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	Dedication


	 


	To everyone who desires to walk in the true light of Christ. 


	









Introduction


	 


	 


	There are many lights in this world. There are many shadows of light. You may wonder ‘how can light have a shadow?’  But, you must remember without light the shadow wouldn’t have existed. This isn’t to side with the stupid theory of some who have said, ‘Good exists, so why not evil? Or God exists, so why not Satan?” No, the example of the shadow and that of the light here is used to show that this world we are living in shows a replica, a counterfeit, and also a real light of everything whether it be good or bad, righteous or unrighteous. Satan will not roam on this earth forever. This earth will not remain forever. Only God’s power and people will remain forever. The true light can only be revealed to the sinner, lest he may see any path or road as true light. Drugs may appeal to him, so he accepts that light. How about gambling? He may see that too as a light or way out, and he chooses that path. On the other hand, those who know and have experienced the real horrors of sin in their former sinful lifestyle know that there is only one true light, and that is in Jesus Christ the Lord.  But the truth is, the sinner can’t choose to redeem himself, but Jesus seeks for His redemption. The word “seeks” is used simply to highlight that God desired for every sinner alive now, and from the time of Adam to be saved. This was always God’s plan, but the problem was that God also saw that not everyone would accept His true light of redemption that He offered over 2,000 years ago on a spot of land called Golgotha or Calvary. The problem is that only a few have accepted this light of Christ Jesus, the rest have chosen a fake, counterfeit, replicated, and dim light of the world. Satan shouldn’t be blamed for each individual sin who have ever been born on this earth who have chosen his light. Satan shows the options of his light, but it’s up to the individual to either resist the devil and he will flee or draw near to God and He’ll draw near to him or her. For too long many people have blamed Satan for their sins, but the Bible clearly states that each person will give an account for the deeds that he has done in his body. Everyone’s work will be revealed whether it’s good or evil. God will not use “a scale of deeds” to test whether we are fit for hell or heaven. If God were to have used such a method even Satan would be the first to be on his merry way to heaven. The sin of man is so dangerous that just imagine this for a moment: “If you wear a white T-shirt without spot or wrinkle, meaning it’s thoroughly white, ironed, and cleaned, but somehow something spill on it. Let’s say something of either ink, a soft drink, ketchup, bleach, gas, or any other thing that destroys part of the white T-shirt.  Is it the same white T-shirt? Yes, but now it has a spot or stain, and it shows up the entire shirt. Someone who didn’t recognize your white T-shirt or even your presence before, now he or she recognizes that you are indeed wearing a white T-shirt, but it has a stain, spot, or mark. And guess what, it looks really bad. It looks like you didn’t have any more clothes to wear except that stained white dirty T-shirt. It allows you to feel embarrassed especially if you are in a crowd, function, or event.”  This is what sin does to the human being. Our sins don’t just grow old throughout time. If you stole an apple when you were five or as a child, and now you’re an adult, you can’t just say, ‘Look, I stole that apple when I was five, but now I’m a changed man or woman, so I don’t need to repent.’ That’s man’s philosophy of thought and reason, but God sees that sinner as if he were still stealing the apple unless he repents and asks Jesus Christ for forgiveness.  As long as we don’t wash the white T-shirt the stain will remain forever even in death. The stain will not remove itself, but someone has to remove it with either bleach, soap, or another washing detergent. This is what Jesus Christ did. Humanity’s body was so dirty, filthy, and wrinkled by sin that He made a way out, but the way we need to choose before death, lest we will remain forever in dirty garments. 


	Isaiah 64:6-8 declares to us: “64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.


	64:7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.


	64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.


