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Unique New Zealand
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	The essence of travelling is to find out what makes a place and its people unique and connect with it. New Zealand is certainly unique in many ways: 


	1. The youngest country on earth, it was the last to become populated


	2. Not only a westernised country but a real Polynesian nation with its exciting Maori culture


	3. It is always lush and green, even the trees keep their leaves in winter


	4. Welcoming, friendly and humorous locals with pioneer spirit and a can do attitude


	5. Landscapes from the dinosaur age, a fairyland from fantasy dreams 


	6. A huge range of climates, from harsh alpine to subtropical, from glaciers to rainforests


	7. 80 million years of independent evolution with 80% of the plants not found anywhere else in the world, and fascinating animal species, sadly many of them endangered 


	8. Gorgeous beaches that match any in the world


	9. Some of the world’s best walks (and no dangerous creepy crawlies)


	10. The world capital for adrenaline activities


	11. Countless attractions like geysers and hot springs, fiords, the best subtropical diving, swimming with dolphins, whale watching, active volcanoes, glowworm caves, penguin, seal and albatross colonies, modern museums, alpine climbing, heritage villages, over 400 golf courses, around 400 wineries, quiet offshore islands, helicopter skiing etc.


	12. An innovative place with a great quality of life


	13. Most people live in the big centres, you’ll have almost all of it to yourself!


	14. New Zealand is peaceful, it consistently enjoys top ranks in the overall Global Peace Index and is one of the least corrupt countries
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Landscape
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	Majestic Mount Taranaki


	You may have heard of the many natural wonders of New Zealand: the active volcanoes, deep fiords, high snowy mountains, ancient native forests, glaciers close to the beach, smelly geothermal areas, deep glowworm caves and spectacular beaches. In fact, there is nearly no other country on earth with such diverse and contrasting geological and ecological features, all within a relatively small area. No wonder it’s a great place for stunning film locations.


	New Zealand itself has been on a long journey. Since its landmass parted from the ancient Gondwana continent 80 million years ago, many climate changes and tectonic movements have created today’s scenery. New Zealand lies not only above a collision zone of the Pacific and Australian tectonic plates, these plates also subdue each other in opposite ways under the North and South Islands (the Pacific plate climbs over the Australian one in the south and gets pushed under in the north). These dynamics created dozens of volcanoes in the north and a high alpine range in the south, a generally hilly landscape with only a few plains created from rivers. The movement of fiords made by glaciers and the sinking of whole mountain regions generated sounds and coasts dotted with peninsulas and offshore islands. Actually the sunken landmass of New Zealand is so big that experts declared it to be its own 'drowned continent', naming it Zealandia.


	You will be able to see the resulting beauty up close, there are hundreds of well maintained walks which take you into the heart of the landscape.


	[image: ]


	Key Summit in Fiordland


	Facts:


	The Department of Conservation alone manages 12,500 km of walking tracks (especially famous are New Zealand’s '9 Great Walks’ through the most striking scenery, they need advance booking because they are so popular), and then there are many more regional council tracks.


	One third of New Zealand's land area is protected by the Department of Conservation (DOC), in 14 National Parks (the first one, Tongariro, having been established in 1887 - the last one, Rakiura on Stewart Island, dates from 2002), 20 Forest Parks (13 in the North Island and 7 in the South Island), 3 World Heritage sites (Tongariro National Park, 'Te Wahipounamu’ - South West New Zealand and the Sub-Antarctic Islands of New Zealand), over 30 marine reserves (7.6% of New Zealand’s territorial sea) and over 3,500 other scenic, scientific, recreational, historic or cultural reserves.


	New Zealand has the 9th longest coastline in the world, with a total length of over 15,000 kilometres. The Marlborough Sounds alone constitute 15% of this total length.


	There are also over 1000 rivers and around 40 lakes with a surface over 10 km2.
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	Punakaiki - Porari River


	Due to the mountains and rivers being comparably young also waterfalls are very common (the highest at 580 m being the Sutherland Falls near Milford Sound), as well as exciting rapids.


	Also many caves are accessible to visitors, 30 cave systems are longer than 3.5 km (the longest with over 50 km is Bulmer Cavern in Mt Owen) and 30 are deeper than 200 metres!


	Do you want to know why the beaches and walking tracks are so empty? 203 countries have a higher population density than New Zealand. There are only 15 people per km2, compared with over 240 in the UK, and over 60% of the population lives in the 10 biggest cities! 


