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Preface


Thalberg was both a virtuosic pianist and a composer. In various biographies he is listed as either German or Austrian; his birth certificate states that his parents were Joseph Thalberg and Fortunée Stein of Frankfurt, but he was said to be the illegitimate son of Count Moritz Dietrichstein and Baroness Maria Julia Wetzler von Plankenstern. It is widely regarded now that the original names in the birth certificate were fictitious, whilst the Baroness herself alwaysadmitted that Thalberg was herson.


In his early life, he studied music in Vienna whilst preparing for a career in the diplomatic service. The first bassoonist at the Court Opera, Simon Sechter (theory) and Hummel (piano) were amongst his teachers. At the age of 14 he began his appearances as a salon pianist, and his first compositional works were published two years later. He spent the majority of his life performing and touring around Europe, playing predominantly his own highly virtuosic works despite his reported large repertoire. His technical skill impressed both Mendelssohn and Chopin, and he enjoyed great success. A similar age to Liszt, rumours began that the two had struck up a performing rivalry, but these were largely unfounded, and probably fuelled by advertisers and admirers. The perceived rivalry was greatened as the result of a disagreement between Lisztand Fétis-the latter considering Thalberg to be the greatest living pianist, and defended his compositions, whilst Liszt criticised them. The rivalry-whether true or fabricated - came to an end with a joint concert for the Princess de Belgiojoso, where they cooperated with other virtuosos (including Czerny and Chopin) to compose one variation each for ‘Heraméron', in a tribute to the princess.
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