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“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.”


(Ps. 127.)


“Illumination dissolves all material ties and binds men together with the golden chains of spiritual understanding; it acknowledges only the leadership of the Christ; it has no ritual or rule but the divine, impersonal universal Love; no other worship than the inner Flame that is ever lit at the shrine of Spirit. This union is the free state of spiritual brotherhood. The only restraint is the discipline of Soul; therefore, we know liberty without license; we are a united universe without physical limits, a divine service to God without ceremony or creed. The illumined walk without fear - by Grace.”




PREFACE


Those on the spiritual path usually recognize a mystic as an individual who has attained some measure of conscious awareness of God, one who lives a greater and greater portion of his or her experience in the Presence of this Oneness and is prepared to be an instrument of expression or fulfillment for God’s purpose.


Joel Goldsmith is considered by many to be one of the great Western mystics of the twentieth century. He felt strongly that those who were inwardly directed to enhance their capacity to experience this conscious awareness of the Presence of God could accelerate their progress toward this goal through the active study and practice of specific spiritual principles. When this was coupled with the practice of meditation, he had the conviction this would inevitably lead to the mystical experience.


Beginning in 1954, Joel wrote a monthly letter as a specific teaching tool for his students and felt this was his way of remaining in touch with those who sought his guidance in all parts of the world. He could not emphasize the importance of these Letters enough and stated in one of his final classes that:


“The books of the Infinite Way Letters 1954, ‘55, ‘56, ‘57, ‘58, ‘59 and then Our Spiritual Resources created from the Letters of 1960 and The Contemplative Life created from the Letters of 1961 are as important as any books we have, if not more so, because here you get in every chapter certain principles and their application so that you can always go to those books and find a working tool.”


Although all of Joel’s monthly Letters after 1959 were eventually published as individual books with specific titles, those considered among the most valuable (The 1955 through 1959 Letters) were not. Unfortunately, they have been out of print for several years; however Acropolis Books is now pleased to present The Heart of Mysticism as a reintroduction and compilation of these sixty monthly letters. We have completed this work as a part of our continuing commitment to ensure that all of Joel Goldsmith’s writings remain available and accessible for those that are interested.


Acropolis Books, 2007




The Mission of Acropolis Books: Our Gratitude and Our Appreciation


In 1993, Acropolis Books was inwardly directed and guided to ensure the preservation and perpetuation of the work of Joel S. Goldsmith for those interested in his message.


During his active ministry from 1946 through 1964 Joel brought through the message presented by Jesus Christ 2000 years ago. Joel’s message was called The Infinite Way and reintroduced, with contemporary clarity, a message of immense value to those who are prepared for it and are equally dedicated to studying and working with it. The deepening level of individual consciousness that results is a testimony to the legitimacy and value of Goldsmith’s timeless work.


Although several hundred thousand of Joel Goldsmith’s books have been sold over the years, some of the original publishers of these books were allowing them to go out of print, thus depriving the world of one of the most special spiritual gifts ever received. Acropolis Books made a commitment in 1993 to ensure all of Joel Goldsmith’s books would continue to be available. Acropolis also introduced eleven new books never before professionally published. These activities were possible only through the tireless and faithful dedication of many Infinite Way students, to whom Acropolis Books expresses its eternal gratitude.


Technological evolution has now brought forth e-publishing and e-books, allowing greater simplicity in production and distribution for publishers and providing improved economy and flexibility for readers. Acropolis realized the importance and advantage of making Joel’s books available in the new e-formats. In 2012 Acropolis entered into an agreement with the estate of Joel S. Goldsmith to become the exclusive worldwide publisher of the entire library of Joel’s books as e-books. We wish to express our sincere appreciation to the estate for their ongoing confidence in the ability of Acropolis to carry out this most sacred undertaking.


Acropolis Books took on this conversion process with the clear intent to not only preserve and perpetuate the availability of Joel’s books but to additionally ensure that the integrity and consciousness of the printed books were maintained in the e-books. We trust you will find these e-books deliver the same quality and beauty in their presentation as their printed counterparts. Acropolis also reconstructed its website (www.acropolisbooks.com) to provide a single web location where truth seekers can now find the complete library of Joel Goldsmith’s published books in both print and e-formats, including extensive information about each book and about the message of The Infinite Way. Once again, Grace raised up dedicated Infinite Way students to assist in this e-book conversion process and website reconstruction and Acropolis remains so very, very grateful to these individuals.


Thank you once again to each and every one of those dedicated individuals who have allowed Acropolis Books the special privilege of perfecting the original mission given to us. We trust those who find themselves guided to Joel Goldsmith’s books will share with us in acknowledging the special contributions these individuals have made in the perpetuation of this work.


Michael Krupp


President


Acropolis Books




INFINITE WAY LETTERS 1955




Introduction


MANY attempts have been made to teach the Infinite Way through a mail course, or series of lessons, but none have succeeded.


In our particular work success has come through the personal relationship which naturally exists between Teacher and student, if the student has been spiritually led to the Teacher, and also if the Teacher does not humanly seek students. My great joy is the relationship I enjoy with students and it has naturally followed that those with whom I could not be personally present, must be inspired by means of correspondence.


Study well my original book The Letters, and Infinite Way Letters of 1954 and 1955, together with the Writings, and you will quickly see how the bond thus established between student and Teacher results in definite inspiration and inner unfoldment. It must become clear to all students that the greatest inspiration and spiritual progress will come to those who are spiritually guided to their Teacher and teaching. Pray, pray, pray—for spiritual Light and direction until YOUR Teacher is revealed to you. Then follow diligently, sacredly and secretly in the inspiration that unfolds to you, and one day your spiritual progress will be shouted from the housetops.


For those on the Infinite Way, the Monthly Letter is the point of contact between Teacher and student, and through them every bit of fresh inspiration which comes in our daily work is shared with students instantly, all over the globe.


At present these Letters go into over three thousand homes in the United States and Canada, and about seven hundred in England. Some travel to the continent of Europe, of Asia, Africa and Australia; thus students are united in study and meditation and naturally benefit by “two or more” being in one Consciousness—of one Spiritual Household.


Do you see now that these Letters constitute a bond between you and me, and between you and every student seriously studying and living The Infinite Way? Do you realize that you can travel through many lands, near and far, and find a welcome from those accompanying us on the Infinite Way of Life? “We are no more strangers”—we are one in the fellowship of the Spirit.


You will be greatly helped in your spiritual life if you will spend a few minutes each day in meditation to realize the Presence of God, and then to “feel” that this One-ness with God constitutes your one-ness with all spiritual being. This Divine Union brings the entire spiritual universe into your individual experience.


Aloha greetings,


JOEL.


P.O. Box 5041, Pawaa Station,
Honolulu 14,
Hawaii, U.S.A.




CHAPTER ONE: JANUARY


The Importance of Meditation


OUR work is to live in God; to dwell in the secret place of the most high; to keep thought stayed on Him; to pray without ceasing. Throughout all ages, the scriptures of the world have given us this same truth: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”


No part of the Message of the Infinite Way is more important than meditation, for it is only through meditation that we are enabled to find God. There is no other way. The act of meditation is solely for the purpose of quieting us into a state of peace and serenity, in which we become receptive to the Word of God unfolding and revealing Itself in and as our consciousness.


Each of us has many moments during the day and night in which to abide in the Word of God, to meditate upon Truth, be it only a momentary pause during our work, before meals, while walking, driving or resting. If wakeful during the night, we can spend that time with God and find rest in His peace. While we are dwelling in God no sense of evil can come nigh our dwelling place.


God is the all-knowing Mind, so take the attitude that He knows our needs better than we do, and turn within only for the impartation of His Word. We may be meditating because of a lack of health, or supply, or companionship, but it is not necessary to enlighten God. Just turn to Him with the expectancy of an impartation from within, and the Word of God will be made flesh—it will appear outwardly in human experience, and therefore let us not be concerned as to what form it shall take.


There may be times when no thoughts come, but be grateful: thoughts are not necessary. “My peace I give unto you. . . .” Be satisfied with the sense of peace that is beyond words and thoughts and knowledge, and relax in it. Thank you, Father, I rest in Thy peace. Thy Grace is my sufficiency. I am happy, peaceful, joyous in Thy peace. The kingdom of God—the Allness of God is within me.


In this meditation we do not think of ourselves, we do not ask God for anything, we have no hopes, no wishes, no ambitions. We rest in the Spirit, in God’s Presence, His promises and assurances, and in this consciousness awaken to the realization we have been desiring. “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”


“Man shall not live by bread alone”—not by the truths we think or declare or read, “but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” and the only way to hear that Word is to listen. Seek, ask, knock, but do not acquaint God with the nature of the problem. Leave your problems outside the door, and enter into the sacred place to hear the still, small Voice, with the attitude that you are seeking only the kingdom of God.


Should any difficulty arise, become still and quiet inside. At such times as it may appear that you have some need or human requirement on the outer plane, no matter what the claim, let your answer be: “I have meat to eat that ye know not of.” Refute all temptation to yield to the claim of lack with the Word of God, which is your meat, your wine, your water, your home eternal in the heavens.


In this understanding you can be reborn. You can undergo a change of consciousness wherein are needs you long to have fulfilled, to a consciousness that faces every claim with “I have meat to eat that ye know not of.” In this consciousness you are aware of the Word of God—the invisible substance of all form, the essence of which every demonstration is made. In this consciousness you have the bread of life, the wine of inspiration, the invisible source of supply, the fount of all good; and as you turn within and feel Its Presence, It manifests outwardly as demonstration.


While this new consciousness is forming, you may, for a while, be faced with some sense of limitation or delay which may cause you to doubt the Presence of the Christ, and it is then you need to remember: “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. . . .” It is in quietness and in confidence that you rest in assurance. If you have even a grain of faith, the Christ will see you through. Your good can appear outwardly only in proportion to the development of spiritual consciousness within. Disaster results from accepting appearances and feeling that perhaps you do not deserve God’s blessings, and that He is not paying attention to your needs. If you will learn to sing in prison, and never to fear, even in the valley of the shadow of death, you are acknowledging that “I have meat”—the Word of God—and that will bring you through all forms of discord.


Many times we may feel that error is responsible for our inharmonies, and in so doing we violate the first commandment. All power is in God. The darkness of discord may be a step to bring us to God, for God works in mysterious ways to give us the lessons and, thereby, the blessings we need.



Father, Pray



“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”


(Rom. 8:26.)


This may seem a startling statement, but you do not know how to pray, and if you are obedient to the Voice of the Spirit you never will know how to pray! The further along the Spiritual Path you travel, the nearer you come to the place where you let God do the praying, and it is then you let the Spirit pray in you, bear witness, make intercession for you. God knows far more about prayer and what to pray for, what you need and how to present it than you do. You know not what to pray for; you know not how to go out or how to come in; you know not what your need will be tomorrow. Therefore, the only way you have of praying is: “Father, pray. Reveal Thyself, the activity of Thy Being in me and through me. Let the Spirit make intercession for me.”


In one of my recent writings, I made much of the fact that the “I” is a devil. The personal “I” which calls itself Joel, or Mary, or Bill, is really a devil, because it takes unto itself powers it does not possess. The word “I”, wrongly used, can interfere with your demonstration, and even the thought that “I can give a treatment”, or “I can pray”, can be a hindrance. Much better results follow when you have learned to make your statements of Truth merely for the sake of raising yourself in consciousness. When you come to that period of quiet, of listening, of peace, say: “Father, I know not how to pray, nor what to pray for. I know not how to pray to become free of disease or discord.” Then let the Father pray! Let the Father reveal the activity of His thoughts. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” Therefore, listen to the Lord’s thoughts, and let the Lord have His way in you.


You come to a very high state of spiritual illumination as you realize that you do not know how to pray, and that all you can do is to learn to listen and let the Father reveal Himself within you. All power is in God, so let us be receptive and responsive to that Power and Presence of God, and It will do all things through us—even pray! It will not answer our prayers; It will not fulfill our desires; but It will fulfill Its own desires in us!



My Peace



“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”


(John 14:27.)


I would like you to meditate upon this statement for many days to come—a week, or two or three—until the Father within reveals to you what the Master meant when He said, “My peace” . . . not as the world giveth. . . .” The world has the power to give you only a human sense of peace. You might call it an absence of war and animality, an absence of hate and revenge. But that is not “My peace.” “My peace” is a very spiritual thing. It is something that can better be understood through the word “Grace.” It is a state of peace that has in it no thought of humanhood or human values—it is a state of divine being.


You can bring this state of divine being into your experience. You can, through pondering and meditating upon this statement, ultimately achieve an awareness of its inner meaning, and find within yourself this state of Grace descending. In scripture, this state of Grace is called the descent of the Holy Ghost. It is a release from humanhood—from human standards and values, and even from human good. It is something higher than human good—it is something divine; it is something not of this world; it is something straight from God.



Prayer



Prayer, in The Infinite Way acceptance of the word, is totally unlike the accepted dictionary meaning of petitioning, supplicating, beseeching.


While pondering words and all their varieties of meanings, my thought turned to how these words came into being: how feeling had first become caged in the form of words, and so became generally accepted to have much the same meaning the world over. In thinking of the feelings embodied in certain words, I was then in a state of meditative prayer.


In this quiet, contemplative state my thought turned to the Psalms of David, and how his Psalms were prayers. Many times he poured forth his personal sense of anguish, remorse, doubt, but always he came back to the understanding of his true relationship to God. Then his prayer became a song of praise and thanksgiving, and awareness of his relationship to God.


Prayer then can be a cleansing agent, a clearance of old beliefs, a “cleansing of the temple,” and sometimes this cleansing can take the form of a whip—a lash to drive out the belief that our bodies can be other than “the temple of the living God.”


Only the Christ performs this type of prayer, because only the Christ knows when the temple is being desecrated. The natural man can give many good reasons why the money-changers should be in the temple. So, then, an important function of prayer is listening for the Christ—silently, expectantly listening for Its interpretation, and then following through by obedience.


Only those of pioneer dispositions or with an adventurous spirit within can get the utmost from prayer. The word itself, having a supplicatory association, would disguise this fact, but anyone having explored the path of prayer for any period of time can tell you it is a glorious new adventure in living—the opening up of an heretofore unexplored realm. The dropping away of horizons is perhaps the first step; then old concepts slough off, one by one, and you begin to find you have never known your “Self.”


Try it, and through the gateway of prayer, “Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.”


(A Student.)



The Power of Secrecy



“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have the glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”


(Matt. 6:1-6.)


Secrecy is one of the profound and powerful principles of harmonious and joyous living, and only those who have discovered the world of secrecy can realize its beauty, peace and Grace.


Rightly understood, The Infinite Way reveals that we do not pray, but rather that God utters His Word—and it is done. We do not pray: we hear the “still, small Voice” declaring His Truth within us, and this is prayer. Only in Silence, and “in the secret place of the most High” can we become aware of the Divine Presence, and thereby be in prayer. And this prayer is openly fulfilled in the harmonies, joys and peace of our daily experience.


