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Preface


Gabriel Pierné received his initial musical education from his parents. His father, a baritone, introduced him to singing and his mother to the piano. In 1870 when Pierné was barely seven years old, the family moved to Paris, where Pierné became a student at the Conservatoire, where he eventually won the premiere prix for organ at the age of 16, the prize for harmony at 17 and the prize for counterpoint at 18 with a further (runner-up) prize for organ. His big success however, came at the age of nineteen when he won the Prix de Rome for his cantata 'Edith’, for which he was awarded a three year residency in Rome at the prestigious Villa Medici.


His career as a conductor started when he took the position of deputy conductor for the ‘Concerts Colonne’ in 1903, and when the founder Edouard Colonne died in 1910, Pierné was elevated to the position of principal conductor, remaining president and music director of the orchestra until 1933. There he conducted works by Mozart, Beethoven and Berlioz, but also conducted first performances of works by leading French and contemporary composers of the day with such notable composers as Debussy, Ravel, Roussel and Stravinsky making significant entries in the repertoire. In addition he recorded extensively with the orchestra for the French Odéon company between 1928 and 1931.
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