	And where the landscape is not spectacular there is always lush and green rolling farmland, with sheep and cows as far as the eye can see!
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	Stone Store in Kerikeri











Regional overview
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	Northland


	World class beaches, hidden bays and cruises to gorgeous islands


	Subtropical climate and vegetation


	Maori and settler history


	Auckland


	New Zealand’s largest city with a top ranked lifestyle


	Volcanic summits, beaches and countless activities


	Multicultural diversity


	Detour to Waiheke Island


	Waikato


	Incredible limestone cave systems


	The Waikato is New Zealand's longest river


	Hobbiton is the famous Lord of the Rings village


	Coromandel


	A favourite holiday destination 


	Hot Water Beach and amazing Cathedral Cove


	Spectacular coastline and rainforest


	Bay of Plenty


	Volcanic summit of Mt. Maunganui overlooking the surf beach


	Spectacular White Island, an active volcano


	Orchards and gardens


	Rotorua


	Volcanoes, geothermal activity and hot springs


	Living and accessible Maori culture


	More activities than you can shake your wallet at


	East Cape


	Wild coastal landscape with countless beaches


	Untouched native forests and parks


	Maori culture off the tourist track


	Taranaki


	Mount Taranaki, the majestic and perfectly shaped volcano


	Gardens, art, lakes and museums in New Plymouth


	Wild surf beaches


	Lake Taupo


	The largest lake in New Zealand with its Huka Falls exit


	Geothermal attractions following one of the biggest volcanic eruptions ever


	All year trout fishing


	Tongariro


	The three volcanoes Ruapehu, Tongariro and Ngauruhoe


	Skiing and other mountain activities


	New Zealand's favourite day walk, the Tongariro Crossing


	Hawke's Bay


	Vineyards, red wine and gourmet foods


	Art Deco architecture in Napier


	Cape Kidnappers gannet colony


	Whanganui


	Whanganui River adventures


	Authentic Maori cultural encounters


	Bush walks


	Manawatu


	Rafting, kayaking and other outdoor adventures


	The beautiful Rangitikei river valley


	Typical rural New Zealand


	Wairarapa


	Off the beaten track charm


	The exciting landmarks of Castle Rock and Cape Palliser


	Wine and food country


	Wellington


	New Zealand’s capital, also for arts and culture


	Scenic hilltops, bays and parks


	Te Papa is New Zealand's great national museum
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	Smugglers Bay - Whangarei Heads
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	Marlborough


	New Zealand's main winemaking region


	The Marlborough Sounds wonderland


	Famous Queen Charlotte Track


	Nelson


	New Zealand's sunniest region  


	A proud creative community all the way to Golden Bay


	Kayking and walking in the Abel Tasman National Park


	West Coast


	Glaciers and rainforests


	Wild and spectacular coast with pancake cliffs


	Once overrun by gold fever, still showing pioneer spirit and architecture


	Lake Wanaka


	A lake with crystal clear water and plenty of activities


	Mount Aspiring National Park


	Skiing and hiking


	Queenstown


	Home of Bungy Jumping: the adventure capital of the world


	A beautiful lake and great mountain viewpoints


	A classy resort town with real nightlife


	Christchurch and Canterbury


	Aoraki Mount Cook National Park with New Zealand's tallest mountain (3724 m)


	Akaroa and the Banks Peninsula, a quirky cruise ship destination


	Whale watching in Kaikoura


	The rebuild of Christchurch, current street art capital


	Dunedin and Coastal Otago


	Spectacular wildlife colonies on the coast (penguins, seals and albatross)


	The charming Otago Peninsula


	Gorgeous heritage architecture in Oamaru, the 'Steam Punk HQ'


	Fiordland


	Amazing fiords with high cliffs and waterfalls


	Some of New Zealand's greatest walks and most scenic roads


	Dolphins, fur seals and penguins


	Southland


	Stewart Island with its ancient birdlife


	Untouched Catlins region with its wild beaches


	The famous Bluff Oysters


	 


	More detailed descriptions of the region highlights as well as recommended walks, viewpoints, museums and historic sites can be found later in this ebook.
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	Catlins - Nugget Point











