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Welcome, merry Christmas and New-Year! prized by children above all other days in the year. Ye are associated with pleasant recollections of old Santa Claus and sugar-plums—with bright visions of a cheerful fireside, merry games, pleasant stories, and happy, smiling faces. First comes Christmas Eve, when each young face beams with eager curiosity and delightful anticipation—all wondering and guessing what they shall find in their stockings next morning; while the eldest sister, with looks of mystery and of importance, shares her mother's councils, and helps to distribute the precious stores. Soon they are in bed, anxious to sleep off the long hours, dreaming of rocking-horses and doll-babies, tea-sets, wooden soldiers, and all the other delights of the toy-shop.

I never heard of a lazy child on a Christmas morning. The idle and the industrious are all up, "bright and early." The well-filled stockings are eagerly inspected, good wishes and pretty or useful presents given and received, and various plans proposed for the day's amusement. Night comes too soon for the tireless lovers of fun, who go unwillingly to bed, consoling themselves that one week more will bring New-Year.
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Dear children, long may such innocent delights crown the year; and, in the midst of all, forget not the children of the famishing poor, who have no Christmas pleasures to look forward to; whose parents toil for their daily bread and scanty apparel all the year, and have no time nor means to provide themselves or their children with the comforts and luxuries you enjoy. Each one can spare a little to minister to the enjoyment of those poor suffering children, many of whom, perhaps, have no fathers to provide for them, some of them not even a home to shelter them. Share with them your abundance, and the blessings of the poor shall rest upon you. And now, my patient little readers, for the story.

OEBPS/www.gutenberg.org@dirs@3@2@4@3@32430@32430-h@images@i001.jpg





OEBPS/www.gutenberg.org@dirs@3@2@4@3@32430@32430-h@images@cover.jpg
THIRD SERIES.-No. 3.

THE

- PRACTICAL JOKE §

CHRISTMAS STORY OF UNCLE NED.

TSN

: NEW. YORK:
PUBLISHED BY J. &, REDFIELD,






OEBPS/www.gutenberg.org@dirs@3@2@4@3@32430@32430-h@images@i004.jpg





OEBPS/www.gutenberg.org@dirs@3@2@4@3@32430@32430-h@images@i002.png