“ . . . do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have the glory of men . . . they have their reward.” Indeed, to give alms, to give assistance and to share, brings a reward in the regard of men. But to do these secretly is to gain the Grace of God, the recognition of Love, and thereby God’s bounty is openly received. The reward for praying in public is in the regard received from men, but only those who have learned to pray “in secret” may experience the Grace of God in answering prayer.


To give, or to pray, where others may witness and possibly praise, is to glorify self, and this is a violation of Christ’s Law. The law of self is eliminated when the gift and the prayer are secret. God is the only Giver, and so praise of the self, or glory drawn to the self, leaves one outside the realm or benefit of the Law. Giving in secret is the recognition of God as the real Giver, and thereby the glory rightly belongs and goes to the Father.


When fasting from the indulgences of the senses, we are not to make evident to the world that we are refraining from the world’s standards: instead, let us appear outwardly as men, while living inwardly as Saints. Hereby Spiritual Law is fulfilled.


It is possible to observe this principle or its violation in our own experience. For a few days take heed, and mark how much of self is praised, thanked and recognized in the acts of giving and praying. Then for a while, give and pray in secret where no one can know the source of the benefits received, and notice now how self, self-benefit and self-glory have been absent and, naturally, how all recognition and praise is given to the Divine Source of all Good. It is in this deflation of self that the Christ is fulfilled.


The Master teaches much of praying for our enemies; for those who despitefully use us and persecute us; for those who do evil. This manner of prayer is but the recognition of God as the Father, the Life and the Law unto all men; the awareness that God’s Love to His Children is evidenced in much forgiveness; the realization that Christ holds no man in bondage to his sins, but graciously utters, “Neither do I condemn thee . . . Thy sins are forgiven.”


How but in secret and in silence can we receive such wisdom from the Father, and feel such love for mankind—even those who hate us? If we voice such sentiments aloud, is it not merely that we may be praised for our great spirit of love and forgiveness, whereas actually we are but the instruments through which God’s love and God’s forgiveness reaches the world?


Since “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof . . .” actually we have nothing to give to anyone, that is, nothing that belongs to us, except by His Grace. Is it not fitting then that our giving be in secret that only the Father may receive thanks, praise and glory? Thus the elimination of the self is the fulfilling of Love’s Law.


We are admonished: “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” Spiritually, we understand this to mean that we are not to judge man by appearances, but consciously to know and understand the spiritual nature of his being; to recognize Spirit as the law and source and activity of individual being. To look upon man as he appears to be—mortal, material, finite, sick, well, rich, poor—is to bear false witness against him. To recognize and realize Christ as the true identity of everyone, and to understand Love as man’s true nature, is to pray for him.


Each day it is our privilege and duty to retire into our secret chamber of consciousness, and pray this prayer of realization for those of our household, our business, our community, our nation, and this giving of our understanding, of our time and our devotion will be rewarded in His Grace literally appearing as our sufficiency in all things.



Daily Inspiration



In order that we may fill ourselves with the Spirit of God, which is the wine of inspiration, the living water that is to spring into newness of life, we must empty ourselves of whatever thoughts, beliefs and opinions that act to separate us from the Presence and the Power of God. Before this inspiration can flow, and before we can receive the assurance of God’s Presence and Power, we must empty ourselves of our conceits, our egotisms, and our beliefs that we, of ourselves, are sufficient to live this life. To bring this about—this emptying of ourselves—we turn to scripture: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”


Never has prayer gone unanswered. Never has anyone prayed and not received an answer and a blessing. We may doubt this because we earnestly believed that we have prayed. Many times we believed that we have lived constantly in prayer, but now we learn that we have prayed amiss unless we have gone to God with an understanding of the nature of God and the nature of prayer.


When we declare that we are to lean not unto our own understanding, but that we are to acknowledge God in all our ways, we must know how this is to be done. And so we turn to the Master, and seek from Him guidance in the understanding of the nature of God and prayer. In the 12th Chapter of Luke, we read: “And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the body more than raiment. . . . For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little flock: for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”


Here we see that we are not to ask God for the things of the world, because He knoweth we have need of these things. Perhaps it is in this way that we have failed in our understanding of prayer, because if we have asked God for safety, security, peace, supply or employment we have prayed amiss. God is the all-understanding Mind, the all-wise Father, the Divine Intelligence of the universe, and it is absurd to tell Him of our needs.


We also see that God is Divine Love, because it is His good pleasure to give us the kingdom. It is not God’s will that we want or lack for any good, nor is it God’s will that we petition and beseech for our good. Just as it is our great pleasure to give to our children, much more so is it the pleasure of the Father to give us all that is necessary for our good.


Now that we know something of the nature of God and something of the nature of prayer, we can relax. Be still, be silent, and from the depths of this inner Silence comes the Spirit which appears as our cloud by day and our pillar of fire by night. From the depths of this inner Silence comes forth the healing water that brings everlasting life. From the depths of this Silence comes the Peace of God, and once this peace has descended there is nothing to fear: the prayer is complete—“Fear not, little flock.”


All prayer or communion with God is for only one purpose—to achieve this sense of peace within; to achieve the realization that “. . . lo, I am with you alway.” Let us have that sense of Divine Presence now and we will have answered prayer. Let us fail to achieve this sense of peace and the prayer is not a prayer. The feeling of the Presence is in itself a prayer.


Let us understand this: our problem is at an end, not when we think we have found a solution, but when we have felt this inner peace. In “My Presence” the fires do not burn, the waters do not drown, the storms do not rage. The power of Christ is the answer to every form of discord.


Above all, let us remember that God is the all-knowing Mind, the ever-loving Father who knows our every need, even before we do, and that it is His good pleasure to give us the kingdom. And as we ponder the revelation of the Master, we will hear it said within our own being: “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” “My Presence” goes before you. Lean not unto your own understanding—acknowledge this Presence!




CHAPTER TWO: FEBRUARY


Grace


THERE is an area of consciousness through which you are instantly one with God, and with all spiritual being and creation, and through which you find instantly available all forms of good. This has been described as a Sea of Spirit, and it is as well the universal or divine Soul. In achieving conscious contact with this Sea of Spirit (or the Father within) you find divine Love pouring Itself into expression, so that you no longer live by personal effort alone, but by Grace. Rather than to seek your good from persons or things, tap this universal Soul and become a beholder as It pours forth as ideas, manifest as the human forms of good so necessary to your present experience. It is only as you learn to look to this Infinite Invisible that you begin to understand the nature of Grace.


Instead of seeking or desiring something already existing as form or effect, learn to turn within and let your good unfold from this divine Source, the Infinite Unseen. Let the practitioner and teacher seek activity from this inner source. Let the business and professional man look to the divine within. Let the sick and the sinner seek healing and perfection from within. Be ever alert, expectant of Consciousness unfolding as new and richer and lovelier forms of good, and you will experience the abundance of life—by Grace. To understand that your Soul is the eternal storehouse of all good is permitting the activity of the Christ to function in your experience through Grace.


What is “the Father”? The Father is universal Consciousness; the Substance of all form; divine Mind acting as your mind and manifesting as limitless ideas; immortal Life appearing as the harmonies of individual life. Seek everything in life from the kingdom within. Draw your good from the infinity of your own being. Touch that center, the kingdom within, and let the Father reveal your heritage. This is to live by Grace.


Grace is the gift of God. The Children of God live by Grace: we are heirs—“heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” The Father reveals, “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.” Grace may be summed up as a release from all human desires in the actual understanding and achievement of spiritual realities.


Most men and women have a measure of faith that there is a God, a divine Power. However, to some there comes a conviction (or actual realization of God) which is termed an experience of Christ, after which their lives are lived by Grace. This spiritual experience is also known as illumination, or rebirth. In mystical literature it is sometimes spoken of as Cosmic Consciousness or Christ Consciousness. Those who have attained this Light have no further “problems” of existence, since they are fed, clothed and housed from the infinite inner Fountain of Life we call Christ.


The secret of Grace is contact with the Infinite Invisible, the universal center of being within you. The earnest seeking of the realization of the kingdom of God, through reading and studying inspirational literature and scripture, and through frequent pondering and meditating on God and God’s creation (leading to actual communion with the Father within) brings to your consciousness the touch of the Christ. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee.” This leads to an awareness (sometimes, even a Voice) and some day you will know that “. . . he performeth the thing that is appointed for me,” and then Grace will have taken over in your life. This moment of Grace cannot be adequately described, since it appears in different ways to different people, but all who have received this Light understand the experience of the illumined of all the ages.


While the bibles of all peoples contain numerous true stories of the miraculous experiences of the illumined, the activity of the Christ, resulting in living by Grace, is by no means limited to the past. More than ever before, untold numbers of men and women have experienced the Christ, and are now living lives of beauty, health, harmony and joy—by Grace. With Truth now available to all who can read, spiritual illumination is a possibility to every earnest seeker. To live “not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,” it is only necessary to earnestly desire a knowledge of God. “Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace.” The moment you receive the realization of the Father within, the moment you “feel” the atmosphere of Love, which is an inner awareness of the Presence, that is the beginning of your life by Grace.



True Humility



The advent of the Christ in the consciousness of Jesus of Nazareth was accompanied by the deep humility that forever after made Him deny personal powers, personal virtues and personal honors in His conviction that “I can of mine own self do nothing . . . the Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works. . . . My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. . . . If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.” These statements of the Master reveal a deep inner conviction and awareness of something invisible (the Father within) accomplishing the mighty works of healing, redemption, and feeding the multitudes on the outer plane. “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work . . . I and my Father are one . . . my Father is greater than I.” Wherever you find one who has been touched by the Hand of the Divine, you will find this same realization of an Infinite Unseen . . . yet all power is expressed in the realm of the visible.


As you come to this place in consciousness, you feel that your life has been taken over and is being lived for you, as well as through you and as you. It is as though the Presence were always going before you to “make the crooked places straight,” and the desert “blossom as the rose,” and to open doors of opportunity, of service, and of welcome. It is not that you, of yourself, have these powers, but rather that “the Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works.” As you observe more and more of the activity of the Christ in your consciousness (ever appearing as more beautiful and wonderful thoughts, manifesting as greater and still greater deeds of spiritual power) your trust and faith grows by leaps and bounds.


From the moment you receive this inner conviction, you relax and rest—and let the invisible do the works. No longer do you use Truth to overcome error, but let Truth appear as the activity of your consciousness. As you come to the realization of God as the only power, you learn that neither sin, fear nor disease have any power, and you give up the struggle against every form of discord. To relax the human power, the personal will, the mental or physical might, is to obtain “by my spirit”.


Paul achieved a life by Grace as shown by the deep humility expressed in his words, “. . . I live: yet not I, but Christ liveth in me . . . I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” To live by Grace enables you to do greater things, and to achieve better results in all your activities, because of this spiritual impulsion and divine guidance. Concern for your personal welfare (or for that of your families or nations) cannot be dropped, except when this inner Wisdom reveals itself to you; freedom from fear, danger, or lack can only come as the Comforter appears. The Voice of Truth utters Itself within you, and It becomes the “Peace, be still,” to every storm in your experience.


Christ Consciousness is “this mind . . . which was also in Christ Jesus,” voicing Itself. You must cultivate It. A few people are born into the world with some measure of Christhood, but everyone may develop and cultivate this awareness to the degree of his fidelity to study and meditation. Your receptivity consists in keeping open the passageway of consciousness, so that you may recognize and welcome the Christ as It touches and awakens your Soul into newness of life. In the silence of your being Christ speaks, and you hear: “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee . . . I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” This consciousness of God’s Presence is developed in quietness and stillness, in patience and perseverance; by abstaining from mental power or physical might, so that “my spirit” may function as your life. “Be still, and know that I am God.”


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. . . .” By Grace are you saved!



There are no Added Things



“I listened, and the Voice told me what to do”—meaning the Voice, still and small, or loud and insistent, that speaks sometimes in moments of meditation. We all know that when we have a problem, a situation in which we do not know how to act, the best and wisest thing is to go into meditation. We know, too, that we must leave the problem outside, as the Orientals leave their shoes outside the door, and very often the solution is there, with our shoes, as we come out. Seldom is the solution in the form of concrete instructions, although sometimes even in that form, but the sense of release, the removal of strain, worry or doubt is a frequently known thing. We know that God is not with humans, that God cannot give advice on matters of health, supply or happiness. Yet God does speak, and in speaking guides our human destiny. To what extent, actually, has the Voice spoken, to what degree of detail has the instruction amounted?


The answer, here, is one that is based purely on interpretation and, indeed, every answer must be based on that. “In what language did God speak to you?” is a question that has been asked of saints and seers. And the reply to that is that the saint understood God without language, and proceeded to translate or interpret that wordless understanding into his own language. And it is on the degree, the quality of the interpretation—both in the interpreter and in the receiver of the interpretation—that the degree of validity must rest.


No message from God is an Absolute one. It cannot be, because there is the translation or interpretation, and the need for communication, to stand in its way. There is the question of how it is to be described or put into words at all. The mystics have grasped, groped and tormented themselves on these lines: they have made denials, they have used parallels from the language of human love, and paradox phrases about dazzling darkness and formless forms. There is the problem of how to choose words that you will be able to understand.


The teacher himself, in his capacity of teacher, is an interference, a screen between God and the receiver. Even the idea of any persons involved at all, is an interference. God must speak His own message wordlessly, and to no one. It is picked up, translated, and then delivered from one man to another, and at once there is a concept—a false concept—taking place. This is true even of the Biblical texts that we like to think of as being permanent and absolute. They have been written down, translated from one tongue into many others; they have gathered meanings and interpretations acquired through the centuries. From a spoken word, which was an attempt to convey a wordless thought, they have been passed down into the phrases that we are always trying to see through and beyond.


To pursue this thought to its ultimate is finally to deny validity to all expression, and to retire into a soundless, trance-like state. In the meantime, what are we to do about the present state of affairs, where the translation is all there is, even though we may know that it is never an accurate one? The best we can do is to accept that fact, but, remembering it, to try and train ourselves, our minds and our spirits, to be better translators, to be recipients whose sense of the meaning behind the words is as fine and as high as we can make it. And, especially, never to reach for that interpretation, never to seek it as such, but to listen only for as wordless and intangible an understanding of God as can be made known to us, and never for the message or for the use that the message can bring to us.


This use, this sense of a worldly fulfillment, or a demonstration, not only may seem to happen, it almost always will happen in the earlier stages. The seeker after God, still living in the human world and obsessed by its problems, will find these problems lifted, eased and clarified. Then, as he grows wiser, he will find, with some dismay, that the record of demonstration seems to grow less, and he will begin to wonder what is wrong. We know, now, only too well. “Ye pray amiss.”