Animals



	The 80 million year long separation from the Godwana continent led to the evolution of unique animals. For example, 25% of birds and 90% of insects are endemic, which means they appear nowhere else. The absence of land mammals meant that birds could occupy their niche, roaming on the forest floor for food, unafraid of predators. Some nest on the floor or even lost their ability to fly, with devastating effects once mammals like Polynesian rats, dogs, possums and stoats were introduced. This plus 800 years of human co-existence (0.0001% of this period) were enough to extinct half of all bird species, while over 70% of all land bird species are currently threatened. Also many species of fish, bats, frogs, insects, marine mammals and reptiles are endangered. New Zealanders work hard for the conservation of these animals, sadly most numbers show a further decline. Also visitors can help by volunteering in a conservation project during their stay.


	Conservation programmes in predator-free reserves and wildlife centres help to keep numbers up, best achieved on offshore islands. Meanwhile also some fenced off 'mainland islands’ have been established, areas well protected against new intruders.
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	Kiwi release in Whangarei


	Extinct animals


	Haast's Eagle: The Haast’s Eagle was the largest bird of prey ever known, it was up to 15 kg with a 3 metre wingspan. Being a threat even to humans - especially children - it was probably hunted by Maori. Because Moa were running out as a food source at the same time, they became extinct around 1400.


	Moa: The Giant Moa was an amazing 250 kg and over 3.5 metres tall, the tallest bird ever! There were 9 more species all the way down to Turkey size. Early Maori settlers concentrated on hunting Moa, understandable as they were easy to catch and one drum stick must have fed a bunch of people, but within 100 years the bird was extinct.


	Birds


	Kiwi: Truly unique birds, with cute whiskers which help them find their way at night, long beaks with great smelling sense, beautiful feathers which were treasured by Maori, laying gigantic eggs compared to body size, living in burrows, with tiny wings useless for flying and no tail feathers at all. The only bird in the world with nostrils at the tip of the beak, ideal for smelling underground worms and insects. They face their biggest threats before adulthood, once grown up they can defend themselves with strong legs and claws against stoats and possums. Especially stray dogs and cars also diminish numbers. Kiwi sanctuaries and programmes around the country try to turn around the negative population trend.


	The Kiwi Trust: www.kiwisforkiwi.org


	Kakapo: The largest and only flightless parrot in the world is also one of the rarest birds in the world, just over 150 surviving mainly on southern offshore islands. They are nocturnal (kaka = parrot, po = night), vegetarians with a good sense of smell and live over 70 years. Males compete for females in an arena by performing against others with thousands of deep booming calls and lots of wing-spreading. Unused to predators other than Haast’s Eagle and historically well sheltered by the canopy, their motivation to defend themselves is very low, they just freeze and try not to be seen.


	Kakapo conservation programme: www.kakaporecovery.org.nz
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	Kakapo (stuffed)


	Kea: The only mountain parrot in the world is extremely intelligent in finding food, thanks to its tough environment. They are cheeky and playful and quite the opposite of the clumsy Kakapo, sliding down roofs, making somersaults and de-constructing anything from shoes to cars, some tests claim them more intelligent than dolphins. To keep them from disrupting forestry operations 'Kea fitness stations' have been established, keeping them occupied in such playgrounds instead. Because Kea attacked and wounded sheep (to them a sort of replacement for the Moa), at least 150,000 were killed until 1970. Now less than 5,000 survive. 


	Kea Conservation Trust: www.keaconservation.co.nz 
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	Kea - Willowbank Christchurch


	Takahe: The biggest rail bird in the world was once thought to be extinct, just over 300 survive in special reserves - up from 112 in -1982. While the original ancestor the Pukeko arrived in New Zealand only recently (in Australia they are known as the Purple Swamphen), the Takahe has become totally flightless since its much earlier arrival. It actually looks like a Pukeko on steroids, with a much larger beak, body and sturdy legs.


