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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“Fear's a jailer. Mind now, I'm not a professor on the subject. I just found it out for myself."

	 — Audie Murphy

	 


Despite his eagerness, Audie Murphy was called “too short” to join the Marines. He was then refused by the paratroopers. He chose the infantry reluctantly but went on to become one of the most celebrated warriors of World War II. He was Audie Murphy, the baby-faced farm boy from Texas who rose to fame in the United States.

	Murphy, like many acclaimed men, came from humble beginnings. He was one of twelve children and grew up in a small holding. His parents were sharecroppers with very little to their name. However, Murphy was a unique individual who had a compassionate and empathetic heart, and he looked after his family after their father abandoned them and their mother died. He then joined the army and cared for his fellow soldiers as if they were his family, never leaving a man behind. Murphy’s bravery and compassion were part of the reason why he quickly “rose to national fame as the most decorated U.S. combat soldier of World War II.”

	According to the National World War II Museum, “On January 26, 1945, 2nd Lieutenant Audie L. Murphy was commanding Company B of the 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, near the French village of Holtzwihr when six German tanks and several hundred infantrymen attacked his company.” Murphy gave the order for his troops to withdraw to defensive positions in the neighboring woods while he hid their retreat and asked for artillery to impede the German approach. Eye witness reports claimed that Murphy then “climbed on the burning tank destroyer, which was in danger of blowing up at any moment, and employed its .50 caliber machine gun against the enemy.” While Murphy was in his vulnerable position on top of the tank destroyer that was on fire, he was able to kill more than 20 German soldiers and turn back their attack. Despite having been shot in the leg, Murphy continued to fire the machine gun for over an hour. After that, he took command of his company and conducted a counterattack, which resulted in the deaths or wounding of another fifty German soldiers.

	Murphy was awarded the Medal of Honor on April 23, 1945, when he was only 19 years old, for his efforts during the war. Although the bravery that Murphy showed on January 26 was exceptional, it was not the first time that he had distinguished himself. In the past, he had been honored with over 20 different decorations for bravery, including the Distinguished Service Cross. For his valor, he was also awarded two Silver Star medals and two Bronze Star medals in both Italy and in France, respectively. After being awarded the Medal of Honor, Murphy was hailed as the most decorated American soldier to have served during World War II and was recognized on the cover of Life magazine as a result of his achievements.
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