As we learn more and more about prayer, we realize more and more how easy it is to pray amiss. There is not one of us now who does not know that one must never pray for things, for persons or for healing; that God cannot change any physical thing; and that matter, as a solid and real entity, will never change under the use of Spirit. That far we have progressed. But there is another danger. We know that we must seek first the kingdom of Heaven, but we also remember that “all these things shall be added unto you.” It is hard to forget that promise. We know that we must not seek these things, that our mind and spirit must be seeking the kingdom of Heaven only—but there is always the thought that if we find God all these things will be added. As has been stated in The Infinite Way Writings of Joel Goldsmith: “There are no added, things in God. God is the Thing Itself.”


That is true. I quote Mr. Goldsmith again: “When we hear the Master’s words: ‘I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly,’ do we not immediately think of a greater sense of human health and wealth?” Yet since human health and wealth are the things we know best, it is not strange if they become the symbols of abundance. But let us, at least, recognize them as symbols, and never as the real thing. When a problem is solved, when the deliverance is showered upon us, let us be careful never to regard that occurrence as the demonstration. Let us not think that God arranged it for us.


This must be true of all the things that the Voice seems to tell us. We must listen, and obey what we think we have heard, but we must never forget that what we have heard is a human interpretation only, and that that is not what we are after. Especially, we must make no effort towards that translation. Too easily we can go wrong, swung and swayed by our human wills and desires. When we know what we have heard, we know it! When we try and guess, try and interpret, we are more than likely to guess wrong.


This is all akin to the razor’s edge of dilemma that exists in these matters when we try and understand them from a human plane. On the one hand, there is the absolute willing and seeking after God, a turning to God for nothing but God, with a wish to lose one’s sense of self in the realization of one’s Self. That is the furthest we can aim for. But in the meantime (and at the same time) one is—or seems to be—a human being living in this world, and one cannot more than momentarily forget that. And when one returns from that forgetting, there will be human needs and crises once again, problems and troubles that stand in the way of peace and clearness of Spirit.


Once, one would have taken these problems to a practitioner, asking for their dispersal as such. Still, if one cannot achieve a clear vision that dispels them, one will ask for help, for the removal of the troubled spirit, the disturbed or limited consciousness that cannot find peace, that cannot find God. And when that peace has come, how can one help recognizing the freedom that has occurred as the Word of God made flesh? We have seen the loaves and fishes multiplied, sufficing and more than sufficing. Are we to deny those? Yes, as loaves and fishes. The most that we can let ourselves see and recognize is that all fulfillment is in God, and comes from God, and is God, and it matters not at all in what form it is seen. Our gratitude can never be for the loaves and fishes, but that we have been allowed to see and know the fulfillment that is God.


Once, it seemed so easy. In the beginning, there were promises that seemed to be fulfilled, needs that were answered. One thought it would continue in that way, growing better and better. But one cannot expect that the problems will ever vanish totally. As one advances spiritually, they may seem to intensify and to weigh more heavily. Is this a denial of what we were first promised? I think not. If we took that promise as one of an easier road, a road with less and less burdens, we had ignored everything we have ever read of the lives of spiritual men.


If and when we ever achieve the happy ending, with ourselves walking shining and free from chains to a blissful eternity, we shall have lost all sense of ourselves and humanity, and we shall have disappeared from the human scene. But while we live in the human scene, among men of varying degrees of consciousness, we shall find problems that we can grow free of only by an ever deepening, more intense knowledge of God. They will not be the same problems with which we were formerly faced. A grown-up is no longer troubled by the sicknesses and fears of childhood. The grown-up can do his fractions and his decimals now, but the problems of higher mathematics overtake him as his knowledge increases.


We must not ask nor seek for that human happy ending. More and more we must turn to God for the forgetting of ourselves, for the sake of God only, for the realization of God not as A power, but as Power only; not as the Cause of an effect—not even as Cause and effect—but as all there is, with neither Cause nor effect considered. Cause and effect are of the human world, and our reach must be beyond that. We shall be dragged back to this world, to complain of it, or to be grateful for delivery from its troubles. And again and again we must reach forward beyond it.


It is a hard task that is before us, denying us everything we thought essential. No one can say whether the last deliverance will ever be known by any of us. I am in no way sure that it matters whether it will or not. It is the climbing of the mountain that matters, and not the ultimate view from its top. That view is an achievement we will be tempted to think of as having been made by us, or as having been granted by Grace. We should know by now that an achievement, of no matter how rarefied a stature, is never what we are seeking. To believe that a search must have an ending, and that it is useless without one, is to cling still to the material belief of struggle and fulfillment, of winning a final prize, a crown set upon one’s head. And then one is back where one started, in the scale of values one was so desperately trying to leave. In the deepest sense of truth, we are already beyond it. We are fulfillment ourselves, and the harmony and security we are seeking are within ourselves. This is what we have always to know, always to remember. No one has ever said that it was easy.


(A Student.)




CHAPTER THREE: MARCH


Protection


IN the material sense of life, the word “protection” brings up the thought of defense or armor, a hiding place from an enemy, or some sense of withdrawal from danger. In the mental sciences, protection refers to some thought or idea, or some form of prayer that would save one from injury or hurt from an outside source. In the use of the word “protection” thought is immediately drawn to the fact that existing somewhere is a destructive or harmful activity or presence or power, and that protection, by word or thought, is a means of finding security from this danger to one’s self or one’s affairs.


In The Infinite Way we have learned that God is One: therefore, God is one power, and we live in that conscious One-ness. The moment the idea of God as One begins to dawn in consciousness we understand that in all this world there is no power and no presence from which we need protection. You will see this as you dwell on the word “Omnipresence,” and realize that in this All-presence of Good you are completely alone with a divine harmony—a harmony which pervades and permeates consciousness, and is in itself the All-ness and the Only-ness of Good.


Ponder this idea and meditate upon it, and note how the revelation and assurance comes to you, within your own being, that this is true: there is but One, and because of the nature of that One there is no outside influence for either good or evil. There is no presence or power to which to pray for any good that does not already exist as Omnipresence, right where you are. In your periods of communion note the assurance that comes with the realization that God alone is, and that God’s Presence is infinite. There is no other power; there is no other Presence; there is no destructive or harmful influence in any person, place or thing; there is no evil in any condition. God could not be One and yet find an existence separate and apart from that One. God alone is being—think of that, God alone is Being. How then can you pray to God in word or thought, or how can you defend yourself, mentally or physically, in the realization of God as being the One and the Only Being?


The Master has told us: “There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.” Our studies and meditations have revealed that whatever of discord or inharmony is manifest in our experience today is coming through the activity of our own thought. We have accepted the universal belief of a power, a presence and an activity apart from God; we have accepted the belief that some one or some thing, outside of our own being, can be a presence or power for evil in our experience; and the acceptance of this rather universal belief causes much of our discord and inharmony.


As we consciously bring ourselves back, day after day, day after day, to the actual awareness of God as Infinite Being, God manifesting and expressing Itself as our individual being, we understand more fully that all power flows out from us, through us, as a benediction and blessing to the world, but that no power acts upon us from without our own being. As students of The Infinite Way, it must become clear to us that there is no power acting upon us from without our own being for either good or evil. Just as we have learned that the stars, the creations of God in the heavens, cannot act upon us in accord with astrological belief, so we have learned that conditions of weather, climate, infection, contagion, or accident likewise cannot act injuriously upon those who have come into some measure, at least, of the understanding of the nature of God and the nature of individual being. We are constantly being reminded to become more and more aware of the nature of God, the nature of prayer, and the nature of individual being, so that we will understand ourselves as the off-spring of God, of whom it is truly said, “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.”


All of human existence is made up of the belief of two powers—the good and the evil. All religion in its beginning was nothing more nor less than an attempt to find something to deliver us from external conditions or powers of evil. Even today most religions deal with a concept of God as being some kind of great Power which, if we can only reach It, will protect and save us from these destructive influences which, it is claimed, exist outside our own being.


Think seriously on this subject of protection or protective work, because each day we are faced with suggestions of impending or threatened dangers. Always some person, some place, or some thing is being presented as a great danger or destructive power which we must fear, or from which we must seek a God to save us. Of course, if there were such dangers, and if there were such a God, the world would have discovered, long before this, some way to reach that God.


God’s All-ness makes it utterly impossible for any destructive or evil influence or power to exist anywhere—in heaven, on earth, or in hell—so do not make the mistake of thinking of God as some great power which is able to save you from a destructive person or influence if only you can reach Him. Do not make the common mistake of thinking that The Infinite Way is just another method of finding God, or another manner of praying to bring God’s influence into your experience in order to overcome discord, error, evil, sin and disease. No! Rather, understand that this Message is bringing the awareness of God as One; of God as infinite individual being; of God as All-Presence and All-Power.


The universal belief in two powers, good and evil, will continue to operate in our experience until we individually—remember this, you and I individually—reject the belief of two powers. In the tenth chapter of Luke, you will read that the Master sent the seventy disciples out, “two by two, into every city and place, whither he himself would come.” When the seventy returned they rejoiced, saying, “Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.” But the Master replied, “. . . rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you: but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”


In this age we need a great deal of protective thought, but the nature of that thought must be the realization that God’s All-ness precludes the possibility of there ever existing a source of evil in the world itself, or one able to operate in individual experience. Our protective work, or our prayers for protection, must consist of the realization that nothing exists anywhere, at any time in our experience of the past, present or future, that is of a destructive nature. Through our studies and meditations eventually we will come to that God-contact within us, wherein we receive the divine assurance: “Lo, I am with you alway.” This will not come as a protection against evil powers or destructive forces, but as a continuous assurance of One Presence, One Power, One Being, One Life, One Law. It is in this awareness of One-ness that we find our peace.


It would be a wonderful thing if students would take this subject of protection into daily meditation for the next month or two, saying nothing about it to anyone. Do not discuss or mention it, but just keep it a secret subject within yourselves until you arrive at a place in consciousness where you actually can feel that God is One, and that the secret of protection lies not in seeking a God to save or secure you against some outside intrusion, but rather that safety, security and peace are entirely dependent on your remembrance and realization of the truth of God as One—Infinite One.


Do you not see that the world is seeking peace (just as it is seeking safety and security) outside of its own being? Whereas, no peace, no safety and no security will ever be found except in our individual realization of God as One—the Only Being, Presence and Power. We cannot tell the world about peace or safety or security, but we can find it for ourselves and thereby let the world see by our experience that we have found a Way higher than superstitious belief in some power of good that miraculously saves us from some power of evil. We cannot tell the world that there is no danger from outside sources, influences or powers, but our realization of this truth can make the harmony and completeness and perfection of our lives so evident that others, one by one, will turn to seek that which we have found.


What have we found? Have we found a God to whom we can pray, and from whom we can receive special favors that others, less favored, cannot receive? Have we found a God to whom we can pray and receive healing or supply or protection? No! No! We have found no such thing: we have found God as One; we have found God as our very being. We have found God to be the Life—not a life subject to sin, disease or death, but the One and Only Life; we have found God to be eternal and immortal Life, our very individual life. We have found God to be the Law—not a law that can be used to offset laws of heredity, infection, contagion or disease, but the One Infinite, Omnipresent Law—maintaining and sustaining the harmony and perfection of Its own creation at all times.


God is One, and beside Him there is no other. Because we know the nature of God as One, we know the nature of prayer as the realization of One-ness.


“Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.”


(Isa. 45:22.)



Spiritual Reliance



Spiritual harmony comes quickly when we have given up the desire or search for physical, or outer harmony. This is the inner meaning of the Master’s words: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.” Divine Grace comes in proportion as we turn from all sense of human peace, prosperity or health, and seek the realization of “My Peace,” which includes the health or harmony of Spirit.


Paul tells us: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” We must understand that in the first case we are being warned against a faith, confidence, reliance or dependence on the creature—that is, that which appears as effect. However, to “sow to the Spirit,” by placing one’s reliance and trust and hope in the Infinite Invisible is to reap the things of the Spirit, and in this way we honor the Creator rather than the creature. This is what the prophet Isaiah meant when he warned the Hebrews against their faith in “. . . the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made,” and a deep principle is revealed in this warning.


At this point of our unfoldment it is necessary to realize that we have left behind the Law of Moses, and that we have stepped out into the Grace of Truth. Surely by now we know that good humans are not rewarded by God, nor are bad humans punished by God. Whatever of reward or punishment comes into human experience comes through our own belief in such. Too often students complain bitterly about the problems they experience while on their search for God, not realizing how fortunate they are to be in the midst of these problems while seeking the revelation and realization of God, because until one has been divested of every human or material aid one cannot know the experience of a complete reliance on the Infinite Invisible.


We are born into a world where first we learn to rely on parents, later on teachers, husbands or wives, and often we end up dependent upon our children. In between we become dependent upon medicines and dollars, so that at no time in the average person’s experience does he ever learn that there is an Infinite Invisible which is far better able to supply his every need, and far more dependable than any one or any thing in the visible realm. For the human, content to go through life in this way, it is naturally pleasurable to find at hand those people and things upon which he can rely, but fortunate is he if he does not come to the end of his rope and find that humans and material resources have failed him.


However, those who have set themselves on the search for God will find their journey shortened by every experience of failure on the part of friends and relatives and things, because then comes the complete reliance on that which has heretofore never been experienced—the Infinite Invisible. And what spiritual treasures we can bring forth through the realization to be gained from: “My grace is sufficient for thee,” and “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”



An Important Point in Spiritual Practice



Spiritual practice, which embraces all phases of the healing work, is much more than declaring or knowing some truth after a discord has been brought to your attention. Spiritual practice is a constant, conscious realization of God as Omnipresence—of God as the Life, Law, Substance, continuity, activity, the very Soul and intelligence of all being.


Suppose at this very moment you were to receive a call asking for help, and you proceed to give a treatment, to pray, or to go into meditation or communion. If, consciously or unconsciously, you have accepted the discord, and expect and hope that harmony is going to be restored through your treatment or prayer your success will be very limited, and your failures will be more numerous than your successes.


“When a call comes announcing some form of discord it is necessary to remember consciously that this is not a discord or maladjustment which, through your effort or even through God, is to be corrected, but rather that this is a specific call to know that as God was in the beginning, so God is now, and God ever will be!


Unless you are living the spiritual life in such a manner as keeps you in the realization that the past and the future are one—here and now in the present—you will find yourself in distress if a call comes saying, “My friend has just been killed: please help me.” You will be in a very embarrassing position indeed, because you will be expected either to raise the dead or to accept death as an actual happening, and merely give a treatment or meditation for the comfort of the bereft one. This situation must never come to you: you must never be in such a state of consciousness where anyone can announce that someone has been killed or has passed on, and then from that point expect to do something spiritual about it.


In living the true spiritual life you are not waiting for calls of discord and inharmony. You are living in such a state of consciousness that God alone is the reality, and your entire experience is one of dwelling in the realization of God ever governing, maintaining and sustaining Its own universe—from the beginning of time until the end of the world.


“Before Abraham was, I am. I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” This brings that past and the future into the present: if I am with you since before Abraham, nothing could have occurred before that call except that which was a part of the demonstration of I am—the all-inclusive Love, Presence and Power of God. If I am with you until the end of the world, nothing can happen today, tomorrow or next week which is not a part of the all-embracing guidance, direction and protection of the divine principle of this universe.


