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    Author’s Note




    All the sessions recorded in this book actually took place and the beach I wrote about actually exists, the names of all the hotels and locations have been changed. The local professional detectorists told me that the beach in question is a very difficult one to find gold on due to the shape of the offshore seabed and they said that favourable conditions occur only rarely. They also said that during the six months I spent detecting there they experienced some of the worst extended periods of poor conditions that they had ever known. I mention this only because although I still made some marvelous finds, it is quite likely that the reader will do better searching his or her own location. There are many beaches available for metal detecting in Thailand and this beach is typical of a good number of them.




    However, the aim of this book was never really to provide a guide to searching Thai beaches, but more to give users of Minelab Excalibur metal detectors anywhere in the world a good idea of what they might well expect during their first months of ownership. Many of the incidences in this diary are bound to happen to the Excalibur user whatever country they live in or whichever beach they are searching, and I think readers will be able to apply the benefit of my own first six months of concentrated experience of using the Excalibur to improve their own finds rate, success and enjoyment of the most exciting hobby in the world.




    Like many detectorists, I am in no way a professional. I detect as a hobby for fun and not for financial gain and metal detecting provides me with exercise and gets me out on the beach in beautiful surroundings in much the same way as a spot of fishing or a round of golf does for other people. All finds and any money generated from finds stays in Thailand.


  




  

    September




    Thursday 13th September




    1/12 hours, low-tide




    12 baht, Clay Buddhist image in steel mount




    My first trip out. Right away I was disappointed to find detecting inshore confusing due to too many junk signals, so I decided to move out further where I found coins and a Buddha image. I headed for my old stamping ground where I used to use the old C.Scope pulse induction machine I had last year to see how it compared with my new pride and joy, but I had to give it a miss as there was a Thai detectionist working there with a Fisher Aquanaut. I did manage to pick up a few coins and the Buddha image so my first trip could be considered a success.




    Saturday 15th September




    2 1/2 hours, low-tide




    27 baht, 2 rings, one silver, Clay Buddhist amulet in steel mount




    Once again the detectorist was in my old spot. My guess is he is looking for something he knows has been lost. I had a chat with him and like every other Thai detectorist I have met he was friendly. He told me he has been getting very little gold over the past few months but some small pieces at least. The rest of the beach is very deep sand but I managed to poach out two small rings from the very edge of my old spot, one of which is silver. Just before I came home up came another Buddhist amulet in a steel mount. The coins come from the mid-tide mark on the walk back to my apartment. I am already learning the different signals and beginning to differentiate between bottle tops and good targets. My settings are as follows: Disc 1, (iron mask), threshold just audible, sensitivity about 12 o’clock, adjusting it now and again when it starts falsing, which it doesn’t much. Most coins came from a slope where the sand had eroded. The rings as usual were further out in an area where swimmers and paddlers play. Any thoughts of going in the water at the moment are dispelled by the literally thousands of small dead jellyfish abounding on the beach at this time of year.




    Monday 17th September




    3 hours, low-tide




    3 baht




    I tried out the old gully again (we call it the serpent as it is serpent shaped) where I spent so much time last year, but there was not much coming up at all. I found a good cut in the sand and thought I had found a gold pendant but it was plated on closer observation (shit!). Perhaps I should have stayed on the cut but I tried along the shoreline which was absolutely hopeless and is not worth the effort at all at the moment. Just one baht for one signal all the way back. At least the detector is behaving well and is stable. I did learn today (and was surprised to find) that volume control and threshold are two completely different controls and not connected. A quick word on maintenance, too. I religiously wash down my detector with fresh water after every session, use silicone gel on the battery connections every charge and spray the whole machine with silicone spray every week. My Excalibur never let me down as was as good as the day I brought it to Thailand when I went home almost seven months later.




    Tuesday 18th September




    3 hours, low-tide




    22.5 baht, 1 silver ring




    I went down to the market last night to buy a very light SAS type balaclava helmet as I burned my neck to buggery yesterday. I started off in the cut; a junk ring and a couple of one baht coins, not much else doing. I walked back to my apartment along the beach as usual but this time tried a bit further up the beach towards the towel line (where people sit on deckchairs and on towels). I was quite surprised to find eight coins and an interesting looking white metal ring that looks quite good quality. The coins here were encrusted with shells - they have been in the ground awhile so it should be worth another go here. When I used my old PI machine on the beach here before, I had to give it up as the nails and iron contamination made detecting literally impossible. However, using disc 1 on the Excalibur still makes for a lot of signals, but I am delighted to find that I am learning them fast and there is no doubt sites where my old PI was hopeless are now easily detectable with a little practice.




    Wednesday 19th September




    3 hours, mid/low-tide




    32.50 baht, 15 gram Thai GOLD bracelet




    When I first arrived at the beach I turned the detector on and was appalled to find it was not working properly. However, this seemed to be caused by an electrician’s truck working on some telephone cables nearby. Major relief when I walked up the beach and the Excalibur kicked in OK again. Wednesday is ‘beach cleaning day’. I took advantage of this to try from mid-tide line to the towel line (deckchair area) but all I could manage here were coins - and most of them 1 baht at that. So I moved out back to the serpent and to an area that I used to detect with my old PI right at the water’s edge. It was now low-tide and within twenty minutes I had a beautiful 15 gram gold bracelet in my finds pouch. The signal was loud and clear despite all the hype I have read about chains being hard to detect; admittedly the bracelet did have fairly big ‘terminals’ and clips on it. Possibly the most exciting find I will ever make? Beginners luck or the Excalibur kicking in? Only time will tell. I walked home on air. $1000 worth of bracelet and my investment is paid for already! I wonder, could this have been what the other detectorist was looking for?




