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  Introduction




  On April 29th, 2013, NBA player Jason Collins announced he was gay. In doing so, he became the first athlete in a major professional sport to come out publicly.




  While there is genuine progress being made in some ways, there is something to be said that as a society, our reaction to the news demonstrates a clear step back in the progress of the world.




  As the news about Collins quickly spread through television and the internet, some people barely gave it any notice, even though it seemed to be a huge story. It wasn't that these people didn't care; it was that they were shocked that this was big news or any kind of story at all.




  To many in our society today, especially younger people, it had been a given that there are gay athletes in pro sports. It was a given that many of those gays are afraid to come out because of the backlash they may face on the field and in the news. And it was a given that there are people out there who don't like these givens.




  Did society already know all of this? Were people under the impression that it is okay to be gay? That society had come far enough that it wasn't a big deal to learn that people are gay?




  The reactions from people, both positive and negative, tell us that a lot of people were shocked, a lot of people were happy, and some people were very angry.




  The reality is that this is a huge deal. It's going to affect the lives of millions or more over time. It's going to make some gays more able to come out and live happier lives. It's going to advance the ability and desirability for gays to play in athletics. It's also going to give some people a forum to vent their bigotry, racism, and moral and religious agendas on people (which it already has).




  For both the better and the worse, Jason Collins and this situation matter.




  Who is Jason Collins?




  Jason Paul Collins (born December 2, 1978) is an American professional basketball player currently with the Washington Wizards of the National Basketball Association (NBA). Collins attended Stanford University, where he was an All-American in 2000–01. He was selected in the first round with the eighteenth overall pick in the 2001 NBA Draft by the New Jersey Nets.




  Early life




  Collins was born eight minutes ahead of his twin brother Jarron, who also became an NBA player. They graduated from Saint-Augustine High School in Los Angeles together. Jason and Jarron won two California Interscholastic state titles during their four-year careers with a combined record of 123–10. Jason broke the California career rebounding record with 1,500. There, he was backed up by Jason Segel, who USA opined might have ended up being the most famous player from the team.




  Back in the mid-1990s, Collins and his brother Jarron starred for Harvard-Westlake High in North Hollywood, Calif., dominating the interior and leading the Wolverines to two state Division III-A championships. But while the Stanford-bound twin towers garnered most of the attention and headlines, a 6-foot-4 backup big man with some ups was getting his fair share of recognition, too. Jason Segel, who has starred on the CBS sitcom "How I Met Your Mother" for nearly a decade, and who also starred in the films "Forgetting Sarah Marshall" and "I Love You, Man", was "Doctor Dunk", Jason Collins' backup before Segel was a star of the big and small screens. Segel has said since, "I'm not nearly as skilled a basketball player as some of the other guys, but I have a lot of bravado."




  College career




  Collins played with brother Jarron for the Stanford Cardinals in the Pacific-10 Conference (PAC-10). In 2001, Collins was named to All-PAC 10 first team, and the National Association of Basketball coaches (NABC) voted him to their third-team All-American team.




  He finished his college career ranked first in Stanford history for field goal percentage (.608) and fifth in blocked shots. After his college career, Collins was expected to be a first-round draft choice in the NBA Draft, along with his brother.




  Professional career




  As a rookie, along with Richard Jefferson (who had also been drafted by the Nets in the first round), Collins played a significant role in the New Jersey Nets' first ever NBA Finals appearance in 2002 against the Los Angeles Lakers. During this Finals appearance, Collins acknowledged that he was not really 7 feet tall as he has been listed since his junior year of college. He is actually about 4 inches shorter.




  In the 2002-03 season Collins took over the starting center role for the Nets (replacing Nenad Kristic) and helped the franchise back to the NBA Finals. Prior to the 2004-05 season, he signed a $25 million contract extension with New Jersey for five more years. This was the only time in his career he was considered a starter in the NBA.




  On February 4, 2008, Collins was traded along with cash considerations to the Memphis Grizzlies for Stromile Swift, who the Nets thought could be their missing link (not to be). On June 26, 2008, Collins was dealt to the Minnesota Timberwolves in a historic eight-player deal involving Kevin Love and O.J Mayo. After his contract expired at the end of the 2008–09 NBA season, the Timberwolves' management decided not to re-sign him. Collins signed with the Atlanta Hawks on September 2, 2009. Collins then re-signed with the Hawks in the 2010 offseason. On July 31, 2012, Collins signed an undisclosed deal with the Boston Celtics. On February 21, 2013, Collins and Leandro Barbosa were traded to the Washington Wizards in exchange for Jordan Crawford.
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