	Takahe Recovery Programme: www.takaherecovery.org.nz
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	Takahe


	Penguins: There are more penguin species in New Zealand than in any other country, the following three of them breed on the mainland. The Little Blue Penguin is the world’s smallest penguin who returns back to shore at night. The Yellow-eyed Penguin is one of the world's rarest penguins, with less than 4,000 birds, it also happens to be the most antisocial of all, nesting very far apart from each other. The beautiful Fiordland Crested Penguin survives with 3,000 breeding pairs, strangely it lays two eggs, but only one of them will ever hatch.
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	Yellow-eyed penguin in Moeraki


	Tui: An iconic bird and a real character, the nectar-eating Tui defend their Pohutukawa, Kowhai and Flax territories well and loud. Their beautiful voice ranges from magical bells to gaming machine noise, from alien high-pitched mutterings to throat clearing, some of their song is even outside our own hearing frequency! They can learn to talk with human voice, mimic other birds. They have a funny bundle of white feathers on their chest and seem constantly nervous even when they fly.
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	Tui


	Insects


	Weta: Ancient insects with 190 million year old fossils, they look scary and are good fighters, but are not dangerous to humans, and themselves in danger of extinction. The Giant Weta is officially the heaviest insect on earth, one was caught at 71 g, much heavier than a sparrow. The New Zealand Alpine Weta is the biggest insect that can freeze and thaw out again. Cave Weta can be 45 cm long, mostly legs. Similar to grasshoppers but unique in many ways, flightless and nocturnal, they live in niches otherwise occupied by rats.
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	Stick Insect: In New Zealand neither of the 16 species can fly, the longest females are 20 cm. They are easiest to spot on wooden steps and bridges, but extremely fragile to handle. Probably unable to spot each other, they use pheromones to find mates.


	Marine life


	Fish: 1,200 species of marine fish populate New Zealand waters, from the Great White Shark to Sunfish to Manta Ray etc. A warm current from Northern Australia even brings exotic fish larvae to the Poor Knights Islands.


	Hector’s and Maui‘s Dolphin: They are the smallest dolphins living in the open ocean, recognisable by their round dorsal fins. Both being endangered, the Maui’s Dolphin is a subspecies off the Northland coast, the most endangered marine mammal with less than 100 survivors. Half of all marine mammals appear in New Zealand waters, nine species of dolphin, 20 of whale and 4 of seal.


	Longfinned Eel: Swimming around in rivers since New Zealand drifted away from Gondwana, they used to grow to amazing sizes: up to 1.75 m long, 40 kg heavy and 106 years old (historical records). Once ready for their long migration into the Pacific, as far as New Caledonia or Tonga, they release up to 20 million eggs. As larvae they drift with the current back to the coast, able to climb up high waterfalls. There are another 40 species of freshwater fish in New Zealand.


	MarineNZ: www.marinenz.org.nz.


	Other animals


	Tuatara: Being around for 200 million years, not being a lizard it lost all its relatives 60 million years ago. They are called living fossils and actually had their prime time even before the dinosaurs. Hatchlings show a strange sort of third eye on top of the head, they have no external ears and males no penis, and they hunt at night. Up to 75 cm long, they can live over 100 years, but are only found on offshore islands. Almost half of New Zealand's reptiles are threatened or endangered.


	Glowworm: Actually they are the larvae of the Fungus Gnat, they emanate a bioluminescence light in their poo in order to catch prey in up to 70 sticky strings hanging down cave ceilings or overhanging banks. The sight of thousands of lights in a cave is magic, but when disturbed they quickly hide in little crevices. The adult gnat has no mouth to eat and only one goal: to mate and lay eggs.


	Possum: After early settlement it was probably a good idea to start a fur industry by introducing the biggest species of possums from Australia. Without predators and so much fresh vegetation to eat they have multiplied to a population of 70 million. Besides leaves, insects and new shoots they eat fruit that other native animals normally eat, also all sorts of eggs and hatchlings and they steal nesting burrows from Kiwis. With an average consumption of 300 g per night they destroy 21,000 tons of vegetation per day. Being carriers of bovine tuberculosis they are also a threat for the farming industry. In New Zealand, 'only a dead Possum is a good Possum'!


	Sheep: Yes there are indeed sheep in New Zealand, actually they outnumber New Zealanders by over 10:1, but only consist of introduced species. When they go bush they end up like Shrek who became famous in 2004: he produced 27 kg of wool and generated $170'000 for a charity, then was again shorn on an iceberg south of Dunedin in 2006. He died 2011 and is still an exhibit at Te Papa National Museum.