    Thursday 20th September




    3 hours, mid-low tide




    8.25 baht




    Back to reality! I tried the ‘cut’ in the sand which did not even produce one signal (apart from pull-tabs). Then at low-tide (obviously) onto where I hit the bracelet - also not so much as a coin, just pull-tabs. The area seems to have ‘flattened out’ somehow since yesterday and didn’t look quite the same as it did yesterday. About fifty students turned up and started following me around so I gave it a miss, (not that I was going to get anything anyhow!) and walked back to my apartment, zig-zagging along the shoreline where I picked up the few coins that I found.




    Friday 21st September




    3 hours, mid/low-tide




    4 baht, Buddhist amulet (1), Buddha amulet (bronze) in a GOLD mount




    An incredibly poor start that turned out brilliant again. I started on the serpent but there was nothing doing at all except ring-pull tabs and a Buddhist amulet. Then it was onto the cut where there was not a single signal to be had. I walked back along the shoreline at low-tide and yet again, there was nothing doing. I decided to try at the edge of a water-filled gully that had formed at the bottom of a hill and amongst a very junky area where I could never have used my PI, the first signal brought up the beautifully etched heavy gold mount which had an encrusted green Buddhist image inside. Two high quality gold finds in three days in badly sanded-in conditions; it really must be my month!




    Sunday 23rd September




    2 1/2 hours, low-tide




    1.50 baht




    A very strange low-tide today - it hardly seemed to drop from the high water mark at all. The beach is sanded in all the way along to the serpent and the sand is piled high and almost impossible to walk in, let alone detect on. A couple of coins and a small silver ring that was once gold plated (stamped 18K GP) made the trip not a complete disaster, but the conditions are going to have to improve a bit before I hit more gold, I feel. Still, I can hardly complain now - can I?




    Monday 24th September




    2 1/2 hours, low-tide




    23 baht




    The tide is not much better than yesterday, but I did manage to pull some coins out of a cut along the beach nearest to the pier. Then I got a few more on the walk back along the shoreline to my room. I am really beginning to understand the different tones and signals that the Excalibur gives me, which bodes well for the future if I continue to hit the beach most days. The walk back along the shoreline in the dark was very pleasant just for the sake of it and I will do this some more in the future.




    I must just say that the bungee harness I bought has been a godsend. Yes, the Excalibur is a heavy detector, but with one of these (or a hip or chest mount kit) it is as light to use as any other machine on the market. Without one of these gadgets the weight is admittedly a strain on the arm. As far as the straight and balanced shafts that are available are concerned, this is a matter of preference. I have been using the old ‘S’ shape for field detecting for almost thirty years, so I feel more comfortable with it. A twenty dollar harness did the job for me and should make it possible for even the weakest of detectorists to use an Excalibur for hours on end.




    Wednesday 26th September




    3 hours, low-tide




    47 baht, 9K GOLD earring




    A beautiful low-tide at 6.30am. I decided to give the whole shoreline from the second supermarket to the serpent a quickish once over. I got plenty of signals on the south side, reducing as I neared the big Sandy Beach Hotel where the sand became much deeper. Perhaps I should have stayed at the southernmost end of the beach but I will give that a more concentrated try tomorrow. I pulled up a handful of coins for forty seven baht and was delighted to notch up my third bit of gold (albeit low karat tourist stuff). It was an ornate but rather small earring which came up from the wet sand which is a swimmers spot at high tide. On the wet sand at low tide the Excalibur behaves beautifully. (Settings: Ironmask, disc 1, sensitivity 11 to 1 o’clock) and I do feel I am now getting whatever is there.




    Thursday 27th September




    3 hours, low-tide




    3 baht, 925 silver earring




    I did as I intended and started off at the end of the beach and gradually worked my way down to the Sandy Beach Hotel, coming in and out about ten yards from the low-tide line. There is much more sand on the beach than there was yesterday, but listening for faint signals I still managed to pull up three junk rings (two from the same hole!) and a 925 silver hoop earring. A horrible scabby beach dog gave me a few nasty moments and was within inches of being flattened by my scoop. Two other Thai detectionists were on the beach using Fisher 21’s; one was smiley (he must have found something), one was miserable (he must have not!). I was pleased to notice that I was pulling up a few faint signals they had both missed.




    Friday 28th September




    5 hours, low-tide




    22 baht, GOLD ring 7.5 grams, set with nine diamonds




    I started off on the serpent but there was not much doing. The beach was quite sanded in; deep ring pulls and ‘can slaw’ everywhere. Then I tried the beach at the far north nearest the pier. Very flat sand with few signals, although I did manage to pull out a stainless steel ring from a gully. On the way back I tried picking out signals from the rubbish in the first trough nearest to where the tourists sit, a low gully that is at the bottom of the slight slope that runs away from the beach. Stunningly, within twenty minutes I had a beautiful Thai gold 7.5 gram ring set with nine diamonds. It is obviously much harder work to get in amongst the crap, but I am fast beginning to realise that this seems to be where the treasures lie on this particular beach. I am definitely up for a major ‘trough hunt’ next time round! A great first month!
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