In ordinary metaphysical practice, consciously or unconsciously you accept the fact that there are those in the world who are suffering from discord and inharmony, and that at any moment someone may telephone or come in person asking for help, and if you are not very, very careful you will be tempted to give it. Unless you are already living in the consciousness of God as the omnipresent Law and Being, the omnipresent Good, the omnipresent direction, guidance, intelligence, wisdom, substance and reality, you will automatically attempt, through spiritual means, to bring about adjustments, healings, harmonies and resurrections, all based on the fact that a sin or disease, accident or death have already occurred.


The Infinite Way is not a practice that begins with a call for help. The Infinite Way is a way of life in which, at all times, we live and move and have our being in the realization of God as Omnipresence, and in that consciousness, whenever an appearance or call of discord reaches us, we are enabled to smile in the true knowledge that no discord or inharmony has ever happened, therefore is not now in need of adjustment.


Here is one of the most important points to be achieved on the Spiritual Path. At one time I was taught that practitioners should consciously and specifically know the truth every day: that all who needed me would find me. It took only twenty-four hours to learn that this was a denial of the Christ. How could I, in one breath, say, “Those who need me will find me,” and in the next, when they came to me, say, “God governs you; God is your life; You are perfect now”? Do you not see that it is up to us to know, before anyone comes to us, that perfection was the true state of their being, and that perfection is the true state of their being in the here and now? Do you really believe that we have anything to do with establishing or bringing about harmony? No! No! Our place in the Spiritual Path is not to be repairers of damage nor resurrectors of life, nor physicians nor protective influences—that is God’s function! And not only now, but from the beginning it has been God’s function to be the creative principle of this universe, and to be the maintaining and sustaining principle unto all time.


If you understand the nature of God you will understand that God is the creative principle of all existence; God is the law unto all creation; God is the substance, the reality and the continuity of all creation. Therefore, all creation is in and of God, subject to God’s government and God’s care. It is your function to know this truth. Ye shall know this truth, and this truth will make you free—free of accepting appearances and then trying to do something about them.


Do you see wherein the Message of The Infinite Way, and its practice, differs from the greater part of metaphysical teachings? Living the Infinite Way means living in the constant, conscious realization of God as Infinite, Omnipresent, Eternal Being. It means living always in the consciousness that before Abraham was, I am the divine principle, the protective, maintaining and sustaining influence unto this universe. It also means living in the constant, conscious realization of the truth that I am with you unto the end of the world, and just as nothing could happen to you yesterday, so nothing could happen to you today or tomorrow, except as a part of God’s Grace.


We could live lives of constant miracles if only we would abide in the consciousness of this truth: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Thy Grace is sufficient for every need, but not Thy Grace that is coming tomorrow. Thy Grace, since before Abraham was, is my sufficiency; Thy Grace is my sufficiency unto the end of the world. Thy Grace of the past, present and future is at this very instant my sufficiency in all things. Every day there are temptations to believe that we or our families or students are in need of something in the nature of form (it may be food, housing, opportunity, education, employment, rest) but to all those things we can respond: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” because Thy Grace is man’s sufficiency in every instance.


From these two scriptural passages you can build such a consciousness of the omnipresence of the Infinite Invisible that forever after you will learn to love and enjoy and appreciate everything in the world of form and everything that exists as effect, yet never have the feeling that you need or require anything. Since God’s Grace is your sufficiency you do not live by effect alone, but by every Word of Truth that has been embodied in your consciousness, and by every passage of Truth that you have made your own.


Affirming truths and denying errors will not make your demonstration. You must learn to live by every word of truth, and make every Word of Truth a part of your consciousness so that it becomes flesh of your flesh, bone of your bone, until the past, present and future are all bound up in the conscious realization of God’s Grace as your sufficiency. In other words, your consciousness of Truth is the source and substance and activity and law of your daily demonstration of Good.


To those who are accepting the Message of The Infinite Way as a way of life, I would like to sum this up by asking that you go back and bring your past into your present by spending some time during this next month consciously realizing that God’s Grace was your sufficiency in what you call your past; and that since before Abraham was, God’s government of this universe has been so perfect that nothing of a discordant or inharmonious nature can happen to you or to anyone else, today or tomorrow. And so, should you hear of a sin, a disease, an accident or a death, immediately realize that it could not have happened, since from the beginning of time God has been the only law and reality unto His universe. Then you will know the true meaning of spiritual healing. You will know what Christ-consciousness is; you will know what it means to live and move and have your being in God-consciousness, never accepting appearances, temptations, discords, sins, diseases or accidents as anything other than temptations to believe in time and space.


If you are able to see that the past must become the present so that you are able to cover it all with the term I am, I am with you, I am with you in the past, I am with you in the present, I am with you since before Abraham was, I am is the law unto you, has been the law unto you, you will be able to take the next step and bring the future right down to the present, so that “unto the end of the world” will be embraced in your consciousness the consciousness of the Omnipresence of I am. In this way your whole universe will be embraced in the time and space since before Abraham was, unto the end of the world—all of it brought down to the here and now of I am with you.


The only time is God’s time—now. God’s time has existed since before Abraham was, and will continue to exist until the end of the world. Because I am with you since before Abraham was and unto the end of the world, I am is the immediate present—now. God’s Grace now is your sufficiency, and the sufficiency unto your family and friends and students—and unto all who can accept God’s Grace.



Punishment



Sometimes secrets, so deep and so profound, are revealed to us that we are shaken from head to foot, and when this happens we learn something not only new, but something that must make a drastic change in our lives. Such is the experience when we realize the nature of punishment and the reasons for punishment in our experience.


To understand that God neither rewards nor punishes is an important step in your spiritual development. If you have been at all impressed with this statement, you have pondered and meditated upon it, and somewhere along this line of inner reflection you have come to the realization that all of the religious theories which have been taught on the subject of punishment have been erroneous, and this itself should have made a startling change in your life. If you have the courage to continue your inner cogitation along this line, ultimately you will be led to the truth about punishment and the reason for punishment, and this will give you the opportunity to remold your life.


God is individual being, which means that God is the only Self, and there is no way for any hurt or evil to enter to defile the infinite purity of the Soul of God, nor anything at which evil can strike or attach itself. God is the Self of you, therefore God is the Self of me, and if I were in any way to hurt or offend you, to whom is my offence directed but to myself? This clarifies the Master’s words: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me:” and with this understanding you begin to see that every bit of good done by you at any time in your entire life has been a good done to, for, and within yourself; and you also begin to see that every evil or thought of evil you have ever directed toward another, every He and evasion of truth has been directed toward your own self, and therefore the punishment is inflicted upon you by you, because your act or thought of deceit, supposedly directed toward another, was actually directed toward yourself.


When the Master repeated the age-old wisdom: “Wherefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets;” He was giving us a principle: unless we do unto others as we would have others do unto us, we injure not the others but ourselves. In this present state of human consciousness it is true that the evil thoughts and dishonest acts and thoughtless words that we send out to others do harm them temporarily, but in the end always it will be found that the injury was not nearly so much to them as it was to ourselves.


In the days to come, when men recognize the great truth that God is the Selfhood of each individual, the evil aimed at us from another will never touch us, but will immediately rebound upon the one who sends it. In the degree that we recognize God as our individual being, we also realize that no weapon that is formed against us can prosper, since the only “I”, the only “Me”, is God, and we will not fear what man can do to us, since the Selfhood of us is God and cannot be harmed, and our realization of this will quickly send back the evil, and much more quickly than has heretofore been the case.


Once the first realization of this truth comes to us we understand that there is no longer any use concerning ourselves with what our neighbor does unto us, but looming large in our consciousness will be the realization that we must watch ourselves—morning, noon and night we must watch our thoughts, our words, our actions, to see that we ourselves do not send out anything of a negative nature which would be bound to have its result within our own being.


Never for a moment believe that this will result in your being good in order to avoid punishment. This revelation goes far deeper than that: it enables you to see that God is your Selfhood, and that anything of an erroneous or negative nature that emanates from any individual is given power only in the degree that you yourself give it power. In your meditation it will result in the revelation of the nature of your true being—of God as the nature of your Life and Soul, and in that realization you will see that this is the truth of all men, and that the only way and mode of successful living is to understand your neighbor to be yourself.


And so it is that whatever of good or of evil you do unto others, you do unto the Christ of your own being—“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”



Why?



When help is asked on certain physical or mental conditions, the question is often asked: Why is the so-called spiritual healing only a partial healing, and why sometimes is it never a complete healing? Also, why is it that a person about to undergo surgery asks for help and receives a miraculous healing, although not one that precludes the necessity for surgery? Why is it that the patient undergoing surgery is kept entirely free of infection or after-effect and makes a more rapid recovery than would normally be the case, and yet, if God has anything to do with that much of the healing, why did not God make the surgery unnecessary?


First of all, you must understand that there are no degrees of Truth. Truth is absolute. God is absolute. God is absolute Truth; God is absolute Being; God is infinite, eternal, immortal, omnipresent perfection. God is all. Therefore, the all-ness in the infinity and completeness and perfection of God being established, any measure less than that, experienced by the patient, represents the conditioned state of consciousness which makes it impossible to bring through or realize the completeness of the activity of God.


Here you have two factors: the consciousness of the practitioner and the consciousness of the patient. Let us assume that the consciousness of the practitioner is far higher and deeper than that of the patient, and so the patient comes to the practitioner with a conditioned state of consciousness in which it is not possible for him to open his consciousness completely to the fullness of the activity of God. It may be that there is so much attachment to the body and to the sense of personal health that the patient does not completely let go, and thus receive the full benefit of the infinite completeness and perfection of the activity of God as individual consciousness. Although the practitioner may be an instrument for a complete and perfect healing, the conditioned consciousness of the patient does not always allow this to come through.


On the other hand, the practitioner may not be up to the experience of the miracle of complete healing. To be in the highest state of consciousness, the practitioner has reached that elevation of spiritual awareness in which no effort is ever made to contact God for the purpose of healing. He is abiding in the consciousness of God as individual being, hence in the realization that the individual is already at the standpoint of immortality and eternality, that state of being to which nothing can be added.


The practitioner who is trying to use Truth over error, who is contacting God for the purpose of establishing harmony, or who is still in the third dimension of life, in which body is something separate and apart from spiritual consciousness, will make the mistake of being concerned with health as against disease, or will permit himself to be concerned with what appears to be something less than perfection in the visible scene.


For perfect healing the practitioner must abide in the consciousness of God as the infinite all, which means abiding in the fourth dimension of life in which no recognition is given to the pairs of opposites—good and evil, rich and poor, moral and immoral, immortal and mortal. In this fourth dimensional consciousness, or Christ-consciousness, the practitioner is never aware of someone or something to be healed or corrected, but is always aware of the Omnipresence of God’s Being.


When the practitioner is able to abide in Christ-consciousness and have always “that mind which was also in Christ Jesus”, then the fullness of God’s Being freely flows, and regardless of whether it is an acute illness or a chronic one, or whether the illness is at the point of surgery, the practitioner can bring to conscious realization and demonstration the complete healing or unfoldment of divine harmony. When the practitioner’s consciousness is at all conditioned, then the healing can only come through in proportion to the degree of conditioning of the practitioner’s consciousness. In order to complete the experience of instantaneous or complete healing, the patient also must approach this work without the conditioned thought of believing that the power of God can bring one through illness, even though not able to perform the entire unfoldment of harmony without the aid of surgery. At least, the patient should be able to relax with no preconceived thought or opinion as to what will take place, and let the divine consciousness of the practitioner have full sway.


You can readily see that the main responsibility rests with the practitioner. When the practitioner truly rises above the pairs of opposites to that state of consciousness in which all sense of both health and disease are absent, and when any phase of the human picture does not bring a reaction which has behind it the desire to heal, correct, save, renew or regenerate, then in that spiritually illumined state of consciousness the practitioner will bring through greater works.


As you approach that state of non-reaction to the world of appearances whereby you do not react happily to the good appearances, and certainly do not react fearfully or doubtfully to the evil appearances, you will do far greater healing works, and will be able to impart to those who come to you a greater confidence in the great Truth that God is, which means that harmony is, perfection is, reality is—and, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, good alone is.




CHAPTER FOUR: APRIL


Immortality


THE most prevalent concept of immortality is an existence of eternal bliss after a point of transition known as death or passing on. Another popular concept of immortality is a Methuselah-plus existence in this world. Both concepts are incorrect. The first is based upon the faulty premise that death could be a part of God’s Creation. The second is merely a gilded notion of longevity.


The only death, passing on, or transition is, in the words of Paul, “I die daily”—the transition from one state of consciousness to another. To “die daily” means simply to drop the limited, material concept for one more nearly spiritual. There is no loss of consciousness in this activity.


Sooner or later, each one on this spiritual Path comes to a place in his development where he realizes the impossibility of dying or passing on. The individual going through the period of transition is merely exchanging one state of consciousness for another—as a child does when he becomes a youth; a youth when he becomes an adult; and an adult upon entering maturity. All of these are differing states or planes of consciousness, yet no death or passing on has taken place: there is only transition from one state of consciousness to another.


At first this may sound strange, since it appears that no one exists in our immediate presence more than, at most, one hundred to one hundred and ten years. So it would seem that, with the exception of a few reputed to have remained on earth for three or four hundred years, everyone, sooner or later, must experience death, passing on, or transition. This, however, is not true.


It is true that, at some period or other, we all pass from human sight. However, in the experience of those who pass from human sight, there is no body left for burial or Cremation. That picture remains only to those still on the material plane of consciousness. Those who are more highly illumined understand that body and individuality are inseparable.


Throughout The Infinite Way Writings and in our class-work, it has been stated that no one has ever died. From the beginning of time, no one has ever died, and no one ever will. No one has ever passed on; no one has ever experienced death by passing on. The experience of death, or passing on, is one that takes place only in the consciousness of those who are left behind: that is, those who still entertain this belief of death or passing on.


It follows, as a natural, logical progression, that in all the world there is no disease, and there is no old age. Without disease and old age, there can be no death. Therefore, since Life is eternal, there cannot be disease, old age or death.


The second concept of immortality, that of remaining on earth for one hundred, two hundred, or five hundred years, is nothing more than a concept of longevity. Longevity is not immortality: it is merely a continuation of the present physical sense of existence.


The understanding of immortality is the realization of one’s God-being, God-identity, God-consciousness. This permits one to develop naturally and gently from infancy to adulthood, from adulthood to maturity, and from maturity to whatever planes of consciousness are necessary for spiritual unfoldment and development, and whatever work God has in store.


An interesting substantiation for this subject is to be found in the Apocryphal book, “The Wisdom of Solomon” (1:12-15): “Court not death in the error of your life: Neither draw upon yourselves destruction by the works of your hands: Because God made not death; Neither delighteth he when the living perish: For he created all things that they might have being: And the generative powers of the world are healthsome, And there is no poison of destruction in them: Nor hath Hades (the kingdom of death) royal dominion upon earth, For righteousness is immortal.”