	[image: ]


	South Island Robin - cute company for your walks
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	See our separate comprehensive ebook on for many more interesting facts about New Zealand animals. Please take a look at its online picture gallery: www.tourleader.co.nz/new-zealand-animals/new-zealand-animals.htm.
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	Kaka, a forest parrot











Plants 



	Gondwana - the evolution of New Zealand’s endemic plants


	New Zealand plants are very special, they evolved slowly amongst unique geology and animals and now are extremely ecologically diverse. 80 million years ago the landmass was connected to Australia and even Chile. However, New Zealand lost its Australian look in the last cold snap 10,000 years ago. In the northern hemisphere many trees didn’t survive the ice age, but as the glaciers didn’t cover all of New Zealand the ancient Podocarp and Kauri forests have survived. Due to the islands’ isolation they have not been replaced by newer species. 85% of all flowering plants are still endemic, appearing nowhere else in the world.


	New Zealand plants evolved with different pollinators. Flowers relied on general pollinators (colour-blind flies, moths and beetles) or even birds and didn’t have to develop colourful variations, so a typical flower would be green or white (= easy to spot at night) and small. Other juvenile trees protected themselves from being eaten. The Lancewood avoids the tall Moa birds as it has spikey hard leaves when young, but when it reaches a height of about 4 metres it develops normal leaves like other trees. No one has told the Lancewood that Moas no longer exist.


	When the islands formed 80 million years ago mammals were not part of the picture, leaving many species vulnerable to introduced species like the Australian Possum (eating new tree shoots and leaves - 20,000 tonnes a day) or deer (nibbling on trees and shrubs and polishing antlers).


	While the Kauri tree may well be 200 million years old there have been other plants which evolved quickly. The alps formed relatively late in a very short time, nonetheless 93% of 600 species of alpine plants are endemic.


	[image: ]


	Rain forest - Mana Nui walk south of Hokitika


	All sorts of climates


	The humid Pacific climate offers plenty of strong sun, but also plenty of rainfall, which is fantastic for vegetation. Together with volcanic soils most plants do very well in this climate. Evergreen rainforests are common everywhere, the trees retain their leaves in winter and cows are left outside with grass growing year round. Even the trees grow faster than elsewhere, apparently the Californian Redwoods in Rotorua grow three times faster than where they come from.


	The climate range stretches from subtropical to alpine, from rainforests with a diversity as complex as tropical jungle to enduring Edelweiss in snowy mountain regions. The so-called 'Taupo line' divides the North Island because Kauri, Puriri, Mangroves and others seem to only grow north of it. The South Island again has many more non-woody plants like shrubs, flowers and grasses.


	The climate also favours the horticultural industry, major crops are Barley, Wheat, Maize, vegetables, Kiwifruit, Grapes, Avocados, pipfruit, Lemon, Orange, berryfruit, Olives, Kumara, and of course all that grass for sheep and cows.


	Wellington is not the only capital of New Zealand: Te Puke is the Kiwifruit capital, Blenheim the Wine capital, Hastings the Apple and Pear capital, Opiki the Potato capital, Katikati the Avocado capital, Dargaville the Kumara capital, Kerikeri the Citrus capital etc. Many fruit species came from much harsher climates and the milder winters in New Zealand (particularly in the north) increase their chance of survival and extend their fruiting season.


	Immigrants


	The ecological balance has been disturbed for a long time, not only by the disappearance of the majority of native forests but also by over 300 introduced pest plants (weeds) which now threaten the survival of over 60 native plant species. Weeds multiply faster than native plants and thrive on the climatic conditions, taking over many niches in the landscape, stealing away nutrients in the soil or suffocating plants by climbing over them.
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	Nikau forest - Maunganui Bluff Walk in Northland


	Interesting New Zealand plants


	Tree Fern: New Zealand forests feel as if a dinosaur might appear any moment - this is probably due to the ancient tree ferns which haven’t changed much in the last few hundred million years. There are eight species of tree ferns (nearly 200 native fern species), of which the best known is the Silver Fern (or Ponga) and the tallest is the black Mamaku, an astonishing tree fern that grows to 20 metres height.


	While the Bracken Fern roots were the most important staple diet of Maori, other parts of the tree ferns are edible after cooking. As a very beautiful, useful and even medicinal plant it turned into a Kiwi icon. You’ll see the young new fern fronds (Koru) or Silver Fern leaves in many traditional Maori carvings, but also in modern brand logos and stylish designs.


