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	INTRODUCTION

	Did you know that sharks have existed since before the dinosaurs?

	Or that a blue whale's tongue is bigger than an elephant, and its heart is larger than a car?

	Or that koalas’ fingerprints are so similar to humans' that they could be mistaken at a crime scene?

	And what if I told you that octopuses have three hearts and nine brains?

	Or that snakes smell… with their tongues?!

	The animal kingdom is full of wonders as strange as they are fascinating. Creatures that defy logic, behaviors that seem straight out of a science fiction movie, and adaptations that make us wonder how such things can exist.

	If you love interesting facts like these, you're in luck—because this book contains over 1,200 of them!

	Every page is a new surprise, with curiosities that will make you say, “Seriously?!”, more than once.

	Some facts will make you laugh, others will amaze you, but all of them will make you appreciate the incredible diversity of our planet even more.

	So, what are you waiting for?

	Let’s dive straight into the amazing animal world!


 

	 

	MAMMALS

	 


LION
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		They’re the only cats that live in groups, called prides. Unlike other solitary big cats, lions are very social and look out for one another.

		A lion’s roar is truly impressive! It can be heard up to 8 kilometers away—about the length of 80 football fields! They use it to mark territory and call their pride.

		A lion’s tail is more useful than it seems. It helps with balance and is also used for communication. During a hunt, it signals directions to coordinate the attack.

		Lionesses are the pride’s top hunters! They work together as a team to catch prey.

		Although they are skilled hunters, they sometimes prefer to steal food rather than hunt. They might take advantage of prey caught by other animals.

		They spend a large part of the day sleeping or resting—up to 20 hours a day! That’s why they’re considered the “laziest” of the big cats.

		Males have a big mane that gets darker and fuller as they age. But it’s not just for looks—it protects their neck during fights.

		A lioness can have between 1 and 6 cubs. The cubs play together and learn to hunt by watching the adults.

		A pride’s territory can be enormous—sometimes over 250 km², which is more than 35,000 football fields! Adult males are in charge of guarding and defending it from intruders.

		They have big appetites! They need to eat meat almost every day, and a male can devour over 7 kilos in just one day.

		In the wild, they usually live up to 14 years, but in zoos or protected parks, with special care, they can live over 20 years.

		They’re lightning fast! They can run up to 80 km/h—but only for short distances, since they tire quickly.

		They can leap up to 10 meters in a single jump—almost the length of a bus!

		There are lions with almost white fur! They're called “white lions” and are very rare. Most live in protected areas in South Africa.

		A lion’s tongue is like sandpaper! It’s covered in tiny spines called “papillae” that help them scrape meat off bones and groom their mane.

		They’re very protective of their family. If a stranger or predator threatens the pride, both males and females unite to defend it. Strength in numbers!

		They are carnivores, which means they eat only meat. Their favorite prey includes zebras, buffaloes, and antelopes.

		They can go days without drinking water because they get most of the liquid they need from the meat they eat.

		They have incredible night vision, which gives them an advantage when hunting in the dark.



	 


ELEPHANT
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		Elephants are the largest land animals in the world. Some can weigh more than 6 tons (as much as a truck!) and stand up to 3 meters tall.

		They live in various parts of Africa and Asia and can adapt to many habitats, from jungles and savannas to forests and deserts.

		Baby elephants can walk on their own just 20 minutes after being born.

		An elephant’s trunk is an amazing tool! It’s a combination of nose and upper lip, used for drinking, grabbing food, and smelling their surroundings.

		They can store several liters of water in it to drink later or spray on themselves to cool down.

		Their tusks are actually incisor teeth that grow throughout their lives. They help dig for water, strip tree bark, and defend against threats.

		Their skin can be several centimeters thick, but it’s still very sensitive. That’s why they roll in mud or dust themselves to protect from the sun and insects.

		Despite their size, they’re very agile in water and love to swim. They use their trunks like snorkels to breathe underwater.

		They mainly eat plants: leaves, grass, tree bark, and fruit. They’re herbivores and spend most of the day eating.