Notice this last statement: “And the generative powers of the world are healthsome, and there is no poison of destruction in them: nor hath Hades (death) royal dominion upon earth.” There is no kingdom of death upon the earth, and the reason given is: “For righteousness is immortal.” As we ponder this, beginning with God and following out from God, we can find nothing of death, nothing of the poison of destruction, nothing of unhealthiness, nothing of the kingdom of Hades upon the earth.


In the second chapter of this same Apocryphal book, verse 23, we read: “Because God created man for incorruption, And made him an image of his own proper being.” If God created man to be immortal, there is no presence or power able to thwart the Will of God. If God made man to be “an image of his own proper being,” there is no presence or power in this entire universe that could end that Being. When these points are grasped, we begin to understand the impossibility of death for anyone. Once we accept God as the creative Principle of the universe, we see the absurdity of “the poison of destruction,” or the kingdom of death upon the earth.


Be assured of this: God has a spiritual work for each of us, and we have God-capacity to perform it. In the realization of this truth, we will no longer think of longevity as immortality; we will not be concerned with the visible span of our years on earth, but rather with the demonstration of our eternal Selfhood, forever about the Father’s business.


*   *   *


“And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.”


(Deut. 34:7.)


“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”


(Isa. 40:31.)


“Bless the Lord, O my soul. . . . Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagles.


(Ps. 103: see 1-5.)


“Grow old along with me!


The best is yet to be,
The last of life,
For which the first was made:
Our times are in His hand
Who saith, ‘A whole I planned,
Youth shows but half;
Trust God: see all, nor be afraid.’ ”


(Rabbi Ben Ezra: Robert Browning.)


When an old and beloved friend has passed, the question is often asked: What can be done now and in the future?


Is there a God? If there is a God, not even a sparrow falls. If there is a God, life is continuous and progressive: the passing from this plane of existence is merely a passing from one of the many mansions into another of the many mansions. If there is a God, there is no such thing as death, and if there is no death, why mourn those who pass from our human sight?


Each, in his time, will leave this plane of consciousness. Those in ignorance of God may be forced out of their bodies by disease or old age. Those with some acquaintanceship with God will make the transition without the necessity of death, discord or infirmities, but all eventually will leave this plane, and the reason is this: as we pass from infancy to childhood, a delightful state of consciousness, we leave one of God’s mansions and, with growing pains, we pass into adulthood. There are two ways to make the transition from childhood into maturity, and one is the looking-back process, trying to re-live the days of the past. The other way is to realize that the transition from infancy to childhood and from childhood into adulthood is an activity of God, and those who accept that do not experience the infirmities of old age.


Battling the advancing years as if they were an evil is what produces the discords in our experience. Opening consciousness to the normal, natural transition from one state of adulthood to another will enable us to look forward to the experience of the middle years and the advanced years.


The Master said, “. . . this is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God. . . .” In other words, God Life is individual life, your life and mine. That statement is made again and again in all spiritual teachings, and if it were accepted literally, all ageing processes would cease. The Life of God cannot age! The Life of God is not receptive to a calendar! We give power to the calendar, but the body cannot. The body has no intelligence with which to know what year it is, and if we accept the calendar it operates through our bodies and through our minds, and appears on the body and makes its manifestations there. Since the calendar, in and of itself, has no power, and our bodies, in and of themselves, have no power, it must be we, ourselves, who give power to the calendar to age us, because the only thing that can act upon us is what we accept in consciousness.


Immortality means your individual immortality, here and now, which would include the immortality of your being and of your body. So let it be agreed in your consciousness that God is Life, but more than that, God is your life!


“Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.”


(Isa. 43:7.)


“For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God; wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”


(Ezek. 18:32.)


“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”


(Rev. 4:11.)


These scriptural passages clearly indicate that God created us for his own pleasure, and this is an eternal relationship. And so, as we witness ourselves and our friends advancing into more mature years, let us realize our function as an infant and as a child, as an adult, and see how progressive each step has been, and then look forward to the revelation of what the future years have in store through the Grace of God. Then, as we watch our friends pass from sight, let us rejoice that they have passed from one mansion into another. They have not died because of sin, because God never punishes sin. God is a God of love and forgiveness “until seventy times seven.”


Our transition is for the glory of God, and for the glory of the development of our individual Soul, and those of us who are approaching the middle years and beyond the middle years must learn to ask the Father, “What have you now for me to do?” Then, as other experiences come, open your vision and realize that just as the flowers bloom and seem to fade and then bloom again, so do we pass through many transitional experiences, but death is never known in any of these experiences.


Death is our interpretation of what we are witnessing, but it is an observation based on ignorance. Those who have caught the first tiny glimpse of God understand that God is Life, and that God is Life Eternal—life without death, “for he is thy life, and the length of thy days.” This can only come as you lift your vision above selfishness, above limitations, above the desire to hold others in bondage to form. The worm must emerge from its cocoon in order to become a butterfly. Everyone and everything passes through transitional states and, through spiritual evolution and development, each one ultimately finds himself sitting at the foot of the Throne, returned to the Father’s House.



The Price of Truth



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.”


(Matt. 13:44.)


The Roman poet, Ovid, once said: “The most acceptable gifts always are those which the giver makes precious,” and if this be so, no gift could be more precious or more appreciated than Truth. Truth bears a tremendous price. Truth cannot be bought for spare change, or in your spare time. There is no way of acquiring or demonstrating Truth unless you are willing to sell all you have to buy it.


After studying Truth for twenty or thirty years, many people wonder why they do not seem much better off than before, and this is due, primarily, to the fact that they have accepted the teachings of the Master only in part. Many affirm that the entire Truth teaching is to be found in the teachings of Jesus, but how many have seriously studied the views of Jesus on the point of how much we must pay for Truth, and how much we must be prepared to sacrifice and relinquish?


In the days of old, one price was paid for this Truth—the human sense of life. Jesus paid that price. Peter, Paul, and John paid it, as did thousands of others who knew in advance that in turning to Truth they were risking loss of their human sense of life. Today, modern teachers of Truth are doing the same thing. In explaining that the Mind of God is your mind they are risking the displeasure of the entire human world. What they actually mean is that God is your individual mind, and that all the power of the Godhead is embodied in your individual mind.


The reason we do not always give outward evidence of this Truth is because we have not seriously accepted the Truth that God is our mind, and so we feel limited in many, many ways. For instance, if your telephone rang several times within an hour, with people asking for help, saying they were very sick, some of them dying, the chances are that about eighty per cent of you would say, “I am not qualified to give such help: you had better call a practitioner.” You have been told that God is your mind, but you have not accepted that Truth as a fact. Therefore, you feel that there is a limitation to your healing power, whereas it is not your power at all. It is the Mind of God that heals! It was not Jesus’ personal mind, nor His educated mind—it was the God-mind operating as the individual mind of Christ Jesus that did the healing work. Let that Mind be in you!


How can you let that Mind be in you except by acknowledging that it is in you? It is not a Mind separate and apart from you that you can admit into your mind. You can only let that Mind be your mind by the acknowledgment, “Thank you, Father, Thy Mind is my mind.” Then when you are called upon for help of any nature you can say, “Certainly, I will help you.” And you will have healings. The Master always said, “I can of mine own self do nothing,” but the Mind that was in Christ Jesus (the Mind of God) fed five thousand, healed the multitudes, and raised the dead.


No demand can be made upon us that we cannot fulfill! Granted, we do not fulfill them all: we fail in some, but the sole reason is that we do not fully acknowledge that God is our mind. We accept it with certain limitations. We cajole ourselves with the thought that another year or two of study may do it for us, but this is not so. Only one thing makes the Law effective unto you and that is the acknowledgment that the Mind of God is your mind, and therefore your mind is fully capable of meeting any need, be it physical, mental, moral, or financial. Every need of human life that directs itself to you can be met through the Mind of Christ Jesus, which is your individual mind. God is no respecter of persons, therefore anything that is true of one is true of all. Jesus said, “. . . my Father and your Father”—your mind and my mind, and you can accept that literally.


Any healing that Jesus accomplished was through the same Mind which is in you. This is not egotism, nor is it boasting of personal power. This is the deepest humility in the world—humility which has no sanctimoniousness about it. This is the humility that acknowledges, “All power is given unto me by virtue of the fact that the Mind of Christ Jesus is my individual mind, and It can do all things.”


Based on the Master’s revelation that God is your individual mind, you can understand that there is no limit to your intelligence or your power. Then follow through to the realization that God is your life, and you will understand why you are immortal. As Jesus might have expressed it, “God is Life Eternal.” You must then agree that Life has no ageing process, no changing process, and no death process. In the entire Plan of Life God has not provided one single death. If you were to thoroughly study the four Gospels you would find that the experience of death was never accepted by the Master as necessary and right, or just and natural. Whenever it was presented to Him, He overcame the appearance of death, but He could not have overcome it if death had been a reality. Never can a Law of God be set aside: two times two are four! If death were a Law, the Master never could have set it aside. Because God is individual life, the realization of that truth will make you free of every experience of physical inharmony, old age, or death.


It is not enough to hear these words, or to read them. There is a price to be paid. There was a time when you could not have purchased these truths from a spiritual master for thousands of dollars—they were considered too sacred, too secret, too precious. Today they are available to everyone in a ten-cent pamphlet. Perhaps it is because of this that we will not pay the real price—that of application, putting the Truth to work by accepting it as our consciousness.


When you realize that God is your mind, you have a treatment that should be in operation not less than a hundred times each day. Every time there is a temptation to believe in forgetfulness, that should be a constant reminder to realize God as individual mind, not by making affirmations about it, but by knowing the Truth, remembering the Truth—realizing that God is Mind, and It is capable of every demand made upon It.


This realization is a spiritual weapon which, if used, will protect you from bombs and wars. God is your life, and what can destroy the Life of God? You have no life to lose or to gain; you have no life to be healed or to die. There is only one life, and that is the Life of God! The cause of all sin, all disease, all lack and limitation, old age and death is the belief and acceptance that we have a life of our own which had a beginning and which must have an ending. We have no such life!


Throughout all ages, and thousands of years before Christ, the revelation has been given that God is Life—individual life. The price we must pay for this Truth is the cultivation of the ability to discipline ourselves. Every time a suggestion comes that we have a limited life or a limited mind, we must constantly and consciously realize: “Since God is the Life of me, It can fulfill every demand made upon It. Since God is the Life of me, I am eternal, immortal, indestructible.”


For all the glorious Gifts of God, the great price is self-discipline. Each of us has the right to accept these Gifts in proportion to the degree to which we develop our ability to discipline ourselves. This is the price of truth!



The Prayer



“Open my mind to righteous judgment,


Open my eyes to see the Christ in all I meet,


Open my ears to hear the Voice of God.


Open my mouth to speak the Word of Truth,


Open my heart to Love,


Open my hands to serve.


Guide my feet that I may walk in the path of whatever of Truth is unfolded to me and through me.


Thank you, Father.”


(A Student.)


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”


(Matt. 25:40.)



I have Overcome the World



“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”


(John 16:33.)


As you know, the Master wasted no words, and every statement He made must be considered in the light of a world shattering revelation. Every word must be considered as a truth, the understanding of which is vital to your individual experience. Upon reading these words of the Master, your first inclination might be to believe that He has overcome something external to His own state of consciousness: perhaps you might think that He has overcome people, lack, limitation, or war. It is possible that you may never have considered what the Master really meant when He said, “I have overcome the world,” and in that case this is a good opportunity for meditation and reflection on this tremendous revelation.


The world is within you, and within me. There is no world outside of you or of me. The world exists nowhere except within the consciousness of the individual. The world is embodied within consciousness, and it appears to us as thought, and as our thought about the world. And so it is that our world is constituted either of a consciousness of Truth, or a series of universal beliefs which we entertain about the world. These beliefs may be somewhere near the correct understanding, or they may be far from it.


As humans, our world is made up of concepts of that which we behold, and of those people and things of which we become aware in the ordinary course of existence. It is for this reason that our world consists of love and hate; of confidence and fear; of health and disease; of riches and poverty; of sin and purity. The world which we entertain in thought is made up of two powers—good and evil. We love and desire that which we accept as good; we hate and fear that which we consider evil.


Our world consists of people, some of whom we like and trust, and others whom we do not like and in whom we have no confidence. We go to extremes of loving some and hating others. Our world is made up of concepts and our reactions to these concepts. It is this world which the Master said He had overcome, and, indeed, He had overcome the world of human beliefs, material concepts, theories and opinions.


“And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.


“And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.


And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.


“And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.”


(Luke 4:1-13.)


Each of these temptations, in its turn, had to be met within the thought of the Master, and pondered and wrestled within His own consciousness until He had overcome them. You will note that it is written, “And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season,” and by this we gather that there were recurring experiences of temptation in the life of the Master.


When the Master met with the multitudes he had to overcome, within Himself, the universal belief of sickness and death, lack, danger—the belief in conditions and activities outside the government and control of God. These temptations were met and overcome in proportion to His complete reliance on the understanding that the government of His universe was upon the shoulders of “The Father within Me.”


These temptations of the world appeared to the Master as if they were outside of His own being. They appeared as people undergoing disease and death, lack and limitation; as men who were sinful; as men who were betrayers and who were false to their trust. All temptations appear to us in this way. Never do we stop to realize that these appearances that touch our lives are not something external to us. We accept the appearance as if it were something outside our own consciousness, and our effort is to make the correction, improvement, or healing outside our own consciousness.


One of the high points of the Message of The Infinite Way reveals that although appearances may testify to the fact that there are evils outside our own being (that is, evils connected with people and conditions), we, as students, must immediately recognize that we are being tempted to believe that these are external people or conditions. We must realize that we are being tempted to do something to, for, or about them: whereas, all of this is taking place within our own consciousness, and must be met there.


If there are sick and sinful people in your experience, this temptation must be met within yourself until you come to the realization of God as individual being. If there are thieves in your world, meet this, too, as a temptation to accept the testimony of the senses. If there is lack and limitation in your experience, wrestle with the tempter within you until you come to that point of realization wherein it becomes clear that God is the Selfhood of individual being; that God constitutes all being.


As you overcome temptations within yourself, you overcome those phases of the world represented by such temptations. As you meet each temptation as it comes along, you too will reach that place in consciousness where you will be able to say, “I have overcome the world.” And until then, even if you overcome it in a measure and by degrees, you will have been achieving harmony in your experience.




CHAPTER FIVE: MAY


The Comforter


“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”


(I Cor. 3:16.)


THE time is approaching when the world will be so filled with the conscious realization of the Presence of God that all evil or error will be dispelled by the very presence of man.