	Kauri: Kauri forests existed nearly 200 million years ago, and the New Zealand Kauri is the biggest and oldest of the Pacific Kauri tree family. Now only about 1% of these forests remain, the biggest being the Waipoua Forest in Northland where the largest trees can easily be visited. Te Matua Ngahere (Father of the Forest) and Tane Mahuta (Lord of the Forest) were once only allowed to be approached by Maori priests. Both trees are unique and radiate with personality, Tane Mahuta in height (51 metres) and volume (244.5 m³) and Te Matua Ngahere in width (> 16 metres circumference). Apparently there have been trees up to 4,000 years old and nearly 27 metres in circumference, lost in forest fires in the 19th century. 


	Kauri gum is the resin which protects wounds in the bark, used by Maori as a chewing gum and when burnt used as a tattoo colour. It was later harvested from swamps to use in varnishes and once allowed tens of thousands of new settlers (mostly Dalmatians) employment in Northland. Now it’s as rare as the 50,000 year old swamp Kauri timber which is used for handicrafts and furniture. Today’s protected Kauri trees currently face a new threat in the form of the Kauri dieback disease, caused by a fungus-like organism: please make sure your shoes are clean of dirt before and after visiting a Kauri forest.  


	Pohutukawa: Another iconic tree, also called the New Zealand Christmas tree because it flowers in a beautiful red colour around Christmas time. Their gnarly branches extend in all directions, a stunning sight in steep coastal positions, where they survive due to salt tolerant aerial roots. The bushy red flowers provide nectar for birds and bees, they are finer than the similar Rata flowers (a tree which in the north starts as a vine and later completely takes over its host tree).


	Due to the equally hardy introduced pines they slowly disappear from coastal edges. The largest Pohutukawa has a trunk of nearly 11 metres and a spread of 38 metres, there are also rare pink and yellow flowering trees.


	Cabbage tree (Ti Kouka): The name Cabbage tree is used all over the world for other trees. The New Zealand Cabbage tree looks like a palm, grows up to 20 metres and makes any sheep paddock look exotic, but it belongs to a genus of trees and plants common in the Pacific Ocean (Cordyline). The heart, roots and shoots are indeed edible after cooking - a good carbohydrate source - and its leaves are great to make ropes.


	Flax (Harakeke): Even though the name is shared with other plants in the world, this is another unique New Zealand icon. With leaves up to 3 metres long you will easily recognise Flax in most natural environments. The Tui birds will defend their Flax territory against other birds, they love to drink the nectar from the spring flowers which grow on very long beautiful stems. Medicinal and practical uses were countless, it was especially a great fibre source, Maori traded Flax fibres with the British to make ropes and today Flax weaving is one of the great revived Maori art forms.


	Tea tree (Manuka/Kanuka): Captain James Cook once used its leaves to make a tea against skurvy, today the delicious honey is world famous because it can have antibiotic and antifungal properties (check for an 'UMF rating' of 5 or more). Tea tree oil is one of the best treatments against itchy sandfly bites. Manuka can grow as a low shrub or up to 5 metres, depending on exposure and soil.


	Its taller brother the Kanuka can grow to 30 metres, its leaves are smaller and softer. New Zealand Tea trees and their products are not the same as Australian Melaleuca trees with the same name.
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	Hamilton Gardens


	Some interesting New Zealand gardens to visit


	Hamilton Gardens: Each year 600,000 visitors enjoy the 58 hectares of fantastic gardens with many different exciting themes: there's a Maori Garden with traditional architecture and carvings, a Chinese Scholar's Garden, an English Flower Garden, a Japanese Garden of Contemplation, an American Modernist Garden, an Italian Renaissance Garden and an Indian Char Bagh Garden! Also Rogers Rose Garden, New Zealand Cultivar Garden, Rhododendron Lawn, Hammond Camellia Garden, Victorian Flower Garden, Herb Garden, Kitchen Garden, Sustainable Backyard Garden, Bussaco Woodland, the Hamilton East Cemetery, the Echo Bank Bush and a Valley Walk! Admission to all areas of Hamilton Gardens is free.


