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	INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHER

	 

	The anonymous alchemical treatise A Tract of Great Price concerning the Philosophical Stone was published by an unknow German sage and initiate in the year 1423, under the title The True Teaching of Philosophy concerning the Generation of Metals and their True Origin. It was included in 1893 by Arthur Edward Waite – a British poet, writer, Freemason, esotericist and one of the greatest scholars of the Western Mystery Tradition – in the first volume of the English edition of The Hermetic Museum, a collection of the most celebrated ancient alchemical texts, originally published in 1678 in Latin. It is undoubtedly one of the most interesting alchemical texts that have come down to us from the mists of an archaic past of wisdom and knowledge of the elements of nature and their transmutation.

	 

	Nicola Bizzi

	Florence, May 14, 2024.

	 

	[image: Immagine che contiene dipinto, uccello, disegno, portafotografie

Descrizione generata automaticamente]

	 

	Miniature from an ancient alchemical manuscript

	 

	 

	A TRACT OF GREAT PRICE CONCERNING THE PHILOSOPHICAL STONE

	 

	 

	CHAPTER I.

	 

	All temporal things derive their origin, their existence, and their essence from the earth, according to the succession of time. Their specific properties are determined by the outward and inward influences of the stars and planets (such as the Sun, the Moon, Etc.), and of the four qualities of the elements. From these combined circumstances arise the peculiar forms, and proper substances, of all growing, fixed, and generating things, according to the natural order appointed by the Most High at the beginning of the world. The metals, then, derive their origin from the earth, and are specifically compounded of the four qualities, or the properties of the four elements; their peculiar metallic character is stamped upon them by the influences of the stars and planets. So we are informed by Aristotle, in the fourth book of his Meteor., where he says that quicksilver is the common substance of all metals. The first thing in Nature, as we said before, is the substance which represents a particular conglomeration of the four elements, which the Sages call Mercury, or quicksilver. But this quicksilver is as yet imperfect, on account of its gross and earthy sulphureous nature, which renders it too easily combustible, and on account of its superfluous watery elements, which have all been collected together out of the four elements by the action of the heavenly planets. This substance is composed of a hot sulphureous earth, and a watery essence, in such a way that the Sages have called it imperfect sulphur.
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