	With so many guiding lights or shadows of it, how can we tell which to follow? Guiding Lights is a book which will enlighten the reader on the different lights that exist in this world. Eternal life isn’t a fantasy novel, but rather it’s a reality. Every human being born on this earth has and will inherit eternal life. Death is only temporary right now because we are in a physical body, but please bear in mind that God will resurrect the dead on the final day or judgment day where they’ll be judged by their works. There is eternal life in Jesus and there is eternal life in sin and misery. The soul of man can never die or decay. You may have heard of teachings which state that the soul of the sinner will die or sleep; however, that’s not true in the biblical sense. God created us in His image, He has breathed the breath of life in us, and then how can we die? Think about it for a short second. If God’s soul and Spirit can’t die, then why should ours die? After all, aren’t we created in God’s image? God’s eternal breath in us enables us to have access to this immortality. In truth, it’s a dangerous thing to die in sin, transgression, and rebellion because there is no repentance when one is dead. In death, one can’t repent or say, ‘Lord, please forgive me of my sins.’ Sin is so dangerous, even more than any physical disease on earth that just by committing one or two sinful acts you can be alienated from God, His heaven, and eternal life in happiness and joy.  Guiding Lights will open your insights on this level of spirituality you need to inherit and have this light of Christ burning to the full extent. Everyone needs to understand that their light needs to be shone before men, so that they may glorify God the Father in heaven (see Matthew 5:16). Not everyone who sees the light inside the believer will glorify God, but the light still needs to be lit. It doesn’t make any sense we have the lamp with half a pint of oil because fifty percent service can’t please God. What then do we need to do? We need to have our lamps filled to the brim with oil. Read the chapters and it will thrill your heart, soul, and mind. Remember it isn’t us who have chosen Christ, but rather He who have chosen us for His service and work so that we may produce good abundant fruit. At the end of the day, we’ll all come to the realization that the only light we ever needed was the one Christ offered from the very beginning. 


	Matthew 05:16


	“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 


	Matthew 25:11


	“Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.” 


	John 15:16


	“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 


	Ecclesiastes 12:14


	“For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” 


	Romans 14:12


	“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 


	 


	Yours in Christ’s richest blessings,


	Paul A. Lynch 


	






Chapter One: 
God Sends Light


	 


	Genesis 1:3 “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.”


	Nothing in the Bible is by coincidence or chance. Were we created by chance, discovery, or purpose?  Everything in the Bible is written for a specific purpose, time, reason, and season. It’s futile to just take up the Bible like a comic book or a science fiction novel and start to read. The Bible can only truly be understood using the spiritual eyes lest the reader will toss down the book in a trash bin. It’s not ironic to see that many people study the Bible for years, but still has the knowledge of a fool. Imagine, studying the Bible for forty or fifty years, but still have no knowledge of it or what its message is really about. On the one hand, it isn’t of any surprise because the Bible needs God’s Spirit to be interpreted. You may wonder why I quoted Genesis 1:3, but the reason is simple. Genesis is a most powerful book and one which means “Beginnings.” Genesis 1:3 is also important because, for one, it shows that the sun, moon, and stars weren’t created as yet when God started to create. Let’s pause for a minute, I don’t see why many people say the Bible is a makeup book of fairy tales. Some have even likened it to Grimm’s Fairytales. But, let’s see if that is true. Why didn’t God create the sun, moon, and stars before any other thing? Critics may say, ‘God did create in order or God wanted to do some other stuff first.’ This may be philosophical reasoning or thinking, but is it the true account of why God didn’t create the sun, moon, or stars first. First, what are these elements for? What do the sun, moon, and stars do? Well, they give us light and tell us the time as a calendar or almanac. At least, that’s what Genesis 1:14- 19 states “14 And God said: ‘Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years;


	15 and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so.


	16 And God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; and the stars.


	17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,


	18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness, and God saw that it was good.


