglo-Saxon readers it is important to remember that within this volume vocables should be read as shown below:

 

Giudice = Lord, he who governs

Giudici = plural word of “Giudice” 

Giudicessa = female word of “Giudice”

Giudicato = territory subject to the power of “Giudice”

Giudicati = plural word of “Giudicato”


Incipit

 

 

In 1407 in Arborea (located in the present western Sardinia, province of Oristano more or less), died of plague Giudice Mariano V, son of Eleonora of Arborea and his last descendant.

The same Eleonora of Arborea had died only three years before, almost certainly of the same disease, leaving an immense void in that country that was then so important to be able to stand up to the Kingdom of Aragon.

With the rise to power of Eleonoa’s sister’s nephew, Beatrix of Arborea, Guglielmo III of Narbona (William IIII of Narbonne) the Giudicato of Arborea saw the beginning of its end that would then be officially decreed only a dozen years later in 1420 when all the rights of the Arborea were ceded, for economic compensation, to the king of Aragon Alfonso the Magnanimous.

Even if history is not made with ifs and with buts it is however right to try to understand what really happens in that part of Sardinia that today corresponds more or less to the province of Oristano and who was really Eleonora of Arborea that even today the Sardinians remember as a champion of Sardinian independence and a fair and open-minded woman as is clearly shown by the legal document she promulgated in 1392, namely the Carta de Logu, document that survived not only to herself, to the fate of the Giudicato but also to the domination of the Kingdom of Aragon, so much so that it was applied for a long time even in the Savoy state until 1827

This small book that it wants to be first of all agile and easy to read, eager to stimulate and intrigue more than being exhaustive, will try to turn on a light on a woman who has marked a piece of history of the Middle Ages and that deserves to be remembered for its modernity, sometimes so current and contemporary to make envy even today.

 


The Mos Maiorum project 

 

 

Mos Maiorum is the heteronym of a group of passionate popularizers of history who chose to start this project of the same name to bring as many people as possible to the discovery and knowledge of history in a simple way, clear, accessible to all and possibly not boring.
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