		They need to eat hundreds of kilos of food a day and can spend up to 16 hours feeding to get enough energy.

		Females usually live in herds with their relatives, led by the most experienced female, called the matriarch.

		Males, on the other hand, tend to be solitary or form small groups of males.

		They have incredible memory. They can remember places with food and water for years. They never forget their family and recognize loved ones even after long separations.

		They have their own secret language! They use infrasound—sounds too low for humans to hear—and also sense ground vibrations to communicate over long distances.

		Their large ears help regulate body temperature. They flap them to cool down.

		Babies nurse for the first two years but may continue if the mother allows, even up to four years.

		They have very large, complex brains. Thanks to this, they show advanced social skills, empathy, and even problem-solving abilities.

		They can recognize themselves in a mirror—a rare trait in the animal kingdom and a sign of high intelligence.

		Sometimes, if an elephant is sick or dies, companions stay beside them, showing grief and touching them with their trunks.

		Despite their strength, their legs prevent them from jumping. They’re among the few land mammals that can’t lift all four feet off the ground at once.

		They can live between 60 and 70 years in the wild, making them one of the longest-living mammals.



	 


KOALA
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		Although they're called “koalas,” people often say “koala bears,” but they’re not actually bears! They’re marsupials, like kangaroos.

		When they’re born, baby koalas are about the size of a kidney bean (2 cm) and have no hair or open eyes.

		Like kangaroos, mother koalas have a special pouch on their bellies for their babies.

		The pouch opens downward so the baby can come and go easily.

		Babies spend their first 6 months inside the pouch, drinking milk and growing warm and protected.

		After leaving the pouch, they ride on their mother’s back or belly until they’re about one year old.

		They’re big sleepers! They can sleep between 18 and 22 hours a day to save energy.

		They live in Australia, especially in forested areas where eucalyptus trees grow.

		They eat almost exclusively eucalyptus leaves. There are over 600 types of eucalyptus, but they only eat a few select ones. They’re picky eaters!

		Those leaves are toxic to most animals, but koalas have a special stomach that neutralizes the toxins.

		They rarely drink water, getting almost all their moisture from eucalyptus leaves. “Koala” means “the one who doesn’t drink” in an ancient language.

		Watch out, detectives! Their fingerprints are so similar to humans’ that they could be mistaken at a crime scene.

		They have two thumbs on each hand, which help them grip branches tightly and climb.

		To sleep comfortably in trees, they have curved spines and a spongy “cushion” on their bottoms.

		An adult koala can be 60 to 85 centimeters long and weigh up to 15 kilograms.

		Their ear and head fur is very soft, giving them that cuddly appearance.

		If it gets too hot, koalas sometimes hug tree trunks, which are cooler to the touch.

		Their low-energy diet (mostly eucalyptus) explains why they sleep so much and move slowly.

		They spend most of their lives in treetops and only come down to change trees or, rarely, drink water.

		In the wild, they live around 10–15 years, but in good conditions and with protection, they can live up to 20 years.



	 


DOLPHIN
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		Dolphins are mammals that live in water, just like whales—but they’re not fish!

		Even though they spend their whole lives swimming, they have to come up to the surface to breathe air through a hole on their heads called a blowhole.

		They are so intelligent that they can learn tricks, understand signals, and play by mimicking sounds.

		They live in groups called pods, where they take care of each other and offer help and protection.

		Dolphins communicate through sounds and whistles—each one even has a special whistle, like a unique “name”!

		They’re very social and often swim close together, leap, and even do flips out of the water just for fun.

		They eat fish, squid, and other sea creatures. They don’t chew their food—they swallow it whole.

		Their bodies are long and smooth, perfect for gliding swiftly through the water, reaching speeds over 30 kilometers per hour.

		They sleep with one half of their brain awake so they can come up for air and stay alert to predators.

		Thanks to echolocation, they send out sounds that bounce off objects or prey, helping them “see” with their ears—even in the dark or murky waters.