	19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth      day.”
The Book of Genesis clearly teaches us that the natural lights were made on the fourth day. The sun was the greater of the great lights. Let’s do a little science or astronomy here first. From the science of astronomy, we know that both the sun and the stars are the same. However, God’s words remind us that the sun is greater than the stars. The sun is a star. Now, how about another aspect? The moon gives no light of its own. How ironic? We certainly know the moon reflects light from the sun. I simply highlighted this because some Christians think the moon gives its own light because in the night it’s so bright. God created light, but these types of lights such as the sun, moon, and stars are limited or shadows of light. We must also understand that there are many moons, suns, and stars in our universe. Yet again, many Christians fail to understand and believe that there isn’t just one moon, the sun, or star but many. This isn’t a chapter that will reveal a science class mystery, but it will give a great spiritual revelation. Genesis creation of light isn’t jumbled or a jigsaw puzzle that one has to try and figure out where each piece should go and more correctly fit in to complement the other. If the Bible’s creation of light were in a different order it would be a most controversial book, even more so than it is now. What do I mean by such a statement? I mean if Genesis one were written as if God created the sun, moon, and stars first, then it would only prove that He did so to get the light to see. Critics would say, ‘Look, God couldn’t see, so what did He do? He created light to see.’ Not only that, but it would be extremely controversial for the ancient peoples who would say, ‘Look, the sun, the moon, and stars are gods as well because God created them first.’ From ancient studies and from biblical scriptures we know ancient people worshiped the elements, weather, seasons, and climate. Abraham, before he came to God, worshiped the sun, moon, and stars. God also states in Genesis 1:16 He created the stars also. The light that God used to see what He was doing wasn’t from the elements but was of His glory, power, and authority. Although God could have created the universe without that light from His glory, He chose not to for several reasons. If God worked in darkness to create the universe it wouldn’t have truly reflected righteousness. Imagine if you were building something, or painting something, let’s say it was dark as midnight would you not turn on the light so that you may see? Sure any wise person would. Who would prefer to work in darkness rather than light? From this creation account, God showed us what type of being He is. God shouted out for light, although He could see in darkness because both day and night are alike to Him. God knew exactly what He was doing eons ago. The very first thing that God started creation with was light. Light represented Jesus Christ who would later come into this world as a light to lighten the Gentiles. Before God created light there was darkness, chaos, and destruction. The earth was in a blackened state of chaos. The only solution was to create something that could destroy the darkness, and that is a great light. When God created light He could see everything around Him clearly. This is metaphorically speaking in some aspects, but the opposite of darkness is not just light, but pure light. The man who is in the dark or a dim light see different from the man who is in clear light. The man who is in darkness can’t really see clearly, but he just assumes what he thinks he has seen. The man in the pure light is rather different because he can see from all angles even if it is a tiny fly or ant he can see its shadow moving. God could see that the creation process was good because He could see perfectly in clear light. God doesn’t need the elements of earth or heaven to see anything. I’m not so much talking about physical lights here, but rather spiritual light. This spiritual light can’t be bought or sold, but must be obtained. How does one obtain it? It can only be obtained through Christ and His redemptive work on Calvary. Christ is the source of all light. Without Christ, there wouldn’t be any light or imagination of it. This light of Jesus Christ is what believers use to overcome the world. It is the brightest light without limit, but Satan always offers man a dim light because he can’t give the true one. 


	






Chapter Two: 
Light Has Come Into this World


	 


	 John 8:12 


	“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”


	 John 9:5 


	“When I am in the world, I am the Light of the World.”


	John 20:31


	“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”


	John 3:19


	“Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”