The great secret of life is this: God is incarnated in man. God is manifest as man. God is in the midst of you—“. . . the place where thou standest is holy ground.” There is just as much of God in you, right where you are, as there would be if the heavens could open and God Itself come into you. If this were not true Jesus could not have healed, neither could the disciples nor the apostles, nor the metaphysical and spiritual practitioners of this day. You are divine, because the Spirit of God is manifest as your very being. God has embodied Itself as your Soul, Mind and Spirit. God, in Its essence, is invisible, God, in Its expression, is visible as you and as me.


In the days of old the Hebrews thought the Messiah was a man, but the One whom they thought was the Messiah said, “Before Abraham was, I am.” Messiah is the Spirit of God in man, and the Hebrews who prophesied the coming of the Messiah were absolutely correct, except that they put it in time and space. The Messiah does not come in time and space: It comes in consciousness. The Christ, or Messiah, is born when you recognize the Presence of the Spirit of God in you. Never is this external: always it is within you, but the effect is external. Love goes before you and is felt by all whom you touch.


“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you . . . I will send him unto you.” The Comforter is your divine state of consciousness; that area of your consciousness which is the Christ, the Spirit of Truth the Savior, the Messiah. All of this is within you, and the moment you come near a person with the least degree of spiritual capacity, he knows it—he can feel it. Even an animal feels it. This is no part of your body or brain: it is the very consciousness of Truth Itself that is felt. The day will come when we will consciously be so full of the Presence of the Spirit of God that wherever we go our Christhood will be felt. The mere fact that our consciousness rests on an individual will be the healing touch. Wherever we go we will be a blessing and, even though not physically present, the remembrance or consciousness of us will be a healing influence.


This will be because of something that has taken place within our consciousness the moment we realize that we are the Christ, the Son of God, the very Spirit of God in expression. We will know this, however, only when we no longer fear or hate each other; when we no longer know envy, jealousy or malice of any kind. We cannot rid ourselves of these negative emotions, but the Christ can and does.


Human consciousness is made up entirely of wants and desires, and this you can sense whenever you come into the presence of one who, in any way, is wanting, desiring, hoping, competing, envying. On the other hand, Christ-consciousness brings with it every type of joy and abundant good, although not always according to the pattern of success or happiness that we, in our humanhood, have drawn. The things that we consider desirable might bring us great unhappiness and be our undoing. Many men have acquired and accomplished all the things their ambitions set out for them, and yet were unhappy and dissatisfied, and often ended in despair and destruction.


“I asked God for strength that I might achieve;


I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey.


I asked for help that I might do greater things;


I was given infirmity that I might do better things.


I asked for riches that I might be happy;


I was given poverty that I might be wise.


I asked for power that I might have the praise of men;


I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.


I asked for all things that I might enjoy life;


I was given life that I might enjoy all things.


I got nothing that I asked for, but everything that I had hoped for.


Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered:


I am among all men most richly blessed.”


The above wisdom was written by an anonymous Confederate soldier, almost one hundred years ago. And so it is that the Christ fulfills Itself in accord with Its own idea of Love. “Love is the fulfilling of the law.” The Christ fulfills Itself in a change of Spirit, and our human self is then so transformed that we no longer recognize ourselves as we were. When the comforter, the Spirit of God, comes to consciousness there is no longer desire for things in the outer realm, and we find there is nothing of a human nature that needs fulfillment. Instead there is only a spiritual sense, a desire or love for the Spirit that insists on being inwardly fulfilled.


No one who has been touched by the Christ ever again has any need to be concerned about supply, be it money, friendship, companionship, love, home, or any other type of supply. Even a tiny degree of Christhood fulfills it, and the individual never again has to take thought of what he shall eat, what he shall drink, or wherewithal he shall be clothed. Instinctively this is felt whenever you come into the presence of one who has attained even a measure of the Christ, because there is nothing pulling on you, no one trying to get something from you. The Christ fulfills Itself without any need of turning to a person or thing. Whatever comes (and it comes abundantly) comes through the fulfilling of the law of Love.


Millions of people know how to pray—that is, they think they do. They know what they want, and if they cannot get it through ordinary human means they pray for it. Such prayer is sin, because it is desire. Not only is it desire, it is outlining what one thinks will be good for one. It is sin, because it is not relaxing and trusting that the Divine Consciousness knows our every need. When the Christ touches consciousness all things appear, all things happen, everything is taken care of.


Ultimately, when you understand the correct concept of prayer, you will understand that prayer is an inner resting in God; an inner conscious communion. And then you will understand why prayer has nothing to do with desire. Prayer has only to do with an awareness, a realization, a feeling of freedom, joy and, peace. Each time you resist the temptation to pray for any thing, ask, wish, seek, or long for any thing, you are praying. You are acknowledging that God, the All-knowing Mind, already knows your needs, and you are acknowledging that the Love of God is your sufficiency. In the realization that you live and move and have your being in God, how could you pray for any thing? Even when temptation comes along and says you need this or that, Truth comes along and says, “God is fulfillment. God knoweth my need even before I do.” When you have resisted the temptation to pray for things you have prayed aright, because you have communed with God. You have acknowledged Him in all thy ways. Then He will give thee rest.


When you are called upon for treatment, turn from the appearance and just reach out to God and let God give the treatment. Let God pray in you and through you. Let the Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit. Let the Spirit of God make intercession—you just be the listener and the beholder.



One Power



“Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.”


(Isa. 44:6.)


Each time Truth has been presented to human consciousness it has gone through periods of progressive unfoldment, into organization, and through such organization has been lost again. There is one particular teaching that prevents men awakening to the truth of being. In the usual religious teaching there are two powers: the power of God and the power of the devil. The Power of God is good, and blesses; the power of the devil is evil, and damns. Always there are two powers; always God is battling the devil for your Soul; and always the question is, Who is going to win?


The only explanation for accidents, disasters, sickness, etc., is on the basis of two powers, or else making God responsible for the evils that happen to mankind. This latter, of course, cannot be true, for the simple reason that the specific message and mission of the Master was healing the sick and raising the dead, feeding the hungry and overcoming all the so-called natural disasters. In other words, the activity of the Christ is the answer and overcoming to all powers, so none of these things can possibly be the Will of God. In the Presence of God there is no evil.


Such teaching is much like the story of Job, wherein we find God permitting the devil to tempt one of His Children, and do all manner of evil to him. We know better than that: we know that in the Presence of God there is no devil and there is no evil. According to Genesis, “God saw every thing that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” Therefore, if God made the devil, the devil must be good. It is this setting up of the devil as evil and God as good which separates us from our opportunity to find physical, mental, moral and financial harmony.


Here is a very simple exercise to follow. Accept in your mind a state of consciousness in which you agree that God is all Power and the only Power; that God is infinite; that God is all-mighty; that beside God there is no other power. In the 43rd chapter of Isaiah we read: “But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.” If from the time you were a small child you have been taught this one truth, “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine,” would you ever have known fear? “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Savior . . . Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee.” Can you not readily imagine the state of consciousness in which you would live had you been taught exclusively and continually throughout your childhood that God loved you; that God is your God, and He would not permit any evil to befall you? You would be so alive in the consciousness of God as the only Power that you would never fear, nor would you ever lack for any good.


“Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; . . . For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring.” Throughout our youth we were taught to look only to our parents, but here we learn that God “formed thee from the womb.” We were children of God right from the womb, under God’s protection, and only God supplied our needs and supported our activities. From everlasting we learn that God alone is the only Power in our lives. In this understanding you can see what would have happened to the devil: never would there have been the fear of evil or the fear of punishment. We would have found a love for God instead of a fear of God, and we would never have believed that God would ever turn His back upon us.


Not only is this Truth being taught in The Infinite Way, but it has been in existence throughout all time and has been known to all peoples. There is only one Power, and God is that Power. There is no power in effect, and there is no power apart from God. God is the Life and the Being. In the sacred Hindu poem, “Bhagavad-Gita,” or “The Song Celestial,” translated by Sir Edwin Arnold, we read: “I say to thee weapons reach not the life; flame burns it not, waters cannot o’erwhelm, nor dry winds wither it. Impenetrable, unentered, unassailed, unharmed, untouched, immortal, all-arriving, stable, sure, invisible, ineffable, by word and thought uncompassed, ever all itself, thus is the soul declared?” Here again we see that there is one Life and God is that Life; there is one Power and God is that Power. So it is that with a consciousness filled with the realization of God as the only Power, we cannot fear anything in the realm of effect or in the form of the creature.


Most religious teachings have not given us the truth that God is omnipotent in earth as in heaven, but the day is here when every knee must bend to the truth that there is but one Power. All metaphysical teachings have their origin in the revelation of God as One. But what has happened to that teaching? Mortal mind, which is the modern name for the devil, came along, and so we find the older church people fearing the devil, and the newer ones fearing mortal mind. The wrong and ignorant interpretations of Truth binds us to the belief in two powers, but the answer is always the same: in truth God is the only Power. Everyone of us, to some degree in our human experience, have accepted two powers—a power and presence apart from God; a power that sometimes punishes and sometimes rewards; a power that sometimes cannot reach us—and we are now paying the penalty for such acceptance.


There is no power in effect. There is no power in man-made thought or thing. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” However, if we are not spiritually alert, we can be made to accept any kind of false teaching or propaganda if it is thrust upon us frequently and forcefully enough. Through the mass hypnotism of the press and radio we have all been victims of propaganda of one sort or another, but none of that could reach us if we but accepted the teaching that God, the Infinite Invisible, is the only Power.


In our frantic modern day race for supremacy in armaments and material strength it becomes necessary to stop and ask ourselves: Where does all this end? Is superiority and bigness all there is to power? “. . . for by strength shall no man prevail. . . . Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s. . . . Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be more With us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles.” Those who are materially minded have only the “arm of flesh,” but those who recognize God as the only Power can live without fear, and let the external power become as big as it wants. Whether it is a big fever, a big lack, or a big bomb, it is only the “arm of flesh,” but we have that which is Invisible. We have that which cannot be touched, for “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper. . . .” Just as David went forth to meet Goliath, armed only in faith in God, so can we meet any suggestion of inharmony by our recognition of the one Power.


Out of the teachings of two powers come the philosophies that cause men to disagree among themselves. There is no answer to their questions because they are working with an erroneous premise—good and evil. Always good and evil are wrestling with each other, and what a struggle there is until you can get close to that power of good and get it to help you. But watch what happens when you relinquish the belief in two powers and rest in the consciousness of the Christ. Then it is that you can understand the Master when He said, “Thou couldst have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above.” The Master proved His ministry by saying, “Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” The Master submitted to the crucifixion in order to prove there is no power even in death. And He also taught, “. . . all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”


The mystics of the world, whether Krishna of India, Lao Tze of China, Jesus of Nazareth, or John of Patmos, all have given us the revelation that God is One. The Hebrew mystics knew this truth when they taught, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.” Throughout scripture you will find, over and over again, the assurances of God’s love for His Children: “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. . . . Even every one that is called by my name: for I have formed him; yea, I have made him. . . . Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no savior. . . . I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God . . . and who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.” And so, again and again, it is revealed that God is one God; that God is one Power.


“They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit. . . . Who hath formed a God, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?” Each of us has made an image of God: one looks at it and sees Buddha, another sees Jesus. Each has formed a concept of what he thinks God is, and then begins to worship and pray to that concept. And all the time God is saying, “Only I am God, not your concept. Only I, the Invisible, am God—that alone is God.” And so it is that we must stop making images in our minds, stop picturing what God must be like, and trust the unformed Invisible that penetrates and interpenetrates all being.


Understand that “the kingdom of God is within you.” Understand that “the place where thou standest is holy ground,” and even if it seems, at the moment, to be in hell or in the valley of the shadow of death, God is right there with you. We must cease this nonsensical belief in two powers, this clinging to a belief in a God that punishes and rewards, a God that is present when we experience a healing, and absent when we do not experience the healing we expect. God is never absent from us except in our convictions and fears that there are two powers, and our convictions and fears of other powers which we have set up in our own minds. We not only fear them—we sometimes fear God!



Teaching Truth to Young Children



Truth must be embodied in living, and the only way a child can be taught Truth is in that same embodiment of living. It is for this reason that children must be taught by their parents. The child reflects the atmosphere of its home and its parents, and he naturally absorbs whatever is in the consciousness of his parents. If the mother, especially, has a consciousness of the truth of the Allness of God, whether or not she specifically sets about to teach the child, in the natural course of events the conversation and the general atmosphere will do the teaching.


Many of the methods used to discipline children defeat the purpose of spiritual teaching. Spiritual teaching is not teaching at all: it is a mode of life; a code of conduct; a matter of consciousness. If the parent has a consciousness of God as the only Power, he cannot impart to the child a fear of any person, place or thing. If a parent really believes that God is the only Law, and places the power of Life in God rather than in food or exercise or human discipline, in what is good or is not good, this realization and awareness of God’s Allness and God’s Government of Its Creation will be embodied in the child.


For instance, if a parent has the 23rd Psalm in his heart, and really believes that “The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters,” he will actually impart his own inner confidence and conviction to the child and, therefore, would never convey fear of any kind. The child would know that no matter where he went or what he did, whether at school or anywhere else, he would not want for love, understanding, inspiration or any good. Never would he know a fear of playing in the street, a fear of going to school, a fear of contagion or kidnapping.


An hour of Sunday School each week is helpful, practical and useful, but it is not going to change the life of a child. If the Sunday School teacher really knows the truth, he can be a great blessing in that one hour if the parents consistently follow up the teaching at home. Often a child appears to drift away from Sunday School after a few years, and that is either because he has been incorrectly taught or because the rest of the time at home with the parents has offset the teaching. It is impossible and inconsistent to teach a child that all good comes from God, and then turn around and say, “No, you cannot have this or that because you have not been good.” It is illogical to teach a child that God is the only Life and the only Power, and then say, “You must eat spinach because it is good for you.”


Whether the child is two months of age or two years, the consciousness of the parents is reflected in the life-experience of the child. So the responsibility, whether in treatment or in raising the child, is the same. The consciousness of the individual determines what is taking place in his life. Watch the miracles that take place in small children in the wisdom that God is the very center of their being. Watch the changes that occur in behavior and conduct the moment the restrictions of “Thou shalt not” are removed. I have seen it happen that as soon as small children were taught to meditate and realize that the kingdom of God is within their own beings, they quickly began to feel the impulse of God within. Then they learned to turn to the Father within, and consistently they were led, guided and directed. The moment a child realizes that the Father is within his own being there is no longer the capacity for disobedience, poor conduct or disrespect.


Once the child becomes aware that he can commune with God, and that he can become silent and let God impart to him, the innocent child-mind quickly touches the Presence of God within his own being. With the removal of the human whip of “Thou shalt not,” you will find him God-directed and God-governed.


We, as adults, are just a wee bit slower than the children, but we get there, too.



The Infinite Way in the Home



A family unit can be likened to any unit which works together as one body to bring out a finished result. It can be compared to an orchestra, wherein each member constantly practices on his particular instrument in order to bring out the inherent perfection within. Over all, guiding and synchronizing the whole, is the conductor, changing here, suggesting there, always with the knowledge uppermost that his is the role of bringing out the perfection of each instrument; patiently standing by, aiding in drawing out the best in each member. Never is one member of the orchestra able to take the place of another, except as a temporary measure. Always each has his own complete and distinct function.