		They live in many parts of the world—in tropical, temperate, and even some colder seas.

		Their skin is very smooth and occasionally sheds to stay free of parasites.

		Dolphins form strong bonds within their pod and are known to help injured or sick dolphins—they’re super caring!

		Their jumps out of the water can help them communicate, look around, or even shake off parasites.

		They’re very curious and sometimes swim near boats or people.

		Depending on the species and environmental conditions, they can live between 20 and 40 years.

		They don’t drink the salty water they swim in; they get most of the water they need from the food they eat.

		Their dorsal fin, the one on their back, helps them keep their balance while swimming.

		Dolphins are loved by many people, and more and more people are working to protect them and keep the oceans clean.



	 


OTTER
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		Otters are playful semi-aquatic mammals—they love sliding down riverbanks like it’s a water slide!

		Their fur is so dense it can trap air to keep them warm in cold water.

		Unlike other marine animals, otters don’t have a thick layer of fat, so they rely on their fur to stay warm.

		Otters are adorable—even when they sleep! Some hold paws while floating so they don’t drift apart.

		But they’re not just cute—they’re powerful too! 😲✨ They have strong teeth and jaws that can easily crack shells and crustaceans.

		Otters use rocks as tools to open clams and shellfish—they place them on their bellies while floating!

		In the water, they move quickly thanks to their webbed feet, which act like flippers.

		They also have sensitive whiskers that help them detect fish and crabs moving underwater.

		An otter can eat up to a quarter of its body weight in food every day—they’ve got big appetites!

		Otter moms take great care of their babies and teach them how to swim and find food.

		Otter pups are born with such fluffy fur that at first they can’t even sink—they float like corks!

		Some otters live in freshwater rivers and lakes, while others prefer coastal areas or the open ocean.

		Some like to keep a “favorite rock” tucked into a fold of skin near their front paws.

		They can hold their breath for up to 8 minutes while hunting underwater.

		Otters are vital to ecosystem balance because they help control populations of crustaceans and fish.

		When it gets cold, they groom their fur constantly to keep air trapped between their hairs and retain heat.

		Otters are very social with each other—they play, roll, splash, and even chase one another underwater.

		When resting, they float on their backs, placing food or tools on their bellies.

		They have a sharp sense of smell and use various sounds to communicate, like squeaks, whistles, or soft growls.

		Their tails are thick and muscular, helping them propel and balance as they swim or move on land.

		They can live between 8 and 20 years, depending on the species and the conditions of their habitat.



	 


WOLF
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		Wolves are carnivorous mammals and distant relatives of domestic dogs.

		They live and hunt in families called packs. Each pack usually has a leading male and female, known as the alphas.

		They have an incredible sense of smell—up to 100 times stronger than humans'.

		Their howls are their way of communicating and can be heard from kilometers away.

		They can run at speeds of up to 60 km/h when chasing prey like deer or elk.

		An adult wolf is about 1 to 1.5 meters long (not including the tail) and weighs between 30 and 50 kg, depending on the species.

		They have 42 super sharp teeth—perfect for tearing meat and surviving in the wild. Their teeth are their hunter’s tools!

		When food is plentiful, they can eat several kilos of meat at once and then go days without eating.

		A wolf pack can have anywhere from 2 to more than 20 individuals, depending on how much food is available in the area.

		Wolves are very protective of their pups.

		Pups are born blind and deaf, and rely on the entire pack to survive.

		Wolves mark their territory with scent, like urine, to show their boundaries.

		Their coat has two layers: an outer one that repels water and an inner one that keeps them warm. In winter, this thick fur helps them withstand freezing temperatures.

		Besides howling, they communicate with growls, whines, and even the movement of their ears and tails.

		Within the pack, they organize themselves and share responsibilities—some hunt, others keep watch, and some take care of the pups.

		Although wolves are often thought to be dangerous to humans, they usually avoid contact with people.

		A wild wolf lives around 8 years, but can live over 10 if conditions are good.
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