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			From author

			What is the best thing a teacher might ask for? Well, obviously I don’t know what all of them want or need but I know what my goal is. It is to share my knowledge and passion with as many students as possible. I guess it’s the first thought that naturally springs to mind. At least to my mind.

			I’ve been an English teacher and a language coach to lots of people for over 20 years now. I’ve taught people from all walks of life, different ages and nationalities. It’s always been a fascinating adventure for one main reason: it never gets boring. Why, you might ask? Every person has their own and very unique story of their life. So asking a hundred people the same question, you’ll get a hundred different answers. That’s why I really love what I do. I’m really lucky to say that I have never called my job ’a job’ or my students ’my clients’. It’s always been ’my classes’ and ’my students’. Always.

			For the last few years I’ve been thinking about the way to share my knowledge with more people out there than just my students. Writing an educational ebook seemed like a great idea, since this form of reading books has become really popular in the last years.

			So, I’ve decided to reach out to all of you, American English aficionados, to give you some more idioms, slang and other popular colloquial expressions, which are used in contemporary American English. To make it a bit easier for you, I’d like to give you a few pointers to help you read and understand the content properly.

			First of all, please keep in mind that it’s NOT a language dictionary, meaning you won’t find the origins of most of the phrases here. However, it’s all been categorized in alphabetical order, so that it’s easier for the reader to find and memorize a certain phrase. Also, I’d like to assure you that ALL of these idioms and slang expressions presented in this ebook are used in today’s American English and you can be sure that American people use them on daily basis.

			While you will be reading it, you’ll notice ’AmE’ next to most phrases. It stands for American English, meaning the idiom comes from North America (which includes Canada too) and is probably not used (or even known) in other parts of English-speaking world (e.g the United Kingdom or Australia). If there is no indication, it means that the expression is used by North Americans but might also be known and used by other native English speakers.

			With every phrase you will get a short example or a mini dialogue to help you understand it in context. You’ll also notice that the given examples are mostly informal style, to give you a better idea on how American people talk and express their thoughts in everyday life situations.

			Finally, please remember that it is my own subjective selection of American expressions which I believe will bring you a little closer to the real and spoken informal language. Some of them you won’t find in other phrase books or popular dictionaries and some you’ll probably see for the first time. Surely there is also a group of idioms which you have probably heard or read somewhere before,so it could be a great opportunity for some of you to brush up on your language skills. As the Latin saying goes: ’Repetitio est mater studiorum’ which means ’Repetition is the mother of learning’... so off you go and let’s get started. Have fun and enjoy everyone!

			Bart 
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