In the working out of The Infinite Way principles in our daily living, we can see how each member of a family unit is alone responsible for his God-contact, his God-awareness. As mothers of small children we are very much aware of our role of conductor—sometimes feeling it more in the nature of a policeman—but if uppermost in the mother’s mind is the understanding of her true identity, and the identity of the little ones with whom she is dealing, her function becomes simpler and lovelier.


Each time of communion with the members of her family brings its own reward. This does not necessarily mean the old idea of family prayer or a time especially set aside. Many deep and wonderful things hidden in the heart of a child are revealed in such every-day experiences as meal-time, bed-time, bath-hour, and that very important “snuggle-time” with the tiniest ones. Truly precious are some of the thoughts that are exchanged, and a mother knows, too, that in such times she has learned more of God.


Just as it is vitally important to keep an openness to God, so it is with family relationships. It is equally important to develop and maintain a feeling of reciprocity and co-operation with each member of the family. There cannot be a wall or a sense of separation existing between any members, young or old, without all being aware of it. Even if nothing has been said, it seeps through the household like a damp fog, like the mist that it is, chilling all members. There is an inner communication needed in family relationships which must be left open at all times. You will know when you have this contact, because when the channel is clear, the way is clear. Viewpoints may differ, procedures may vary, but always the end result is harmony—Love in action.


In their sense of duty to their families, mothers develop a habit of formulating a course of action—a goal. This is alright as far as it goes, but it cannot stop there. As a child is taught to turn within for its guidance, one will quickly see the harmonious unfolding of .its life’s work. Truly, life lived in this fashion is what the Master meant when He said, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”


(A Student.)



Across the Desk



Frequently the questions are asked: Why is it that sometimes my prayer or treatment is instantly effective and harmony restored, even in seemingly serious difficulties—whereas, at other times, there is little or no noticeable improvement? Why are there some days when all my affairs proceed smoothly when harmony is a continuous experience, and peace and quiet reign—and then, for a while it is as if God had entirely forgotten and forsaken me?


The answer is that on those good days, when the quick and beautiful healings occur, and when life is a constant flow of harmonious experiences, you have found your inner oneness or realization of God. On the other days, no doubt you have meditated as usual, gone through the routine of knowing the Truth, acknowledged God as the central theme of all existence, and declared the One Power, the One Infinite Presence—and yet have not made the inner contact which reveals Emmanuel or “God with us.”


The Infinite Way is constituted of two parts: the metaphysical, which is the letter of Truth; the mystical, which is conscious union with God, the actual realization and attainment of the Presence of God. Students often forget that the letter of Truth and the knowing of Truth are but steps leading up to the actual realization of God, or attainment of “. . . this mind . . . which was also in Christ Jesus.”


Until one is far along on the spiritual Path, it may be necessary to consciously meditate on some scriptural or metaphysical quotation, and to recall and declare as much Truth as possible. It may be wise to bring to conscious remembrance much Truth about God, Christ, and individual being; and to remember that there is but One Power, One Presence, One Law, Substance, Cause and Being. This is for one purpose: to lift oneself into the atmosphere of God where the Spirit takes over and becomes the law, substance, activity and life of oneself, one’s affairs, and those of one’s world of patients, students, family or business.


Having achieved the conscious “feeling” of the Presence, the assurance of well-being, or the “click” that announces God-in-action, you have attained an atmosphere of the Christ that “performeth the thing that is appointed for me,” which “will perfect that which concerneth me.” Then it is that the healing-work, teaching, or other activity of your day will be successful, joyous, peaceful and prosperous. Failure to attain this conscious experience of God will leave you with only your human strength and wisdom with which to meet the strife and struggles of the world.


Students of The Infinite Way should never expect much of that day in which God’s Presence is not realized. Do we not know, only too well, that “I can of mine own self do nothing”? Have we not learned, through bitter experience, that without the actual attainment of Christ we are nothing, and can do nothing of any spiritual nature? Have we not experienced the supreme joy of spiritual living when, like Paul, we could say, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”? O Students!—believe me—it were better to arise at three o’clock in the morning and remain in meditation and study until that overshadowing of the Spirit takes place, than to sleep the hours away and be compelled to face the day without the glorious feeling of being in the Spirit!


The healing and teaching work is not difficult—truly the ministry is a joy beyond words when the student is centered in God, and walks through the day with the spiritual impulse tingling in mind and body. When one has been touched by the Christ, one’s patient or student will be stirred and drawn into God’s Presence and restored. However, do not expect much of the prayer, meditation or treatment that is not given right from the Soul or Spirit.


In His Presence is fulness of life; resurrection and ascension. In Him is peace, joy and dominion. In His Spirit is rest, relaxation, restoration and renewal. “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”



Wisdoms of the Infinite Way



“Prayer is the absence of desire in the recognition of Is.


“Prayer is an awareness of that which Is, by ‘seeing’ it—not making it so.


“Prayer is the inner Vision of harmony. This Vision is attained by giving up the desire to change or improve any one or any thing.


“To pray is to become aware of the harmony which Is, without a mental effort on your part.


“Never seek any thing or any condition in prayer. Let harmony define and reveal itself. Let your prayer be letting the Is appear.”




CHAPTER SIX: JUNE


Higher Views of God, Prayer and the Self


VERY little progress can be made on the spiritual Path of life until we have caught some vision of what God is, and what God’s function is in our experience. This subject must be approached in a very relaxed manner and with very relaxed thought. We are going to ask ourselves questions about God which will lead us to the subject of prayer. We want to take nothing for granted, and so we ask: What is the place and function of God in my life? What kind of a God have I? What do I want and expect from God? What can God do for me?


The normal concept is that of a God, apart from us or within us, who has all our good but is withholding it. Usually, in going to God, we are seeking to get something from God—health, supply, opportunity, companionship—something which we believe is being withheld. Yes, it seems that God has all these things, but is not granting them, so we pray for them. And sometimes, if our prayers are not granted quickly enough, we make all sorts of promises which, often, we have no intention of keeping.


Even now, in our more enlightened state of consciousness, that is the attitude of many. We have in mind a God who can bestow good, but who is not doing it. We often censure ourselves, and believe that some evil act of omission or commission is the reason God is withholding from us. Many physicians will tell you that many of the ills of the world are caused by guilt-complexes, wherein people are holding themselves in condemnation: sometimes for some serious offence committed in the past, but more often for small and inconsequential acts. Even if God had a good memory (which He has not) He probably would have forgotten by now. God has no memory of our faults and failings, and never, in the history of the world, has God punished a sinner. The sinner is punished by his own act of sin, not by any act of God. There are certain Laws of God, and if we violate these laws we pay the penalty. God does not know that the law has been violated, so never hold in thought that God is withholding your good because of sin. If you believe that you are being punished by God, your concept of God is entirely erroneous.


God is not a withholding God, neither is He a giving God. God never gives nor bestows anything! God is Love, and because God is Love, God is forever loving. There is no love in withholding and no love in punishment. God is Love. God is being Love. God is Life. God is being Life. God is not withholding life, nor is God going to bestow life, since God, Itself, is Life, and there is no unexpressed Life, in the same way that the sun is not withholding sunshine, it has no sunshine to give. The sun is shining! There is no use praying to God—God is being! If God were withholding something you needed, or if God were waiting for you to be good or deserving, or to find the right form of prayer or method of treatment, He would be a cruel and severe God indeed. God has nothing to give, and God will never give more than He is giving you now!


God Is, Life Is, Love Is—know this truth and this truth will set you free from the belief that you must go to God for anything. We pay lip-service to the fact that God is the All-knowing Mind, but too often we say, “I need this, and I want that.” Far from accepting the Christian doctrine of an All-knowing and All-loving God, we persist in telling Him that we lack rent money, food, clothing, employment, companionship, health. We profess to be followers of Christ-teaching, but are we not contradicting ourselves when we say, “God is the All-knowing Mind,” and then go ahead and pray for things and conditions? The Master tells us it is not necessary to pray for food, clothing, or anything else, because, “Your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things,” . . . and . . . “it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”


James says: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss. . . .” Every time we go to God for something, and every time we expect something from God, we pray amiss. There is only one way to pray, and it is so very simple: “Thank you, Father. Thank you.” God is the All-knowing Mind, the Infinite Intelligence of this universe. No one has to tell God to make grass green or roses red; no one has to tell God when the stars shall come out, or when the tides shall change. Shall we, then, tell God that we are in need of anything? We have been praying amiss for thousands of years.


In recent years we have come to enlightened, spiritual, metaphysical, scientific Christianity, and now we twist our prayers around into affirmations and denials, but for the very same purpose that formerly we used petition. Now, instead of praying, “Oh God! Heal my child,” we say, “My child is perfect,” and then wait to see if God makes him so. We are living in an age enlightened in everything of a material and mental nature. Let this also be a spiritually enlightened age. Let us acknowledge openly that our God is the Infinite Intelligence of the universe; that our God is Divine Love. When we have that kind of a God, our prayer is never a seeking or asking, never a beseeching or affirming: our prayer is a continuous, “Thank you, Father.”


Let us see where we are at this minute with our concept of God and our ideas of prayer. Let us see if we are having an expanding, broader, more comprehensive idea of God. Can we now see, since God is Infinite, Divine, Spiritual Love, that there is no need for our asking God to be love, or to give love? Is it not clear that if ours is a God that knows how to produce a pearl in an oyster, petroleum in the earth, a God that directs the birds in their flight, is not this Infinite Intelligence sufficient to be the governing and guiding influence in our experience without our offering any information or suggestions?


The function of God is really that of an eternal Life, which, at the same time, is an Infinite Intelligence and a Divine Love, operating within Itself. “I and my Father are one . . . and he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.” God the Father, God the Son—functioning within Itself, right where you are. As you relax in that realization, It takes over and It functions harmoniously, joyously, abundantly. But the very moment you turn to It with any sense of getting, informing, desiring or even hoping, you prevent its operation in your experience. You are placing your finite concepts and views between you and the Infinite. You interfere with the flow of God the moment you go to God with a desire, a fear, a doubt, a concern, or even a hope. You go to God with clean hands and a pure heart only when you can say, with conviction and trust, “Thy Will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” and then refuse to entertain any concept of what God’s Will should be. You stand in the Divine Presence, pure of heart, when you have no finite will, no personal desires, hopes or ambitions, but in the utter and complete realization: “I am thine, Thou art mine. I am in Thee, and Thou art in me. Thy Will be done in me.”


How often we say that and then, in some way, outline what our hopes or desires or ambitions may be. We seem to think that if those hopes or desires are good that makes it alright—we only desire our children to be healthy and well-behaved, and our neighbor to be successful. If God is the All-knowing Mind, the Infinite Intelligence and Wisdom of the universe, the Divine Love and the only Power, why desire at all? Why not let God’s Wisdom reveal Itself? Why not let God’s Love unfold and disclose Itself within you? If you pray and do not receive an answer, it is because you are praying amiss. In some way you are pretending a greater wisdom than that of God, and you may even be pretending a greater love than that of God. If desire is for things or conditions, it is sin.


True prayer is an absolute conviction that God is intelligence and love; that there is no power apart from God, no power in opposition or conflict with God. Therefore, nothing is interfering with God’s love for His Children. Nothing that you can do will influence God to be more than God nor less than God. Watch what happens as you begin to accept this kind of a God, and no longer reach out, but merely stand still in being and say, “God is.” What greater prayer than those two words? God is, and as long as God is, why should you be concerned? Your only concern should be if you still doubt that God is. On the whole, much of the world doubts God or they would not waste so much time praying for this or that. If they really believed that God is Divine Intelligence and Love, why would they spend all this time trying to influence God? God is—Thy Grace is my sufficiency in all things, is the acknowledgment of the Presence, the Wisdom, the Love and the Power of God in your experience.


We shall go back now to a previous statement: There is no withholding God, and there is no giving God. God is a state of eternal and immortal being; a state of Infinite Intelligence and Divine Love. The Life of God cannot be lengthened nor can it be shortened. The Life of God cannot age nor can it change. God is a state of eternal, immortal, infinite Being of Good. “. . . God is light, and in him is no darkness at all . . . and God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” That should be our attitude of prayer.


The acknowledgment of Divine Grace is prayer. In the light of the recognition of God as that which needs no enlightenment as to what we need, desire, or think we should have, prayer, then, is a recognition of the nature of God. Prayer also is a recognition of our relationship to God. Our relationship to God is Oneness, but sometimes our prayers would make it appear that we were poor, insignificant little creatures, praying up to a great Deific Being who holds our fate in His hands. That passes for humility, in spite of the fact that scripture says, “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.” We are not less than God: we are co-existent with God. We are the Children of God, “And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” How, then, could the Son pray a prayer of petition, seeking or asking of the Father? Your heavenly Father knoweth your needs, but if you outline what that need is, you are putting forth your own concepts in such a way as to believe that you can inform or influence God to bring it about. Our Divine Father need not be reminded of His duty to us. All we must do is acknowledge God, acknowledge the all-knowingness of the All-knowing Mind, the all-lovingness of Divine Love; acknowledge the All-power of That which knows no other power than Its own infinite nature and being.


The heading over the 23rd Psalm reads: “David’s confidence in God’s Grace.” “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” That one line is enough of a prayer. As you continue reading this beautiful poem, you become aware of the continuous assurance of God’s love, and you will notice that it does not contain one word of appeal to God.


As you approach something of this concept of God and prayer (which is vastly different from the world’s concept) you will come to understand another reason for failure in prayer. As a rule, and even in metaphysics, we pray to God in the expectancy or hope of something that is to emanate from God, or through God. We set up a sort of triangle in which we, down here, pray to God, up there, for something, out there. In other words, God is a way-station, a means through which we hope to achieve something. But the truth is, that God and I and whatever I am praying for are one—“I and my Father are one . . . all things that the Father hath are mine”—it is already established!


God is the substance of all form, God is infinite, God is all-inclusive, so the only thing to pray for is the realization of God. God is my life, my supply, my high tower, my fortress, but let us not ask for a translation of that in human terms. Just let it be spiritual, and you will find that “. . . your life is hid with Christ in God.” But, because God is infinite, when you make your contact with God you find supply, companionship, housing, health, wholeness, immortality and eternality included in God. It is when you think of God as the means toward that which you desire that your hopes will be dashed to earth. If your prayer does not stop at God, there is no answer.


Prayer is recognition, prayer is abiding in confidence, and we align ourselves with all of the Good of God through this prayer of acknowledgment—Thy Grace is my sufficiency in all things—and then rest and let that sufficiency appear in accord with God’s Will. If He wants to make that appear as a home, a marriage, a business—fine, let us follow where He leads. But let us never attempt to direct God! Let us make a greater effort to watch ourselves each time we are tempted to pray for something. Instead, let our prayer be that we may have the recognition of God Itself, and we will find that that will suffice.