	www.hamiltongardens.co.nz


	Auckland Botanic Gardens: In Auckland's mild, moist climate a wide variety of plants can be successfully grown. The extensive native plant collections feature endangered plants, a forest walk, a flax weaving collection and a native plant identification trail. The Gondwana Arboretum brings together species from various parts of the southern hemisphere. The Edible Garden is a collection of fruit, vegetables, nuts and edible flowers. The Perennial Garden is especially colourful from October to April. The palm garden contains New Zealand's largest public collection of palms. The Magnolia Garden has the largest collection of magnolias in New Zealand. The Salvia Collection is New Zealand's largest with more than 200 plants species, cultivars and hybrids. The Rock Garden boasts the largest outdoor collection of cacti and succulents in New Zealand. The African Garden holds plants mainly from the southern most part of Africa - the Cape Floral Region. Spring Blossom Valley's main features are a large group of prunus trees underplanted with daffodils. The Rose Garden's five themed gardens combine roses in creative combinations. 64 hectares and over 10,000 plants. Entry to the Gardens is free of charge.


	www.aucklandbotanicgardens.co.nz


	Christchurch Botanic Gardens: Founded in 1863 with the planting of an English Oak tree, the Gardens now features one of the finest collections of exotic and native plants found in New Zealand. Towering majestic trees - many over 120 years old - dominate the Gardens, forming a striking backdrop to the extensive themed plant collections and sweeping lawns. A loop of the gently-flowing Avon River, criss-crossed by bridges, encloses a large part of the Gardens while the adjacent 164 hectare Hagley Park enhances its natural splendour. The Gardens are an oasis in the city of Christchurch - 21 hectares of beautiful horticultural displays, several conservatories, memorials, garden art and walking tracks. The Gardens are open every day of the year and admission is free.


	www.ccc.govt.nz


	Wellington Botanic Garden: 25 hectares of unique landscape, protected native forest, conifers, specialised plant collections, colourful floral displays, and views over Wellington city. It is classified as a Garden of National Significance by the Royal New Zealand Institute of Horticulture and is an Historic Places Trust Heritage Area. The Garden was established in 1868. Collection: Australian Garden, Begonia House, Camellias, Exotic Forest, Fragrant Garden, Herb Garden, Horseshoe Bend with Asian woodland plants and trees, Lady Norwood Rose Garden, Magnolias, Maori Flax Collections, Native Forest, Ornamental Grasses, Perennials, Rhododendrons, Rock Gardens and Succulents. Entry is free.


	www.wellington.govt.nz


	Dunedin Botanic Garden: Many different collections: The Alpine House is a sheltered and secure environment for alpine plants and bulbs. The Arboretum is a collection of deciduous and evergreen trees. The Geographic plant collections has plants from all around the world, grouped by continent. The Winter Garden Glasshouse is an Edwardian style building that contains a range of plants form tropical, desert and sub-tropical regions. In the sunken Herb Garden you can savour the scents of herbs or muse by the fountain. The Water Garden provides the ideal environment for mainly exotic plants that have adapted to moist, boggy and aquatic situations. Also Camellia Collection. Clive Lister Garden, Native plant collection, Rhododendron Dell, Rose Garden, Rock Garden and Herbaceous Borders. Over 200 birds in the Aviary. Free entry.


	www.dunedin.govt.nz/facilities/botanic-garden


	New Plymouth Pukekura Park: The park covers about 52 ha (128 acres) and contains a diverse range of landscapes, including many plant collections, exotic specimen trees, formal gardens, lakes and walking trails through native bush. The park includes the Fernery as well as the adjacent garden estate area of Brooklands, home to the acclaimed TSB Bowl of Brooklands and Brooklands Zoo. The Gables was built in 1848 on instructions from Governor Sir George Grey, it is the oldest colonial hospital still standing in New Zealand. In 2001 a traditional torii gate was built to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of New Plymouth's sister city relationship with Mishima, Japan. The Kunming Garden in Brooklands was a gift from the Mayor of Kunming. Pukekura Park opened in 1876 and was a major location for the Tom Cruise movie The Last Samurai.


	www.newplymouthnz.com (see for Pukekura Park)


	Queens Park Invercargill: The 81 ha jewel in the centre of the city offers numerous botanical attractions, from the Rhododendron dell, to the formal bog garden and the Azalea section. There is also a significant New Zealand plant section, a new sub-Antarctic Islands garden, the Winter Gardens contains an extensive collection of tropical and sub-tropical plants, the largest and most comprehensive collection of roses of its type in New Zealand and the Japanese Garden consisting of a Japanese lantern, dry waterfall, river of pebbles, garden stream and mountain range, along with a Tea House. Free entry.