	The Book of the Gospel According to John is one of the most important books in the Holy Scripture. If you read John’s account of the gospel then you will see and understand who Jesus is, and what He accomplished here on earth. The apostle John stresses on several aspects of Jesus’ ministry, purpose, life, and manner. One of the main things that the apostle stresses on is that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Light in John’s context isn’t just righteousness, but it represents life, particularly eternal life in Jesus Christ. Without Christ light, then the person remains in the darkness of this world. As the first chapter highlights that pure light represents truth, righteousness, peace, and love which is in Jesus Christ. Darkness represents evil, iniquity, rebellion, a false brotherhood, the world of sin and transgression. Some scholars will argue that “darkness” in John’s gospel isn’t referring to committing acts of sin and rebellion but rejecting Christ’s message of eternal life. Although I understand what they mean, I still beg to differ for one particular reason which is in Scripture. The Scripture reminds us that he who hates the light will not come into it or draw near to it because his deeds are evil (John 12:35). It is a sin and a curse to hide away from Christ’s light and salvation (see John 3:33-36). Many hide away from Christ’s light because they want to walk in their own light and that of the world. But what they see as light God and His words see it as darkness, death, and destruction. This plan of salvation or coming of Jesus’ light is the oldest plan of the universe. In fact, it’s older than the universe itself. This plan of God sending the light of salvation wasn’t a plan B, C, D, E, or F, but it was always a plan A. This was what the angels of God from the very beginning had anticipated in the universe. This was what angels rejoice before God to see. This is what the apostle Peter said in his book in 1 Peter 9-12 which states, “9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 10. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow. 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us, they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things angels desire to look upon.” The account from Peter here is that the angels in heaven had to have waited a long time to see what they desired the most. They desired the most to see how the light of the world which is Christ would come to earth, suffer, die, and after three days would be raised from the dead. The angels too anticipated the coming of the Spirit of Christ or in other words, the Holy Ghost. The angels wanted to see how the Spirit of Jesus would rest on those who believe in His name and salvation. The prophets desired to see such glorious events themselves. The prophets all saw it by faith. This was the Promised of long ago according to Hebrews 11:33-40. Just by simply believing in Jesus’ name one can receive forgiveness and remission of sins. Not only that, but they can receive life everlasting. The light of Christ is one that can change a man’s heart, mind, and soul forever. This change isn’t just a one-time thing where the converted feels joy and happiness for a time then he goes back to his old miserable self. Christ doesn’t offer that kind of light, but the apostle John along with others testified that Jesus is the true light that should have come into this sinful world. The prophets of old, and we can list many from Adam until John the Baptist were all types or representatives of the true light that should have come which is Jesus Christ. The way we know who has the true light is based on what illuminates from them. Do they claim to have the true light, yet hide it under a bed? Do they claim to have the true light, yet hide it from their friends and neighbors? Do they claim to have the true light, but yet still hate their neighbor? Do they claim to have the true light, but yet still have the love of this world bubbling in their soul like a musical rhythm? It doesn’t take rocket science to figure out those who possess the true light from those who are pretenders. Some men have no light of their own, but they just burrow or reflect light from their neighbors or friends. Some men just steal the light. Others have no desire to even come near to the true light. All these are the desires of the heart. Some want to have this light of Jesus, but still, want to have this world and its goods. From living in this world you may see many types, forms, or replicas of light. You may have even seen shades of light and that’s how we truly know what light men are. Sin in man will always give a light of sin, rebellion, disobedience, and transgression, whereas Christ light gives hope, unity, joy, peace, and sufferings. This may seem ironic to list sufferings, but why do we have to suffer for Christ? It’s not just suffering for Christ, but it’s also suffering with Him. Christ life on earth wasn’t an easy one but was full of trouble, woe, pain, and misery.  Jesus’ suffering wasn’t for himself, but rather it was for us. Where it’s just entertainment and the love of the world God’s Spirit isn’t with it. This is to say if the Christian says everything is okay or the world loves him or her that means he has become a citizen of the world. If one becomes a citizen of the world, then he has also become a friend of it. It’s either we love this world or we love Christ, but we can’t truly love both. It’s either we hate one master or love the other, but to be loving the same master at the same time brings chaos, confusion, heartache, and woe. The true Gospel is this: “Come to Jesus’ light and forsake the light of this world.” The gospel doesn’t have to be a long epistle that gets you confuse and also the penitent confuse. You may have noticed that I have used the word “world” often in the last few verses, but please note the word doesn’t emphasize this earth, but only sin, rebellion, and disobedience to God’s words and creeds. The “world” represents darkness and a place full of iniquity. When Jesus came into such a world demons and all kinds of devils were angry because their deeds would be exposed due to the pure light. Jesus healed the sick, raised the dead, cast out devils, preached and taught God’s word, and each time He did this light shone in the atmosphere. Although men saw Jesus just like a natural man, demons, Satan, and angels saw Him as pure light. 

OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.jpg
XinXii





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpeg
'GUIDING
LIGHTS

PaurL LyNcH