Let us have no hopes, no desires, no expectations beyond that of realizing the Omnipresence of God. Therein can desire be prayer. Desire is prayer, if the desire is for God alone, but the moment desire goes beyond that, it is sin. God is all, therefore pray for God. God already is your being, therefore let your prayer be this calm assurance of God’s Grace, the complete confidence in God’s Presence, Wisdom and Love. “Thy Grace, Thy Love, Thy Wisdom is my sufficiency in all things,” is the greatest prayer that can be uttered, and if you never know another that will be enough.



Rising to Grace



 There are three major points of the Message of The Infinite Way which must be thoroughly embodied within the consciousness of each student. The first is the nature of God. Each student must change his concepts of God, of his relationship to God, of the function of God in his experience. The second is the nature of prayer. Each must learn the nature of prayer. No prayer that has ever been spoken, read, or heard is sufficient, and so he must attain a much higher concept of prayer. The only true prayer is recognition, acknowledgment and confidence in the Omnipresence of God. The only way to pray is through communion with God, without a single desire, and with no attempt to enlighten, persuade or influence God. The third point is the nature of error. When you know the nature of God and your relationship to God, and when you know the nature of prayer, you can then see error or evil only as a mirage, an illusion, a nothingness which has been frightening you with an appearance.


When you come to an understanding of these things, you come to the highest point of The Infinite Way Message in which you realize that because God is what God is God’s All-ness makes nothing else necessary. Since God is Omnipresent, harmony is omnipresent, supply is omnipresent, love is omnipresent—now what do you want God to do for you? Since error has been seen as a mirage, what need have you for God’s power? Then it is that you become aware of the fact that it is not up to God—it is up to you! It is up to you to bring yourself into alignment with That which already is!


God is, eternally—God has been from the beginning, God changeth never, God is with you until the end of the world. You need to lift your concept of God, of your own identity, of prayer, and of the impotence of evil. When you have done that you are living and moving and having your being in God. Can you imagine going to heaven and still being in need of God? Why, no! You would be basking in God’s Presence and His Love. You can go to heaven right here and now by giving up all beliefs that you must reach out to God for anything, or do other than let God take over.


The responsibility is upon you to attain a higher concept of God, a higher respect for God, a greater love for God, and a greater trust in the infinite nature of God’s All-ness, Wisdom and Love. You must also have a greater respect for your own identity, a greater realization of what it means to be the Son of the most High, of what it means to live in God-consciousness, under God’s supervision, government and direction. You must learn to relax and rest in the realization that God is. As long as there is a God, I am. As long as God is, an Infinite Intelligence is operating. As long as God is, a Divine Love is functioning. As long as God is, there is no other power. As long as God is, that is your assurance and acknowledgment of Him in all your ways. And with that understanding your prayer is one of gratitude: “Thank you, Father, Thy Grace is my sufficiency in all things, and I seek nothing more. In Thee I live and move and have my being. In Thee I find my hiding place from the world’s beliefs that there is a power of sin, a power of disease, a power of lack. I seek no more, I search no more—in this calm, confident assurance of Thy Grace, I rest. I am in Thee, and Thou art in me, and we are One.” And so it is that you must not acquaint God with what you think you need, nor enlighten God as to what you would like. You must have but one pure desire—“. . . that they (you) might know thee the only true God . . .” whom to know aright is life eternal.


“And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.” This teaching of the Master is the basis of the Message of The Infinite Way, and any truth about the Master is the truth about you and about me, in proportion to our conscious awareness of it.


Another major principle is this: “For unto everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.” To those who acknowledge, “I have Thy Grace, and that is my sufficiency,” shall be given, but to those who deny that they have, and who are eternally seeking, from them shall be taken even that which they have.


In the beautiful words of the Psalmist, we read: “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” And so we come to another principle: “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” It makes no difference if your neighbor is black, white or yellow, Hebrew, Christian or pagan—your neighbor is the self-same being: God expressed, God manifest in flesh. This is the beauty of holiness. This is knowing the truth about your neighbor; this is praying for your neighbor; this is forgiving your neighbor, even as you would have your neighbor forgive you. “Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”


Our Message is one of Love, and we are fulfilling the law of Love in our acknowledgment of the infinite nature of God, and the eternal nature of the Son of God. In our acknowledgment of Omnipresence, Omnipotence, Omniscience, we have acknowledged Divine Grace. We have acknowledged that the Grace of God is for us, for our neighbor, and for our enemy. In this acknowledgment we seek forgiveness of our errors of ignorance, and just as freely we forgive all others in this realization that this truth is the truth about everyone in heaven, on earth, or in hell. “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself . . . forgive and ye shall be forgiven . . .”, and in this instant of realization we release all those who are holding themselves in bondage to false concepts of God, Law, Love and Life. We loose them and let them go, in the realization that all that is of God is Good—and what is there that is not of God?


Oh! What a wonderful thing it is to know that there is nothing to go to God for!



Conscious Union with God



In order to enter into the mystical life one must master the ability to remain in the silence without thought, and this is the most difficult part of all spiritual living. In no way is this a cessation or repression of thought, nor an effort toward such: instead, it is attaining such deep communion with God that thought stops of its own accord. The first step toward this is that of having nothing to pray for, because it is in the moment that you come to the place where you acknowledge that there is nothing to pray for that you have God. Then it is that God is your Soul, your Being, your Father. Then it is that “I and my Father are one,” and I am heir to all the heavenly riches. In that moment of realization you are enabled to understand that the Divine Mind, or Cosmic Consciousness, is an Infinite Intelligence imbued with love, and It functions as your being when conscious thinking has been stilled.


In your everyday walk of life, you may have one plan in mind and the Cosmic Mind may have another, but this you will never know as long as you are busily engaged in thinking, planning, routing, scheming, listening and reacting to all the activities and distractions of the external world. In order to receive the Divine Grace of the Cosmic Mind or Intelligence, there must be periods of complete quiet for the thinking mind. This does not mean that your mind must or will become a total blank, but it does mean that throughout the day and night you must have several periods in which you desire nothing more than the joy of inner communion with God. It is in this complete stillness and relaxation from thought that the Father takes over in your experience.


Our Master spent much time in silent meditation and communion, and you can be assured that He was not talking or asking God for anything. He was listening. He was listening for God’s direction and instruction, guidance and support, and then He was enabled to say: “Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.” And so it is that before one can enter into the mystical or Cosmic Life, one must transform from the habit of continuously thinking to that of continuously listening.


The Cosmic Life does not always mean the spiritual or religious life. For instance, every composer, poet and writer, every designer and inventor, every architect and builder of any note, has touched the Cosmic. They are taught by something within their own being, but that could not occur if they did not possess an innate ability to be silent and listen. It may open the world of music, literature, art, science or business, but it will come as a result of the faculty to be still, to listen, to hear and to receive Cosmic or universal impulses. Those who are attuned to the Cosmic Mind without the religious influence are they who have brought forth the great works on the human plane.


When the Cosmic touches the religious life it is called the mystical life. The dictionary defines “mysticism” as the doctrine or belief that direct knowledge of God, of spiritual truth, etc., is attainable through immediate intuition or insight and in a way differing from ordinary sense perception or the use of logical reasoning; any type of theory asserting the possibility of attaining knowledge or power through faith or spiritual insight. In other words, mysticism is a teaching or religion which believes in conscious union with God; with the ability to achieve direct contact with God and to receive answers to prayer. A mystic is an individual who has touched God at some time or another, or one who is in constant communion with God, and who receives all of his impulses from God. A mystic usually is attuned to the religious, ethical and moral life, and often shows it forth in poetry or writing or painting as did Emerson, Whitman, Blake and the many known religious mystics.


We can understand and live the mystical life of conscious communion with God only when we change from the conscious thinking mind to the universal Mind which is ever ready to pour Itself through us. In order to make this change we must become quiet and still, and let the human mind become the instrument through which the Cosmic or God Mind expresses itself.


No matter how gifted an artist or writer or scientist may be, he still needs technical training. The Spirit flows, but the human mind brings it down into practical and workable experience. That is why, in the other realm, there must be practice, practice and more practice. So, also, it is with us: the listening mind must become attuned to God. God reveals Itself to us, but we must constantly practice until that time comes when the Spirit so completely takes over that nothing is necessary in the way of conscious mental work.


There is a Mind, or Soul Consciousness, which is God, and we become consciously aware of It only in the degree of our listening ability and our receptivity. It is in developing that listening ability and receptivity that the mind quiets and becomes stilled to such a degree that it becomes an avenue or instrument through which that which we call God manifests and expresses Itself.


Study, read, ponder, think and meditate, but also have frequent moments of listening so that the fullness of It can come to you. No truth that you read or know in your own mind is a spiritual power. The spiritual power is the Spirit, imparting Itself to you when you are silently listening, hearing and feeling. Always remember that it is not the truth you speak or write or know that heals: it is the Word of God, of which you become aware within your own being, that rolls back the Red Sea, brings manna from the sky, heals the sick and raises the dead. It is not your knowledge, your wisdom nor your understanding—it is God’s, and you become the instrument through which God works.



The Eternal You



The harmony of your existence depends upon your understanding of the subject of immortality, and the correct understanding of immortality lies in knowing that you are the Life and Law of your body and being.


If you will turn to the illustration of the orange tree, as given in the chapter “Supply” in The Infinite Way,1 you will learn that the invisible spiritual law, operating in and as the tree, is the crop; and that the actual oranges on the tree represent the fruitage or the result of the crop. Even after the oranges have been sold or otherwise disposed of, the crop has not been touched: the crop remains in the life of the tree, to appear and re-appear. The trunk of the tree is not the tree: that also is but an effect. The seed is not the tree until the life-force causes the activity which results in sprouting, rooting, and progressing up to the visible tree and fruitage. The law of Life, acting upon the seed, does the work. The real tree is the life of the tree. There is an invisible law of Life acting upon everything in the universe, and it is this life-force, which we call Spirit, or God, that is the real substance, law and activity of one’s being.


You are Consciousness, and regardless of what happens to the physical body, you remain. God constitutes your being. Life-force constitutes your being. Soul constitutes your being. You are Life, Mind, Soul, and you are immortal and eternal. The tree cannot bear fruit except as it is constituted and permeated by the life-force, and as you begin to comprehend your true identity you will see that your body can never know the fruitage of health, harmony and continuity unless you realize that “The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty.”


The Master taught that, “Before Abraham was, I am . . . I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee . . . I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. . . . Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” We have made the mistake of believing that the Master meant that Jesus would never leave you nor forsake you, that Jesus would be with you until the end of the world, that Jesus would build the temple again. This is not the Master’s meaning at all: He taught that “I am the way, the truth, and the life. . . . For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” Once you begin to understand that “I” is the invisible Life, Intelligence and Soul of your being, you will understand why you are immortal. Then you will be able to make your transition as did Moses, Enoch, Elijah and the Master, because you will realize that you will never die. You will never know death as long as you do not confuse yourself with the visible tree, or the crop of the tree, but realize yourself to be the life-force Itself.


In living the Infinite Way we are not demonstrating persons or things: we are demonstrating God or Consciousness. We are demonstrating the realization of our God-being, and so we can see that right identification of ourselves is necessary to our spiritual demonstration. “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” The life-force which you are, and which constitutes your only real and true being, has come that your whole experience may be joyous, peaceful, harmonious, whole, complete, perfect, eternal and immortal.



Another Name



“Aloneness” has been granted me.
Whether on Bishop Street at noon,
Or Kalakaua;
On Waikiki at sunset,
On the sands at Kailua,
Before dawn,
I am alone.
I walk alone in crowds
And feel the solitary Self
In the moonlight on the beach.


“Aloneness” has been granted me.
To walk with men,
To fly the skies,
And sail the seas,
Wherever heart is raised to Him—
I walk alone.
At heat of day,
Or cool of eve,
On shore or city street,
The yearning Soul receives my Aloneness.


The sick are healed.
The restless are forgiven.
Alone, yet in the hearts
Of those who long for peace.
The restless feel my Aloneness;
The hungry eat it;
The thirsty drink it;
It washes the impure minds
Of those who do not know,
Touching the mind with Light.


“Aloneness” has been granted me.
Alone I sit behind the prison wall;
I pace the sickroom floor;
Wherever danger threatens,
My aloneness breaks the spell.
Where misery loves company,
My aloneness they may share.


Alone, I wake, and walk, and sleep—
Alone, I sit or stand.
Alone, I travel sea and sky
And sometimes till the land.
Alone, I walk and talk with men
Or stroll the shady lane.
“Aloneness” has been granted me
Wherever you may be



Across the Desk



During the Spring of 1955, many students have visited Hawaii for instruction and meditation, and I find the words of a meditation are being fulfilled: “Your home is the House of God, wherein He dwells; it is a refuge for those seeking rest; a haven of security; a temple of devotion to His Children. Your home shelters those who seek Him, while on the journey.”


To enter the consciousness where God lives one’s life, is to meet others who have received the Grace of realizing the Christ life. This communion is a joyous as well as a holy experience. Most of the days and all of the nights I am alone, except for these periods of spiritual refreshment with students and friends of the Way of God.


We are all invited to this feast, and the price is merely giving up concern for one’s own welfare. This ability also comes by Grace, but the preparation for receiving Grace is our responsibility. Our periods of study, meditation, reading and hearing the Word; our devotion to the principle of “My Grace is sufficient for thee”; our seeking God for God-experience—herein is our preparation for Grace.


“And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow: and when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: and when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” The seed—the Word—can only become fruit as we prepare the soil.


The windows in our homes are of no value, in or of themselves, except as instruments through which light and air can enter. We are God’s windows, through which His Light and atmosphere of wholeness can penetrate to human consciousness, and dispel it. Our periods of meditation (when no thought of self enters) enable us to be windows through which God enters the human scene, and transmutes it into Heaven on earth. This we must remember: we are nothing of ourselves. Do not speak, or write or teach until His voice utters or His pen writes. There is no power, no Truth, in what you or I have to give, but only in That which flows through us. When nothing comes, be still.


*   *   *


Certain basic truths must be held in thought until they become a part of your consciousness. As consciousness becomes imbued with these truths, they rebuild the fabric of your lives, morally, physically, mentally and financially.


“My conscious oneness with God constitutes my oneness with every spiritual idea. That spiritual idea will express itself as a home, a friend . . . book or teacher . . . anything of which I have need.”


(Metaphysical Notes, p. 39.)2


“The cause of the world’s trouble is the sense of separation from God. The antidote for the world’s trouble is the conscious awareness of God as omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient—the Reality of Being.”


(The Master Speaks, p. 50.)2


“No matter where an individual finds himself, he will have found the secret of practical and spiritual living if he will follow a program of spiritualizing thought, and of steadfastly holding thought to God throughout the day. Let your first thought in the morning be a conscious awareness of the Presence of God. Carry that awareness with you throughout the day and when retiring at night. Live in the conscious awareness of God, and let that unfold and carry you where it will.”
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