	www.icc.govt.nz (search for Queens Parks)


	Cornwall Park Auckland: The 172 ha park has tree plantings dating back over the past 150 years, is renowned for its landscape design and its wide variety of mature trees. It is centred on a volcanic cone, Maungakiekie (or One Tree Hill), with many interesting geological features. A pre-European Maori fortification (pa) was built on the cone, many features of which can still be seen today. Free entry.


	www.cornwallpark.co.nz


	Whangarei Quarry Garden: Considering that it is a volunteer project which only started in 1997, with free entry and funded by donations, the variety and maturity of spectacular exotic plants is astonishing. The success is also due to the fantastic setting within the terraced amphitheatre of an old quarry. The stone walls conserve the heat from morning sun to sunset, the steep walls keep the wind out and two scenic waterfalls with a lake provide the necessary water for plants to thrive.


	www.whangareigardens.org.nz
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	Larnach Castle


	Other gardens:


	Otago Peninsula: Larnach Castle Garden


(www.larnachcastle.co.nz)


	Wellington: Otari-Wilton's Bush (www.wellington.govt.nz)


	New Plymouth: Pukeiti Gardens (www.pukeiti.org.nz)


	Hamilton: Waitakaruru Arboretum and Sculpture Park


(www.sculpturepark.co.nz)


	Tauranga: Te Puna Quarry Park (www.quarrypark.org.nz)


	Napier: Trellinoe Park (www.trelinnoepark.co.nz)


	Gisborne: Eastwoodhill - National Arboretum of New Zealand


(www.eastwoodhill.org.nz)


	Ashburton: Trott's Garden (www.trotts.co.nz)


	For more see New Zealand Garden’s Trust (www.gardens.org.nz)
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	Dunedin











People



	Welcoming Kiwis


	Coming to New Zealand has many highlights - one of them is meeting the inhabitants. As a traveller in such a diverse country you don’t stick out as a tourist. Anyway you’ll surely have many opportunities to talk to the locals, don’t hesitate to strike up a conversation. People are generally chatty with each other and like to crack a joke with strangers. You’ll find that they are very informal and easy to talk to, Kiwis like to keep things uncomplicated and in most situations there will be no etiquette issues (except on the marae, a Maori meeting house, where it would be rude not to know and follow the rules). In general it's 'live and let live' (yet that doesn’t apply for possums, fish and wild pigs)! Being friendly is just part of their nature, they’re so laid back they’re almost horizontal. Just check out the Air New Zealand safety videos to see that their approach can be quite different!


	They are traditionally helpful to travellers and interested to learn more about where you come from and how you like their country. Many have themselves experience or family abroad and know what you’re talking about. If they see you’re in trouble they will be ready to help you, sometimes you might even get a generous invitation to dinner or to stay overnight. A good opportunity to listen to some of those hilarious life stories that most have to tell. And although they are living on the edge of the world, that doesn’t mean New Zealanders are not modern or well informed - on the contrary, most are well educated and like to discuss their opinions on global matters, and sometimes the distance helps to see the big picture!


	[image: ]


	Oamaru - with the nicest historic centre in New Zealand


	Can do! attitude


	Born in the countryside without cash in the pockets and far from dependable supplies, having to compete with the world economy from the edge of civilisation, these sons and daughters of warriors, pioneers, immigrants, clever farmers and outdoors workers have become famous for their ingenuity and 'can-do, will-do' attitude. A lack of resources will probably not deter any decent Kiwi with his own shed from repairing, maintaining or building whatever he thinks is needed. They just 'give it a go', DIY is a way of life, how else would anyone consider jumping down a bridge with a rope around his legs or build a speed record motorbike out of old parts? The 'Number 8 Wire' legend only slightly exaggerates that a Kiwi can fix any problem using just a standard fence wire. Because they can fix things independently they don't like rules and authority, there’s no need to be told what to do, just get your hands dirty and finish it!


	This small country knows how to claim its place in the world (or at least in the 'Southern Hemisphere'). It was the first country to give women the vote in 1893 and today’s emancipated women keep giving a good example. Welfare legislation has usually been ahead of its time since 'The Old Age Pensions Act' in 1898. Inventions include the disposable syringe and tranquiliser dart gun, the highly efficient round milking shed, bungy jumping, the jet boat, the blokart and many industrial advancements, even hokey pokey ice cream!
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